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When you talk about witches, many would think of women with brooms, cauldrons and pointy hats. The "old hag", for example, is a figure from folklore who is often depicted as a witch, and the terms are frequently used interchangeably. Historically, the term "hag" referred to an ugly, malicious old woman who practised witchcraft, and it has come to represent the stereotypical, wicked witch seen in many fairy tales and stories, such as the one who offers Snow White a poisoned apple, and the witch in Hansel and Gretel.  

The reality is, not all witches wear pointy hats or even use spells. Many are not even involved in the dark arts of the occult. Some never conjure demons. Some do not worship the devil or even like him. Some reject the occult completely. Some are pagans at heart, loving nature. The question is, have witches and witchcraft been unfairly labelled as satanic and evil, or should believers take note of the prevailing existence of witchcraft in the world today? Well, what does the Bible say? Deuteronomy 18:10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer.

From an Old Testament perspective, sorcery, often referred to through terms like witchcraft, divination, enchantment, or necromancy, is consistently presented as a forbidden and dangerous practice. It’s not treated merely as superstition, but as a form of spiritual rebellion, often connected to idolatry and counterfeit sources of power outside of God. Granted, throughout the Middle Ages, all witches and witchcraft were unfairly labelled demonic, but this does not make the practice right in any shape or form. 

A quick flick through the children’s section of any bookshop will probably show you stories which include all kinds of witches. Good or bad, the witches of children’s literature are often illustrated with black pointy hats, stirring cauldrons, flying around on broomsticks, and accompanied by black cats, toads or an assortment of bats. Every Hallowe’en, witch costumes for children look largely like this, designed to be ‘cute’ or ‘scary’ according to taste. Books for older readers often include witches too, whether in Philip Pullman’s Dark Materials trilogy, in J K Rowling’s Harry Potter books, or in the Discworld fantasies of Terry Pratchett. However, beyond fiction, there are witches in history and in many cultures and people calling themselves witches in our own society as well. It is important to understand that not all witches are the same, and not all witchcraft is the ‘hubble bubble’ of the witches in Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Yet, all forms of witchcraft are forbidden by the Lord.

Should we still be talking about witchcraft? Is it not outdated, boring and stale? The opposite is true. Witchcraft is more than ever in very much in fashion. Witchcraft — whether literal, symbolic, or aesthetic — has had a massive influence on Hollywood, both historically and in modern times. Its presence ranges from overt depictions of occult practices to subtle spiritual themes wrapped in fantasy, empowerment, or horror. Witchcraft is an ancient narrative tool — representing power, rebellion, mystery, or forbidden knowledge. Hollywood often uses it as a metaphor for good vs evil (The Chronicles of Narnia, Lord of the Rings), female empowerment (Practical Magic, The Craft), outsider identity (Sabrina, Harry Potter), and even corruption or temptation (Dr Strange’s multiverse mysticism, Star Wars’ “The Force” — which borrows heavily from spiritual dualism).

We also see how witchcraft is foundational in possession films and occult thrillers (The Exorcist, The Witch, Hereditary, and Rosemary’s Baby). You find it in fantasy and adventure: Almost every fantasy blockbuster leans into spellcasting, ritual, or arcane lore (Marvel, DC, Harry Potter, and Game of Thrones). What is scary is that children’s and youth media are also saturated by witchcraft, which has become normalised via charming, quirky representations (Hocus Pocus, Frozen, and Encanto). Historically, witches were evil hags or satanic pawns. Today, witchcraft is often portrayed as a neutral or benevolent spiritual path; a tool for healing or self-discovery; and a symbol of resistance against oppressive systems. Hollywood has played a major role in turning witchcraft into pop culture mythology, inspiring real-world spiritual movements like Wicca, New Age mysticism, and crystal/manifestation culture. 

Hollywood’s fantasy and horror output is dominated by supernatural/magical themes — by some counts, over 50% of mainstream franchises (Disney, Marvel, Warner Bros, Netflix Originals) contain explicit or symbolic occult elements. Witchcraft-related hashtags have billions of views on TikTok, a surge strongly tied to TV/movie portrayals. Occult aesthetics have bled into fashion, music videos, advertising, and celebrity branding — think Beyoncé’s Oshun symbolism, Taylor Swift’s folklore witch motifs, Billie Eilish’s dark sigil-like visuals, or Lil Nas X’s Satanic parody aesthetics. Hollywood doesn't just use witchcraft — it has normalised and glamorised it. What was once depicted as dangerous and demonic is now frequently framed as stylish, liberating, or even heroic. Whether seen as storytelling or spiritual programming depends on one’s worldview — but either way, witchcraft is no longer a fringe theme in Hollywood. It’s one of its central mythologies.

