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AN ODE FOR TILLIE

WHEN TILLIE RIDES HER WHEEL

A whiz, a whir,

A dazzling blur,

A flash of yellow hair,

A firm-set face,

A whirlwind pace,

A wheel that splits the air!

Too slow our eyes—

So fast she flies

Around the tilted curve

With wheel a-cant

At dizzy slant

To catch her swooping swerve!




With swooping swerve—

How cool her nerve!—

She swings into the lead;

She holds her place

In maddest race,

As tireless as her steed!

The goal in sight—

How wild her flight,

And how our senses reel

To see her rush

And hear the hush

When Tillie rides her wheel!

Anonymous

Indianapolis Trade Journal

March 26, 1898
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For my niece Katie Hutchins, a perfect example of a 
young woman who is both beautiful and strong.
And in memory of my Chicago-born Swedish grandmother,
Ruth Karin Hammer (née Erickson). — S.S.

For my mother, Gilia, with love. —S.M.
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In the old days, most girls came to America with a dream, but all Tillie Anderson had was a needle. So she got herself a job in a tailor’s shop and waited for a dream to come and find her. One fine day it rolled right by her window.
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“Bicycles aren’t for ladies,” Tillie’s mother reminded her. But Tillie wasn’t listening. From that day on, she saved up her money and dreamed of nothing but riding. Not the slow and stately sort of riding. No, Tillie dreamed of the speedy, scorchy, racy kind of riding.
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If Tillie insisted on a bicycle, her mother suggested that she ride like the other young ladies did, making slow, graceful figure eights or completing circles around a maypole. Above all, Tillie was not to be seen with “bicycle face.”
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