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Blue Ridge Mountains

Walhalla to Whitewater Falls

General Description: A spectacular 45-mile drive through forests, around and over mountains, and across rivers and gorges, offering majestic vistas and cool, idyllic resting spots. There are several opportunities to stretch your legs and visit waterfalls or follow mountain streams.

Special Attractions: Historic Walhalla, Stumphouse Park and Tunnel, Issaqueena Falls, Oconee State Park, Cherry Hill Recreation Area, Burrells Ford Recreation Area, Chattooga National Wild and Scenic River and Chattooga and Foothills Trails, King Creek Falls, Spoonauger Falls, Winding Stairs and Big Bend Trails, Walhalla State Fish Hatchery, Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area, Oscar Wigington Scenic Byway, Bad Creek Reservoir, Lake Jocassee, Lower and Upper Whitewater Falls.

Location: Northwest corner of the state.

Travel Season: All year. The upstate is especially beautiful in the spring when it is covered in wildflowers and mountain laurels are in bloom and in the fall when the trees are aflame in yellow, orange, and red foliage. Winter is good for distant vistas, and summers are shady and pleasantly mild. The area offers good birding opportunities for spring and fall migrants and forest birds.

Services: Walhalla and Westminster have limited accommodations and services. A full range of hotels, restaurants, and other services is available in Seneca, Clemson, and Greenville.


The Drive

You begin in charming, historic Walhalla and then step back in time as you climb past apple orchards into the forests of the southernmost Blue Ridge Mountains, at the bottom of the Appalachian Mountain chain. At Stumphouse Park, you see Issaqueena Falls, a breathtaking 100-foot waterfall, visit the incomplete Stumphouse Tunnel, and a variety of walking, hiking, biking trails. Head north to lovely Oconee State Park and Walhalla State Fish Hatchery. You can visit Burrells Ford, hub of some of the state’s most attractive hiking opportunities and site of two nearby spectacular waterfalls before winding along scenic Wigington Scenic Byway, and heading northward and upward to Bad Creek Reservoir, the Whitewater River and Lower Whitewater Falls, Jocassee Gorges, and Lake Jocassee. End your journey crossing into North Carolina to view the spectacular Upper Whitewater Falls.


Blue Ridge Mountains: Walhalla to Whitewater Falls
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Walhalla to Stumphouse Park

Begin at the corner of SC 28/East Main Street and John Street in downtown Walhalla, an attractive town settled in 1850 by the German Colonization Society from Charleston. Nestled at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, its name derives from a Norse mythology term meaning “Garden of the Gods,” a place for fallen warriors to spend eternity as reward for their valor. Walhalla features a traditional mid-20th-century main street lined with monuments, 19th-century churches, and stately old homes.

Head northwest through the downtown shopping area with an abundance of colorful brick buildings filled with unique shopping and dining opportunities. Travel 0.4 mile on East Main Street/SC 28 West/Highlands Highway.

Just after College Street, turn left (south), onto Browns Square Drive to visit the Oconee Heritage Center (123 Browns Square Dr.). Housed in an old tobacco warehouse (1892), the facility provides exhibitions and educational programs relating to the history of Oconee County, including the history of Native Americans, railroads, agriculture, and manufacturing.

Exit the center by crossing South Tugaloo Street and heading west onto Short Street. On your left is the Museum of the Cherokee, featuring the history of the Cherokee Indians in Oconee County and upstate.

To your right is the Oconee County Courthouse (205 W. Main St.) and Patriot’s Hall Oconee Veterans Museum (13 Short St.), housed in the “Old Rock Building” (1933). Exhibits highlight the contributions that Oconee County war veterans and others have made in serving their country.

Continue to the intersection with South Church Street. Directly ahead is Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery and its church (301 W. Main St.), begun in 1859 and dedicated in 1861. The town clock is located in the steeple of this attractive, white wooden church with vaulted ceilings. An obelisk dedicated to the original German settler leaders rises in the median across from the church.

Turn right (north) on South Church Street and then left (west) onto West Main Street. As you head north out of town, you pass pretty old homes and a confederate monument in the median before winding north past roadside stands selling apples and apple cider in the fall. Climb into the hills and enjoy distant vistas to the east and west.

After about 4.5 miles, you enter the Andrew Pickens Ranger District of Sumter National Forest. (General Andrew Pickens was a Revolutionary War hero in South Carolina’s upcountry; General Thomas Sumter led Patriot troops in the Midlands.) Also stretching from the town of Walhalla to Stumphouse Mountain is the Stumphouse Youth Wildlife Management Area, which includes Stumphouse Mountain Heritage Preserve (Issaqueena Falls, the railroad tunnel, the Turnip Top tract and the nearby forested mountains covering more than 1.2 million acres).
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The entrance to Stumphouse Park is less than a mile farther, on your right (east), immediately after the Yellow Branch Picnic Area on your left (west) on Yellow Branch Road. Turn right into the 440-acre park on S-37-226/Stumphouse Tunnel Road. Ease your way down about a half mile around hairpin curves into a gully, and along a roadway framed with dark, overhanging mountain laurel and dogwoods.

Turn right (southeast) into the Issaqueena Falls parking area. Explore the beautiful 100-foot cascade by hiking a short distance down a pathway to the foot of the falls. Legend says that Issaqueena, a Cherokee woman married to an Englishman and subsequently captured by her countrymen, escaped and, in her flight, leapt over a precipice near the top of the falls. She eluded capture by hiding under an overhang now visible from the trail. The 6.5-mile Blue Ridge Railroad Historical Trail starts just above Issaqueena Falls, on the other side of a footbridge across Cane Creek. A few picnic tables are located on this side of the park. Exit the parking area. Straight ahead 0.1 mile is a picnic area and gazebo on a small pond.

Turn right onto the paved road and travel 0.1 mile to see the Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel, where the ill-fated Blue Ridge Railroad ended in this area. It was a grand dream of South Carolina statesman John C. Calhoun, who was a member of the original surveying team. The idea was to link the port of Charleston with the farms and burgeoning cities of the Midwest. The Civil War intervened, and the railroad was never completed. Its greatest monument, Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel (which wasn’t completed either), can be explored if you are not afraid of the dark.

This area has great natural variety. Trees include oak (mainly chestnut and chinquapin), maple, pignut hickory, tulip poplar, sassafras, pine, black walnut, locust, piedmont rhododendron, mountain laurel, dogwood, and sourwood. Trailing wild muscadine, arbutus, elderberries, asters, wild hydrangea, Indian pink, honeysuckle, nettles, and snakeroot are under the trees. Birds you may see include red-eyed and blue-headed vireos, tufted titmice, warblers (black-throated green, hooded, Blackburnian, black-and-white, and worm-eating varieties), ovenbirds, American redstarts, and Acadian flycatchers.




Stumphouse Park to Walhalla State Fish Hatchery

Exit Stumphouse Park and turn right (north) on SC 28 West/Highlands Highway/SC 107 North. After 2.6 miles take a slight right (north) to remain on SC 107 to head toward Oconee State Park.

