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			INTRODUCTION

			Since I was a young girl, I’ve always believed that family is important. I was first exposed to genealogy research in the fifth grade during a school assignment to research my family history. I put together a video presentation I called “Ancestral Journal” that showcased the little I knew about my family history. I played the role of a news anchor, reading stories I learned from interviewing relatives about their childhood memories, sifting through family photographs, and gathering family heirlooms and old letters from relatives.

			Today, I believe this early experience was a foreshadowing of what was to come in my life. I graduated from college with a degree in journalism and started working at Family Tree Magazine. While at the magazine, my interest in researching my family history blossomed. It was also where I was first introduced to FamilySearch.org <www.familysearch.org>.

			Over the years, FamilySearch.org has become my go-to genealogy research website. It’s the first place I turn for two reasons: it’s free, and has an extensive (and continually growing) digital records collection.

			FamilySearch.org is where I’ve found federal and state census records and transcriptions for my ancestors. It’s where I found the naturalization record for my great-grandfather, who immigrated to America from Italy in the early 1900s. It’s also where I’ve found birth, death, and marriage records for several ancestors. In addition, because of FamilySearch.org, I learned that my grandmother worked as a maid before she got married, and the year that some relatives on my dad’s side of the family came to America. All of the records and information I’ve found gave me a deeper sense of who my ancestors were. They’ve provided clues to my ancestors’ lives, not just when and where they lived.

			Through my work with Family Tree Magazine as an assistant editor and later as a freelance writer and editor, I learned that many genealogists (especially beginners) don’t know about FamilySearch.org—or their knowledge only scratches the surface. Although it’s got billions of records, FamilySearch.org is a hidden gem; an underutilized resource. I’ve come to find it extremely valuable and, because of that, I want to share my knowledge and experience of this website with other genealogy enthusiasts. It’s a valuable source I think every genealogist should know about and use.

			As you research your own family, I hope the tips and insights in this book help you fine-tune your ancestor searches to locate a genealogy gold mine of records. Of course, any technology or website can change rapidly, and FamilySearch.org is no exception. Based on my research conducted for this book, I learned FamilySearch.org is continually working to enhance its website and the search features it offers. Although certain aspects, search options, and record collections may change after publication, the strategies included should be adaptable to new iterations of the site and search forms.

			Further, the insights and success stories provided by genealogists throughout the book can serve as inspiration to start (or continue) your ancestor search on FamilySearch.org.

			Since the first edition was published, FamilySearch.org has added millions of new records, changed how some information is presented on the site, made some tweaks to its Family Tree, and enhanced its Memories section and mobile apps. In the second edition, I have updated images throughout the book to capture those changes and revised any step-by-step instructions that have changed. I also have added a chapter on accessing records at the Family History Library, local Family History Centers, and the affiliate libraries.

			I hope you enjoy the book and find it useful. Happy searching!

			Dana McCullough

			<www.danamccullough.com>

			Milwaukee, Wisconsin

			October 2019
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			1

			Getting Started

			Former president Jimmy Carter was once quoted as saying, “We’ve uncovered some embarrassing ancestors in the not-too-distant past. Some horse thieves, and some people killed on Saturday nights. One of my relatives, unfortunately, was even in the newspaper business.”

			As this quote illustrates, you never know where your genealogy research journey will take you or whom you’ll discover in your family tree. That said, FamilySearch.org is a great place to start your journey. This free website, operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), has more than four billion names in searchable collections. Each month, it adds millions of records. This amazing amount of online records is largely thanks to FamilySearch (the genealogy arm of the LDS church) and its volunteer indexers and digitizers around the world.

			WHAT’S ON FAMILYSEARCH.ORG?

			FamilySearch.org’s main treasures are its family trees, historical records, genealogies, and digitized books. It also has user-submitted “Memories,” which are photos, stories, and documents posted to the website by registered users. Here’s a quick overview of the most important categories and features of FamilySearch.org.

			Family Tree

			Under the Family Tree tab on the home page (and after registering with the website), you can create an online family tree. For each person on your tree, you can add vital information such as birth date and place, christening date and place, death date and place, and burial date and place. You also can add other details about the person’s life.

