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6 of Swords

Alice sighed as she spread the remaining cards in the special deck on the shelf. She picked a card and straightened up the rest of the cards. She left the room and walked upstairs into her room. She sat down at her desk. She sighed again as she set the card down.

She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks and set them out side by side. She blinked at the three different versions of the 6 of Swords card. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took notes while listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She lost track of time and didn’t put her pen down until she heard someone in the kitchen. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. She saw her husband cooking lunch.

“Oh, I almost thought Madeline was cooking.”

He turned to look at her. “I know. She’s around her somewhere.”

She nodded. “I know. How are the orders today?”

“Very light today. We’ll have time to finish them before the funeral.”

“Any tarot readings today?”

“No, they’re all refraining for today for the funeral.”

“Good. That does help out.” She set the table and grabbed drinks.

He finished cooking and served them. They sat down to eat.

“Alice, what is the card of the day?”

“Oh, it’s the 6 of Swords.”

Madeline’s ghost appeared in the kitchen and smiled at the young elves. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is usually a pleasant journey, hoping for a fast solution to a problem, success after many attempts, sometimes a messenger, expediency, the end of a journey, travel, trip, task, mail, commission, a necessary transition, relocation, moving, leaving the past behind, protection, or even courage.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is stagnation, a difficulty without end, a public confession, an unwanted and unwarranted proposal, declaration, mental and physical abuse, difficult circumstances, or a spiritual journey which becomes stormy.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You may get another card tomorrow, but you already know that.” She disappeared.

Alice smiled and ate her meal.

Eliot said, “So, that’s it for the suit of swords?”

She nodded.

“That leaves two more wands and six more major arcana cards?”

She nodded. “Yes, it does. It’s such a relief to nearly be done with my studies.”

“I wonder which of those eight cards you’ll draw tomorrow.”

“So do I.”

They finished eating, cleared the table, and soaked the dishes in soapy water. They put the leftovers away and cleaned the kitchen. Then they walked to the greenhouse. Klio and Klia were there on their favorite perch. They were chatting with the neighborhood cats.

Alice and Eliot checked the orders on the big screen. It was just some orders for stores. Eliot had started the boxes and packed up his part of the orders. Alice didn’t have to craft much that day. The orders depleted their back stock, but the boxes were soon packed, labeled and sealed up.

The delivery person arrived and accepted the boxes. “I heard about Madeline. Are you two alright?”

Both elves nodded.

Eliot said, “It’s a bit rough, but our clients have been understanding. We just had these orders to do for today and our back stock.”

Alice said, “She was my aunt and I miss her, but it was her time. She tried to tell me beforehand, but I didn’t want to believe it.”

The delivery person nodded. “It can be hard to lose those we love even when we know it’s their time to die.” They soon left.

Alice and Eliot crafted their back stock and then went to their room to get ready for the funeral. She tried not to cry, but the tears came anyway. He held her and let her cry on his shoulder.

She wiped her tears. “I’ll be alright now. I just needed to do that.”

“I understand. She was your aunt and quite special.”

“Do you miss her?”

“Yes. She was an aunt to me in many ways.”

She wiped away the rest of the tears. “I can believe that.”

“It’s time for us to go.”

She nodded and took his arm. Klio and Klia waited at the front door.

“Meow?”

Alice said, “We have to go to Madeline’s funeral now, but we’ll be back later.”

“Meow?”

Eliot said, “Yes, she’s a ghost now and lives in the house, but we still have to honor her life.”

“Meow!”

The elves petted the cats and then left the house. The cats stood by to guard the house and keep the area safe until their caretakers would return.

Alice and Eliot walked to the park where the memorial was held. It was a simple little affair. The couple was greeted and given condolences by many clients and friends of Madeline.

Several people spoke about Madeline and the good times they had with her. Alice and Eliot held hands and both let their tears flow freely.

“Madeline was a great woman. She was quite feisty at times, but no matter. I enjoyed the time I had with her even if she never wanted to get married. I could flirt with her and never got into trouble. Even her scoldings were fun to endure.”

Alice and Eliot smiled at that little story from a man.

“I always knew Madeline was a witch. She could read tarot like no one I ever knew could. She was a curmudgeon, but she could be quite sweet too. I figured after the way her family tended to treat her, that was probably why she tended to guard her heart. But once you earned her loyalty, you had it for life. I do try to be like her in that respect.”

There were many tears, but also some smiles and some laughter.

“Madeline was a great friend. She never cared that I never found women attractive. In fact, I think that fact might have helped our friendship to blossom. We could talk about men and clothes and she never got tired of it. We could also talk about magic and plants. I almost can’t believe she’s gone now. I do miss her.”

Eliot stood up and spoke. “When Madeline first approached me, I wasn’t sure what to think. She was always an elder elf to me. She was picky about how she wanted her house and plants to be. But I could see through the tough exterior and just learned whatever she could teach me. I don’t regret accepting her offer. Later, when she semi-retired, she gave me free rein over all the plants. At first it felt weird to me, but then I got used to it. I remember I started playing music and she complained about it at first, but she was only teasing. I did play music she liked better to soothe her nerves, but eventually she got used to me playing the music I preferred while I working with the plants.”

Alice was last. “Madeline was my aunt. I never got to spend that much time with her when I was younger. She and my mother never got along very well. Before I went to live with my aunt and Eliot, I was living with my mother without any options. I wasn’t able to get a job and keep one so I could take care of myself. Then my aunt offered me a position living and studying with her. So, I took a leap of faith and left. I’m so glad I did. Now, I give tarot readings and craft toiletry items. Eliot and I have lots of happy repeat clients and we recently got married.”

After the service, some people stayed around to give condolences or just chat with the others who came.

“Where is the rest of the family?”

Alice blinked and looked around. “I don’t know. The ones that are still alive aren’t here at all, which doesn’t surprise me. They didn’t like Madeline.”

“That’s too bad. You do remind me of your aunt, except that you’re married.”

Alice smiled. “I know she never wanted to get married and that’s fine. I don’t think anyone should have to get married. People should only get married because they want to.”

“That’s a good way to look at it. I wish everyone felt that way about marriage.”

Eliot asked, “Alice, are you ready to go home?”

She nodded. “Let’s go. I think we’re done here.”

They walked home hand in hand. Klio and Klia were waiting for their elves in the entryway. As soon as the elves stepped inside, the cats rubbed against their caretakers’ legs. Eliot closed the door. The elves petted the cats.

Eliot said, “I think we better check their room. I’m sure they need more food and water and cleaner litter boxes.”

Alice nodded and they walked upstairs. Soon, she gave them more food and water as Eliot cleaned out their boxes. Klio and Klia waited quietly and patiently wagging their tails.

Alice said, “Well, that’s done. I wonder how soon I’ll have to do tarot readings again.”

Eliot grabbed his tablet computer and checked. “Well, it appears we will have larger orders tomorrow and you do have some tarot readings.” He showed her the schedule.

“Oh, tomorrow then. Okay. I think that’s fine.” She yawned.

He put his tablet away. “Are you hungry?”

“Yes.”

“Then let’s go cook and then clean up the kitchen after we eat.”

They walked downstairs hand in hand feeling at peace. The cats followed them to stay close to their caretakers. Three ghosts appeared on the stairs and smiled at the young couple and the cats.
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