The world and Hollywood are absolutely bewitched with the allure of witchcraft, sorcery and all things occult. The Harry Potter books, for example, are among the most popular and best-selling book series in history. Over 600 million copies sold worldwide (as of 2023), making it the best-selling book series of all time. It has been translated into more than 80 languages, including Latin and Ancient Greek — something very few modern books achieve. The books have inspired a multi-billion-dollar movie franchise, theme parks, video games, merchandise, and even stage productions (Harry Potter and the Cursed Child). Harry Potter isn’t just popular — it’s a global cultural phenomenon.

Consider also how the fantasy book craze is huge — arguably one of the most dominant genres in global publishing right now. Fantasy is consistently one of the top-selling genres in fiction worldwide. In the US and UK, fantasy often outperforms romance, crime, and literary fiction in digital and traditional sales. Amazon’s bestseller lists are frequently dominated by fantasy series — both adult and young adult. Shows like Game of Thrones, The Witcher, The Lord of the Rings: Rings of Power, and Shadow and Bone have massively boosted book sales. Social media has revived older fantasy series and launched new ones into stardom overnight. Teen fantasy series are now widely read by adults too, making the audience broader than ever before. Fantasy sells in nearly every language market. From Japanese light novels (isekai) to Chinese xianxia epics, African myth-inspired fantasy (like Children of Blood and Bone) to Nordic folklore retellings, the genre adapts across cultures effortlessly.

Fantasy isn’t just popular — it’s one of the strongest and fastest-growing genres in global storytelling. What used to be considered niche "geek literature" is now mainstream culture, shaping books, movies, fashion, gaming, and even tourism. And why is this worrying>? Because fantasy is saturated with witchcraft and sorcery. They are arguably core building blocks of the genre. In fact, if you were to open ten random fantasy books, chances are high that at least six or seven would feature some form of magic, often portrayed as witches, warlocks, wizards, sorcerers, mages, and spellcasters. In so many fantasy books, you find magical schools, covens, or secret societies. Fantasy books are riddled with dark curses, rituals, enchanted artefacts, or forbidden knowledge.

Magic defines the fantasy genre. Fantasy often exists specifically to explore worlds where supernatural power is real. Magic serves as both technology and religion in many fictional universes. Fantasy is so popular because of the allure of witchcraft, which can represent power, rebellion, oppression, knowledge, or temptation. Whether it’s spellcasting duels, flying on brooms, or learning forbidden secrets, magic satisfies the human craving for wonder and escape. So, should we ignore witchcraft and sorcery in the world today? Absolutely not, it is more popular than ever, and it is leading people away from God and His Truth. 

The problem is when you blur the lines of witchcraft and fantasy, then one’s relationship with divinity, as with the real and true God, could also be marked by elements of fantasy and sorcery. A lot of people, after all, view God as a sorcerer, and the Bible is a tale of witchcraft! Moses is seen as a practitioner of witchcraft (consider the confrontation with the Egyptian sorcerers)! The Bible indeed contains a lot of stories involving sorcery (consider Daniel’s encounter with magicians during his captivity in Babylon), which shows how prevalent witchcraft has been for thousands of years. 

Without a doubt, witches have had a tough time. Some have been hounded, scapegoated and even killed. During the Salem witch trials, frightened women were interrogated by powerful men about their beliefs and behaviour. While unnecessary fear and abuse are never right, the truth is no one should be flirting, practising or engaged in any form of sorcery or witchcraft. Some say that because they practice white magic (Wiccan, paganism), they are “innocent”. In the eyes of the Lord, any form of magic, be it white or black (occult), is prohibited. Any form of witchcraft, sorcery or magic leads down a dark path and away from God. It is a path where the demons roam.

As mentioned, certain witches are only involved in paganism, but it still doesn’t make it right. Pagans are people who typically follow a particular spiritual pathway focused on nature and on particular festivals during ‘The Wheel of the Year’. Some, but not all, pagans call themselves witches and would say that they practise witchcraft. Some witches, such as Hedgewitches, work alone, crafting rituals and ‘spells’ to order their world around them. Others like to work together and meet together in a ‘moot’ or ‘coven’ to talk about their spiritual lives and to perform their rituals together. Pagan witchcraft is sometimes distinguished from another tradition called Wicca or the Craft, but there are many different kinds within the pagan pathways and within Wicca itself; there can be a tremendous amount of variation. As mentioned, just because some witches or warlocks are not involved in Satanism, it still doesn’t make it right to dabble in this forbidden practice, which is called an abomination in the eyes of God.

It is also important to understand that other cultural traditions refer to witches, but these are not the same as pagan pathway traditions or the witches of popular fiction. Some cultures use the word ‘witch’ to refer to troublesome or dangerous ancestors, which they believe have the power to hurt. There are also cultural traditions which refer to ‘witchcraft’ to mean demonic or evil spirit powers which can harm a person and which must be repelled by prayers, offerings, spiritual defences or by a powerful spiritual leader.