			Historical Records

			These are the gold mines for genealogists on FamilySearch.org. The website offers thousands of historical records collections (and growing) covering more than ninety countries. Records cover everything from censuses and vital records to probate, court, immigration, and military records—as well as some miscellaneous school records, church records, and city directories. The earliest records date primarily from the 1200s, but some village records for Japan date as far back as 709. Some records are searchable, while others have not yet been indexed. Similarly, some records have transcriptions only, while others have digital images on FamilySearch.org or link to digital images on partner websites.

			User-Submitted Genealogies

			The original searchable data on FamilySearch.org came from information collected from the Ancestral File, International Genealogical Index (IGI), and Pedigree Resource File. Today you can search user-submitted genealogies from the Ancestral File and Pedigree Resource File under the Search tab, then the Genealogies link (or go to <www.familysearch.org/search/family-trees>). The information contained in user-submitted genealogies is considered a secondary source, so be sure to confirm the information you find in primary sources (such as an official record or record copy).

			FamilySearch Digital Library

			You can search more than 350 thousand digitized genealogies, family histories, county and local histories, genealogy periodicals, gazetteers, and more. This collection contains digitized publications from more than a dozen libraries, including such major genealogy libraries as FamilySearch’s Salt Lake City-based Family History Library; the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana; Houston Public Library’s Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research in Texas; and the Mid-Continent Public Library’s Midwest Genealogy Center in Independence, Missouri.

			FamilySearch Wiki

			This is the destination for genealogy newbies on FamilySearch.org. It has genealogy how-to articles so you can learn more about available records for certain locations. You can search more than eighty thousand articles in the wiki by location or topic.

			FamilySearch Catalog

			The FamilySearch Catalog allows you to search the holdings of the Family History Library. In 2017, the library stopped its microfilm rental service. Now it’s most useful in helping you locate digitized records or books held at the library.

			Memories

			Under this tab on the site, you can submit your own photos, stories, documents, and audio recordings. You also can search the “Memories” that others have posted.

			Indexing

			You’ll use this portion of the website only if you decide to become a volunteer indexer for FamilySearch. Under the Indexing tab, you can read an overview about how indexing for FamilySearch works and find indexing projects to get involved with. More than one hundred record-indexing projects are ongoing.

			GENEALOGY BASICS

			Before jumping onto FamilySearch.org to research ancestors, you’ll need to do a little groundwork. After all, you need an idea of whom you’re looking for. It’s also helpful to know (or have an educated guess about) roughly when and where your ancestors lived.

			Start With What You Know

			Building your family tree is sort of like building a house. First, you need a foundation so you can build the frame. Once the foundation and frame are there, you can go to the next step until ultimately you get to the nitty-gritty finishing details.

			When you build your family tree, you need to set the foundation by pulling together the information you already know. Write down the names and birth dates of your parents, grandparents, and other relatives you know. If you know their birthplaces, marriage dates, or any other details about their lives, write those down, too. As you figure out what you already know, fill out a pedigree chart (image A, also called an ancestor chart) with the information you have. Use the blank Five-Generation Ancestor Chart in appendix C or download one for free from Family Tree Magazine <www.familytreemagazine.com/basicforms>. Your personal knowledge is the foundation, and the pedigree chart is like the frame of a house.

			
				
					A

				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					A pedigree (or ancestor) chart.

				
			
			As you research your family tree, you’ll be able to add more and more details for each ancestor, sort of like adding the finishing touches on a house—drywall, then paint, then trim. But unlike a house, most genealogies are never “finished”: There’s always something more family historians want to discover, whether it’s tracing the family line back yet another generation or understanding more about the time and place their ancestors lived.

			Once you’ve written down everything you know, start gathering documents to confirm what you know. Start with documents you have in your home, such as:

			
					
					baptism and confirmation certificates

				

					
					birth, marriage, and death certificates

				

					
					diaries and journals

				

					
					family Bibles

				

					
					heirlooms and artifacts

				

					
					newspaper clippings

				

					
					old family photographs

				

					
					school report cards and yearbooks

				

					
					scrapbooks and wedding albums

				

			

			Next, talk to your relatives—parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and first cousins. Find out if any of them have researched any of the family lines already. It’s amazing what some relatives may have collected over the years. For example, my great-aunt Elgene (on my dad’s side) kept genealogy records on the entire family line. She was thrilled when I asked her about it and was pleased to share it with “the next generation.” Elgene let me photocopy everything she had—it filled a two-inch-thick three-ring binder! She had information about at least six generations, with all the family groups, as well as photos and marriage and death announcements from local newspapers. She also had made notes on family group sheets about family stories she had heard over the years. It was a wealth of information that would have taken me years to uncover on my own. It also has helped me focus my research because she’d marked down some vital-records dates that I didn’t have. Knowing those dates has helped me narrow my search for official vital-records documents on FamilySearch.org and other websites.

