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CAST OF CHARACTERS

Khadija Chepseba: An old lady aged
about 82 years

Jane Kirwa: Petitioner (35 years old
lady)

Peter Tallam: 1st Objector
(Nephew to Khadija)

Kelvin Koech: Khadija’s brother in
law

Sally Tallam: 2nd Objector
(Niece to Khadija)

Sarah Koech: Khadija’s Sister married
to Kelvin Koech

Ernest Mambo: OW4 (Khadija’s tenant
and neighbor)

Hamisi Rajab: OW5 (Khadija’s village
elder in Mombasa)

Pius Kosgei: PW5 (Photographer)

George Chepseba: Relative of
Khadija

Amos Kirwa: Father of Jane Kirwa

Ann Tallam: Mother of Jane Kirwa

Andrew: Amos’ Village Elder and
paternal cousin.

John Kibet: Amos’ relative

Paul: Son of Amos Kirwa

Judge: Justice Luke

CORAM:

Amina: Court Clerk

Mr. Samuel: Counsel for Petitioner

Mr. Ali: Counsel for Objectors

A Court Interpreter

Several people for traditional ceremony props
and court attendance.


SCENE 1

CURTAIN
IS RAISED

ACT I

LOCATION: Cheptiret
Location, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya.

TIME: 10:30 East
Africa Time (EAT)

As the curtain is raised, a man and a woman
are seated at one end of the dais talking about their domestic
issues. The props around the sitting area indicate that the place
is a rural home. The man is called Amos and the wife is called
Ann.

AMOS: Did you get information that the
old lady from Mombasa will be visiting us today?

ANN: Who, Khadija?

AMOS: Yes

ANN: Yes, I saw her arriving
yesterday, she was heading towards her sister’s place on the next
farm and she had a company with her, I wonder what she wants!

AMOS: Maybe she is looking for land to
buy, but well, we can’t know, we have to wait. I have sent Paul to
buy us a kilogram of goat meat at the butchery. I hope he won’t
delay.

ANN: I have sent Jane to fetch water
to clean the house, it is good to have visitors because you can eat
something rare once in a while.

AMOS: Are you saying that I rarely buy
meat in this house?

ANN: I didn’t say that, you said so
yourself!

AMOS: (Shifting his chair in mock
frustration) I think I will sit outside so that I don’t obstruct
the cleaning process. Please tell Jane to place two chairs outside,
let me go and fetch our neighbor Mzee (elder) Andrew to come help
us receive the visitors.

ANN: Good idea.

(Amos exits and the curtain falls)

CURTAIN IS RAISED

ACT 2

LOCATION: Cheptiret
Location, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya.

TIME: 10:30am EAT

As the curtain is raised, Amos is seen
sitting away from his daughter Jane and wife Ann who are just in
the process of finishing their cleaning chores. Amos is talking to
his neighbor Andrew, then he looks up and sees three women and
three men coming towards his home. He stands up and goes forward to
meet the six while Andrew remains seated. One of the lady visitors
is elderly.

AMOS: (He meets the visitors midway)
Welcome our visitors. Good health to you all, (he says as he shakes
each visitor’s hand firmly. (He mentions the name of each visitor
in turn except the fifth person whom he seems not to know) Hello
Khadija, Jane, Peter, Kelvin, Sarah (he greets them all while
leading them towards Andrew).

ANDREW: (Smiling) Welcome, gogo
(referring to Khadija, a title meaning grandmother), you are true
visitors, all the way from Mombasa?

(Laughter from all)

AMOS: How is your health?

VISITORS: (In unison). We are well, we
thank God.

KHADIJA: How are your families?

(Both Amos and Andrew confirm in unison)

AMOS & ANDREW: They are fine.

AMOS: We hope you had a wonderful
journey.

STRANGER: We had a wonderful journey,
thank you.

KHADIJA: (To Amos and Andrew) This is
my brother-in-law, George Chepseba from Nandi County. (To George
Chepseba) This are our great friends, they moved to Uasin Gishu
County from Nandi county when they bought land here.

ANDREW: Oh yes, I remember him now,
you are a distant relative you know, (he says as he shakes the hand
of George again) Welcome my brother, it will rain today because you
have visited us, I can see your feet are full of blessings, see the
cloud yonder…

(Laughter from all)

AMOS: (Calling out loudly to his wife)
Mama Paul, the visitors are here.