Travel 2.4 more miles on SC 107 North and then turn right (east) onto State Park Road to visit Oconee State Park (624 State Park Rd., Mountain Rest).

Created in the 1930s, this park and its rustic facilities bear the stamp of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), President Franklin Roosevelt’s Depressionera army of public works builders. A CCC statue is located outside of the park office honoring the memory of the more than three million members who served in the CCC between 1933 and 1942. At 1,165 acres, the park encloses two mountain lakes and lovely rolling terrain where black bears occasionally visit. The park offers challenging hiking, and also features lake swimming, canoeing, kayaking, fishing, geocaching, and biking.

Hiking is delightful, as Oconee State Park offers five trail opportunities, each with its own special attractions. Oconee and Old Waterwheel Trails are about 2.5 miles each and entirely contained within the park, while Tamassee Knob Trail and Hidden Falls Trail are each 2 miles one-way and extend beyond the park’s boundaries. Finally, Oconee State Park is the western terminus for the Foothills Trail, which extends more than 100 miles to Table Rock and Caesars Head.

Exit the park from State Park Road by turning right on SC 107 and drive north 6.4 miles toward Cherry Hill Recreation Area.

Cherry Hill Recreation Area (Cherry Hill Recreation Road/FR 735) is the northwestern trailhead for Winding Stairs Trail, a pleasant, easy 3.5-mile jaunt. On your left is the trailhead for Big Bend Trail, which takes hikers 3.2 miles to crashing Big Bend Falls on the Chattooga River, as well as connections with the Chattooga and Foothills Trails.

Continue north 0.2 mile and look for the Moody Springs pullover on your left. Artesian well water flows from a pipe jutting from the side of the mountain. Moody was an early settler in the area, and Moody Springs became a favorite stopping point in the 1800s for travelers heading northward to High Hampton in North Carolina.

If you’d like to access the Foothills and Chattooga Trails and the Burrells Ford Campground Area, after 1.3 miles, turn left (west) on Burrells Ford Road/FR 708. The road is paved for 0.6 mile and then dirt and gravel for about 2.3 miles where you’ll reach the Burrells Ford Campground and access points to the trails.

The large parking area is an access point for the Foothills Trail , which crosses Burrells Ford Road just east of the parking area, as well as connections to the Chattooga Trail. The Foothills Trail stretches for more than 100 miles south and east from here, and is the premier backpacking experience in South Carolina. A primitive campground is a few hundred yards south, and modest restroom facilities are available at the parking area.

A great short-term experience is to hike southward along the Foothills Trail about a mile, taking a left on a short spur to visit roaring King Creek Falls , which makes a spectacular 70-foot tumble down a steep granite face into a lush gorge smothered in mountain laurel and rhododendron.

Turn left out of the parking lot and go another 0.3 mile where you will see trail-heads for the Chattooga Hiking Trail and the Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area. A short distance is a small bridge that crosses the Chattooga River. Park along the roadside and view the river from the bridge. The water is usually peaceful on this stretch.

The Chattooga Trail runs north and south from this point, and this is the best place to access it. A wild, rushing river, crashing waterfalls, coves lush with mountain laurel, and brilliant wildflowers make the Chattooga Trail a favorite of hikers who share their delights with occasional fly casters. The trail follows the edge of the Chattooga River, often along the banks of the river and sometimes high up on bluffs. The mountains and cliffs of the Georgia side of the river form a scenic backdrop. Hikers ascend and descend frequently as they cross numerous small streams and wind around and through a seemingly endless series of coves and ravines and along mountain ridges.

If you head northward on the Chattooga Trail, you will have opportunities to connect with other beautiful pathways, including the Foothills Trail, East Fork Trail, and Fork Mountain Trail. However, you need only walk about 0.2 mile north to reach a sign indicating that Spoonauger Falls is on a spur 200 yards to the right (east). Take this spur. The trail follows switchbacks up a cascading series of small falls along Spoonauger Creek until it reaches the base of Spoonauger Falls, a spectacular crashing cascade also known, for self-evident reasons, as Rock Cliff Falls.

Return to SC 107 after turning around at the Chattooga River Bridge and driving east on Burrells Ford Road. Turn left (northeast) onto SC 107. A scenic outlook is just 0.2 mile past Burrells Ford Road on your right. Stop here for breathtaking views.

Walhalla State Fish Hatchery (198 Fish Hatchery Rd/SC 107 North, Mountain Rest) is 1.5 miles past Burrells Ford Road. Turn left (west) onto S-37-325/Fish Hatchery Road and travel 1.8 miles farther down a shady, curving mountain road to a parking lot.

Formerly a federal facility built by the Works Progress Administration and Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, it is now operated by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and open to the public. More than 250,000 rainbow, brown, and brook trout are raised here and released annually into streams in the upper part of the state. In addition to the large outdoor tanks where the growing fish can be seen, visitors can view an interpretive display.

The picnic area offers many spots to relax in the shade of giant hemlocks and white pines, and to play in the shallows of the East Fork of the Chattooga River. The area is a great spot for bird-watching. Broad-winged hawks, pileated woodpeckers, great crested flycatchers, eastern wood pewees, wood thrushes, red-eyed vireos, warblers, blue jays, bluebirds, cardinals, and Carolina chickadees are among the numerous feathered friends seen here.

The fish hatchery is also the northeastern trailhead for the East Fork Trail, which leads 2.5 miles to the banks of the Chattooga River through a lush, fertile gorge filled with unusually large white pines, along with hemlocks, mountain laurels, winterberries, and sweet pepperbushes. The trail is often smothered in rhododendrons and also features maples, oaks, hickories, tulip poplars, yellow birches, Fraser magnolias, hollies, and dogwoods. The East Fork is a large, swift, rocky stream that dances over rocks and around boulders along the south side of the pathway throughout the length of the trail.

Except for short distances at the two ends of the trail, the entire length of the East Fork Trail lies within the southernmost region of Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area, a pristine 9,012-acre preserve on national forest lands closed to logging, vehicles, and activities that disturb the natural state of the area.




Walhalla State Fish Hatchery to Whitewater Falls

Turn left out of the Fish Hatchery to continue north on SC 107 for 2.3 miles. When you reach a stop sign on SC 107, you might consider stopping for a picnic. If so, consider turning left (north) to remain on SC 107 and drive 0.2 mile to stop at Sloan Bridge Picnic Area. This is the site of the northeastern trailhead for the Fork Mountain Trail, as well as another access point for the Foothills Trail, which heads both east and south from here.
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To continue to Whitewater Falls, turn right onto S-37-413, Wigington Scenic Byway. This 2.3-mile stretch offers scenic outlooks and picnic areas, views of mountains and forestlands, and great distant vistas of lakes and lowlands. A scenic outlook is almost a mile after your turn onto the scenic byway. Pull over here to take in the breathtaking views of distant mountains and Lake Jocassee.

