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by Elizabeth Dale and Sarah Lawrence

A New Friend

for
Hannah
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Chapter 1

“What a wonderful garden our new house has,” said Mum.“Isn’tit lovely and quiet?”

Hannah just sat on the swing and sighed.Nothing felt right – it was too quiet.
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At her old house,she and her friend,Suzy,could call over the fence to each other. She felt lonely at this new house.

Why did she haveto move here?

“It’ll soon feel like home,” said Mum,giving Hannah a hug.“Come on,let’s unpack.”

“In a minute,”said Hannah.
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Mum went inside and Hannah walked down the garden.Suddenly,she saw a beautiful rabbit hopping among the bushes.It was fluffy and the colour of toffee.
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“Hello,” whispered Hannah,holding out her hand.The rabbit hopped over and sniffed her fingers.His whiskers tickled! Hannah stroked him gently. He was so soft and cuddly.
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“I shall call you Toffee,” she said.“You will be my friend forever.”

They played hide and seek among the bushes.After a while,Toffee sat down.He looked a bit tired so Hannah carried him into the shed.She fetched him some leaves and a blanket for a bed.Toffee looked happy,and so did Hannah.
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Hannah went back to the house for lunch.“You look happier,” said Mum.“Do you like the garden?’

“Yes!” grinned Hannah.
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