
  ANIMALS THAT BITE OR STING US


  Amongst the animal species that we encounter in everyday life, there are some that can give us an unpleasant shock or even endanger our health. For most people, a bee sting is an unwelcome experience, causing short-term pain and swelling. But if you are allergic to bee venom, the sting can be fatal without medical help. The same applies to the stings of other insects, especially wasps. Even ants can give us more than we bargained for if we disturb their ant hill. The sting of a scorpion is painful, but not necessarily dangerous – at least not from those types that live in Europe. A bite from a poisonous snake may be dangerous, but is only very rarely fatal. But none of these animals attack man first, their response is always a defence mechanism when they are disturbed or confronted. Even poisonous snakes flee from man or try to hide. Through the photographs and accompanying text in this section, we will get to know some animals that can spoil our enjoyment of the great outdoors. At the same time, we will learn how to avoid them. We will discover that these animals also have a place under the sun, and that bad experiences can be avoided with a little caution and care.


  EUROPEAN HORNET



  The Hornet (Vespa crabro) is the largest European wasp. Its main supply of food is other insects, which it chases in flight or when rummaging on the ground and in the trees. This prevents many types of insects from multiplying excessively and becoming a nuisance. In the autumn, when fruit ripens, hornets invade orchards and fruit stores. They gnaw at the fruit, thus enabling germs to enter the fruit, causing rotting. They also consume a lot of fruit, especially sweet varieties, and cause damage. If we accidentally pick up a hornet during the fruit-picking season, it will sting us. Since it is fairly large, its poison glands contain a corresponding amount of venom and it will hurt.
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        HORNETS AT THE NEST

Hornets are dangerous near the nest, which is most commonly built in a tree hollow, in lofts or in large holes in the ground. A colony may have up to 5,000 members. If we get too close to the nest, the hornets will attack without hesitation to defend it. When their nest is close to a house, they are often attracted at night by lights. If a window is left open, there are no obstacles to entering a room or apartment and flying round the house lights. Away from its nest, the hornet will not deliberately attack us, but it may accidentally sting if it lands on a pillow as we sleep. As winter approaches, all the family members except the fertilized females die. In spring, the females conceive new families which reach their greatest numbers in late summer.
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  COMMON WASP



  Our most familiar wasp (Vespula vulgaris) feeds on nectar and other plant juices. The larvae are fed with chewed insects and their developing forms, such as worms and caterpillars. Like hornets, common wasps can also be a nuisance in orchards in the autumn. As many as ten or more can be found having a feast at the same time on a single apple or pear, from which only the peel will remain. A wasp will never sting away from its nest, unless we make a grab for it or bat it away with our hand. However, biting into it if we have not noticed it on a fruit presents a danger. They also like sweet drinks and alcoholic beverages. If a wasp falls into a bottle or glass, it may accidentally be swallowed with the rest of the liquid, which can be quite dangerous.


  HONEY BEE



  The Honey Bee (Apis mellifera) is one of the most important animals on the planet. Besides its role as a pollinator of plants, it also produces large amounts of honey in the hive. Honey has played a key part in human nutrition for thousands of years. Bees defend their hives with their venomous sting. This can be painful especially for children, or if the sting is in a sensitive spot, for example the eyes, nose and lips. Bees are aggressive only in the vicinity of the hive, which should never be approached from the front. Beekeepers must be masters of the art of working with bees. If these animals were not armed with a poisonous sting, there would be many more beekeepers in the world.
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