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        When the bell rang at a quarter to three

        the school day was over and Martin was free.
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        He rushed out the door so as not to be late

        to meet his big sister at the school gate.
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        They were having a party that day after school

        and birthdays mean cake. Yes, that is the rule!

        His utter delight he could not disguise,

        for today was his Grandma’s birthday surprise.
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        They hurried straight home to put things away

        and make the house tidy for Grandma’s big day.
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        They wrapped up her presents and signed a big card.

        There was even a paw print from their St Bernard.
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        There’d be family and friends and a great big buffet

        full of sweet things like fudge and chocolate soufflé.

        Martin loved her so much he just couldn’t wait

        to yell out “surprise!” on her special date.
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        The man from the bakery down by the docks

        arrived at the door with a cake in a box.
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        But as soon as Martin opened the door

        the dog jumped up and he fell on the floor.
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        The cake went flying up in the air

        and fell with a splat on his mum’s velvet chair.

        Everyone gasped as they watched the cake fall

        and the mess that it made could not be called small.
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