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1.  ​Foreword
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A World Powered For Self-Destruction?: Two Centuries of Western Innovation And Greed That Changed The World? What's Next For Humanity?

The greatest paradigm shift of the world happened in the 19th and 20th century.

Indeed, the most dramatic change of the human species occurred within a mere two hundred years from around 1800 to 2000.

In that short span of time, humans evolved from a species largely localized in various corners of the Earth with limited means of transportation and travel, to a species that holds the power and energy for self-destruction, and has spread far and wide and became extraordinarily mobile over the whole world.
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2.  ​Powered Transition
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All this because of the transition from a bio and natural force powered human, animal, wind and waves human development to a machine powered human development.

The steam engine locomotive based on the burning of coal or wood to generate steam in a boiler to power machines and trains was invented in England and Scotland in the 1800s.

Cars powered by liquid fuel of diesel and gasoline became ubiquitous from the 1900s.

Trains and ships powered by steam engines, electricity, and even nuclear power have begun to transport large amounts of goods and large numbers of people across the seas, rivers, lakes, and oceans.

People no longer need to rely on winds and waves and manpower and animal power to move around freely.

All this happened in Europe soon after the Renaissance, especially in Britain and Germany, and had spread quickly to the rest of the world.

It is incredible to recall that the development of the first oil fields occurred only in the early 19th century, and this has been feeding the enormous requirements of fossil fuel for human development since then.

Recall Watt's improved version of the steam engine, the Benz invention of the ICE fuel powered internal combustion engine for cars; as well as Hitler's Volkswagen, people's car, in Germany; and the Ford mass-produced model T in the USA that transformed personal, family and business transportation in America.
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3.  ​Gunpowder
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The development of gunpowder and firearms had been the most important factor in global military history and warfare.

Chinese alchemists, in their pursuit of an immortality potion, stumbled upon the explosive properties of a mixture of sulfur, charcoal, and saltpeter (potassium nitrate) in the 9th century. Soon, its unstable explosive power was recognized.

Historically, the use of firepower in guns and incendiary bombs and rockets had been recorded in China in as early as the Song dynasty in the year 969, and had culminated in a great crucial naval battle between rival rebels in 1363 at Poyang lake in Yuan dynasty before the establishment of the Ming dynasty.

This critical war technology was soon to spread to the Islamic world and to the West through the ancient silk road and during the Mongol empire's worldwide invasion of the 13th century.

By the 15th century, gunpowder technology had spread through all of Eurasia.

Indeed, firearms were instrumental in the fall of the Byzantine Empire and the establishment of European colonization in the Americas, Africa, and Oceania.

But, it was the subsequent European wars and the ensuing WW1 and WW2 that enabled military weaponry and war machines to develop to the highly lethal, sophisticated and destructive state they are in today.

In particular, USA's arms industry has become the most advanced and productive industry and the biggest military equipment supplier of the world, reflecting USA's dominant position as the overwhelming military hegemony of the world.

Is it any surprise that wars are good for America?

Even president Trump, while trying to end the terribly expensive Ukraine-Russia proxy war resulting from ex president Biden's unwise policies, is still engaging in repeated bombing of the Houthis of Yemen, and in supplying all the weapons and bombs needed by Israel in the continuing and seemingly endless Gaza war.
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4.  ​Unsurpassed Military Power
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Today, many powerful nations across the world possess powerful and lethal modern weapons, including the ultimate nuclear bombs, and the floating war cities of the massive modern aircraft carriers.

In particular, many air forces possess the most advanced and powerful fighter jets and bombers with terrible destructive powers that can wreak havoc and lay waste to large areas of human habitation.

This has been amply demonstrated with terribly dismal results in recent wars such as the terrible devastation and killings in Gaza by the Israeli military from 2023 that killed over 51,000 Palestinians and devastated the whole of Gaza.

And the mutual devastation of Ukraine and Russia from 2022 continues unabated, fueled by the almost unlimited support of military supplies to Ukraine from Europe and the USA.

The advent of drone warfare since the Afghanistan war to the Ukraine war also marked another milestone in the bloodiest kind of human warfare, shifting from manual controlled and targeted air wars with lethal fighter jets and bombers to remote controlled and autonomous drone attacks, targeting liberally on energy installations, infrastructure, housing estates, and densely populated cities.

And the use of tactical nuclear weapons, smart hypersonic missiles and space weapons in modern warfare is not far behind.

The next terrible phase of human warfare would most certainly be robotic warriors and warfare, leveraging on the superior war power of AI.

In addition, the future of humankind as cyborgs is not unimaginable especially with the advances in biotechnology and medical technology, riding on research on brain implants and surface sensors and brain-controlled prosthetics and human extensions.

It's time for humans to put a stop to all those nefarious and brutal warfare today and all the future warfare that will ultimately destroy humanity.
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5.  ​War Flashpoints
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And the most dangerous flash point for war in the world today is probably Taiwan, where the West is persistently stoking the confrontation between China and Taiwan over the narrow Taiwan Strait through continuous military supplies to Taiwan and the regular sailing of Western warships and warplanes through the Strait and the south China sea. The war could break out there anytime, and could easily lead to a horrendous WW3.

But, unfortunately, the West seems to be blissfully unconcerned about the dangerous rising tension there due to its own actions.

On the one hand, China insists on its sovereign right to reunite Taiwan with China, but the West insists on maintaining a "status quo" in an impossible attempt to contain the rise of China.

Both accuse the other of intolerable belligerence and Intransigence, and both are refusing to blink.

And so the greatest confrontation continues with the greatest risk of a terrible war.
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6.  ​WW3
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Indeed, it will only take a reckless, ill-timed and dangerous air attack by the USA and Israel on their greatest enemy Iran to set off all the other hot wars and to trigger all the cold latent wars around the world.

This will bring on the unimaginable WW3 for the whole of humankind.

Can humankind survive that?
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7.  ​Spurts In Human Evolution And Civilization
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The incredible mechanization of transportation and human movements and the global reach of militarism have terrible repercussions for the whole world and the whole of humankind.

Indeed, these were the most significant human evolution since the earliest human civilizations.

This is of course not to belittle the great achievements of many great human civilizations of the past.

Indeed, the ancient Mesopotamia, Egyptian,  Greek, Persian, Roman, Indus Valley, Hindu Indian, Islamic, and the Chinese civilizations had produced some of the greatest technologies known to humankind.

These critical technologies include the soft skills of the large number of diverse and ingenious languages, various handwritings, calligraphy, numerals, mathematics, and the beautiful compositions in various forms of music, song, dance, theatre, drama, opera, arts and crafts, other performing arts, literature and poetry, and rituals and ceremonies.

In the other essential skills for life, there was the discovery of the many uses of fire, flints and wood, taming and use of animals, use of flint knapped stone tools of knives, stone axes, bone tools, other fighting and cutting instruments; and tools for sewing and making of protective clothings.

In addition, there was the development of various religions, doctrines, theories, ideologies, philosophies, concepts, conceptualization, sketches in the mind, sketches on paper, sketches on the ground, representations, visualization, thoughts, memorizing, deep thoughts, deep thinking, open-minded thinking, deep searching and researching, meditation, discussions, consultation, debating, ideas, wisdom, scholarship, knowledge, reasoning, options development, scenario development, reconciliation, alternative systems, beliefs, ideals, aspiration, ambitions, perceptions, designs, drawings, and the many incredible
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