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CHAPTER 1: MY TRUTH
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John 14:6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Living in the world of business and work these days is a challenge at the best of times. Living our character “In Christ” may not readily be received by the business world at large. Primarily because it works counter to everything they know and operate by. The truth serves a purpose only to the level that people want to deal with honest people. So, honesty equals business and good business equals money. God’s truth may not be everyone’s truth.

Where the tables turn; however, is when truth will actually hurt the business and a hurt business equals lack of money. Then the truth must be manipulated and adjusted to maintain a good business. Hence, we are dealing with two “Truths” today. One truth is adjustable and adaptable depending on what is convenient for the business, but God’s truth is not.

Living “In Christ” in our business will at times be a test for us. A temptation to adjust the truth to meet our ends is as good as a lie. God only honors truth and if a lie is involved at any level God removes His hand and we are on our own. 

For those living “In Christ” we carry God’s truth into our businesses whatever they are. We bring the standard higher to where lies are lies and untruths or manipulations of the truth are lies as well. We are not into winning popularity contests because it will be those individuals that are into lying that will not be voting for us. This study does not intend to polarize us against them but just bring a higher standard into our workplaces and our businesses.

Deuteronomy 32:4

He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.

We innately hate it when someone lies to us. Many marriages have broken up over lies. God created us in His image and in His image, He hates lies. The devil is a liar and the father of lies when we lie we take after the devil and his nature not God’s. For those now living “In Christ” lies were a part of our old nature but no longer belong to our new nature. We now are vessels of truth.

We are no longer fighting to be a truthful individual but our fight is one to maintain truth because it is a very part of our nature now “In Christ”. 

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

If Jesus is truth so are we; why because the truth is living in us. His name is Jesus!!

Psalm 15:1-3

Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?

He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness,    

And speaks the truth in his heart;

He who does not backbite with his tongue,   nor does evil to his neighbor,   Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;

In Psalm 15 David is acting like a small boy looking through a window to see who abides in the tabernacle of the Lord. He is reporting back to us, “hey look over there I see who is going into His tabernacle”.

It is the upright and those that do righteous works and those that speak truth from there hearts. It’s those that do not join in on roasting a co-worker or staff room gossip sessions. They don’t do evil to their neighbor or stab a friend in the back. That’s who gets to go into the Lords tabernacle those people.

LET OUR STUDY BEGIN:

Since this particular study is on my truth “In Christ “in my business. I want to look at some scenarios to give us a 3D expression of what it might look like bringing the truth of Jesus into our workplace.

We are tested everyday with compromises and standards that compare not to Christ but rather to what the rest of the world is doing. Unfortunately, the comparisons are made up against the lowest common denominator, which makes even the bad choices look good. So let’s look at some scenarios that we can bring the truth of Christ into that situation.

SCENARIO 1: 

Lunchroom talk leads to some filthy joking, and you seem to be as far away from the exit door as one could get. One co-worker looks to see what your take is on the filthy joke and even repeats it for you to make sure you heard him.

What do you do?

	Tell him He is disgusting, and you are so above his crude joking because you are a Christian and go to Church every Sunday.

	Laugh with the group as if you got the joke so they will know you are really one of them but in secret you know better.

	Turn and quietly walk away and don’t even give your friend a response.

	Explain to him exactly what you found about the joke dis-tasteful and still value the individual that told it.


Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.

We will share at the end of these scenarios what responses would be in keeping with the truth you now live in. 

SCENARIO 2: 

A good friend at work has violated company protocol and it could put a lot of other workers in harm’s way. Your friend realizes his mistake and begs you not to “Rat him out” and reminds you of that favor you owe him and he is calling you up on it now. The mistake is so serious it could mean his job or a serious reprimand.

What do you?

	Tell your friend his secret is safe with you, and you won’t rat him out.

	Tell your friend you won’t rat him out, but he needs to come clean, or people could get hurt and he would have a bigger problem at hand.

	Tell your friend you would go to the boss and explain the situation with him.

	Throw him under the bus because people may get hurt and business is business even if it means a friend might get hurt.



Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.


SCENARIO 3

Someone at work is taking a lot of credit and even some glory for work that you had a large part to make happen. They are eating up the praise from co-workers and their superiors like a dog goes after a bone. Even when he looks at you, he is oblivious to your part in making it happen and is kind of expecting a little praise from you as well.

What do you do?

	Remind him that you were a big part of this project and he better acknowledge that, or you will blow the whistle on him right now.

	Let him take all the praise but you will never work with him again if that is how he treats a partner on the projects.

	Start praising him as well in hope that he might just clue in that he doesn’t deserve all the praise because you were a big part of the project as well.

	Go directly to your superiors and tell them you deserve some of the credit that he is getting for all the work you put in on the project.





Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.



SCENARIO 4

Someone said something about you to another worker that was kind of defamatory in its nature and not true. The other worker watching your back told you what was said but asked if you would not take it up with the person who said it because it would be like they had broken a confidence with that person.

What do you do?

