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Chapter 1: The New Recruit
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The sun bore down on the Eastbridge University practice field like it was trying to melt the turf itself. Cleats thudded against the ground, coaches barked orders, and whistles punctuated every few seconds like warning shots in a warzone. Sweat-slicked players grunted through drills, shirts clinging, muscles burning. It was tryout week. No one smiled.

Bryce Maddox stood at the fifty-yard line, helmet tucked under his arm, jaw clenched hard enough to ache. Quarterback. Team captain. He was used to pressure. He thrived in it. But today, there was something different in the air. A tension, sharp and strange, like the moment before a storm breaks. It started early this morning—when Coach Dunn sent a message to the team group chat: “New QB tryout joining us this afternoon. Be ready.”

Bryce didn’t like surprises.

Now, just past noon, with the team lined up in scattered formation and the coaches huddled near the sideline, all eyes turned toward the parking lot. A truck door slammed. A figure approached. Bryce narrowed his eyes through the glare.

She walked like she belonged.

Back straight. Shoulders relaxed. A duffel bag slung across her back. A calm expression that didn’t match the heat or the whispers rising from the team. It wasn’t just that she was the only girl on the field. It was the fact that she didn’t flinch when the whispers started. Didn’t look down. Didn’t hesitate.

Coach Dunn stepped forward to meet her.

“You’re late,” he said, loud enough for most of the team to hear.

“Traffic,” she replied. No apology in her voice.

Coach gave her a look, then turned to the team. “This is Talia Brooks. Transfer. Quarterback. She’ll be trying out for the backup position. Treat her like any other recruit.”

“Sure, Coach,” someone muttered under their breath. Probably Jenkins. Always loudest when it came to jokes that didn’t land.

Bryce said nothing. He watched her drop her bag on the bench, pull her helmet on, and jog to the line. Her ponytail stuck out the back of the helmet, a small defiance against the uniformity of the team.

They ran drills.

She threw with precision, hitting targets down the field with a rhythm that came from hours of repetition. Her footwork was clean. Her reads were fast. She didn’t try to show off, but she didn’t play it safe either. Every play had intention.

Bryce stood on the sidelines during her reps, arms crossed, eyes narrowed. She was good. Not perfect. But good enough that the murmurs shifted from amused to annoyed to uncertain.

After an hour, Coach blew the whistle. “Pair up. Route drills. Maddox, take the lead.”

Bryce grabbed his helmet and moved into position. Talia stepped into place beside him like it was the most natural thing in the world.

“You ready?” he asked, eyes on the receiver.

“Always.”

He called the play, dropped back, and launched the ball. Clean spiral. Sharp angle






























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SPORTS ROMANCE

GAME PLAN

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

KELAKKIYAR SIDDHAR

/ ’





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