Many Christians are as confused as non-Christians about the different kinds of ‘witches’ that exist in society, whether in literature or among our neighbours. In the Old Testament, ‘sorcerers’ (which often means people who try to find things out through divination) are condemned, because they distract people away from the good providence and care of God. In the King James Bible, Exodus 22.28 is translated, ‘Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live’, and this, together with the historical tendency to couple together witchcraft and evil provoked by the devil, meant that the word ‘witch’ was often understood by Christians to be by definition ‘anti-Christian’. Witches might not be in the league with the devil, this is true, but again, there is no such thing as white or black magic. If we engage in anything in the spiritual realm which offends God and attracts the attention of the devil, we are playing with unholy fire. 

In the New Testament, we find the encounter with a sorcerer, Simon Magus, who is converted to Christianity (Acts 8.9-13). Even Jesus was accused of sorcery by getting demons to do his work (see, such as Matthew 12.24). Is the paranoia shown by Christians of pagans, witches, wizards or magic, unfounded? Should believers be concerned about Hollywood being saturated with magic, sorcery and witchcraft? Very much so, because no matter how you spin it, witchcraft, sorcery or magic in whatever form or shape, eventually leads to the door of the devil. Why? Because eventually, somehow, you are going to connect with a demon.

Some will argue that there are no spiritual dangers involved in all these kinds of witchcraft; therefore, it is just harmless fun. Any practice that starts as a bit of fun but can escalate into experiments and investigations, which can get out of hand and cause anxiety and fear. Without a doubt, people who practise what they call witchcraft engage in more occult practices and admit that their spiritual explorations are darker and riskier than those of others. Some people calling themselves witches do express open hostility towards the Christian faith.

If witchcraft is supposedly harmless, then why is there such a push to promote it globally? Why is Hollywood so obsessed with it? Why is it such a craze among entertainers? Why are fantasy books so popular? The world, sadly, has chosen a different path, which leads away from God. It is a dangerous path, yet a path that the world wants to pursue to its demise. So yes, while it is not good to become overly suspicious that everybody is a witch, there is also the danger of dismissing the danger of witchcraft. 

A point in case is a new spiritual identity that has emerged that challenges conventional religious assumptions: the Christian witch. A "Christian witch" is an individual who identifies with both Christian faith and witchcraft, though this is a paradoxical concept to many, as orthodox Christianity and witchcraft are incompatible. Those who identify as Christian witches often work with Christian figures like angels, saints, or God, and may incorporate elements of Christianity into their witchcraft, such as using the Bible, psalms, or specific Christian deities for spiritual purposes. It is simply a perversion of both Christianity and witchcraft. You cannot walk in the light and the dark. After all, Christian witches combine deities, incorporating them into their magical practices. They may even use biblical passages, such as Psalm 91, as a form of prayer or protective spell. Some use Christian terminology, such as referring to spells as "prayer candles" or calling potions "magic mists". No matter how you look at it, it is an abomination to blend one’s faith with nature-based practices, such as calling upon Gaia for grounding or working with the cycles of the moon. 

Isaiah 3 says, “18 In that day the Lord will take away the finery: the jingling anklets, the scarves, and the crescents; 19 The pendants, the bracelets, and the veils; 20 The headdresses, the leg ornaments, and the headbands; the perfume boxes, the charms, 21 and the rings; the nose jewels, 22 the festal apparel, and the mantles; the outer garments, the purses, 23 and the mirrors; the fine linen, the turbans, and the robes.” This is a direct word from God condemning witchcraft, with so many sorcerers and magicians wearing such fancy apparel. Isaiah 19:3 says, “The spirit of Egypt will fail in its midst; I will destroy their counsel, and they will consult the idols and the charmers, the mediums and the sorcerers.” Indeed, there is no power in witchcraft which is greater than God. 

Ezekiel 13:18 declares, “Thus says the Lord God: “Woe to the women who sew magic charms on their sleeves and make veils for the heads of people of every height to hunt souls! Will you hunt the souls of My people, and keep yourselves alive?” Ezekiel 13 describes and condemns false prophetesses who used deceptive, occult practices like sewing "magic bands" and making "kerchiefs" to control and profit from God's people. It means they used charms, veils, and other superstitious rituals to trap people spiritually, promising a false sense of safety for their own gain, which God would not allow. God declares He will deliver his people from these snares and expose their hypocrisy. Magic bands most likely refer to amulets or talismans worn on the wrist, a practice condemned in the Law of Moses as it relies on powers other than God. The verse is a warning against spiritual manipulation and bondage, whether through occult practices or any other form of deception that leads people away from God. The prophetesses were misleading people into believing they were safe from judgment, causing them to ignore the true warnings and fail to repent.  Their actions were driven by a desire for personal gain, as they profited by misleading people with false prophecies and rituals. The "woe" in the verse signals impending judgment for these false prophets, and God promises to deliver His people from their traps and expose their deceit. The passage contrasts the false prophetesses with true prophets who speak God's truth, which does not promise easy answers but leads to edification and guidance.

