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Hailey sat by her office desk, she saw her name tag and smiled. Her name on the door always gave her a warm sensation. A year later and one would think she would be used to it by now, but the same pride and joy were always there.

At times she couldn’t believe that she had her own office, that was huge and furnishings. The same joy she felt when her staff greeted her with so much respect. When some aspired to be like her or better yet to be successful as she was.

She got up each day with a pre-established goal. She would feel as if she was in a dream until her driver pulled up and opened her door for her. She would slip in the car and would look out the window for the whole drive.

At times she would look at her signature and be in awe that it made such a huge difference. That it was needed for such a major deal.

Her accomplishments over the past year seemed to grow bigger and bigger. She was glad that she had taken the leap of faith and made something for herself or else who knows where she would be right now. Probably sitting with regrets over the opportunity that she had passed up. She sighed in relief. That she would not have to live with the what if’s for the rest of her life. She was young and needed to do what was best for her.

At times people would ask her if she had any regrets? And she always told them the same answer over and over. She didn’t have any, in life on got a chance that they can’t pass up. You have to give up something to be somewhere in life. Sacrificing something was a small price to pay for a better-established future. She knew that there was no going back.

Her goals were never tainted by anything. By now she learned to never look back but to look forward, for bigger and better things yet came in her way.

Hailey was the chairman of a company that she had also helped to grow from the start.

She grinned, Hailey couldn’t believe that AH Corporations had grown so quickly in such a short amount of time. She was young, with so much success.

She is broken out of her thoughts when she hears a knock by the door,

“Come in.”
Bethel walks in, “Mam there is a huge media channel that wants to do an interview on you and your success.”
“I told you before that I don’t do interviews.”
“But why? This is a huge opportunity.”
“No buts, tell them no.”

Bethel leaves the office without another protest. The one thing that she wanted to avoid now came back. She refused interviews because she didn’t want to be found by a certain someone. She couldn’t face them after all this time.

She shrugged off the thoughts and went back to the work that she was doing. Hailey knew she couldn’t afford to daydream because this job was demanding from the get-go. Yet it felt great.

Bethel walked into her office. “Did you get a dress for tonight?”

“Tonight? For what?”
“It’s the Lecrow auction for the super-rich and a great place for one to find potential clients.”
“Can’t you go instead of me Bethel?”
“I am afraid I can’t.”

“Where would I find a dress in such a short amount of time.”

“Lucky for you, you have a caring and reliable secretary.”
“I owe you one Bethel.”
“Don’t you forget it.”
Bethel went out and a few minutes later she came back with a long bag,
“Here you go, Go change.” She handed her the bag
“Of course,”

Hailey got up and dashed to the bathroom, she quickly took off her work suit and took out the gown that was in the bag. She must admit that Bethel had done an exceptional job. She put on the gown and removed the hair tie from her hair.

She touched on her makeup a bit and when she was satisfied with her look, she went out of the office.

“Well aren’t you the stunner.”
“Wait, what are you doing here?”
“I am your date for tonight.”

art writing here...
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Hailey turned around, and Alex was holding a garland out for her.

“You didn’t have to, you know.”

“I wanted to Hailey.” As he slipped it on her hand.

“Thank you so much for this.”

Hailey looked over Alex and he looked great in a suit, his blonde hair was slicked back, and his green eyes were bright.

“You welcome my lady.”

Hailey laughed, she and Alex had grown very close. He was very sweet and attentive to her. When she felt sad, he was there, and they had shared so many memories together.

“I believe that this is our first date,” said Alex.

Hailey was blank, she looked at him with a bit of puzzlement on her face.

“Remember what you said when I asked you out? That I should give you a year to do you and if we were still together, it would be our first date.”
Hailey was also puzzled at the fact that he had actually remembered that. “I did say that didn’t I.”
She remembered telling Alex that she needed a year to process and sort out her life and after that, she would go on a date with him. Alex had complied and he never pressured her, which was the one thing that she liked about him. He never once pushed her to change her mind.

Now after a year, she did feel different and she had done more than she had set out to accomplish.

“Yes, you did.” Alex held out his arm and she took it.

“By the way you look lovely Hailey.”

“Why thank you. So, do you kind Sir.”