ANN: (She comes tying a wrapper just
below her breasts) Welcome gogo (hugging the elderly lady), hello
Jane, hello Peter, Sarah! (in mock surprise), Kelvin; Ah! I was
expecting people unknown to me (she says to the five as she shakes
their hands plus the stranger too).

(Everyone laughs; happiness is displayed all
round. Paul brings out plastic chairs and the visitors and their
host [Amos], sits in the shade. The seats are placed in a semi
circle)

ANN: Please, feel at home, Let me
prepare you something to eat (she says while walking away into the
house as the curtain falls).

CURTAIN IS RAISED

ACT 3

LOCATION: Cheptiret
Location, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya.

TIME: 1330HRS
EAT

As the curtain is raised, the visitors, the
neighbor and their hosts are sitting in the house. They have just
finished eating food. Ann the mother of the home stands to collect
the cutlery from the table. The people are talking about general
subjects ranging from weather to politics. There is a general mood
of happiness in the room.

PETER: (Clearing his throat as soon as
Ann has left with the cutlery) Thank you for welcoming us Amos and
Andrew, but I can see time has really gone (he says looking at his
watch).

ANDREW: True, it is almost 3:00pm and
I am still crossing to the other ridge to see a friend of mine who
is unwell. The road is bad, I have to walk (he speaks while looking
at Amos).

AMOS: Mama Paul, (He calls loudly)

ANN: I am coming.

(All are quiet as they wait for her to enter
and sit)

ANDREW: (Speaking on behalf of the
neighbor as is the norm in Nandi custom, he automatically takes the
position of the hosts’ spokes man) Our visitors, we welcome you.
May we ask the purpose of your visit? (He asks looking directly at
Peter)

GEORGE: (Clears his throat, an
indicator that he is the spokesman for the visiting party) As you
have been told, my name is George Chepseba, we have come here to
seek the hand of your daughter in marriage.

ANDREW: Are you sure you came to the
correct home?

GEORGE: Yes, we are in the right
home.

ANDREW: May we ask where the ‘herds
boy’ (A pun for groom)?

CHEBSEBA: Right here with us.

ANDREW: (Looking at Peter in doubt)
May be the ‘herds boy’ can speak for himself.

KHADIJA: (With a knowing smile) I am
the ‘herds boy.’ You see, I want someone to inherit my property,
the only way I can do that is to marry according to our Nandi
custom. I don’t want anyone to fight over my property. You know
that I don’t have children of my own. Also, I need someone to take
care of me and my name to continue.

AMOS: But I have only one daughter and
you know that she has two children.

KHADIJA: I am aware also that she is
not married, so when I ask for her hand I will not be snatching any
man a wife.

ANDREW: Is she aware of your
intentions to marry her?

PETER: Our auntie Sarah, who is sister
to gogo, had intimated so to her.

KHADIJA: I love the girl, we have met
frequently on my visits to my brother in law and I will be content
if she accepts my proposal.

AMOS: (To the wife) Please call
Jane.

(Ann exits to call her daughter Jane.
Everyone is quiet, Ann can be heard calling Jane to come to the
house, she is heard responding that she was coming which takes a
few minutes).

ANN: (Calling from the door way)
Hurry!

JANE: (Joining her mum at the door
way), I am here mum. (They enter together but the mother leaves her
daughter standing by the door and resumes her seat).

ANDREW: (To Jane) My daughter, do you
know these people?

JANE: Yes, know them

ANDREW: Do you know why they are
here?

JANE: Yes

AMOS: Will you inherit what mama gives
you?

JANE: Yes my father.

ANDREW: You love gogo?

JANE: Yes

ANDREW: Are you ready to leave this
family to inherit her property and your children to be hers?

JANE: (With meekness) Yes, I am ready,
I have searched my heart and I am ready.

ANDREW: (To Jane) Thank you my
daughter, you can leave us now. (Jane exits the room). Our
visitors, so what is your way forward, should we proceed with the
engagement.?

GEORGE: With distance and
circumstances, please give us time to go prepare for engagement and
marriage according to our customs, you see we have come empty
handed except for this paper bag (says as he hands Ann a paper bag
that has some groceries), but we pray, give us the girl to go to
Mombasa with gogo as Sally here has come home, she was staying with
her (he says while pointing at Sally sitting beside Khadija.

ANN: When do you want to take her?