So many people in the Bible rebelled against God because of idolatry and sorcery. 2 Chronicles 33 is one such case, “33 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2 But he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 3 For he rebuilt the [a]high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden images; and he worshiped all [b]the host of heaven and served them. 4 He also built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem shall My name be forever.” 5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 6 Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom; he practised soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger.”

The problem with witchcraft is that it is a direct violation of God’s authority. Sorcery is seen as an attempt to gain supernatural power or knowledge independent of God. In that sense, it is spiritual treason. Sorcery is often tied to the worship of other gods or spirits. It blurs into pagan religious practices, drawing people away from the covenant with Yahweh. 1 Samuel 15:23 says, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft (keshef), and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” Here, witchcraft becomes a metaphor for spiritual rebellion—even disobedience is likened to sorcery because both operate from a spirit of independence from God.

Israel’s theocratic system viewed occult manipulation very seriously. It wasn’t treated as harmless folk practice but as a societal threat. Pagan nations were often condemned for their reliance on magic and omens. “Stand now with your enchantments... Let your astrologers save you... Behold, they shall be as stubble.” — Isaiah 47:12–14 (to Babylon). This frames sorcery as false security, therefore, a deception that collapses before God’s power.  Sorcery and witchcraft are forbidden not just because they “don’t work,” but because it does. It leads people away from reliance on God. It leads you down a path of rebellion and darkness. To clarify, in the Bible, witchcraft (also translated as sorcery, divination, enchantment, or magic) refers to human attempts to access or manipulate supernatural power outside of God’s authority. It involves seeking knowledge, power, or influence from spirits, occult practices, or ritual formulas rather than submitting to God.

Key Hebrew and Greek terms include Kesheph (sorcery, incantations, spells), Qesem (divination, fortune-telling) and pharmakeia (Greek, sorcery using potions, charms, mind-altering methods, also the root of pharmacy). Witchcraft is consistently condemned because it replaces dependence on God with rebellion and self-exaltation. 1 Samuel 15:23 mentions that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. It also opens doors to deception and spiritual bondage (Galatians 5:20).

There are various forms of witchcraft. This includes ritualistic /occult (these involve intentional contact with spiritual forces outside of God); divination (seeking hidden knowledge through tarot cards, pendulums, astrology, crystal balls, bones, tea leaves, runes); spellcasting and incantations (using chants, rituals, or symbols to influence people, events, or outcomes); necromancy (attempting to communicate with the dead through séances, ancestor summoning, mediumship); curses and Hexes (pronouncing harm or misfortune spiritually on a person or object); conjuring spirits/spirit guides (invoking supernatural beings for guidance, protection, or power); potion-based sorcery (Pharmakeia, using substances (herbs, drugs) for spiritual or mind-altering purposes).

Cultural or folk witchcraft is found worldwide, often blended with religion or tradition. In African traditions, you find the sangoma or witch doctor practices, ancestor calling, and muti rituals. In European paganism, you find Wicca, Druidry, and Norse runic magic. In Latin America, you get Santería, Brujería, and Santa Muerte worship. In Asia, you find Shamanism, Taoist sorcery, and mantra-based spirit rituals. These practices are often framed as healing or protection but rely on spirit intermediaries, not the Holy Spirit.

According to the Bible (Galatians 5:20 and 1 Samuel 15:23), witchcraft is not only ritual — it’s also manipulation and domination. Emotional manipulation is about controlling people through guilt, fear, seduction, or passive aggression. Intimidation or domination involves using authority or personality power to force obedience. Prophetic or religious control is also rife. This is often called the spirit of Jezebel — not necessarily witchcraft with candles, but witchcraft through words and influence.

Some forms of witchcraft are socially accepted today, but spiritually rooted in self-deification and occult philosophy. Manifestation, or the law of attraction, deals with speaking desires into the universe to “force reality” into agreement. Crystal healing and energy work is the belief that stones or vibrations spiritually influence life. Horoscopes and Zodiac identities are about defining destiny based on celestial alignment. Witchcraft, therefore, appears in three main expressions: spiritual witchcraft (seeking power from spirits), relational witchcraft (using control/manipulation), and self-exalting (becoming “your own god”).  

