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Paris becomes something out of a dream when it snows. The city's radiance is what draws people in, even if the streets are quieter and the air is crisper. The scent of spiced wine and roasted chestnuts dances on the wind as the lights from the Eiffel Tower sparkle off the new coating of white, creating reflections on the Seine. Beneath the surface comes the murmur of the Christmas markets. Streets and squares are lined with little wooden booths that are bursting with handmade items and the spirit of the holidays. It's like entering a another universe when you enter Montmartre. As painters gather over their paintings to capture the enchantment of the snow-covered Sacré-Coeur that looms above, cobblestone alleys thread their way upward. Nestled amid secret courtyards and little passageways, the Montmartre market is a world unto itself. Wearing gloves, they browse carefully woven scarves, candles glowing in the cold, and handmade trinkets. As if the city itself is bringing warmth to the very cold winter, the aroma of mulled wine clings to the air, warming both hands and hearts.
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THERE'S AN UNEARTHLY shine about the bridges down along the Seine. Standing tall and reflecting in the frigid waters below is Pont Neuf, one of the city's oldest bridges. Midnight strolls along the river take on a dreamlike quality. As if Paris is attempting to conceal its secrets in the snow, the lights fade into gentle orbs. With its gothic grandeur mellowed by the snow, the Notre-Dame towering over everything, creating lengthy shadows that nearly allude to the city's past. Only the sound of footsteps crunching in the snow remains as the noises of life from the riverbanks fade into the distance. The Tuileries Garden's Christmas market is different; it's louder and livelier. Everywhere you look, you can hear music mingling with the laughing of the carousel families. Paris comes to life here in a swirl of noises, sights, and scents. In the center is the ice rink, with food vendors offering anything from exquisite crepes to filling raclette. Above, the Ferris wheel gently rotates, providing a vista of the city's glittering roofs to those who dare endure the cold. 
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LE MARAIS OFFERS A serene beauty for those looking to get away from the bustle. There are secret cafés in this area where the snow silently collects on the roofs, tucked away in its meandering lanes and away from the bustle. Le Marais's winding streets give it a timeless atmosphere and a more leisurely pace. With the aroma of freshly baked goods and cappuccino wafting through the chilly air, a café on the corner turns into a haven. The world outside slows to a winter silence as locals sip their beverages and engage in discussion. Under the snow, Père Lachaise Cemetery has a haunting, otherworldly beauty. Under a thick coating of frost, the well-known tombs of authors, composers, and artists lie with their headstones almost obscured by the white landscape. Wearing heavy jackets and scarves, visitors meander around the twisting walkways as if they had traveled back in time. Even the harsh edges of the tombstones and the distant noises of the city are softened by the snow. Here, there's a feeling of peace and quiet that permeates the chilly air, bringing the past closer and more palpable.
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WINTER TRAVEL TO PARIS provides more than simply the typical tourist experience. Hotels all throughout the city welcome the season with windows frosted over, providing views of the snow-covered streets, and fires burning in the lobbies. 

The Ritz becomes a world unto itself with its lavish décor and historic charm. Guests may enjoy drinks by the fire while taking in the city's sparkling lights from their rooms at the Hotel Lutetia, an art deco masterpiece that provides a contemporary take on traditional Parisian grandeur. With the aroma of lavender and clean linen, even the smaller, boutique hotels dotted across areas like Saint-Germain-des-Prés seem warm and inviting, bringing visitors in from the cold. Restaurants in Paris also welcome the season. With their foggy windows concealing boiling platters of coq au vin and boeuf bourguignon, bistros throw light into the streets. Inside, individuals gather around little tables, each holding a glass of red wine. The food at restaurants like Le Comptoir du Relais and Chez Janou seems richer and heartier, as if it was prepared especially for the chilly evenings. Food, conversation, and environment all flow together at these restaurants with a distinctly Parisian charm. For something more upscale, La Tour d'Argent provides a dining experience that combines elegance and history, with its centuries-old walls keeping watch over guests while they savor duck delicacies that have been honed over many generations.