KHADIJA: If you will allow me, today,
I have no one else to live with me and to take care of my errands,
you can see age has crept in

ANDREW: (Jokingly) You still look
young.

(Everyone laughs)

KHADIJA: Wait, it will catch you soon
enough, we chase age away during the day but it creeps into us
during the night.

(More laughter)

ANN: Let me call the girl to find out
if she is ready (exits and shouts for Jane to come back in)

ANDREW: (As soon as Jane enters the
room) My daughter, gogo wants to go with you today, are you
ready?

JANE: If I will leave the children
with mother for the time being, I can be ready.

GEORGE: We shall come in year or so
for the engagement/marriage.

ANN: It is okay. (To Jane) Go and
prepare yourself, Mombasa is not near you know.

KHADIJA: We shall leave for Mombasa
tomorrow but we have to be near the bus station to enable us to
leave late in the evening. We shall come for the children later if
it is not a bother.

(Jane exits to prepare herself0

GEORGE: (He stands up to greet Amos by
hand, in his right palm are folded notes of Ksh2,000 [~$20]
invisible to un-keen observer) I greet you my relative (He says as
they shake hands firmly. When he withdraws his hand, the Ksh.2,000
notes are left in the hand of Amos. He then goes back to his
seat).

SARAH: (Going towards Ann, in her palm
is a Ksh1,000 [~$10]) I greet you bamwai [a Nandi term
meaning a person who has given you a bride or you have given
one](she says this while hugging Ann, then she shakes her hand,
when she withdraws her hand, the money is left in Ann’s palm).

GEORGE: I want to thank you. We shall
hurry as the sun is already descending to his resting place. Thank
you for everything.

ANDREW: Like we started with prayer,
lets us all stand to thank God for His mercies.

(All stand as the curtain falls)

THE CURTAIN IS RAISED

ACT 4

LOCATION: Cheptiret
Location, Uasin Gishu County, Kenya.

TIME: 1300HRS EAT

(About a year later)

As the curtain rises, there is a group of
people, about ten of them, Amos, Ann and their children are among
these people. Jane came back from Mombasa a few weeks ago. The
setting is at the home of Amos. The room is at the centre of the
stage. Amos, Khadija, Peter, George, Andrew, Kelvin, Sarah and
Sally and a few other people are seated in a semi circle. To the
side, outside, is a woman busy cooking. To the other side a
semblance of a tent can be seen. A few people are seated in the
tent. The whole atmosphere is that of a ceremony. The focus is on
the people in the room.

ANDREW: (Seated but slightly leaning
forward on his walking stick) Welcome our visitors. Now that a
prayer has been said, we can proceed. Who are you people?

GEORGE: We are saan,[a Nandi
term meaning sons-in-law] and we are of the clan of Kap-Chepsat,
our totem is the ‘kergeng’(a Nandi term meaning leg, taken for the
agility of both dik-dik and antelope on their legs)

ANDREW: Which Kergeng, Antelope or
dik-dik

GEORGE: ‘Cheptirgichet,’ (Dik-dik)

ANDREW: (With pride) We are of the
clan of Kap-Kimoi, our totem is “toreet -palee kut ak
kutung” (warthog,- who digs with mouth and knee
[a pun that indicates the unique attributes of a warthog]). So what
is your mission here?

(The discussion goes on in the same pattern
because people of the same clan sharing the same totem are not
allowed to marry)

GEORGE: We have come to seek your
daughter’s hand in marriage (he says as he gently strikes the floor
with his walking stick).

ANDREW: You are sure the girl is
here?

GEORGE: Yes she is.

ANDREW: We have several girls, let’s
call them and then you can point out yours for us.

(One of the women seated goes out and comes
back with two girls, one of them is Jane. The friend is carrying a
carefully folded shawl thrown over her shoulder)

ANDREW: My daughters, who among you
knows these people?

JANE: (Answers in the affirmative) I
do.

ANDREW: What shows that you know
them?

JANE: I know (Without another word she
takes the shawl from the friend and approaches Khadija who stands
up slowly. Jane places the shawl around the shoulders of Khadija as
Khadija presents her with a sweater which she puts on. There is a
round of applause)

ANDREW: (To Jane) Do you give us
permission to engage these people?

JANE: Yes, I give you permission.

ANDREW: Thank you, you can go
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“A powerful, masterful and intricate view of

Same-sex—mairiage amongthe Nandi People
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