Ancient civilisations widely practised magic, divination, ancestor invocation, and spirit rituals. The Bible confronts these head-on. In Egypt, magicians imitated Moses’ miracles (Exodus 7–8), yet God exposed their power as inferior. We find in the Bible Canaan child sacrifice, necromancy, and spell-casting (Deuteronomy 18:9–12). Israel was warned not to adopt these practices. Babylon and Persia were well known for their astrology, dream interpreters, and sorcerers (Daniel 2:2). God, however, gave Daniel true revelation without occult means. In Greece and Rome, we find witchcraft cults and potion-based magic. The apostles confronted such magic, such as with Simon the Sorcerer. 

At its core, witchcraft is not just spells and rituals — it is about control. It attempts to bend reality, people, or spirits to one's own will, rather than yielding to God's will. It involves incantations and curses (words used to bind/influence, gossip, word curses, malicious intentions); charms and objects for power (trust in physical tokens rather than God, such as crystals, talismans, manifestation rituals); mind control/domination (forcing others through fear or charisma, emotional manipulation, cult leadership); fear-based control (spiritual intimidation, religious control under the guise of “prophecy” or “discernment”).

The Apostle Paul identifies witchcraft as a “work of the flesh” (Galatians 5:20) — meaning it’s not always ceremonial magic. It can be a heart posture of domination, coercion, or rebellion.  Even Jezebel in Revelation 2:20 is described as operating in witchcraft—not necessarily with potions—but through seduction, manipulation, and spiritual control.

While ancient rituals still exist in many cultures, witchcraft today has evolved into more subtle or socially acceptable forms such as New Age practices (horoscopes, energy healing without God, spirit guides, manifestation rituals); psychological/spiritual manipulation in churches, relationships, or politics (using fear, guilt, or prophecy to dominate); media and entertainment glorifying magic and rebellion; self-deification through statements like “I am my own god / I manifest my own reality.” The Bible identifies this as the spirit of rebellion and lawlessness, rooted in Lucifer’s own desire to control rather than submit (Isaiah 14:12–14).

You can also say that witchcraft deals with the applied or intended harm brought upon others through the use of supernatural or occult powers. It, however, is also psychological as it deals with manipulation and control. A belief in malevolent witchcraft has been found across many societies throughout recorded history. Sometimes witches are believed to act alone and at other times to operate in tandem with other witches, often as part of a conspiracy opposed to the moral norms of their communities. Many still regard witches as a product of imagination, folklore, and fiction rather than reality. Witches have been portrayed as comical with their pointy hats and brooms. Yet there is nothing comical about sorcery, no matter your intention or method of practice. 

The term witchcraft only really took flight in the Early Middle Ages as the Old English term wiccecraeft. Before the 19th century, the common understanding of the terms witch and witchcraft among English speakers was a negative one. In this context, a witch was someone who drew on supernatural or occult power to harm others, engaging in what was often referred to as maleficium. Similar concepts were evident in many other parts of Europe, with terms roughly synonymous with the English word witchcraft, including sorcellerie (French), Hexerei (German), stregoneria (Italian), and brujería (Spanish). 

Although witches are generally perceived as being human, in many societies, they are credited with fantastic abilities not shared by most people. The idea that witches can fly was found not only in early modern Europe (a period covering the 15th to 17th centuries) but also in parts of North America, sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Melanesia. In some cases, they allegedly do so upon steeds; the aforementioned Nyakyusa held to a belief that witches flew upon their pythons, while from early modern Europe, there are accounts of witches riding upon broomsticks. In many places, there are also accounts of witches being capable of transforming their shape. Inhabitants of Dang in Gujarat, India, for instance, held to a belief that witches could take the form of tigers, while a witch who appears in the Metamorphoses, a 2nd-century novel by the Roman author Apuleius, can turn herself into a bird.

As part of the worldview of many different communities, witches have often been incorporated into folk tales and legends. Internationally, the best-known of these are probably the witches that feature in German tales such as “Hansel and Gretel” that were recorded and published by the Brothers Grimm in the early 19th century. The notion of malevolent witchery has also entered popular culture, with witches of this kind appearing in various influential works of fiction, ranging from literature such as William Shakespeare’s Macbeth (c. 1606) and Roald Dahl’s The Witches (1983) through to films like Suspiria (1977) and The Blair Witch Project (1999).

It should also be noted, as we consider the impact of sorcery on the world, how the Greek word pharmakeia (where we get pharmacy from) appears in Galatians 5:20 and Revelation 18:23. Terms from the same root word appear in Revelation 9:21, Revelation 21:8, and Revelation 22:15. These are typically translated into English as “sorcery,” “witchcraft,” or “sorcerer.” Ancient Greek uses of pharmakeia closely mirror the generic modern English word drugs; the same Greek root word produced English terms such as pharmacy and pharmacist. Modern use of the word sorcery evokes images of supernatural power and spells; biblical use of pharmakeia doesn’t fit well with such ideas. Rather, the term suggests various forms of drug abuse. Those might include drug use in pagan worship, as an addiction, or as a poison used to manipulate and control others.

