

[image: front cover]




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]

For the veterans
 —J.B.




To Jen, whose words make pictures in my mind
 —M.S.
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n February 22, 1888, the town of West Chester, Pennsylvania,

celebrated a holiday. That day, in that same town, Daniel and Christine Pippin

celebrated the birth of their son, Horace.
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Horace grew fast—so fast that his mother could barely

keep up with the mending. “He’ll be a giant someday,”

the neighbors would say. Grandma Pippin smiled at Horace’s

long legs and big hands. She figured the neighbors were right.

Grandma’s hands were big, too—rough and scarred

from her slave days in Virginia. But they were just fine

for giving Horace hugs. “The biggest part of you,” she told him,

“is inside, where no one can see.”
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When Horace was three years old, the Pippins moved

to Goshen, New York. As the family grew larger, everyone helped out.

Horace put his big hands to work. He fetched flour for his mother.

He sorted laundry with his sisters. He played with his baby brother.

He held the horse while the driver delivered milk.
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At night, he piled wood for the stove and arranged

dominoes so his grandmother could play. Then,

if he could find a scrap of paper and a piece of charcoal,

he drew pictures of what he’d seen that day.




Horace loved to draw. He loved the feel of the charcoal

as it slid across the floor. He loved looking at something

in the room and making it come alive again in front of him.

He loved thinking about a friend or a pet, then drawing them

from the picture in his mind.
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At school, he sat quietly at his desk, but his big hands

were always busy.

“Make a picture for us, Horace!” his classmates said.

And Horace did.

His pictures made people happy.

Except when he made some next to his spelling list. …

That made the teacher mad!
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