Proceed 1.5 farther until Wigington Scenic Byway ends at the intersection with SC 130. Turn left (north) on SC 130/Whitewater Falls Road and travel just 0.7 mile, and then turn right (east) on Bad Creek Road into Duke Energy’s Bad Creek Reservoir, with signs pointing toward the Foothills Trail and Whitewater River. Travel 3.5 miles (northwest) to the Visitors Overlook Parking Area.

Observe on your right Bad Creek Reservoir, a 1,200-foot-high rock-lined bowl of water. At night, when electricity demand is low and nuclear power is in maximum supply, water is pumped from Lake Jocassee below to Bad Creek Reservoir above. At peak demand times during daytime hours, the reservoir water is released by Duke Energy through hydroelectric turbines to produce electricity when it is most needed. There is no public access to the reservoir itself.

After 2 miles, you come to a left turn (north), where signs point to Muster Ground Road and an access point for the Foothills Trail, the Jocassee Gorges Wildlife Management Area, and Lower Whitewater Falls. You can park at the far end of the lot and walk 0.6 mile over a ridge to the Whitewater River and several hiking options. Two bridges offer a good view of the Whitewater, an unusually clear and pristine stream with native populations of rainbow and brown trout, unusual for South Carolina streams, which normally rely on stocking with hatchery-reared fish.
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Exit the parking area. Turn left and continue east on Bad Creek Road for another 1.5 miles, enjoying enticing views of mountains and valleys. Pull into Visitors Outlook and stroll under shade trees in the viewing area surrounding the parking lot. To your east and north is a deep, blue-green arm of Lake Jocassee, and a peninsula jutting from the Jocassee Gorges area. On clear days, a distant view of Lower Whitewater Falls is possible. To the south is the larger body of Lake Jocassee.

Backtrack and return to SC 130. Turn right (north), and travel a half mile to end your drive at Upper Whitewater Falls. Cross the North Carolina state line and immediately turn right (east) into the parking lot for Upper Whitewater Falls in the Nantahala National Forest. This is the highest waterfall east of the Rockies. Park and walk a half mile to a spectacular overlook of the 411-foot Upper Falls. The walkway is paved. Steps (154) allow you to go downward for vistas that are even more dramatic. If you continue farther downward, you will reach the Foothills Trail, leading southward and across a suspension bridge to the Bad Creek area, and westward toward the Chattooga River.




Nearby Attractions

Brasstown Creek and Buzzard Roost Heritage Preserves, Chattooga Belle Farm, Chau Ram Park, Clemson University, Historic Pendleton, Lake Issaqueena, Oconee History Museum, Seneca Historic District, South Carolina Botanical Garden, South Cove County Park, Walhalla Performing Arts Center, Westminster, Whitewater Lake, Yellow Branch Falls.
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Mountain Bridge Natural Area

Keowee-Toxaway to Jones Gap

General Description: This 85-mile drive takes travelers through the Mountain Bridge Natural Area and up and down the Blue Ridge Escarpment. A long precipice at the southern edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the escarpment was aptly named “The Blue Wall” by the indigenous Cherokees. Along the way are spectacular views, mountain lakes, and the highest mountain peak in South Carolina.

Special Attractions: Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area, Lake Keowee, Cherokee Interpretive Center, Eastatoe Creek, Reedy Cove Falls, Sassafras Mountain, Jocassee Gorges, Eastatoe Creek Heritage Preserve, Table Rock State Park, Lakes Oolenoy and Pinnacle, Cherokee Foothills Visitor Center, Bald Rock Heritage Preserve, Caesars Head State Park, Raven Cliff Falls, Rainbow Falls, Symmes Chapel/Pretty Place, South and Middle Saluda Rivers, Wildcat Branch Falls, Jones Gap State Park.

Location: Northwest corner of the state.

Travel Season: All year. The upstate is especially beautiful in the spring when it is covered in wildflowers and in the fall when the trees are aflame in yellow, orange, and red foliage.

Services: Full accommodations and other services are available in Pickens, Easley, Greenville, and Travelers Rest.


The Drive

This ride takes you through the forested peaks and valleys of one of the most varied ecosystems in the eastern United States. You will be amazed and delighted with the variety of flora, fauna, and diverse wildlife, as well as the striking views at Caesars Head Lookout and Pretty Place, and the 360-degree panorama atop Sassafras Mountain. This area is home to two of the four National Wild and Scenic Rivers in the southeastern United States, Chattooga and Horsepasture, as well as more than 50 white-water waterfalls, some of which are the most spectacular in this part of the country, including Whitewater Falls, Laurel Creek Falls, Reedy Cove Falls, Toxaway Falls, Raven Cliff Falls, and Rainbow Falls.

Begin at Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area and then ride through the enchanting Eastatoe Valley before heading up curving roadways to reach the top of Sassafras Mountain, the highest peak in South Carolina. Head back down the mountain and travel over rolling hills to see spectacular views of bald Table Rock, Pinnacle, and Caesars Head Mountains. Next wind your way up the Blue Ridge


Mountain Bridge Natural Area: Keowee-Toxaway to Jones Gap
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Escarpment to visit Caesars Head State Park, which combines with Jones Gap State Park to form the bulk of the 10,000-acre Mountain Bridge Natural Area, and meander along the North Carolina state line to visit the idyllic Symmes Chapel at Pretty Place. You end in the cool, rustic river valley of Jones Gap.

Much of this upstate area has been carefully preserved through state, federal, and private initiatives, so future generations can continue to enjoy its pristine state although there continue to be new developments here. In addition to state parks and several smaller heritage preserves and wildlife management areas, the state is also the proud owner of 32,000 acres of the Jocassee Gorges, an area of mountains, gorges, rivers, and lakes connecting Sumter National Forest on the Georgia–South Carolina border on its west side with the Mountain Bridge Natural Area on its east flank.




Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Resource Area to Sassafras Mountain

Begin this drive in Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area (108 Residence Dr., Sunset), which straddles Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11 on the east bank of Lake Keowee. Enter the north section of the park on S-39-74/Cabin Road. This side of the 1,000-acre park provides the park’s campgrounds, lake access, and hiking trails. Campers can fish in Lake Keowee and picnic in the shelters. Head down Cabin Road a half mile to the shore of Lake Keowee and enjoy spectacular views of beautiful rock outcroppings and the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Rhododendrons, mountain laurel, and other lush mountain vegetation can be found along the streams and trails in the park, which offers the moderate 1.1-mile Natural Bridge Nature Trail and the strenuous 4.2-mile Raven Rock Hiking Trail featuring great overlooks of Lake Keowee.

Next, return to SC 11, turn left (northeast) and drive 0.1 mile before turning right (south) onto S-39-347/Museum Circle to visit the Cherokee Interpretive Center. This facility tells the story of the Cherokee Indians who once roamed this area and the Cherokee Nation capital, Keowee, once beside the Toxaway River and now under lake waters. In the Cherokee language, keowee means “place of the mulberry groves,” and toxaway means “land of no tomahawks.”