Ancient societies were no strangers to mind-altering chemicals. Archaeologists note the presence of opium, hemp, and many other substances in Bible-era cultures. These compounds were not as potent as modern options, but still capable of powerful effects. For example, synthetic drugs like carfentanyl are a hundred thousand times as powerful as an equivalent dose of natural opium—this is what allows a small dart to tranquillise an elephant. But opium itself is still a strong drug. Mood-altering substances were also used in connection with ancient religious practices. Temples such as those in Greece sometimes used mind-altering drugs in fortune-telling and oracles. These may have included natural vapours and deliberately concocted mixtures. When Paul wrote Galatians and John recorded Revelation, these practices would have been part of pagan idolatry.

Substances that alter a person’s perceptions can be used as legitimate medicines (1 Timothy 4:4). They can also be abused for recreation. Even worse, they can be used in a predatory manner, influencing others and taking advantage of their skewed awareness. The biblical concept of “sorcery” seems to lean toward the latter end of this spectrum. A biblical “sorcerer” could be thought of as the equivalent of a modern “drug dealer.” Or as the type of person who slips chemicals into a woman’s drink to take advantage of her.

Galatians 5:20 is part of Paul’s list of contrasts to the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). That list of works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19–21) does not appear to be random. The references are collected into groups of similar offences. Paul begins by mentioning sexual sin, then idolatry, then “sorcery”—pharmakeia—and then division, before moving on to drunkenness and debauchery. His reference to pharmakeia is placed more closely to idolatry and sexuality than to drunkenness. The word order hints that Paul associated pharmakeia with the use of illicit drugs in ungodly spiritual practices.

John’s references might also be connected to pagan worship; Revelation 9:21 comes immediately after a condemnation of idolatry. Yet this reference also sits between mentions of murder and sexual sin. Revelation 18:23 is part of a condemnation of Babylon, referring to its “deception.” The phrasing closely echoes the statement of Nahum 3:4, which refers to “charms.” The Hebrew root word used in Nahum is kesheph. That is used in reference to idolatry and often translated as “sorcery,” and is seen in 2 Kings 9:22, Isaiah 47:9, 12, and Micah 5:12.

Combining these contexts, the exact meaning of pharmakeia isn’t crystal clear, but neither is it completely obscure. There’s no sense that Scripture uses terms such as pharmakeia in reference to supernatural powers. Instead, biblical “sorcery” seems to be about abusing drugs for idolatry, recreation, and/or oppression of others.

Let us remember that the Bible offers freedom, not fear. Jesus’ authority breaks every form of witchcraft (Colossians 2:15). Believers are warned not only to avoid the occult but also to reject manipulation, control, and rebellion within their own hearts. True spiritual power comes through submission to God, love, truth, and the Holy Spirit — never through force or control. Witchcraft is ultimately about power without God, spirituality without submission, and influence through manipulation rather than love. It is as ancient as Egypt and as modern as social media. It can be found in rituals—or in attitudes. The biblical response is not superstition or fear, but discernment, truth, and surrender to Christ.
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Witchcraft and paganism in the Church
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Years ago, I remember one evening the Lord told me to go outside and find a small tree branch. I obeyed and brought it indoors. And the Lord spoke into my heart that while in prayer, I must break the branch. As I did so, the Lord said He is going to break the branch of paganism and witchcraft in the Church. Why? This form of the occult is deadly and allows the devil plenty of legal rights to destroy. It is deadly because we are in perilous times where some in the church, even those in spiritual positions of leadership, have merged the world of light and darkness. Satanic agendas have been mixed into the true faith in our God.

The Lord once said that the staff of Moses would always devour the staff of the sorcerer. Yes, the power of God is always greater than the power of the devil. The devil’s power can never withstand or supplant the true power of God. And for those who truly move in the power and authority of God, the staff of the sorcerer, thus the evil, wicked and devilish deeds and acts, will never prevail. For indeed, God is our rod and staff (Psalm 23), and the gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church. Yes, witchcraft is prevalent and very evident in churches, but God is calling those disciples who walk in His authority and power to arise, to no longer make excuses or to tarry, but to confront the satanic agenda, suggestions and afflictions. 

The witchcraft we see in churches today is nothing new. It is an extension of the same rebellion practised by Israel. We read in “Hosea 4: 11 “Harlotry, wine, and new wine enslave the heart. 12 My people ask counsel from their wooden idols, and their staff informs them. For the spirit of harlotry has caused them to stray, and they have played the harlot against their God. 13 They offer sacrifices on the mountaintops, and burn incense on the hills, under oaks, poplars, and terebinths, because their shade is good. Therefore your daughters commit harlotry, and your brides commit adultery.”