			If any of your relatives have home sources (think vital-records certificates, baptismal certificates, yearbooks, diaries, tombstone photos, old family photographs, etc.) or have conducted genealogy research, ask them if they will send you a copy of the materials they have. You never know what gems they’ll share with you.

			
				
					Genealogy and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

					The world’s largest free genealogy website is part of an even bigger storehouse of family history: the massive genealogical archive of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. On top of the billions of online records at FamilySearch.org, the church maintains a family history research collection at the church’s Salt Lake City–based Family History Library encompassing 2.4 million film reels and 600,000 books, serials, and maps documenting ancestors from around the world. You might call it the “great-grandmother lode.” The records are accessible to the public free of charge at the library’s Salt Lake City location, as well as at more than 4,700 local branch Family History Centers worldwide.

					So how did the church get all these materials? Its genealogy arm, FamilySearch (formerly called the Genealogical Society of Utah), has been traveling the world since 1938 to microfilm genealogical records in archives, courthouses, churches, and libraries. (Today, records are imaged digitally). FamilySearch has filmed in 132 countries, territories, and possessions to date. The original reels of microfilm and sheets of microfiche are stored in the secure, climate-controlled Granite Mountain Records Vault near Salt Lake City (shown); copies of most are in the Family History Library.

					In 1998, FamilySearch began digitizing the microfilm and microfiche in the vault. Partnerships with genealogical and historical societies have sped up the acquisition of new records, and volunteer indexers are making many of them searchable online in FamilySearch.org’s free Historical Records collection (see appendix B for more on FamilySearch Indexing).

					For those who aren’t LDS members, you might wonder why the church does all this. To understand the motivations, it helps to know a little about the church’s roots. The story begins in 1827 near Palmyra, New York, when a young man named Joseph Smith, acting on a vision of the angel Moroni, claimed he’d dug up golden plates engraved with mysterious writings. He published a translation as the Book of Mormon in 1830, and his followers organized into what became The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In search of an American “New Jerusalem,” the group moved to Ohio, Missouri, and then Illinois, picking up members and being run off by locals along the way.

					In Nauvoo, Illinois, Smith espoused the practice of “plural marriage” if commanded by God; he might have had up to thirty wives, though he publicly denied it. (The church officially renounced polygamy in 1890.) After a rift led several former members to establish a competing church and newspaper, Smith was charged with inciting riots and other crimes. He and his brother were killed while awaiting trial in a Carthage, Illinois, jail in 1844. Smith’s successor, Brigham Young, led the remaining followers to Utah Territory and incorporated the church.
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							The archives at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City.

						
					
					Smith’s theology of family relations is the source of Mormons’ intense interest in genealogy. Church doctrine states that “saving ordinances”—which include baptism, confirmation, endowment, and marriage—be made available to everyone who’s ever lived. Latter-day Saints, also called Mormons, do genealogy research to identify their ancestors and arrange for ordinances to be performed in a temple by proxy, with a living person standing in for the deceased person. They believe souls are free to accept or reject these ordinances. Souls who accept are sealed to their families for eternity. The church began creating its collection of genealogical resources to facilitate that process.

					Because family history is so central to its core beliefs, the church aims to promote genealogy beyond the ranks of its members. Non-Mormons are welcome to use the church’s genealogy resources and facilities no matter their motivation or religion. Proselytizing is prohibited, and the staff and volunteers are always ready with helpful research advice. It’s possible that a Mormon with whom you share an ancestor might research that ancestor and submit him or her for ordinances or “temple work,” but your relatives won’t be posthumously baptized simply by virtue of your using FamilySearch resources.

					—Diane Haddad

				

			
			Interview Relatives

			After you’ve gathered all the documents and materials you can, interview your relatives to gain more clues for records and stories to research. Start with your eldest relatives first. I once made the mistake of intending to interview my great-aunt Ann (on my mom’s side), but kept procrastinating because my busy work and personal life got in the way. I had a lot of questions for her about what it was like to grow up with my grandfather (her brother). Unfortunately, she passed away before I could ask her any questions. So make it a priority to interview your relatives. First, ask your relatives about their own lives with questions such as:

			
					
					What are your favorite childhood memories?

