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INTRODUCTION






101 North
Yorkshire Gems is written for those who find delight in discovering
unexpected treasures tucked away in historic towns and
villages.

It provides
details of forgotten or half seen attractions in an easy to use
guide and is ideal to refer to when out and about.

North
Yorkshire, with its year round beauty, its dramatic moors and
stunning coastline is also the home of numerous towns and villages
packed with stunning buildings and street art and sculptures
reflecting the rich heritage of the region.

All of the
attractions in this book can be reached without crossing muddy
fields and provide an enjoyable form of gentle exercise, with
hopefully, a little mental stimulation.

No expensive
clothing is required, though suitable footwear is advisable and a
copy of a good street map for the region may be useful.

There are
plenty of places to visit and picnic in stunning surroundings
whilst getting out in all seasons.

Some of the
attractions are well known, but hopefully the majority will be new
discoveries, and even better, none of them cost any money to
see.


CHAPTER ONE

NORTHALLERTON, BEDALE &
INGLEBY ARNCLIFFE

Northallerton is the county
town of North Yorkshire, situated on the route between London and
Edinburgh it has an impressive selection of visitor
attractions.
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Start out from the northern end
of the High Street and walk towards the town centre.

Set back on the left-hand side
just past Quaker Lane is an elongated U-shaped building. Today this
curved-fronted structure is the New Life Baptist Church (1), but
used to be the Lyric Cinema that showed films from 1939 starting
off with a Gracie Fields number and finally closing in 1995 with
Harrison Ford in The Fugitive.

Continue south to reach
Porch House (2), the oldest building in Northallerton. Dating from
1584, this Elizabethan home can claim to have entertained royal
guests. King Charles I stayed there in 1640 and must
have liked it so much that he returned, as a prisoner in 1647 after
his defeat in the Civil War.

Immediately next door, is the
former Police Station (3), located in the Friarage, it has an
impressive arched doorway and window set into the sidewall, they
look so out-of-step with the later use of the building. Continue
past the Methodist Church, following the High street, and look up
to see the unusually tall chimneys on the next building. You will
soon realise that the town has a goodly collection of blue-plaque
buildings but be sure to get a little further down the A167 to see
the imposing exterior of the Station Hotel building that originally
provided accommodation for visitors to the long-gone racecourse
over the road where the County Hall now stands.

After a look around the town,
follow the A167 north out of Northallerton for two miles where you
will find the Battle of the Standard monument (4) on the east side
if the road. Also known as the Battle of Northallerton this
commemorates the defeat of the Scottish King David in August 1138
by a smaller but better equipped English force.

A little further north on the
same road is Dalton-on-Tees with its tribute to a more modern and
catastrophic conflict. Standing on the small green at the beginning
of the village is this small but finely detailed sculpture of a
WW11 airman (5).
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It is an attractive tribute and
memorial to the Canadian bomber squadrons 431 Iroquois and 434
Bluenose who flew from the nearby RAF Croft base.






BEDALE

Bedale lies to the west of
Northallerton; it is a pleasant market town and a good destination
for a walk around.

Head to Saint Gregory’s Church
located in North End at the far end of the far end of the town.
Here you will find the attractive cottage (6) within the
churchyard. This was originally the school house. Dated 1674 this
is a very well maintained example of what was once a common feature
enabling the fortunate young students to be taught and have their
souls saved all in one short walk.

There is also a nicely carved
war memorial to the south of the church.

Follow the road back through
the town into South End and take the fittingly named Harbour View
on the left to arrive at the harbour(7). OK, so it isn’t quite on
the scale of Dover or Rotterdam but in 1768 this would have been
cutting edge technology as the weir and sluice were constructed as
part of a scheme to make the River Swale navigable. You can still
see the iron rings used to secure boats to the wall. From back in
the town follow the road over the stream to find a collection of
real gems on the Bedale Road to the east of the town, on the Aiskew
side of the beck.

On the right-hand side of the
road at the top of the bank up from the railway station, is an
impressive building with its gates announcing that you have reached
the one-time North Riding Constabulary station (8). These have the
date 1904 set above it whilst the gable end of the building proudly
proclaims that it also doubled as the court house from the same
date – Peace and Justice.

Immediately opposite the
gates and less imposing but probably a more welcoming sight after
the slog up the hill, as well as being more useful is the wooden
bench (9). Dated 1937 and paid for by subscription to celebrate the
coronation of George 6th. It
has probably served as a resting place for many a wrong doers
family whilst they waited and hoped for a favourable verdict to
come down from over the road, and is still giving sterling service
to this day.

