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			Shaun BeGell is an up-and-coming children’s author known for his imaginative and heartwarming stories. His first two books, The Duck Who Turned Into a Dog and How Polar Bears Got Their White Coat, are must-haves. With a background in screenwriting, BeGell brings his storytelling to life through vivid narratives and playful characters.

			BeGell infuses his books with cinematic flair, weaving tales that entertain while exploring themes that resonate with children and families alike. With a growing catalogue of titles on the horizon, BeGell continues to establish himself as a rising voice in storytelling.
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			Dedicated to my son, Max, and to anyone who is, or knows someone who is, touched by autism.

			

			There he was standing on the mound. He was focused and determined. The crowd yelled his name as he threw the first fastball. Max! Max! Max!...Strike! The ball smacked the back of the catcher’s glove. The fans in the stadium jumped up in their seats. They roared with excitement.
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			They were all there to see Max pitch. He was the greatest pitcher of all time. There was no one better. When Max was on the mound, his team was sure to win, and the other team was sure to lose. Max was unhittable. No batter had ever hit off him in all his years of pitching.
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			He threw a fastball that looked like a shooting star whizzing by. His curveball hooked like a boomerang, and his slider was like a magic trick; it was there, and then it was gone.
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			But his favorite pitch, the pitch he loved to throw more than any other pitch, was the twisty ball. This was his special pitch that zipped, twisted, looped, and shot from here to there. The ball corkscrewed and went up and down and all around, like when the air is let out of a balloon.
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			He had a perfect record, and every one of his fans was there that day because it was Max’s last baseball game. He was retiring after playing for 22 amazing years. He had been
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