				

					
					What were your parents like growing up?

				

					
					What was it like growing up with your brothers/sisters?

				

					
					What was school like?

				

					
					Did you have any special family traditions?

				

					
					How did you meet your spouse?

				

					
					What was it like to live through ________ ? (insert a historic event in the blank, such as the Great Depression, World War II, etc.)

				

			

			Next, ask them what they know about others in the family. Some good questions for gleaning helpful family history include:

			
					
					What do you know about the different generations of the family?

				

					
					What do you know about Grandma or Grandpa’s childhood?

				

					
					What stories did your parents tell you?

				

					
					Do you know when the family immigrated to America?

				

					
					Do you know where the family has lived throughout the generations?

				

					
					What did your parents do for work?

				

			

			Take notes as you interview relatives or record the interviews you conduct in person or via the phone. The article “20 Family History Interview Questions” <www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/20-questions> can help you get started. It suggests interview questions to ask about different times in your relative’s life.

			Organize Your Records

			As any genealogist knows, as you start delving further and further into the past, you’ll accumulate piles of paper and countless digital files. Before the piles and files overwhelm you, it’s good to get an organization plan in place.

			PAPER RECORDS

			There are many ways to organize your paper files. I use binders to hold all my printed copies of records, pedigree charts, and family group sheets. My binders are organized by divider tabs labeled with each family surname. I find family group sheets are particularly helpful to jot down important notes in an ancestral couple’s life. They also help me keep all the members of a family straight, since a family group sheet includes a place to list a couple and their children, plus vital events in their lives. You can download a free family group sheet at <www.familytreemagazine.com/basicforms> or make copies of the blank family group sheet in appendix C.

			Other genealogists use color-coded file folders to organize each family line according to surname and store these folders in a file cabinet. For more ideas on how to organize your paper files, see The Organized Family Historian by Ann Carter Fleming (Thomas Nelson) or the free e-book Family Tree Tips: 23 Secrets to Organize Your Genealogy <www.familytreemagazine.com/freebie/family-tree-tips-23-secrets-organize-genealogy>.

			DIGITAL RECORDS

			Organizing digital files is becoming increasingly complicated as we conduct genealogy research on multiple devices such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. I organize my digital genealogy records—census record images and transcriptions, PDFs of vital records, heirloom family photos, images of military draft registration records, and more—in a designated Genealogy folder on my computer. Within the Genealogy folder, I have folders for each surname I’m researching, along with a folder for Record Requests (copies of letters or completed forms used for requesting official records). Within each surname folder, I have a folder for each record type such as censuses, deaths/obituaries, immigration, marriages, naturalizations, maps, and military. I put photos of ancestors I’m researching within surname folders as well. I back up my files periodically on an external hard drive.

			Other genealogists have different digital record-organization strategies, and you may find that a different organization method than the one I use works best for you. The key when organizing your digital files is to keep your organization scheme consistent. Name your folders similarly, and give each file a consistent name. For example, a file name might be schmidt_harold_WWII_draftregistration.jpg. This file name uses the last name, first name, and a description of the record. Some genealogists like to include the record date and/or location of the record in the file name as well. Again, the key to file names is to be consistent and use the same file-naming scheme for all files so they will be easy to find again later.

			GENEALOGY SOFTWARE

			Many genealogists use family history-specific software to organize and track their research and build their family trees. Popular genealogy programs include Family Tree Maker, RootsMagic, Legacy Family Tree, and MacFamilyTree. Some software is compatible with FamilySearch.org (see the sidebar for details).

			For more tips on organizing your genealogy records, see the FamilySearch Wiki at <www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Organize_Your_Genealogy> or my Family Tree Magazine article “9 Habits of Highly Organized Genealogists” at <www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/9-habits-of-highly-organized-genealogists>. To learn more about organizing ancestor photos, consult How to Archive Family Photos by Denise May Levenick (Family Tree Books).

			Create a Research Plan

			Now that you’ve gathered information and documents from your home collection and from relatives and have set up your organization method, it’s time to start creating your plan of attack. After all, it’s impossible to research everything at once.

			
				
					FamilySearch-Compatible Products, Services, and Apps

					FamilySearch collaborates and partners with several external products and services to enhance the website users’ experience, including apps for searching records, creating charts, using genealogy software, and posting photos and stories. Below is a list of some of its current partners. For a complete list of nearly 150 apps that work with FamilySearch.org, you can search the FamilySearch App Gallery <www.familysearch.org/blog/en/mobile>.