The gentle glow of candles fills the cathedrals on Christmas Eve. While the music of carols fills the air in Saint-Germain-des-Prés, the service at Notre-Dame assumes a somber, respectful mood. Although the city seems calm, energy is growing. Paris comes alive on New Year's Eve as people assemble on the Champs-Élysées to ring in the new year. The sky is illuminated by fireworks, which display vibrant hues against the snow-covered streets. With its lights blazing in jubilation, the Eiffel Tower shines brighter than ever. When Paris is covered with snow, it becomes an experience rather than just a place to visit. The city comes alive in every way, from the wide boulevards to the secret passageways. It seems as if a veil of enchantment has been applied to familiar sights, making them seem new. Under the snow, the city dances to a different beat, one that is quieter but nonetheless tinged with energy. Every snowflake that falls appears to have a secret waiting to be discovered, history remains in the icy air, and tradition and imagination blend together in this area.
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CHAPTER 1

THE FIRST SNOWFALL AND THE CITY’S AWAKENING


[image: ]


The Parisian sky turns into a whirling white canvas as snow starts to fall. As it lands on the roofs, dusts sculptures, and settles over the broad boulevards, each flake has a feeling of subdued enchantment. The city seems to be waiting for something, holding its breath. The first snowfall is an invitation rather than just a change in the weather. Under the snow, Paris changes; it seems gentler in some way, as if it has entered a dream. Normally alive with the sound of footfall and conversation, the cobblestone streets now vibrate with a kind of quiet. 
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STANDING HIGHER AGAINST the snow-covered sky is the Eiffel Tower, which always commands attention. 

Its iron structure seems almost brittle, and the lights flicker gently in the chilly air. In Champ de Mars, visitors and residents congregate to see the snow blanketing the grass and piling up on benches. Everyone is enveloped in wonder and there is a sense of calm among the throng. A version of Paris that is exclusive to winter is created by the snow, which transforms the familiar views into something fresh. The pavements at Saint-Germain-des-Prés are starting to take on a new beat as you stroll about the city. The streets are lined with cafés, their windows foggy from the heat. Slipping inside Café de Flore or Les Deux Magots, where the aroma of freshly brewed coffee blends with the perfume of snow on clothing, is alluring. Warmth, laughter, and steamy cups of chocolate chaud are shared among people gathered around little tables. The city seems to have two worlds: the busy inside and the peaceful streets just beyond the doors. The brightness within the building contrasts with the cold outside.
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THE SNOW HAS SOFTENED the imposing edifice of Notre-Dame, which looms in the distance. As the gargoyles sit with snow heaped on their stone wings, the spires rise and vanish into the gray sky. Everything seems timeless as the river reflects the subdued light as the Seine meanders under the arches. The typical city hubbub disappears as you stroll along the riverbanks. Paris under the snow has a certain intimacy, as if the city's secrets are spoken in the cold. Under the snow, Le Marais, with its winding lanes and old buildings, turns into a labyrinth of peaceful streets. The streets, which are lighted by lanterns, seem to transport you to a bygone era of the city. Art galleries and boutique stores are still open, their windows glowing with gentle illumination that bounces off the snow-covered sidewalk. Warmth and color embrace you as soon as you enter, standing in sharp contrast to the frigid outside world. You get the impression that you've stumbled across something secret, a hidden gem of Paris that not many people see.
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A STAY AT LE MEURICE provides a unique winter experience for people who yearn for luxury. The hotel's magnificence seems almost dramatic when framed by the snow falling outside. After a day of exploring the snow-covered streets, guests seeking warmth find refuge in the lobby, which is adorned with chandeliers and luxurious materials. Here, afternoon tea turns into a ritual rather than just a respite. As they indulge in delicious pastries and drink on well prepared tea, guests see the snow beyond the towering windows as it continues its silent job. Always high above the city, Montmartre seems even more cut off from the world below when the snow begins to fall. The basilica seems bizarre and even unearthly as the winding alleys lead up to Sacré-Cœur, with its snow-dusted domes. In Place du Tertre, artists congregate to draw the snow-covered skyline despite the cold. It seems as if every step has been repeated by others who came before you, and the air is thicker and heavier with art and history. This area of the city has a certain appeal, as if time passes differently up here. For a minute, it seems as if there is nothing else outside of Montmartre as the music of an accordion floats through the atmosphere.

The city's hotels come alive with the first snowfall. The art deco decor of Hôtel Lutetia shines against the wintry outside. With drinks in hand, visitors linger in the lobby as the fire crackles and they watch the city change through the frosted windows. A postcard-like view can be found in every room, one that makes you want to put your face against the window to get a better look. With a gentle light
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