Exit the south section of the park and turn right to head northeast on SC 11 to enjoy a pleasant jaunt along the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway. Bootleg, Dug, Pine, Wadokoe, Horse Gap, and Little Rock Mountains are on your left. On your right are Buzzard Roost, Cedar Creek, Rocky Bald, Gilstrap, Big Rock, Pink, Odle, and Mosley Mountains.

After 3.7 miles on SC 11, turn a sharp left (north) onto S-39-143/Roy F. Jones Memorial Highway and go 2.2 miles.
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Just after you cross Eastatoe Creek, 1.3 miles along the way, is a turnoff to the right where you can park and walk down a path to get a good look at the creek.

Bear right on Granny Gear Road and travel only 0.2 mile. At the next intersection, turn right (northeast) on S-39-100/Cleo Chapman Highway to travel 2.8 miles along the west bank of Eastatoe Creek. Old tin-roofed mountain houses, forests, cabins, Eastatoe Baptist Church, horses grazing in green fields, and rolling hills decorate this idyllic valley.

When Cleo Chapman Highway heads right, to the east, veer left to continue (north) on S-39-92/Eastatoe Community Road, a dead-end road. Travel almost a mile and turn right (east) onto Water Falls Road, to visit Reedy Cove Falls.

Mountain bungalows and some newer homes are tucked in here and there. Follow Water Falls Road/Holcombe Hollow Road less than a half mile to reach a gravel parking lot. From here, a quarter-mile path northward along Eastatoe Creek leads to the spectacular twin cascades of Reedy Cove Falls, well known as the cover shot on Hiking South Carolina. The falls are accessible from dawn to dusk.

Exit Water Falls Road the way you entered, turn left (south) on S-39-92/Eastatoe Community Road, and return 0.9 mile to the intersection with S-39-100/Cleo Chapman Highway. Turn left (east), cross Eastatoe Creek again, and enjoy the wildflowers, grazing horses, farms, and mountain views that cover quiet Eastatoe Valley.

After 2 miles, you reach an intersection with US 178/Moorefield Memorial Highway. Turn left (north) and travel 4 winding miles north to reach the Rocky Bottom community, past campgrounds, mountain bungalows, and beautiful Reedy Cove Lake. Where US 178 veers left, turn right onto S-39-199/F. Van Clayton Memorial Highway, which goes to the top of Sassafras Mountain.

The drive to the top is 4.6 miles on a paved road through a forest of oaks, white pines, maples, tulip poplars, locusts, black birches, witch hazels, mountain laurels, rhododendrons, and Fraser magnolias. About 1.3 miles along the way is a small parking area on the left with access to the boulder-strewn area of Chimney-top Gap, less than a mile away along the Foothills Trail.
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From the parking area just below the mountain summit, step out of your car and stroll along a paved walk to observation deck at the peak of Sassafras Mountain. There are 26 steps up to the deck, or you can reach the deck via a disability access gravel path and ramp approximately 0.2 mile in length from the parking area. At 3,554 feet above sea level, this is the highest point in South Carolina. Enjoy spectacular views of the mountains and valleys below, filled with oaks, hickories, and other hardwoods. On a clear day you can see four states at once. And you can stand one foot in North and the other in South Carolina on the observation deck.

This is a great birding area. You may spot or hear a plethora of warblers, such as black-throated blue, worm-eating, Blackburnian, Swainson’s, and chestnut-sided varieties. Other often-glimpsed birds in this area are ruffed grouse, ravens, dark-eyed juncos, Carolina chickadees, pileated woodpeckers, and solitary vireos.

The mountaintop provides access to three sections of the Foothills Trail. The Gum Gap Segment takes hikers to the Raven Cliff Falls area and US 278, 12 miles eastward. A trail segment heading southeast, leads to the Nature Center at Table Rock State Park, 9.4 miles away, and a pathway heading southwest leads 4.7 miles downward to Laurel Valley. Restrooms and educational signage are available.




Sassafras Mountain to Caesars Head

Head back down S-39-199/F. Van Clayton Memorial Highway to the bottom of the mountain, and turn left (northeast) onto US 178 for a sharply curving 7.2 miles downhill ride that passes through the Garvey and Jim Timmerman Wildlife Management Areas before reaching a major intersection with Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11.

For an interesting detour, turn right (northwest) at the intersection with US 178 in Rocky Bottom and drive 0.9 mile to the left (west) turn for Laurel Valley Road. Turn here and cross the bridge over Eastatoe Creek , turn left onto S-39-237/Laurel Valley Road into Laurel Valley, on the eastern edge of the Jocassee Gorges , and travel 0.3 mile to end of this shady road that parallels the trout-filled stream gurgling swiftly by an assortment of mountain cottages.

To the right (west) of Laurel Valley Road is Horse Pasture Road and access to the Foothills Trail. A red wooden sign marks the spot, and cars can park here if there is space at the trailhead.

Horse Pasture Road also continues as a dirt road to a parking lot and trail-heads for the Eastatoe Creek Trail (1.8 miles) in Eastatoe Creek Heritage Preserve, and the Jocassee Gorges Segment of the Foothills Trail (31 miles). At times, the road past this point is barricaded. When it is not barricaded, a rough, rocky road provides access for high-suspension four-wheel-drive vehicles to travel 7 more miles to the camping and picnic area beside the top of the 80-foot straight drop of Laurel Creek Falls. The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources controls this area of the Jocassee Gorges and can be contacted for further information about access.

After the downhill ride on US 178, turn left (east) on SC 11 and continue 4 miles to Table Rock State Park. Look straight ahead for a fantastic view of Table Rock Mountain. The park headquarters (158 E. Ellison Lane, Pickens) and Cherokee Foothills Visitor Center are to the right of SC 11. The headquarters is a log cabin on the bank of Lake Oolenoy, named for the Cherokee Chief who sold the property to the state. The headquarters building offers restrooms, snacks, and a porch with rocking chairs where you can enjoy a fantastic view of Table Rock’s bald face. Cherokees believed their ancestral chieftain god used the “Sah-ka-na-ga,” the Great Blue Hills of God, as he chose. He dined by sitting on 2,600-foot Pinnacle Mountain and used the 1.3-billion-year-old granite of Table Rock Mountain as his table.

To visit the park and its restaurant and camping area, cross SC 11 and enter a dark, forested area on S-39-25/Table Rock State Park Road, a slender 3-mile loop. The forest is thick, deep, and filled with rhododendrons.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the park was established in 1935 in an effort to protect the beauty of the area. The Depression-era Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) developed the park using rustic designs and locally available building materials. Evidence of this original construction can be seen in the lodge, restaurant, bathhouse, two picnic shelters, the lake spillway, and dozens of other log and stone structures.

Table Rock Mountain, reaching 3,200 feet, overlooks one of the state’s oldest and most popular recreation areas. Camping, boating, fishing, swimming, nature trails and programs, summit hikes, a restaurant, and rental cabins are among the offerings. The park covers 3,000 acres of mostly oak and mixed pine and hardwood forests, home to such birds as peregrine falcons, ravens, and worm-eating warblers. A naturalist at the nature center schedules daily programs during the summer for visitors, and the 36-acre Pinnacle Lake offers supervised swimming, rental canoes, and pedal boats. The park has playgrounds, picnic tables, and shelters. Fishing for bass and catfish is allowed in nonmotorized boats.