					
							
							Web: FamilySearch.org is compatible with websites such as BillionGraves, Puzzilla, RootsMapper, and TreeSeek among other tools for accessing family trees and records sources.

						

							
							Windows software: Among the family tree software programs for Windows PCs that are compatible with FamilySearch.org are RootsMagic, RootsMagic Essentials, Ancestral Quest, Charting Companion, Legacy Family Tree and MagiTree.

						

							
							Mac OS X software: Mac software applications compatible with FamilySearch.org include Ancestral Quest Basics for Mac, MacFamilyTree, Evidentia and RootsMagic for Mac.

						

							
							Mobile applications: Android and iOS apps are compatible with FamilySearch.org. For example, RootsMagic (for iOS and for Android), BillionGraves for iOS, Find A Grave (for iOS and Android), MobileFamilyTree for iOS and MyHeritage Mobile (for iOS and Android) are all compatible. FamilySearch has its own mobile apps available for Family Tree and Memories.

						

					

				

			
			Choose one family line to research—perhaps the one you know the most about. Identify which relative(s) you want to research first, and make a list of the records about that person. As you make the list, think about the time period in which the person lived to determine what records might be available. For example, if you choose to research an ancestor born in the United States in 1780, you’ll likely find that no official birth record exists because most US states did not begin official vital-record keeping until the mid-1800s or early 1900s. Or if your ancestor was born in 1905, she would appear only in 1910 and later US censuses.

			Keeping the person’s birth and death dates in mind can help you narrow the window for the records you’ll want to search for on FamilySearch.org. It also will help you determine if a specific historical records collection is worth your time, because many of the collections list the years the records cover. For example, if your ancestor is from Virginia, you may notice that FamilySearch.org has a searchable collection of nearly two million records called Virginia, Births and Christenings, 1853–1917. If your Virginia ancestor was born in 1825, he won’t be in this collection. In contrast, if your ancestor was born in Virginia in 1870, it would be a great collection to search.

			
				
					Saving Sources From Other Websites to FamilySearch.org

					If you use other websites in addition to FamilySearch.org to research your family history, you can keep your source citations all in one spot by using the free RecordSeek bookmarklet at <recordseek.com>. RecordSeek lets you save website URLs as well as images or other media. The tool works on your computer, tablet, or smartphone so you can use it no matter where you’re researching—from home or on the go.

					To get started, simply drag and drop the RecordSeek button to your web browser’s Bookmarks Bar. Select FamilySearch.org and then sign in with your FamilySearch.org account credentials. When you’re on other websites, click the RecordSeek bookmark and enter the source title, the source citation information (where you found the record), and a description of the record. In the drop-down box, select the folder in your FamilySearch.org Source Box where you would like the source saved and click Next. It will take you to a screen to search for an existing person on FamilySearch Family Tree. Enter the same ancestor’s name, and hit the Next button. The search returns results for individuals on FamilySearch Family Tree (even if they aren’t on your tree). If you see your ancestor’s entry, click the Select button next to her name and click the Create & Attach button. If you don’t see your ancestor listed, click the Modify Search button to go back and add additional information to your search. If you still don’t find them, click Save Now, Attach Later button to save it to your Source Box. You can attach the source later to your FamilySearch Family Tree (see chapter 2). RecordSeek now works with paid subscription-site Ancestry.com, too.
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							Use RecordSeek to keep your source citations all in one spot.

						
					
				

			
			Track Your Searches

			When I first started researching my family history, I didn’t track my Internet searches for ancestors. What a mistake! Eventually, I found myself on FamilySearch.org having déjà vu as I saw the same search results again and again. I had electronic copies of record images and transcriptions from FamilySearch.org in my genealogy folders on my computer, but I didn’t have an easy way to track what searches I had already done and what records I had already found.

			I decided to get organized. I started using a records checklist for records available during each ancestor’s lifetime. I started with the Family Tree Magazine Records Checklist (see appendix C), then created my own checklist for each state I was researching. Many of my ancestors lived in Iowa and Illinois, so I created a checklist for Iowa ancestors’ records (image B). The checklist includes state censuses, types of vital records that might be available, federal censuses available, and a list of miscellaneous records I could check (such as passenger lists, naturalization records, property maps, land records, military service and pension records, newspaper articles, city directories, school yearbooks, etc.). I started the years listed for census records based on the dates my ancestors lived.

