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Dog Day Moonlight

A Dick Moonlight PI Thriller

Vincent Zandri 

“I'm a fuck-up, and I'm an outcast. If you get near me you're gonna get it- you're gonna get fucked over and fucked out.” 

—Sonny, Dog Day Afternoon

1. 

8:20 AM

Malta, NY

Here’s what I know: Elvis is in the building. 

Or in this case, a double-wide trailer that’s located in the Malta “River View” trailer park that takes up a good portion of rocky, good-for-nothing Mohawk Riverside property. Parked at an odd angle in front of the place is his third-hand Ford Extend van, the words Elvis Lives painted on the side panels along with a phone number, website address, and the promise, “Available for parties, weddings, and Bar Mitzvahs.” 

My knuckles are beginning to hurt, I’m pounding on the door so hard. 

A toilet flushes. 

Then, footsteps trudging along the trailer floor, the words, “Hold your god damn horses, why don’t you,” oozing through the paper thin walls.

The door is yanked open.  

“What!” Elvis barks. 

He’s standing before me in his tighty whitey underwear, which isn’t exactly white anymore and not exactly tight either. 

I glance at my wrist watch.  “Shouldn’t you be dressed and ready to go by now, Elvis? You’re scheduled for a rectal rocket in a half hour.”

“Yeah, yeah, yeah,” he says, his round face pale against his dyed, jet black, pork chop Elvis Presley sideburns. “I been shitting my brains out all morning.”

He steps away from the door. I step inside and am immediately whacked with a wall of stench that belongs to whatever poison has evacuated his lower GI tract.

“Jesus, Elvis,” I say. “Light a match.”

He places both hands on his round, bloated, basketball-like stomach, and begins speed walking across the living room to the bathroom. 

“Here it comes again,” he says. “Lord have mercy.” 

Roland Hills, aka Fat Elvis Presley, believes he’s the return of the King himself. Or, in his words, “I’m proof Elvis never left the building, much less the good earth, in the first place.”

Between his big gut, his skinny arms and legs, he kind of resembles an overgrown cocktail olive with four toothpicks stuck inside it. But when he’s got his white Evel Knievel bell-bottomed pants suit on, along with a pair of metal-framed sunglasses, his asphalt black hair slicked back in a ducktail doo, he’s a dead ringer for the King of Rock n’ Roll himself. But right now, running to the bathroom in his underwear and a gray wife beater, he just looks like a sorry ass case. 

The bathroom door slams. 

“You were supposed to fast all day yesterday and do the colonoscopy prep,” I say, through the door. “What happened?”

He groans and an ungodly noise erupts from inside the bathroom. 

He says, “I did fast all day. But
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