The park has a substantial trail system that is designated a National Recreation Trail. The short Carrick Creek Nature Trail begins behind the nature center and connects with two longer hiking segments. On the west side of the Trail loop is the Sassafras Mountain Segment of the Foothills Trail, leading to Pinnacle Mountain, 4 miles away, past Sassafras Mountain, 9 miles away, and on to Oconee State Park, 85 miles from Table Rock. On the east side of the nature trail, the hike to the top of Table Rock Mountain is a rugged 3.4 miles.

Exit the park by continuing on Table Rock State Park Road past the camping area and turning left (east) on West Gate Road. Go 0.4 mile and take a left (east) back onto Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11.

On this tree-lined highway segment, Table Rock, Caesars Head, and other mountains sit to your left.

After 5.1 miles, veer left (north) on SC 8/Caesars Head Highway. Go 1.2 miles and merge left onto US 276/Geer Highway, winding northward and uphill into northwest Greenville County.

Continue (north) on US 276, a narrow, curving road through thick forest. Making an extremely steep climb up the Blue Ridge Escarpment, you experience several hairpin turns while enjoying a mountain stream, bald rock faces, and small waterfalls. Sometimes it looks as if the road drops completely off the mountain. Several pull-offs are here and there, where you can stop to explore the dark and dense woods or just savor the view.

After 1.8 miles, look for a pull-off along US 276, on your right beside a granite vista, to enter the Bald Rock Heritage Preserve. The 165-acre preserve adjoining Caesar’s Head State Park is part of the Mountain Bridge Wilderness Area. The broad granite rock provides a panoramic view of the eastern side of Table Rock Mountain and the surrounding foothills of Pickens and Greenville Counties.

The tract contains granite outcrops, seeps, and waterslides. Two headwater streams found here have aided in the growth of some rare plant species, including one nationally threatened, the Piedmont ragwort, and one state threatened, the grass of Parnassus. Take in the view and the beauty of the rock formations before heading north on US 276.

Once you see the old Mountain House Restaurant on your left after 4.5 miles, you’re almost at the Caesars Head State Park entrance (8155 Geer Hwy., Cleveland) 0.1 mile ahead.

This park is a popular spot because its elevation of 3,208 feet allows for unusually good visibility. Barring fog and haze, you can see 50 miles on a clear day at Caesars Head Lookout. Table Rock and Pinnacle Mountains are in easy view, and in the distance the Blue Ridge mountain range and the skyline of Greenville can be discerned.

An on-site park naturalist conducts visitors’ programs and workshops throughout the year, as well as bird walks, nature hikes, and overnight backpacking trips.

A network of trails takes hikers across several mountains. Raven Cliff Falls near Caesars Head State Park is reached via a 2-mile trail to an overlook, or a 3.3-mile hike to a suspension bridge above the falls. It is one of the highest waterfalls in the eastern United States, with a splendid 420-foot cascade. Bill Kimball–Coldspring Branch Loop (4.6 miles) and the Naturaland Trust Trail (9.5 miles), both quite strenuous, also connect near here, as do the western end of the Jones Gap Trail (5.5 miles) and the eastern end of the Gum Gap Segment of the Foothills Trail (12 miles).
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Viewing point atop Caesars Head outcrop, looking southwardKathy Clark






Caesars Head to Jones Gap

Leave Caesars Head and turn left out of the parking lot onto US 276. A mile north of Caesars Head is the parking area, on your right, for the moderately difficult trail to Raven Cliff Falls. The trail is on your left. The awe-inspiring views of the Blue Ridge Escarpment and the falls make it well worth the effort to get there. Another 0.4 mile farther north on US 276 on your right, is a parking area for the Silver Steps Falls trail, a 1.4-mile (each way) walk in the woods to a waterfall on the Middle Saluda River.

Continue north on US 276 for 1.2 miles and turn right (east) on YMCA Camp Road/Solomon Jones Road toward Camp Greenville YMCA (100 YMCA Camp Rd.), immediately south of the North Carolina state line. After 0.2 mile, the road becomes S-23-15/Solomon Jones Road. Mountain houses, brick bungalows, cornfields, and flower gardens filled with hollyhocks, zinnias, and wild daisies adorn this winding drive that crisscrosses the North and South Carolina border. Solomon Jones Road becomes YMCA Camp Road again after 2.4 miles.

After traveling 4.3 miles, you reach the Camp Greenville entrance. Bear right and continue almost a mile farther to visit Pretty Place and Symmes Chapel.

Two large marker stones, a few hundred feet past the entrance, indicate the entrance to the short but strenuous 1-mile trail to the bottom of Rainbow Falls, a beautiful setting where Cox Camp Creek plunges 100 feet and crashes onto rocks just in front of you. On sunny days, rainbow prisms glisten in the mist.

A stone wall and iron gates adorn the entrance to Pretty Place. Pass through the gates and see Fred W. Symmes Chapel perched on the edge of the mountain overlooking the Middle Saluda Valley. Park and walk into the stone structure, where you will see a spectacular panoramic view of the valley and nearby mountains. When not reserved for weddings or other private use, the chapel is open to the public. It is quiet and peaceful, a great place for a breezy picnic or just a reflective break.

Return on Solomon Jones Road/YMCA Camp Road to US 276, and then head south and east and downward on the curving highway past the Caesars Head Park headquarters until you reach the intersection of US 276 and Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11, 15.5 miles away.

Bear left (east). Along this stretch, you’ll see a few exclusive residential developments, as well as cute bungalows, log cabins, and horses grazing in green pastures tucked on both sides of the road, along with the South Saluda River on your right. Wildcat Wayside (5500 Greer Highway, Cleveland), a parking area for a short walk to Wildcat Branch Falls, is 0.6 mile along the way.

At the intersection of S-23-97/River Falls Road and SC 11/US 276, 3.4 miles farther east, turn left (north). Take a slow, winding ride north and then west along S-23-97/River Falls Road and S-23-97/Jones Gap Road for 5.8 miles until you reach a dead-end at Jones Gap State Park. The road hugs mountains and fields of corn, beans, tomatoes, and kudzu. Pines, oaks, magnolias, and cedars form a canopy over the road in places, giving the passage a cathedral-like mystery—dark, cool, and serene. Old barns, grazing horses, and mountain bungalows are tucked behind trees or atop steep hills lavished with wildflower gardens. Along the way you’ll catch glimpses of the Middle Saluda River and Tankersley Lake.