			
				
					B
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					Checklist for keeping track of ancestor records.

				
			
			I also started tracking the collections and search terms I used each time I spent a few minutes (or hours) searching for an ancestor on FamilySearch.org. I print off a form and use it each time I search. Before I search for an ancestor, I check to see if the search has already been completed and look at the notes on what I found. (The FamilySearch.org Research Tracking Worksheet in appendix C can help you track your searches.)

			Cite Your Sources

			This is another area where I lacked skill and interest when I first started my genealogy research. Later, however, I began to wonder: Where did I get this census record? On what website did I find this vital-record transcription or World War II draft registration card?

			I realized that citing my sources was as important as tracking my online searches. In fact, citing sources is another way to avoid repeating the same searches: When I look at a record I already have, I know where it’s from and don’t need to search that source again. Alternatively, if I want to dig a little deeper and research other ancestors listed on a particular record (such as a parent or spouse listed on a marriage certificate), I can go back to the website where I found the original record to begin my search for that relative.

			FamilySearch.org has a great built-in tool to help you cite the sources you find. It’s called the Source Box. After you log in to your account, you can find the Source Box in the upper right corner. Just click on the down arrow next to your display name, then select the Source Box link from the drop-down menu (image C).

			
				
					C
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					Select the Source Box link from the drop-down menu to cite sources.

				
			
			Within your Source Box, you’ll see options for organizing sources into folders and creating new sources. When you view search results and find a record you want to save, you can choose to save it to your Source Box or attach it to your family tree on FamilySearch.org. Either option will save the record to your Source Box and allow you to easily access the record again later if you want to view it or print it for your paper files. We’ll cover this in more depth in chapter 2.

			SETTING UP YOUR FAMILYSEARCH.ORG ACCOUNT

			To take advantage of many convenient tools on FamilySearch.org, such as saving records to a Source Box, attaching records and source citations to individuals in your online family tree, and adding photos and other memories, you’ll need to register for a free account.

			Step-by-Step Instructions: Creating Your Account

			Signing up for a free account is easy. Follow these steps.

			1  LOCATE THE SIGN-IN PAGE. On the home page <www.familysearch.org>, click the Create Account button.

			
				
					
						1

					

				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Locate the sign-in page.

				
			
			2 FILL IN THE REGISTRATION FORM. You’ll need to enter your name, birth date, sex and whether or not you’re an LDS church member on the first screen. Hit the Continue button, and then enter a username or e-mail address, password, account recovery option (mobile phone or e-mail) and your country.

			
				
					
						2
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					Fill in the registration form.

				
			
			3 READ THE SITE’S FINE PRINT. Before you submit your registration information, read the website’s Rights and Use Information (aka the Terms of Use) and Privacy Policy. If you agree to these terms, check the box at the bottom of the registration form and then click the Create Account button.

			
				
					
						3
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					Read the site’s fine print.

				
			
			4 VERIFY YOUR ACCOUNT. FamilySearch.org will send you an e-mail to verify your account. Check your inbox and click the Complete Registration button. A thank-you web page should appear in your Web browser to indicate your account setup is complete

			
				
					
						4
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					Verify your account.

				
			
			Privacy and Other Account Settings

			After you set up your FamilySearch.org account, you’ll want to check that the account settings and your public display name are what you want them to be. You can adjust some privacy-related settings, contact settings, notifications from FamilySearch.org, connected accounts, and other preferences.

			To view and/or set your account setting preferences, sign in to your FamilySearch.org account. Your username should appear in the top right-hand corner of the page. Click the username and select Settings from the drop-down menu.

			GENERAL ACCOUNT SETTINGS

			The first page you’ll see when you select Settings is a general Account page. This page shows you the name you entered, your username (which may be your e-mail address), your contact/display name, birth date, sex, LDS member status, and a Helper Number. Next to your birth date and Full Name boxes, there’s a check box to make this information public. If you want to keep your birth date private (which I would recommend for privacy reasons) or keep your full name private, do not check this box. The five-digit Helper Number you’ll see is a number FamilySearch.org automatically assigned to you upon registering for the site. According to the website, “a helper number is an identification number that allows someone to use FamilySearch.org on behalf of someone else.” In the general account settings, you also have the option to reset your password. If you make any changes to the settings here, click the Save Changes button at the bottom of the page before moving to a different page.

