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Henry Corbin cannot be approached merely as a historical figure whose ideas belong to a particular intellectual moment. To remain at the level of historical study is to stop at the surface of his work. Corbin himself warned against such distance, for his thought was never intended to be observed from the outside. It demands a mode of engagement in which thinking becomes participation, and understanding becomes a form of presence.

Modern scholarship has trained us to approach texts as objects, to situate them within contexts, influences, and intellectual lineages. While such methods are not without value, they often obscure what is most essential in Corbin’s work. His writings are not neutral descriptions of metaphysical systems; they are invitations to enter a living world of meaning. To read Corbin historically without participating metaphysically is to miss the reality he seeks to disclose.

Metaphysical participation does not mean abandoning rigor or critical reflection. Rather, it requires a shift in orientation. One no longer asks only what a concept meant in its original context, but what reality it continues to unveil. Corbin’s engagement with Islamic metaphysics is guided by this principle. He reads Suhrawardi and Ibn ʿArabi not as relics of medieval thought, but as witnesses to dimensions of being that remain accessible to those capable of perceiving them.

This participatory approach challenges the modern separation between subject and object. In Corbin’s universe, knowledge is never purely external. The knower is implicated in what is known. The imaginal world does not reveal itself to detached observation; it becomes visible only to a consciousness attuned to its mode of existence. Metaphysics, therefore, is inseparable from the transformation of the subject who seeks it.

To move from historical study to metaphysical participation is also to reconsider the purpose of philosophy itself. Philosophy ceases to be a technical discipline concerned solely with conceptual clarification. It becomes a spiritual exercise, a discipline of vision. Corbin stands in continuity with an ancient understanding of philosophy as a way of life, where thinking is oriented toward illumination rather than control.

This shift has profound implications for the study of Islam. When Islam is approached exclusively through history, law, or sociology, its metaphysical core remains concealed. Corbin’s work reopens access to that core by insisting that Islamic spirituality is grounded in a real ontological domain—the imaginal world—where revelation, symbol, and meaning converge. Participation, not explanation alone, becomes the key to understanding.

Metaphysical participation also requires patience. The imaginal world does not yield itself to hurried analysis or instrumental reasoning. It reveals itself gradually, through sustained attention and contemplative openness. Corbin’s prose itself reflects this rhythm. It resists summary, repetition, and simplification, inviting the reader to slow down and inhabit the space of thought he unfolds.

Such participation inevitably transforms the reader’s relation to religious texts. Scripture is no longer approached solely as a legal or doctrinal source, but as a living reality that addresses the soul through symbols and visions. Interpretation becomes an ascent rather than a technique. In this sense, Corbin’s hermeneutics is inseparable from spiritual experience.

This participatory dimension also distinguishes Corbin from both traditional theology and modern philosophy. He does not reduce religion to dogma, nor metaphysics to abstraction. Instead, he restores a vision of knowledge in which intellect, imagination, and spirit operate together. The imaginal world is the space where this unity becomes possible.

To participate metaphysically is to accept that truth cannot be possessed. It can only be approached, encountered, and lived. Corbin consistently emphasized that the imaginal world closes itself to those who seek to dominate it conceptually. It opens only to those who approach it with humility and readiness to be transformed.

This book adopts that posture. It does not aim to complete Corbin’s project, nor to systematize it exhaustively. Its ambition is more modest and more demanding: to think alongside Corbin, to allow his metaphysical vision to illuminate contemporary questions without reducing it to formula.

Moving beyond historical study does not mean abandoning history, but transcending it. History becomes a gateway rather than a boundary. Through metaphysical participation, Corbin’s thought ceases to belong to the past and becomes a living horizon of meaning.