Head back down the hill towards
the train station and cross over to the follow the road beside the
beck (Bedale Beck) and you will find the steps on the right leading
down to the Leech House (10) set in the small garden beside the
water. This well maintained patch makes a good spot for a picnic
unless you are of a squeamish nature.
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The small brick building just
above the river bank was used as a store for fresh leeches, which
were used by doctors to extract blood from patients in an attempt
to rebalance their four humours: blood, yellow bile, black bile and
phlegm, thus curing their ailments. This ‘bleeding’ was pretty much
the standard treatment for most illnesses at one time and so the
demand for leeches was fairly constant. The leeches were stored in
jars of fresh water from the beck until required.

This blood-thirsty and
unsuccessful treatment was commonly practised around the world for
thousands of years before falling out of popularity in the 1900s
and consequently the frequently attractive leech jars could often
be found for sale in antique shops for many years afterwards.

INGLEBY ARNCLIFFE

Just occasionally you come
across a village which contains more than its fair share of
attractions.

Ingleby Arncliffe fits the bill
exactly, six miles North East of Northallerton on the edge of the
North York Moors National Park the village rewards a good walk
around.
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Standing proudly on the grass
verge is the Arts and Crafts inspired water tower (11), this three
story tall square tower dates from 1915. With its battlements,
plaque and gargoyles it is an impressive example of what was
basically an industrial building. It was constructed to maintain
the water supply to the local village and of course Sir Hugh Bell’s
nearby Rounton Grange in the event of any possible water shortages
brought about by WW1 but was never actually required.

Across from the tower is the
old school building (12,). Dating from 1846 and enlarged twice, it
ceased educating the local children in 1973, considerably longer
than the already closed down modern replacement built nearby. It is
now an appealing private dwelling.

Walking back into the village
will bring you to the Methodist church and pretty village hall as
well as the C16th Monk’s House which was originally five dwellings
as well as All Saints Church which still includes some medieval
masonry and the imposing country house-Arncliffe Hall- at the far
end side of the A172. Not a bad collection for one village.

Just a few minutes to the
south is Osmotherley, the village is once again on the edge of the
North York Moors National Park and, like many others, has a market
cross on the village green But this one has a little extra as well.
Next to the base of the cross is the old Barter Table (13). Dating
back to the early 18th
century, this five-legged stone table was originally used for
market traders to make their deals on but was also used by John
Wesley to preach from in 1745.


CHAPTER TWO

SALTBURN, STAITHES &
MARSKE


Saltburn makes a fine seaside
destination with the town centre and shops surrounded by a variety
of attractive properties on the top of the cliffs looking out over
the pier and beach. A couple of steep paths lead down to the sea
front but the best way to down-and up- is to travel in style on the
funicular lift(15) ,it is one of the oldest survivors of this
system in the world. It dates from 1884 and is still incredibly
popular today. The impressive looking device runs steeply up and
down the cliff face opposite the pier. It’s not every day that you
get a chance to ride on of these so don’t miss out. Controlled by
water in ballast tanks under the coaches and a brakeman at the top,
much of the original 130 year old engineering is still in use
today

However, for something a little
less welcoming, set out from the car park on the sea front. Facing
the sea, walk to the right to reach the Gothic styled mortuary
tucked into the side of the bank (16).
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Originally built to deal with
the many shipwrecked bodies that washed up on the beach, but still
used up until the 1970s as a temporary resting place for any people
who died from what was ruled a ‘sudden death’. Prior to 1881,
bodies were kept in the public house nearby.

The buildings and the underside
of the pier here were recently used to represent the County Durham
town of Seaham, in the serial killer television dramatisation ‘Dark
Angel’, starring Joanne Froggatt.

Before the road was extended up
from the sea there was also a lifeboat hut and the Rocket Brigade
hut situated here, where volunteers attempted to fire gun powder
filled rockets fitted with attached safety ropes out to boats at
peril on the sea. If the stricken boat was too far from the shore,
the Rocket Men would row out into the bay before firing off their
artillery.

Being a Rocket Man sounds like
it could have been an exciting and dramatic career and indeed,
piano-tinkling warbler Elton John claims to have been one at one
stage of his career. Sadly, as with most pastimes with a hint of
fun about them there is little doubt that the health and safety
people would frown upon these activities and probably have
something to say about risk assessments and similar nowadays.

Follow the footpath from the
car park alongside the beck and into the park where you will reach
the stainless steel railway sculpture (16) by Michael Johnson. This
is a cleverly designed piece consisting of a set of track signals
based on traditional items used in the railway industry.

Follow the path further into
the park where you will find the Albert Memorial (17), a
classically styled structure set high into the bank on the right
hand side. Also known as the Albert Temple this oddly sited garden
pavilion was moved here in 1864 from its original location at the
Barnard Castle Railway Station
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