They made their way to the car and he opened the door for her. She got in the car, and Alex got in beside her and they were on their way. She liked looking at the city lights. They drove for a long time and Hailey wondered how far this place was?

After an hour and fifteen minutes, it seems as if they had arrived at their destination. She looked at the big words at the place, LECROW. The place looked grand and spectacular. She looked at it in awe.

So many cars and people were coming and hoping off. She knew that this was her time to shine. Alex got out and held out his hand for her to take. She took it and got out of the car. She looped her arm around Alex’s, and they made their way inside.

The place was huge, with diamond chandeliers. They got in and the waiter showed them to their seats. She took a glass of champagne and drank a bit. They sat down, and soon the place was packed with rich people ready to auction.

The auction began and Hailey started to look out for the potential clients. She would keep the people who made the highest bids. They were paintings, heirlooms, vintage things. After two hours of bidding, Hailey had many clients to go find.

After the bidding, everyone was encouraged to talk amongst themselves so that they could arrange the bidding items.

Hailey and Alex took this opportunity to go and talk to clients. They mingled and created an impressive impression. They gave out their business cards, flattered clients, told them why they would be the best suitable option and when they were done, they decided to call it a night.

They went out, they walked down the stairs to the parking lot to wait for their car to arrive. She shivered a bit and Alex took off his blazer and put it around her.

“Thank you.”
“You welcome.”
She put her arms into the jacket and enjoyed his scent. Alex put his arms around her and pressed her close. He really was warm. She saw their car coming and the driver came out,

“Hailey?”

She turned a fraction and she thought her eyes were deceiving her when she saw Colhane was the one who had called out to her in doubt, with other men next to him and she knew that there might be someone she was avoiding. She didn’t look at everyone, she quickly turned back around. Why did he have to recognize her and draw attention? She could tell that all the men had stopped talking. Where they are staring at her.

Lucky for her they were up to the stairs and she could afford an escape.

She slipped into the car quickly, and they drove away.

Yet a certain someone was left behind, staring after her.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 3

[image: ]


The driver got to her place and Alex opened the door for her, she climbed out of the car and went into her house. She took off her gown and slumbered in bed, that was a close call she thought. She rolled over and went to sleep.

The next morning Hailey woke up and got dressed in her work suit. She made her way to work and was greeted by many on her way to the office, something she could never get used to.

She went and sat by her desk and started on her work. The door to her office opened and she looked up,

“Coffee for my lady.” Said Alex.

“Thank you, how did you know that I needed it.”

Hailey took the coffee and Alex sat by the edge of her table. “You welcome.” He smiled at her.

Hailey leaned back on her chair, “aren’t you busy?”

“I am but I wanted to spare a few minutes to be with you.”

“Okay, if that’s the case I might as well drink my coffee sparingly.”

“Oh yeah, last night who was the guy that called out to you?”

Hailey froze for a second, “It’s one of the men who used to do deals with the previous company I worked at.”

“I see, but why did you run away?”

Hailey took a deep breath, “I just don’t want to mix up my current life with my old one.”

Alex nodded, “Makes sense.”

They chatted some more, “Well I hate to leave you, but I have to get back to my work.”

“Of course.”
Before leaving her office he turned around, “Let’s have dinner tonight.”
“Sounds good.”
“I will pick you up at the front at seven.”
“Cool.”

When Alex left Hailey did her work quicker so that she would be done by the time dinner came. When lunchtime came, she didn’t bother going to lunch but instead work. Night-time came and she packed her bags and went outside.

She found Alex already there, waiting for her, she got into his car.

“Where are we going?”

“You will see.”

After driving for some time, they finally arrive at their destination. They get out of the car and she can’t help but laugh.

They walk in the place and they sit down.

Alex turns to her, “I hope you like the place, I know you don’t like expensive places that’s why I bought us here.”

“You remembered.”

The waiter came and took their orders, Hailey learns more about Alex, how he grew up and what his fears were. She also shared some of her personal details about her life. When they were replenished, they decided to call it a night.

Hailey went home and slept, she had agreed to go to dinner again with him. She went to bed and woke up the next morning and she did her usual routine.

She went to work, there was a knock on the door.
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