The visitor center and park office for Jones Gap State Park (303 Jones Gap Rd., Marietta) are a short walk across a bridge and through the woods off the shady parking area on the Middle Saluda River, the first river in South Carolina to be designated a State Scenic River. The Middle Saluda and its Cold Spring Branch tributary are part of the local beauty. The visitor center houses an interpretive environmental learning center with nature exhibits. Please note that the parking area is often full on weekends and holidays, so plan accordingly if you plan to stay for a while rather than just do a drive-by.
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Jones Gap State ParkMarie Goff



Between 1840 and 1848, Solomon Jones, for whom the area is named, built a 5.5-mile road across Caesars Head to Cedar Mountain, North Carolina. Originally, Jones Gap Road was a toll road, but it was abandoned in 1910. Now it is Jones Gap Trail, a pleasant walkway that allows hikers to meander along and across the Middle Saluda River and to the Caesars Head area.

Three much more difficult trails also interconnect here: Rim of the Gap (5.2 miles), Pinnacle Pass (13 miles), and Falls Creek–Hospital Rock (6.1 miles).




Nearby Attractions

Clemson University, downtown Greenville, Hagood Creek Petroglyph Site, Hagood Mill Historic Site, Paris Mountain State Park, Pickens County Museum of Art and History, Travelers Rest.
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Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway

Oconee Station State Historic Site to Cowpens National Battlefield Park

General Description: This 100-mile drive, passing by state parks, fruit orchards, roadside markets, and small villages on the Cherokee Scenic Highway (SC 11), follows an ancient Cherokee pathway in the looming shadow of the southern edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains known to the Cherokees as the “The Great Blue Hills of God.” It begins at Oconee Station State Historic Site, an old Indian trading site and militia outpost, and ends at Cowpens National Battlefield Park, site of a pivotal battle in the American Revolution.

Special Attractions: Oconee Station State Historic Site, Station Cove Falls, Devils Fork State Park, Lake Jocassee, Keowee River, Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area, Table Rock Mountain, Poinsett Bridge Heritage Preserve, Chestnut Ridge Heritage Preserve, Campbell’s Covered Bridge, Cowpens National Battlefield Park.

Location: Northwest corner of the state.

Travel Season: All year. Spring and summer are especially beautiful, with blooming flowers and orchards. Autumn guarantees a spectacular, colorful show. Peaches are celebrated in the summer and apples in the fall with local festivals.

Services: Conventional accommodations and services are plentiful in Clemson, Easley, Greenville, Spartan-burg, and Gaffney. Limited services are available in Walhalla, Pickens, Landrum, and Chesnee.


The Drive

Along the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Drive, you enjoy magnificent views of foliage, lakes, and apple and peach orchards as you drive the ancient foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, one of the oldest mountain ranges on earth. The roadway follows an ancient Cherokee pathway, often right at the foot of the mountains. Beginning in Oconee Station State Historic Site, you travel to Devils Fork State Park on the banks of Lake Jocassee and continue past Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area, on the shore of Lake Keowee, Table Rock and Jones Gap State Parks, through fruit orchard country all the way to Campbell’s Covered Bridge and Cowpens National Battlefield.

The Cherokee Foothills Drive begins at Oconee Station State Historic Site, in Oconee County. Oconee, meaning “water eyes of the hills,” is situated in the extreme northwestern corner of the state, almost surrounded by the waters of the


Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway: Oconee Station State Historic Site to Cowpens National Battlefield Park
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Chattooga River and Lakes Jocassee, Keowee, and Hartwell. The area was home to several Native American tribes, including the Creek and the Cherokee, but they gave up their lands in treaties signed in 1777 and 1785. After the American Revolution, settlers from other parts of the state began moving in.




Oconee Station State Historic Site to Devils Fork State Park

Begin your drive in Oconee Station State Historic Site (500 Oconee Station Rd., Walhalla), a militia outpost and Indian trading place dating from the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The parking area is a few tenths of a mile from the park entrance.

The 210-acre park has two historic structures, Oconee Station and the William Richards House. From the parking area hike uphill several yards to see Oconee Station, the oldest extant structure in Oconee County, built in 1792 as part of a series of blockhouses along the South Carolina frontier during a tense period between settlers and the Creek Indians. Oconee Station is considered the last western militia outpost to be decommissioned in the upstate. Troops remained until 1799, when the site was turned into a trading post, operated by Irish immigrant William Richards until his death in 1809. The William Richards House, constructed in 1805 and believed to be the first brick house in northwestern South Carolina, is adjacent.

The park also features a fishing pond and a nature trail leading into the Sumter National Forest and ending at Station Cove Falls, a 60-foot waterfall. Here, the nature trail connects to a 3.2-mile segment of the Palmetto Trail that takes hikers to Oconee State Park. This segment forms the northwestern terminus of the mountains-to-the-sea Palmetto Trail, which begins on the coast in the Awendaw area north of Charleston. If the park entrance is closed, you can drive 0.2 mile farther to a trailhead on our left that takes you to the falls.

Exit Oconee Station by turning left (southeast) back onto S-37-95/Oconee Station Road and driving 2 miles to SC 11. Turn left (northeast) and drive through rolling hills for 8.3 miles to a left (north) turn on Jocassee Lake Road/S-37-25 that takes you to Devils Fork State Park (161 Holcombe Circle, Salem). Drive 3.7 serene, winding miles all the way into the park, passing gardens, wildflowers, and mountain homes, to the boat landing for a great view of Lake Jocassee. A brown sign marks the turn.

The park’s central feature is Lake Jocassee, named after an Indian princess whose name means “the place of the lost one.” Devils Fork is also the only public access to the 7,500-acre lake. One thousand feet above sea level, deep and icy cold, and surrounded by forested mountains, its waters teem with brown trout, rainbow trout, white bass, smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, bluegill, and black crappie.
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Lake Jocassee, at Devils Fork State ParkKathy Clark



A 3.5-mile walking trail and 1.5-mile nature trail offer opportunities to view bloodroots, trout lilies, violets, jack-in-the-pulpits, and rare Oconee bells as you walk through forest inhabited by wild turkeys, white-tailed deer, raccoons, and gray foxes. In the trees are a variety of songbirds, including red-eyed vireos, scarlet tanagers, and many species of wood warblers. Peregrine falcons soar above.

In addition to a gift and tackle shop, and a variety of campsites, the 622-acre park offers 20 mountain villas that overlook the lake, complete with screened porches and fireplaces.




Devils Fork State Park to Campbell’s Covered Bridge

Exit Devils Fork and backtrack 3.7 miles on S-37-25/Jocassee Lake Road to turn left onto the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11. Travel northeast, crossing Keowee River after 3 miles and passing through Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area (see Scenic Drive 2) 2 miles farther. Stop and enjoy the park’s interpretive center and walking paths.

When you cross Keowee River, you enter Pickens County, established in 1826 in an area that was Cherokee territory until the American Revolutionary War, when the Cherokee sided with the British and suffered defeat.


[image: chpt_fig_012.jpg]
View of Table Rock Mountain, from Cherokee Foothills Scenic HighwayKathy Clark



Continue 8.4 miles past forests and mountains to the intersection with US 178. A detour to the left (north) here takes you to Sassafras Mountain and Eastatoe Creek Heritage Preserve (see Scenic Drive 2).

