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“2:16: YAHWEH GOD COMMANDED the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17).

“20:14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:14).

Table of Contents

DEATH DEMYSTIFIED

DEATH DEMYSTIFIED

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

PREFACE

CHAPTER 1


WHERE WE COME FROM


CHAPTER 2


WHY WE ARE HERE


CHAPTER 3


THE “BIRTH” OF DEATH


CHAPTER 4

LONGEVITY IN THE BIBLE

CHAPTER 5


THE REALITY OF AN AFTERLIFE


CHAPTER 6

HOW TO PREPARE OURSELVES

CHAPTER 7


WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH


CHAPTER 8


WHERE IS SHEOL?


CHAPTER 9


DEATH UNDER THE NEW COVENANT


CHAPTER 10


THE JUDGMENT OF THE JUST


CHAPTER 11


THE JUDGMENT OF UNBELIEVERS


CHAPTER 12


CONCLUSION



	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PREFACE


[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


DEATH IS A MYSTERY. Nobody can say exactly what it is and what lies beyond. Nobody has ever come back from it to say with one hundred percent exactitude what it is.

Of course, there have been cases of NDE – Near Death Experience. But, if there are similarities among the experiences that have been reported, there are discrepancies and differences, as well.

Moreover, in most cases, the subjects enter that state as a result of disease, heart attack, serious accident, poisoning and the like. With their senses impaired, it is doubtful whether their reports can be fully trusted.

Since ages, philosophers have tried to answer the main questions relating to human existence:


-  Where do we come from?

-  Why are we here?

-  Where do we go from here?


The very mention of death triggers fright in us. Death is always associated with dark, gloomy, negative, obscure, gruesome, morbid thoughts.

At funerals, people wear black usually.

People are scared of ghosts – if ever they   exist!

Passing in the vicinity of a cemetery at certain times sends chills down certain people’s spine!

If there is a place where we can find answers to the questions philosophers have been asking and that we quoted above, that’s in God’s inerrant Word, the Bible.

My aim in writing this book is to try to answer the above-mentioned questions and, more specifically, look at the question of death and see what and how much we can learn about this fear-inspiring subject.

Of course, my main source will be the Bible, God’s Word revealed to us.
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FIRST OF ALL, LET’S try to understand where we come from. Charles Darwin and his “disciples”, the evolutionists, will tell you that man is the end of a long series of progressive developments.

It all started with single-celled organisms which developed into multi-cellular organisms. Some of those became fish which, in turn, evolved into amphibians. Amphibians turned into reptiles and reptiles into mammals. Mammals became primates and primates culminated in hominids – the class to which we belong.

This process, according to evolutionists, has been very gradual and has lasted millions and millions of years. 

But two series of questions come to mind.

First, where did the single-celled organisms come from? Where did they originate? What developed into them? What was that mysterious original “thing” that triggered the whole process?

Second, why has the process suddenly stopped once primates had turned into humans? Why, since man has been on earth, we are not seeing the emergence of a new species? 

It is believed that the modern form of humans appeared some 200,000 years ago and our ancestors have been in existence for six million years.​[1]

But how come that, since then, there has been no sensible transformation in our general make-up?

Moreover, the transformation of single-celled organisms into human beings – no matter how gradual it was – seems too formidable to believe!

But let’s go to the Bible and see what it says. First of all, we must realize that the Bible is God’s inspired Word. In other words, He has breathed His spirit into it. It is, therefore, no ordinary book! Believing God’s Word is axiomatic. It’s the bottom line. All human foundations being fallible and subject to error, God’s Word is the only safe foundation on which we must build our reasoning.

For example, how long was it believed that the earth was flat until it was proved to be round or elliptic? Or how long was the atom thought to be indivisible until the tragic events in Hiroshima and Nagasaki belied it?

These are just two simple examples. But there are a host of other scientific beliefs that were once upheld to be eventually proved to be false. But they are too complex to be included in a book of this scope.

However, a simple Google search will provide ample examples.

As we said, let’s see what the Bible says.

“26God said, “Let’s make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27God created man in his own image. In God’s image he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them. God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”​[2]

Here we see a quite different explanation of the origin of man. A diametrically opposite explanation, in fact: man did not just happen as a result of a long series of developments and mutations but was created!

God, however, did not just create man, based on a whim. He first created an adequate environment fit to receive man first.

Even we, mortals, when we are expecting the birth of a child, we see to it that we have everything ready to welcome the new baby. We get its room ready with its cot, its toys, its clothes, its feeding bottle and so on. We even choose everything taking into consideration the baby’s gender, predetermined by an echography: blue for boys and pink for girls.

Are we wiser than God?

Before He created man, He created the heavens, the earth, light, day, night, fish, living creatures, birds, herbs, grass and so many other things. And He found everything to be good,

Then, to crown it all, He finally created man in His own image. And He found it to be very good.

But how did God create the first man?

“Yahweh God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”​[3]

Notice no mention is made of single-celled organism. God took some of the earth He had created and fashioned it to give it a definite shape. But, at that stage, it was just a “thing” – inert and lifeless. Then He breathed into its nostrils and only then did that “thing” become a living being. Thus the very first man came into existence. The prototype of humanity!

He then placed man in a beautiful and luxuriant Garden He had created. In the Garden there even flowed a river to irrigate it and provide drinking water to man. That Garden has been called “the Garden of Eden”. It was a place where everything was perfect – no pollution, no corruption, no evil, no sin, no disease, no sickness, no death.

But then, after some time, God realized that something was missing. 

It’s not that the Almighty had forgotten or omitted something. God is omniscient. He is all-knowing. 

It’s just that I am narrating this in “human terms,”​[4] as the apostle Paul used to put it.

Thus, God had created everything man would need for his livelihood.

But, in His infinite wisdom, He knew that man now needed something more:

“Yahweh God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”​[5]

God understood that it was not enough for man to just have a proper and productive environment for him to live in: he needed to have a companion, too. Man, being endowed with feelings and emotions, needed to be gratified at that level, too.

Remember God said: “Let us create man in our own image”.​[6]

Notice that He was using
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