This preface thus marks a transition. What follows is not a commentary on Henry Corbin, but an engagement with the world he unveiled. The reader is invited not merely to understand that world, but to enter it—to recognize that metaphysics, in Corbin’s sense, begins where participation replaces distance.
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Henry Corbin cannot be approached merely as a historical figure whose ideas belong to a particular intellectual moment. To remain at the level of historical study is to stop at the surface of his work. Corbin himself warned against such distance, for his thought was never intended to be observed from the outside. It demands a mode of engagement in which thinking becomes participation, and understanding becomes a form of presence.

Modern scholarship has trained us to approach texts as objects, to situate them within contexts, influences, and intellectual lineages. While such methods are not without value, they often obscure what is most essential in Corbin’s work. His writings are not neutral descriptions of metaphysical systems; they are invitations to enter a living world of meaning. To read Corbin historically without participating metaphysically is to miss the reality he seeks to disclose.

Metaphysical participation does not mean abandoning rigor or critical reflection. Rather, it requires a shift in orientation. One no longer asks only what a concept meant in its original context, but what reality it continues to unveil. Corbin’s engagement with Islamic metaphysics is guided by this principle. He reads Suhrawardi and Ibn ʿArabi not as relics of medieval thought, but as witnesses to dimensions of being that remain accessible to those capable of perceiving them.

This participatory approach challenges the modern separation between subject and object. In Corbin’s universe, knowledge is never purely external. The knower is implicated in what is known. The imaginal world does not reveal itself to detached observation; it becomes visible only to a consciousness attuned to its mode of existence. Metaphysics, therefore, is inseparable from the transformation of the subject who seeks it.

To move from historical study to metaphysical participation is also to reconsider the purpose of philosophy itself. Philosophy ceases to be a technical discipline concerned solely with conceptual clarification. It becomes a spiritual exercise, a discipline of vision. Corbin stands in continuity with an ancient understanding of philosophy as a way of life, where thinking is oriented toward illumination rather than control.

This shift has profound implications for the study of Islam. When Islam is approached exclusively through history, law, or sociology, its metaphysical core remains concealed. Corbin’s work reopens access to that core by insisting that Islamic spirituality is grounded in a real ontological domain—the imaginal world—where revelation, symbol, and meaning converge. Participation, not explanation alone, becomes the key to understanding.

Metaphysical participation also requires patience. The imaginal world does not yield itself to hurried analysis or instrumental reasoning. It reveals itself gradually, through sustained attention and contemplative openness. Corbin’s prose itself reflects this rhythm. It resists summary, repetition, and simplification, inviting the reader to slow down and inhabit the space of thought he unfolds.

Such participation inevitably transforms the reader’s relation to religious texts. Scripture is no longer approached solely as a legal or doctrinal source, but as a living reality that addresses the soul through symbols and visions. Interpretation becomes an ascent rather than a technique. In this sense, Corbin’s hermeneutics is inseparable from spiritual experience.

This participatory dimension also distinguishes Corbin from both traditional theology and modern philosophy. He does not reduce religion to dogma, nor metaphysics to abstraction. Instead, he restores a vision of knowledge in which intellect, imagination, and spirit operate together. The imaginal world is the space where this unity becomes possible.

To participate metaphysically is to accept that truth cannot be possessed. It can only be approached, encountered, and lived. Corbin consistently emphasized that the imaginal world closes itself to those who seek to dominate it conceptually. It opens only to those who approach it with humility and readiness to be transformed.

This book adopts that posture. It does not aim to complete Corbin’s project, nor to systematize it exhaustively. Its ambition is more modest and more demanding: to think alongside Corbin, to allow his metaphysical vision to illuminate contemporary questions without reducing it to formula.

Moving beyond historical study does not mean abandoning history, but transcending it. History becomes a gateway rather than a boundary. Through metaphysical participation, Corbin’s thought ceases to belong to the past and becomes a living horizon of meaning.

This preface thus marks a transition. What follows is not a commentary on Henry Corbin, but an engagement with the world he unveiled. The reader is invited not merely to understand that world, but to enter it—to recognize that metaphysics, in Corbin’s sense, begins where
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