Be sure to look directly ahead here for a terrific view of majestic Table Rock Mountain. Table Rock State Park (158 E. Ellison Lane, Pickens) and the Cherokee Foothills Visitor Center (see Scenic Drive 2) are 4.3 miles past the intersection.

Almost 5.3 miles farther is the left (northwest) turn for SC 8 that leads to Caesars Head State Park (see Scenic Drive 2). Next, 1.5 miles down the road, SC 11 joins US 276/Geer Highway at the Greenville County line. Founded in 1786, Greenville County has the largest population in South Carolina, but this portion is sparsely populated. US 276 and SC 11 run concurrently to the right (southeast).

Bear right (east) on US 276/SC 11. Christmas tree farms, grazing horses, and huge old trees line the highway. Mountain cottages and bungalows are dispersed throughout the hills and valleys. Wildcat Wayside (5500 Greer Highway, Cleveland), a parking area for a short walk to Wildcat Branch Falls, is on your left 0.4 mile ahead. About 3.4 miles farther is S-23-97/River Falls Road on your left, leading north to Jones Gap State Park (see Scenic Drive 2) 5.5 miles down the road.

Continue on US 276/SC 11 crossing over the Middle Saluda River. At 1.5 miles past River Falls Road, turn left (northeast) toward Gowensville to continue on SC 11. US 276 heads south to Travelers Rest and Greenville.

Mountains and forests predominate this stretch of the drive. After 2.6 miles, the entrance to Pleasant Ridge County Park (4232 SC 11, Marietta, SC) is on your left. Continue 2 miles past horse pastures framed by mountains to the intersection with US 25 which connects Greenville with Hendersonville, NC.

About 3.7 miles on SC 11 past US 25 is the left-hand turn (northeast) on S-23-91/Old South Carolina 11 leading, 2.4 miles away, to Poinsett Bridge Heritage Preserve, a 12-acre preserve containing Poinsett Bridge, a 183-year-old stone bridge (580 Callahan Mt. Rd., Landrum). This is believed to be the oldest surviving bridge in South Carolina and possibly designed by famed South Carolina architect Robert Mills.

About 6 additional miles along SC 11 past the Poinsett Bridge turnoff is the entrance to Chestnut Ridge Heritage Preserve (2101 Oak Grove Road, Landrum).

This stretch of the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway is dotted with fresh produce markets offering, in season, such enticements as fresh apples, blackberries, raspberries, peaches, pears, plums, grapes, muscadines, figs, boiled green peanuts, honey, sweet corn, and a variety of fresh vegetables. Mountains puncture the horizon to the north as horses, goats, and cattle graze in vibrant green fields.

To visit Campbell’s Covered Bridge, turn right, 3.4 miles past the Chestnut Ridge turnoff onto Tugaloo Road/S-23-978 and travel southwest 1.2 miles to S-23-175/North Campbell Road. Turn left (south) and drive through a picturesque agricultural valley with seasoned farm homes and scattered barns. Continue 1.4 miles to the intersection with SC 414.

Turn left (east) on SC 414 and drive 0.4 mile to the first road on your right, S-23-114/Pleasant Hill Road. Turn right (west) and go 0.2 mile to a gravel parking lot on your right to visit Campbell’s Covered Bridge.

Refurbished and managed by the City of Greenville, the bright red wooden structure spanning Beaverdam Creek is the only remaining covered bridge in South Carolina. Constructed in 1909, it has been restored several times.




Campbell’s Covered Bridge to Cowpens National Battlefield

Exit the parking lot by turning left (northeast) on Pleasant Hill Road/S-23-114. Travel 0.2 mile and then turn right (east) and travel 1.1 miles on Pleasant Hill Road/S-23-114 to SC 14. Turn left (northeast) on SC 14 and drive 2.3 miles to the Gowensville crossroads with SC 11.

Turn right (east) on SC 11 toward Campobello.

For an interesting detour, go straight (north) for 5 miles to the charming village of Landrum, filled with antiques, book stores, gift shops, and fine dining. Pretty Lake Lanier is just west of town.

Continuing eastward on SC 11, cross into northern Spartanburg County, the name of which is derived from the Spartan Rifles, a local militia that played a major role in the Battle of Cowpens during the American Revolution. In spring, this highway is ablaze in pinks and yellows. In autumn, red and orange foliage leads you past rolling hills to the peach country of Spartanburg County, “the fresh peach capital of the South,” and for good reason. At one time Spartanburg County produced more commercially grown fresh peaches than the entire state of Georgia.

In the village of Campobello, 4 miles from the junction with SC 14, you reach a traffic light at the intersection of
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Nearby Attractions










Helpful Organizations


State Government


	South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism

	1205 Pendleton St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 734-1700

	DiscoverSouthCarolina.com

	SouthCarolinaParks.com




	South Carolina National Heritage Corridor

	1205 Pendleton St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	scnhc.org




	South Carolina Aquarium

	100 Aquarium Wharf

	Charleston, SC 29401

	(843) 577-3474

	(800) 722-6455

	scaquarium.org




	South Carolina Department of Agriculture

	1200 Senate St.

	5th Floor, Wade Hampton Building

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 734-2210

	agriculture.sc.gov




	Greenville State Farmers Market

	1354 Rutherford Rd.

	Greenville, SC 29609




	Pee Dee State Farmers Market

	2513 West Lucas St.

	Florence, SC 29501




	South Carolina State Farmers Market

	3483 Charleston Hwy.

	West Columbia, SC 29172




	South Carolina Department of Archives & History

	8301 Parklane Rd.

	Columbia, SC 29223

	(803) 896-6196

	scdah.sc.gov




	South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

	1000 Assembly St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 734-3886 (hunting & fishing)

	(803) 734-3893 (Heritage Preserves)