The idolatry and the practices of witchcraft caused Israel to be likened to a harlot, thus a prostitute, by God. Remember Gomer? She was the wife of the prophet Hosea (8th century BC), mentioned in the Book of Hosea (1:3). Hosea 1:2 refers to her alternatively as a "promiscuous woman" (NIV), a "harlot" (NASB), and a "whore" (KJV), but Hosea is told to marry her according to Divine appointment. This was a prophetic action that even though Israel fell into harlotry, God would not break His covenant with her. Yet there are always consequences to our actions. Only two tribes – Judah and Benjamin – really returned to Israel after captivity at the hands of Babylon. The other ten tribes, who were taken captive by the Assyrians years before Babylon’s siege of Jerusalem, were left to be scattered across the world. Yes, there are consequences to our idolatry, to our witchcraft and to our spiritual promiscuous behaviour as we flirt with the devil while supposedly loving God.

Take note of “Deuteronomy 18: 9 “When you come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and because of these abominations the Lord your God drives them out from before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the Lord your God.” 

Such practises were deemed an abomination, therefore a thing that causes disgust or loathing. Such vile practices are disgusting to the Lord, yet Israel often fell victim to abominations despite the warning. And still today, little has changed in the church. 

As Ezekiel saw such abominations taking place in the inner sanctuary of the Temple, so in the inner chambers of the churches and the chambers of the hearts of followers of God, there lurks spiritual fornication, idolatry and acts of abomination. And so it says in “Matthew 12:35: A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things” and also “Matthew 15:18: But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man.”

There have been increasing testimonies of church leaders who say that there is nothing wrong with speaking to God and to the dead. What blasphemy! Yes, the great falling away is upon us, which is marked by great deception and delusion. Of late, one prophet said he has the right, according to his office, to leave his body and to ‘visit’ people in their homes to see what they are doing. It is called astral travelling, and it has nothing to do with the office of the prophet! As a prophet or as a child of God, you have no right to travel out of your body and invade someone’s privacy! This is witchcraft.

Astral projection (or astral travel) is a term used in esotericism to describe an intentional out-of-body experience that assumes the existence of a soul or consciousness called an "astral body" that is separate from the physical body and capable of travelling outside it throughout the universe. 

Those in the occult and witchcraft use such methods to regularly separate their astral body from their physical bodies while travelling to apparent celestial planes of existence, interacting with a vast array of higher-dimensional beings. It is also reported that those who travel in such a manner are also able to maintain conscious awareness during their nightly astral projections. Now, where does it state in the Bible this is something one is allowed to do? Where does it state that a prophet is allowed to leave his body to roam the earth? This is an abomination as mentioned in Deuteronomy 18. It is witchcraft, and yet some think this is some sort of power or gift God bestows upon His people, especially prophets. What nonsense and rubbish!

Regarding the prophetic, there is so much divination being practised by the church. Divination is simply the practice of seeking knowledge of the future or the unknown by supernatural means. Yes, you tap into a demonic source. It is thus the practice of attempting to foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge by occult or supernatural means. We read in “Acts 16: 16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days. but Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.” Take note that the demonic entity within the girl said that these are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim the way of salvation. The familiar spirit was thus accurate, and a reminder that demons are not clueless. Yet Paul dealt with divination, as we all should do, by delivering the girl from the demon. Paul did not entertain witchcraft but dealt with it under the authority of God. 

It says in “Jeremiah 14:14: And the Lord said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart.” And also “Leviticus 19:26: ‘You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor shall you practice divination or soothsaying.” The occult is marked of course with practices that include blood sacrifices and blood oaths and covenants, Yet such practises are creeping, and concernedly more boldly of late, into the churches where divination, and not the word of God, is spoken and where people practise soothsaying (which is also the ability of prophecy (or the pretence of prophecy) by supernatural means). Indeed, these are very perilous times where divination abounds, disguised as the prophetic, and where Christians advocate witchcraft without the fear of God.

Yes, we live in perilous times, for the church is practising witchcraft! These are indeed days of great deception, of false signs and wonders to seduce and to mislead. 

2 Thessalonians 2: 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Here it is made very clear that we will see power, signs, and lying wonders by the working of the devil. It is already upon us, and it has been happening for some time! We have thus been warned, yet it seems we fail to heed the warning. Again, these are perilous times and more than ever we need to receive the love of the truth, thus holding onto God’s truth lest we perish because of a lack of knowledge. 

This is not the time to be playing church. To be asleep. This is the time to be alert, sober and awake. Deception speaks of presenting something which looks real and true, yet it is not. More than ever, we need to pray for discernment so that we do not fall for the delusions of this age. Those who believe the lie indeed seek after unrighteousness. Remember, Matthew 6 urges us to first seek His Kingdom and righteousness, thus His truth, His wisdom, His Kingdom and ways. The devil seeks to draw us away from such a reality, to rather pursue lies, and thus fall into a cloud of confusion. 