	Expose everything and take it up with that person anyway because that person needs to know that what they said about you is untrue and hurtful.

	Take it on the chin and honor your friend’s confidence with the other person and hope and pray it doesn’t go any further.

	Go to the person that said the hurtful things and let them know you have been hearing that they have been saying things about you and you want to know where they have been getting their information?

	Bring a coffee to the person who was talking about you in hope that they will see you as really nice guy and stop talking about you that way.


Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.

SCENARIO 5

You have a member of the opposite sex being quite flirtatious at work and you kind of like it because they are attractive and bubbly and you find it refreshing.

However, you are married or committed to someone, but you don’t want to burst their bubble. You enjoy the attention, but you know this could go places you may not be ready for.

What do you do?

	Enjoy the flirting and fooling around at the office because you know that is where it will stay.

	Tell the person that you have a special someone and although you enjoy them very much this will not go any further than what we do here at the office.

	Give them the cold shoulder in hope that they will get the message and back off a little.

	Show pictures of you and your special someone and tell them how much your spouse or special someone means to you in hope they get the message that you are taken.





Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.



SCENARIO 6

The boss has been really building you up lately about how valued you are to the company. He has been even waving some promises in front of your nose like promotions and salary increases. 

Along with all the good praise, he has been giving you more work than is humanly possible with deadlines that put the family on the shelf. 

What do you do?

	Tell your family that it will all be worth it in the long run and make some promises to them about that special vacation you can take when the promotion comes.

	Tell your boss you appreciate what he thinks of you, but family comes first, and the promotion will have to wait if it means shelving the family.

	Quit because you see right through the old carrot before the horse’s nose just so he can get more work out of you.

	Work harder than you ever had before and show the boss he hired the right guy the family will just have to understand.





Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.



SCENARIO 7

A close co-worker has fallen sick, and it looks like you will have to pick up some of their work. They may be off for a while by the looks of it and they may even be worried about losing their job because of this sickness. You know the people at the company are talking about this person in a negative way now and thinking they are just faking it to get to stay home and collect pay.

What do you do?

	Forget about what workers are saying go visit your friend show him or her you care.

	Send a get-well card and stay out of the lunchroom where all the talk is.

	Forget about your friend they aren’t much use to the company now and you got work to do and it looks like more because of their sickness.

	Defend your friend in the lunchroom and make sure your friend knows all the bad things they are saying about him or her.





Please choose your response and elaborate or even one of your own.



EXERCISE TIME:

We have touched on a lot of scriptural violations. Take a few moments and look up as many scriptures as you can on things like:

Filthy joking and crude talking (Scenario 1)

Hiding one’s sin (Scenario 2)

Selfish ambition (Scenario 3)

Bearing false witness and slander (Scenario 4)

Lust of the flesh (Scenario 5)

Pleasing man (Scenario 6)

Compassion (Scenario 7)

Then in light of your scriptures re-visit the scenarios and see if your original answers match up with the answers you now choose. 



SUMMARY:


Our standard of truth is not the world’s standard of truth. Our standard is Jesus.

In Him we find complete truth for He is truth personified. In our scenarios we allowed everyday situations to meet head on with who we are now “In Christ”. 

If we found ourselves tempted to take the easy way out we needed to step higher. If we found ourselves not wanting to confront the issue we needed to step into the Lord who is our strength.

If we found ourselves wanting to confront everyone and expose his or her evil we needed to step into the Lord who is our wisdom. For those now “In Christ” we do not need to get rid of bad character traits Christ did that job on the cross. We need now to step into the virtues of Christ that are now ours because they now belong to us for the taking!! His virtues automatically displace any negative traits because light dispels the darkness. Walk in the light as He is in the light.

I once heard a 5 Star General gave a salute to a Chaplain who is a mere Captain in rank. The Chaplain was so impressed that they got a salute from a General, which is against protocol (higher ranks never salute lower ranks it’s the other way around) the Chaplain boasted about it to their fellow Chaplain. 

The other Chaplain informed his colleague “It’s not you he’s saluting silly, it’s whom you represent. The General knows that God deserves the highest honor”. 
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CHAPTER 2: MY INTEGRITY
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Proverbs 20:7

The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him.

Job 2:3

Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.”

The men and women that get God’s attention are those that walk in their “Integrity”. God was proud of His servant Job. God even boasted to Satan that there is non-like him on the earth. He is blameless and upright and shuns evil. But what was noteworthy for God about Job was he held fast to his integrity. Meaning like an anchor planted firmly in the ground at the bottom of the sea Job’s integrity could not be moved.

Integrity is a virtue we see clearly in the character and nature of Christ. Jesus was most definitely a man of integrity and for us that know the nature of Jesus we know that Jesus never vacillated off His course and purpose because of that integrity. Look at a quick definition of what the dictionary says about integrity.

Integrity: Steadfast adherence to a strict moral code 2) A state of being unimpaired soundless.3) The quality or condition of being whole or undivided, completeness. New English Dictionary.

For those of us who are now living “In Christ” we walk in His integrity but God
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