	dnr.sc.gov




	South Carolina Department of Transportation

	955 Park St.,

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(855) 467-2368

	scdot.org




	GIS/Mapping

	955 Park St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 737-1677

	https://www.scdot.org/travel/travel-mappinggis.aspx




	South Carolina Forestry Commission

	5500 Broad River Rd.

	Columbia, SC 29212

	(803) 896-8800

	scfc.gov




	South Carolina Institute of Archaeology & Anthropology

	1321 Pendleton St.

	Columbia, SC 29208

	(803) 777-8170




	South Carolina State Library

	1500 Senate St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 734-8666

	statelibrary.sc.gov




	South Carolina State Museum

	301 Gervais St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 898-4921

	scmuseum.org






United States Government


	US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service

	Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests

	4931 Broad River Rd.

	Columbia, SC 29212

	(803) 561-4000

	fs.usda.gov/scnfs




	Francis Marion National Forest US Forest Service Ranger District Office

	2967 Steed Creek Rd.

	Huger, SC 29450

	(843) 336-2200

	fs.usda.gov/scnfs




	Sewee Visitor & Environmental Education Center

	5821 US 17 North

	Awendaw, SC 29429

	(843) 928-3368




	Sumter National Forest US Forest Service

	fs.usda.gov/scnfs




	Andrew Pickens Ranger District Office

	112 Andrew Pickens Circle

	Mountain Rest, SC 29664

	(864) 638-9568




	Enoree Ranger District Office

	20 Work Center Rd.

	Whitmire, SC 29178

	(803) 276-4810




	Tyger Ranger District Office

	3557 Whitmire Hwy.

	Union, SC 29379

	(864) 427-9858




	Long Cane Ranger District Office

	810 Buncombe St.

	Edgefield, SC 29824

	(803) 637-5396






National Wildlife Refuges


	Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge

	5801 US 17 North

	Awendaw, SC 29429

	(843) 928-3264

	fws.gov/refuge/cape-romain




	Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge

	23734 US 1

	McBee, SC 29101

	(843) 335-8350

	fws.gov/carolinasandhills




	Ernest F. Hollings ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge

	Grovetown Plantation Manor

	8675 Willtown Rd.

	Hollywood, SC 29449

	(843) 889-3084

	fws.gov/refuge/ernest-f-hollings-ace-basin




	Pinckney Island National Wildlife Refuge

	Savannah Coastal Refuges Complex

	694 Beech Hill Lane

	Hardeeville, SC 29927

	(843) 784-2468

	fws.gov/pinckneyisland




	Santee National Wildlife Refuge

	2125 Fort Watson Rd.

	Summerton, SC 29148

	(803) 478-221

	fws.gov/santee




	Savannah National Wildlife Refuge

	694 Beech Hill Lane

	Hardeeville, SC 29927

	(843) 784-2468

	fws.gov/savannah




	Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge

	21424 N. Fraser St.

	Georgetown, SC 29440

	(843) 527-8069

	fws.gov/waccamaw






National Park Service Sites


	Charles Pinckney National Historic Site

	1254 Long Point Rd.

	Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

	(843) 577-0242

	www.nps.gov/chpi




	Congaree National Park

	100 National Park Rd.

	Hopkins, SC 29061

	(803) 776-4396

	nps.gov/cong/index.htm




	Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor National Historic Area

	PO Box 787

	Beaufort, SC 29901

	(843) 818-4587

	gullahgeecheecorridor.org




	Cowpens National Battlefield

	4001 Chesnee Hwy.

	Gaffney, SC 29341

	(864) 461-2828

	nps.gov/cowp




	Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Historic Park

	1214 Middle St.

	Sullivan’s Island, SC 29482

	(843) 577-0242

	nps.gov/fosu




	Kings Mountain National Military Park

	2625 Park Rd.

	Blacksburg, SC 29702

	(864) 936-7921 x 3

	nps.gov/kimo




	Ninety Six National Historic Site

	1106 Hwy. 248

	Ninety Six, SC 29666

	(864) 543-4068

	nps.gov/nisi




	Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail

	338 New Pleasant Rd.

	Gaffney, SC 29341

	(864) 461-2828

	nps.gov/ovvi




	Reconstruction Era National Historic Park

	706 Craven St.

	Beaufort, SC 29902

	(843) 962-0039

	nps.gov/reer






Private Sources of Information


	Foothills Trail Conservancy

	PO Box 3041

	Greenville, SC 29602

	(864) 467-9537

	foothillstrail.org




	International African American Museum

	14 Wharfside St.

	Charleston, SC 29401

	PO Box 22761

	Charleston, SC 29413

	Iaamuseum.org




	Palmetto Conservation Foundation & Palmetto Trails

	722 King St.

	Columbia, SC 29205

	(803) 771-0870

	palmettoconservation.org




	Palmetto Cycling Coalition

	808-D Lady St.

	Columbia, SC 29201

	(803) 445-1099

	pccsc.net




	South Carolina Nature-Based Tourism Association

	scnatureadventures.com






Tourism Regions


	Capital City & Lake Murray Country

	Richland, Lexington, Saluda, & Newberry Counties

	2184 N. Lake Dr.

	Columbia, SC 29212

	(803) 781-5940

	(866) SC-JEWEL

	lakemurraycountry.com




	Historic Charleston & Resort Islands

	Charleston & Dorchester Counties Charleston Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

	375 Meeting St.

	Charleston, SC 29403

	(843) 774-0006

	charlestoncvb.com




	Lake Hartwell Country

	Anderson, Oconee, & Pickens Counties Pendleton District Commission

	120 History Lane

	Pendleton, SC 29670

	(864) 646-3782

	lakehartwellcountry.com




	Lowcountry & Resort Islands

	Beaufort, Colleton, Hampton, & Jasper Counties

	1 Lowcountry Lane, PO Box 615 Yemassee, SC 29945

	(843) 717-3090

	(800) 528-6870

	southcarolinalowcountry.com




	Myrtle Beach Area & Grand Strand

	Horry & Georgetown Counties Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

	1200 N. Oak St.

	Myrtle Beach, SC 29577

	(843) 626-7444

	(800) 356-3016

	visitmyrtlebeach.com




	Old 96 District

	Abbeville, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens, & McCormick Counties Old 96 Tourism Commission

	204 E. Public Sq.

	Laurens, SC 29360

	(864) 984-2233

	visitold96sc.com




	Olde English District

	Chester, Chesterfield, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, Union, and York Counties

	3200 Commerce Dr.

	Richburg, SC 29729

	(803) 385-6800

	oldenglishdistrict.com




	Pee Dee Country

	Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, & Williamsburg Counties

	Pee Dee Tourism Commission

	Hamer, SC 29547

	(843) 669-0950

	peedeetourism.com




	Santee Cooper Country

	Berkeley, Calhoun, Clarendon, Orangeburg, & Sumter Counties

	9302 Old #6 Hwy. E.

	Santee, SC 29142

	(803) 854-2131

	santeecoopercountry.org




	Thoroughbred Country

	Aiken, Allendale, Bamburg, & Barnwell Counties

	2748 Wagener Rd.

	Aiken, SC 29801

	(803) 649-7981

	tbredcountry.org




	The Upcountry

	Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Pickens, Oconee, & Spartanburg Counties

	Discover Upcountry Carolina Association

	500 East North St.

	Greenville, SC 29601

	(864) 233-2690

	upcountrysc.com









Bibliography and Further Reading

South Carolina: A History, by Walter Edgar, and The South Carolina Encyclopedia, edited by Edgar, are the authoritative works on the state’s historical setting. This appendix provides information on some of the many other excellent published sources for learning more about South Carolina’s natural resources and other attractions.


We must note, however, that many of our best sources for writing this book, in addition to our personal experiences and observations from driving each and many alternative routes, were locally produced brochures and pamphlets, web-sites, historical markers, and conversations with a variety of helpful folks across the state, especially including those staffing visitor centers and museums, along with public servants working for the state and federal agencies that manage and protect our natural wonders. Also helpful was the fact that both authors are native South Carolinians and have lived the large of majority (but not all) of our lives in our home state.


Google Maps, Mapquest, and GPS systems have replaced our earlier reliance on road atlases for finding our way around the back roads of South Carolina. Nevertheless, we still found South Carolina State Road Atlas, published by RLM Enterprises, to be helpful.
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