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​Preface
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Every life tells a story. Some stories are what we seek to emulate in our own lives. These are stories that shape nations, transform faiths, inspire generations, or challenge the way humanity understands courage, sacrifice, leadership, and hope. Other stories are something we hope to avoid at all costs as they are stories of dictators, serial killers and people we do not like.

Through the Lifeink biography series, I hope to bring these stories to readers in a way that is engaging, meaningful, and accessible to people from all walks of life.

The name Lifeink reflects a simple belief: that human lives leave marks upon history just as ink leaves marks upon paper. The choices people make, the words they speak, the struggles they endure, and the dreams they pursue continue to influence the world long after they are gone. Biographies allow us to learn not only about famous individuals, but also about ourselves — our strengths, weaknesses, fears, convictions, and possibilities.

This series was created with an international audience in mind. Whether the subject is a reformer, explorer, missionary, inventor, ruler, artist, thinker, serial killer or ordinary person, my goal is to present each story in a clear, friendly, and human way. I believe history should not feel distant or dry. The people of the past laughed, suffered, hoped, doubted, and persevered just as we do today. I believe biographies have the power to encourage readers to think deeply about truth, faith, character, compassion, perseverance, and the impact one individual can have upon the world.

I would like to thank every reader who has chosen to journey through these pages. It is my sincere hope that the Lifeink series will not only inform, but also inspire — encouraging readers to reflect upon their own lives and the legacy they themselves may leave behind.

May these stories remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and events. It is the story of people.

Yours sincerely,

Chong Shipei (Founder of LifeInk Press)
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William Blake is one of the most remarkable and difficult-to-classify figures in British literary and artistic history. He was a poet, engraver, illustrator, printer, and visionary whose work brought words and images together in ways that were extraordinarily unusual for his time. Yet Blake did not begin life as a celebrated artist. Born in London in 1757 into the family of a tradesman, he grew up far from the world of aristocratic privilege. From childhood, however, he demonstrated an intense fascination with drawing, books, religion, and the imaginative possibilities of art. These early interests would eventually shape a career unlike that of almost any other artist of his generation.

This book follows Blake's journey from his childhood and apprenticeship to his final years as an artist. His education was strongly influenced by drawing, and his seven-year apprenticeship under the engraver James Basire provided him with the technical skills that would become essential throughout his life. His time studying medieval monuments at Westminster Abbey also helped develop his admiration for Gothic art and historical subjects. Later, his studies at the Royal Academy Schools exposed him to the established artistic traditions of eighteenth-century Britain while also encouraging his growing independence from conventional artistic expectations.

Blake's personal life was equally important to his development. His marriage to Catherine Boucher in 1782 began a partnership that lasted until his death. Catherine became far more than Blake's wife: she was his companion and an important practical collaborator who helped with the printing and coloring of his illuminated books. Blake's close relationship with his younger brother Robert also profoundly affected him, particularly after Robert's death in 1787. Personal loss, artistic ambition, religious conviction, and financial necessity all became intertwined in Blake's life.

Perhaps Blake's greatest artistic achievement was his illuminated printing method. Beginning in the late 1780s, he developed a way of bringing poetry, lettering, illustration, engraving, and color together on the same page. Works such as Songs of Innocence, Songs of Experience, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, America a Prophecy, Milton, and Jerusalem demonstrate the extraordinary possibilities of this approach. Through these works, Blake explored childhood, faith, freedom, oppression, imagination, morality, suffering, and spiritual transformation.

His life, however, was far from easy. Blake struggled financially, depended upon commercial engraving and patrons, experienced disappointment in his attempts to gain wider recognition, and faced a criminal trial after an incident involving a soldier. His exhibition of 1809 was unsuccessful, and for much of his lifetime he remained largely outside the mainstream art world. Nevertheless, he continued to create according to his own vision.

Blake died in 1827 without knowing the remarkable reputation that future generations would give him. His work was gradually rediscovered, preserved by collectors and institutions, studied by scholars, and eventually made accessible through museums and digital archives. Today, his poetry and visual art continue to challenge, inspire, and fascinate readers around the world.

This biography invites you to look beyond the familiar image of Blake as merely a mysterious visionary. It presents the human being behind the mythology: the apprentice, husband, craftsman, poet, artist, independent publisher, struggling professional, and aging creator. Through his story, we can discover not only how William Blake lived, but why his imagination continues to speak to the modern world.
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​Chapter 1:  Birth, Childhood, and Apprenticeship
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​1.1 Birth and Family Background

William Blake was born on 28 November 1757 in London, a city that was already one of the largest and busiest urban centers in Europe. He was born into a family that belonged to the growing population of skilled tradespeople and small business owners rather than the wealthy or aristocratic classes. His father, James Blake, was a hosier, a tradesman who sold stockings and related clothing. His mother was Catherine Wright Armitage, who had previously been married to Thomas Armitage. William was one of several children in the family, and the household was closely connected to the practical world of London's shops, workshops, and small businesses. Blake would spend almost his entire life in London, and the city became the setting for much of his work, even though his imagination often carried him far beyond the streets he knew.

The Blake family lived in Broad Street, in the Soho area of London. This was an active neighborhood filled with shops, craftsmen, artists, publishers, and other working people. London in Blake's childhood was changing rapidly. Its population was growing, trade was expanding, and new buildings and streets were appearing as the city developed. At the same time, large differences existed between rich and poor. Blake grew up close to both the commercial life of the city and the religious and cultural institutions that shaped eighteenth-century London. His father's business meant that William was familiar from an early age with the discipline of work and the need to earn a living. He did not





​1.2 Education and the Discovery of Art
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​1.3 Apprenticeship and the Young Engraver
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