			CONTACT

			Your first and last name as entered when you created the account is the default Contact Name for your account. This name is displayed publicly. If you would like to change the name displayed publicly on your account to be a nickname or more discreet username, you can type in a new Contact Name here and then click the Save Changes button at the bottom of the page.

			If desired, you can add your mobile phone number and street address to your account. This page has check boxes next to each piece of your contact information (e-mail, phone number, address or country). If you want to share your contact information publicly, check the box. If you want your contact information to remain private, do not check the box. If you make any changes to the Contact settings, click the Save Changes button at the bottom of the page before moving to a different page.

			NOTIFICATIONS

			This is where you can select what information you’d like FamilySearch.org to send you via e-mail. You can choose from many different communications such as FamilySearch Newsletters, RootsTech News, Site Updates, Messages (when others contact you via FamilySearch Messages) and Watch List (a weekly list of changes to people you’re watching). If you make any changes to selections here, click the Save Changes button before moving on to another page.

			
				POWER-USER TIP

				Strong Passwords

				When choosing a password for your account, use a strong password to protect your personal information. Strong passwords should have numbers and letters, uppercase and lowercase, and should not be a common name (especially your mother’s maiden name—this is a genealogy site after all!). For tips on setting strong passwords, see the PC Magazine article “Password Protection: How to Create Strong Passwords” <www.pcmag.com/article/254099/password-protection-how-to-create-strong-passwords> or Boston University’s “How to Choose a Strong Password” <www.bu.edu/tech/support/information-security/security-for-everyone/how-to-choose-a-strong-password>.

			
			PREFERENCES

			Under this tab, you can select the starting person for your family tree on FamilySearch.org. You are the starting person by default; however, you can change that by typing in the Person ID Number of the person you want to be the starting person of your tree. The Person ID Number is a seven-digit number with a hyphen in it, for example: KWCR-3JE. You also can set the preferred language for e-mails you receive from FamilySearch.org. As with the other settings tabs, click the Save Changes button if you make changes to any of the default settings here.

			CONNECTED ACCOUNTS

			This section shows any other accounts you have connected, such as FamilySearch partner services. For example, a benefit to LDS church members is that they get free access to Ancestry.com and other large subscription genealogy websites. Connections to those sites will appear under the Connected Accounts tab. For non-LDS church members, any tools from FamilySearch partner services you use may show up in this section (for example, if you use the RecordSeek bookmarklet mentioned earlier, it will appear under this tab in your account).

			
				KEYS TO SUCCESS

				
						
						Identify ancestors to research on FamilySearch.org by starting with what you know, gathering home sources, and interviewing relatives.

					

						
						Set up a free FamilySearch.org account to take advantage of all the website’s features and benefits. Create a strong password to protect your personal information.

					

						
						Track your searches on FamilySearch.org and other websites so you don’t duplicate efforts.

					

						
						Use Source Box to document and organize your FamilySearch.org finds.

					

				

			
		

	
		
			Getting Started Checklist

			Before You Begin

			
					
					☐ Gather home sources (see list below).

				

					
					☐ Talk to relatives and ask for home sources or genealogy information they have.

				

					
					☐ Interview relatives (see list below).

				

					
					☐ Fill out a five-generation ancestor chart (see appendix C).

				

					
					☐ Fill out a family group sheet for each couple/family (see appendix C).

				

					
					☐ Organize paper and digital file folders.

				

					
					☐ Choose a genealogy software (if you plan to use one).

				

					
					☐ Create your research plan.

				

					
					☐ Create or download a record checklist.

				

					
					☐ Track online searches (see appendix C for forms).

				

					
					☐ Cite your sources when you find records.

				

			

			Home Sources Gathered

			
					
					☐ baptism and confirmation certificates

				

					
					☐ birth certificates

				

					
					☐ death certificates

				

					
					☐ diaries and journals

				

					
					☐ family Bibles

				

					
					☐ heirlooms and artifacts

				

					
					☐ marriage certificates

				

					
					☐ newspaper clippings

				

					
					☐ old family photographs

				

					
					☐ school report cards and yearbooks

				

					
					☐ scrapbooks and wedding albums

				

					
					☐ wills

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

			

			Relatives to Interview

			Grandparents, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins

			
					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

					
					☐  

				

			

			Questions to Ask Relatives
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