Paul supported what he wrote in 2 Thessalonians 2 in “Romans 1: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.”

The crux of the matter is we are foolish to believe the lie and thus fall into delusion. It is foolishness to deny the cross, the truth of the Kingdom and the eternity of His Word (see 1 Corinthians 1). Indeed, the cross remains the stumbling block for so many, as it counters the humanistic and secular philosophy of the world and the carnal delights and pleasures that man seeks. Jesus said in Matthew 10:16: "I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” 

So yes, in such perilous times of witchcraft and deception, we need to remain humble and full of love, but we need to keep our wits, be observant, be alert and realise that the devil prowls looking to devour.

As another example of witchcraft and deception in the church, there was a testimony of how a believer of the Lord said there is nothing wrong to serve God and using tarot cards for a reading or practise cartomancy (this is the same with those of the faith who says there is nothing wrong to speak to the dead). Such practices, which is another form of the occult, is for fortune-telling and divination. The last few years have seen a definite resurgence in interest in all things relating to the occult, tarot cards among them. For some, tarot is a handy party trick, but for those who know the occult, it is a sacred and powerful tool to connect with the demonic realm. 

Ironically, tarot cards like the Ouija Board (through which you also connect to the realm of the demonic) were originally intended as more of a parlour game. Yet both the cards and the board should not be treated as a game, and it is not a trick to entertain. It is real and certainly has no business in the church.

Revelation 2: 8 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.” And also “Revelation 3: 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.

The term synagogue of Satan Is quite harsh, but the Lord labels these churches so because they are deceptive and treacherous in their dealings. Satan after all is well-known as being the father of lies, and all that he does is to deceive and act treacherously. The fact that Christians think it is alright to dabble in the occult and to openly practise it without shame or fear of God shows the levels of deception and how they themselves have been duped into believing a lie.

As children of God, we can certainly not entertain in any way or form treachery, deception or lying, for then we are merely hypocrites and setting up a pretence. Paul writes in “2 Corinthians 6: For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?” In churches these days you will find things are certainly not what they appear, as deception and trickery is rife in the effort for a man to pursue selfish desires and agendas. Demonic practices lurk, even in the use of hypnotherapy. We need to either walk in the light or darkness, for we can surely not walk in God’s power and the devil’s power, or we can surely not speak lies while praising God.

So why talk about hypnosis? Yes, some Christians even think it is alright to practise it. According to Britannica Encyclopaedia, the history of hypnosis is as ancient as that of sorcery, magic, and medicine. The English physician James Braid coined the terms hypnotism and hypnosis, after the Greek god of sleep, Hypnos. Hypnotism is simply the means of bringing on an artificial state of sleep to the participant, more accurately described as a state of reduced consciousness while one is awake. The hypnotized person comes under the will and bidding of the hypnotizer. How then can this be Biblical, when we are called to submit only our lives to God and our will to His will?

Hypnosis is nothing new. It has been used for thousands of years by witchdoctors, and shaman spirit mediums alike. Hypnosis has always been a powerful tool of the occult. Ways to get in touch with the spiritual realm quickly for example by hypnosis, drugs, meditation, and visualization (when tapping into the demonic realm and not by submitting to the Holy Spirit). Anytime we interfere and change the normal brain pattern we bring ourselves into an altered state of consciousness, and if radical enough in touch with the spiritual realm. Granted, most hypnotists do not believe in the occult and are neither open to considering this phenomenon being from a spiritual (demonic) source. They feel it is either latent human power or something undiscovered as yet. No matter how you look at it, if one surrenders oneself to a doorway into the occult, under the disguise of “science” or “medicine,” one opens oneself to the powers of demons and probable deception. 

Indeed, we are warned by God not to practice sorcery, divination, or enchantment. We are not to follow after mediums, wizards, enchanters, charmers, and those who have a familiar spirit. Hypnosis, as practised today, may be related to what is identified in the Old Testament as “enchantment” (Leviticus 19:26). It is thus an abomination, allowing for doorways of demonic oppression and possession, yet some within the Christian fold do not frown upon it yet advocate it. These are perilous times.

All witchcraft, however, is not about rituals chanting, potions, spells or candles. Witchcraft at its root is about control, therefore, using manipulation, intimidation, and domination to bend others to the will of a person. And such witchcraft is also very prevalent in churches, where congregants are bullied into believing certain doctrines and they are taught through fear never to question the spiritual leadership or to speak out against them.

The true Church of Jesus Christ never compromises with witchcraft in any form, because she never has to. She is born of Spirit and truth (John 4:24), built upon the Rock against which “the gates of hell shall not prevail” (Matthew 16:18).

The enemy has always produced a counterfeit to distract from the authentic. “For Satan himself transforms himself
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