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  The Series



Scary Monster is a true crime series exploring ten detailed and well-researched murder cases from around the world in each volume. These are lesser-known stories, both solved and unsolved, that span family tragedies, serial killers, mysterious disappearances, and more. Each case is presented with clear facts and gripping detail, offering a chilling look at crimes that deserve to be remembered.


Scary Monster Series E-book:


	True Crime Stories #1

	Murderous Minds #2

	Killer Chronicles #3

	Chilling Tales #4

	Tales from the Morgue #5

	True Crime Uncovered #6 (this e-book)
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  The Enigma of Micah Miller: Unraveling the Pastor’s Wife’s Mysterious Death

  
  




Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Usa - April 27, 2024


On April 27, 2024, the tragic death of 30-year-old Micah Miller sent shockwaves through her community and captivated national attention. Married for seven years to John Paul Miller, a prominent pastor at Solid Rock Church in South Carolina, Micah was found dead from a single gunshot wound to the head. As the initial details emerged, a growing chorus of family members, friends, neighbors, online commentators, and media speculated on the circumstances, believing that Micah Miller had not chosen her own fate. Many were convinced she had been murdered, drawing attention to a complex web of allegations including emotional, mental, and spiritual abuse, affairs, corruption within the church, and perceived failures of law enforcement. This heartbreaking case quickly became an intricate puzzle demanding answers.


Micah first met John Paul (JP) Miller when she was just 14 years old, after her family began attending Solid Rock Church in Myrtle Beach. At the time, JP was a youth pastor, gradually rising to a more significant role. When Micah was 18, JP even officiated her wedding to his good friend, Jeremy Do. Both Micah and Jeremy were deeply involved in the church; Jeremy ran the sports ministry, and Micah worked on the media team, among other responsibilities. Eventually, Micah took on the role of JP’s secretary and babysitter for his growing family.

The first crack in this facade appeared in 2015 when JP’s then-wife, Allison, discovered her husband and their babysitter in a compromising position. By 2016, JP and Micah’s affair had become public knowledge, leading to the dissolution of both marriages. Jeremy and Allison both left Solid Rock Church, but just one year later, in 2017, JP and Micah were married. At the age of 23, Micah became the stepmother to JP’s five children, four from his first marriage and the eldest from a previous relationship. As the pastor’s wife, Micah embraced a greater role within the church, serving as a worship leader, graphic designer, and overseeing women’s and youth ministries. She was also deeply committed to overseas missions, particularly her trips to Kenya where the church funded religious and educational initiatives. Micah loved to sing, often leading the congregation in song.


The fateful day began for 55-year-old Johnny Jacobs as a fishing trip to the Lumber River in North Carolina. Having been in the state park for several hours, he suddenly heard a woman’s cries from down the river. From his vantage point along the tall, dense tree line, he couldn’t see her, but the cries persisted for two or three minutes before abruptly stopping. A few minutes of silence passed, broken only by the sounds of the river, birds, and a light breeze, until the distinct and unmistakable bang of a gunshot rang out.

“Oh my God, don’t tell me, don’t tell me,” Jacobs recalled thinking, as the crying had ceased. As he prepared to leave, three other people arrived on the lake by boat, and he plainly asked them if they had heard the gunshot. They confirmed they had. Jacobs then cautiously made his way toward the direction of the sound. On the riverbank, he discovered a backpack containing a pair of glasses, a cell phone, Micah’s license, her bank card, keys, a small Bible, credit cards, and a few receipts. Within minutes, emergency responders, alerted by a 911 call, arrived at Lumber River State Park. They immediately began a search on foot and from the air. Just before 4:30 p.m., about an hour and a half after Jacobs heard the shot, a kayaker reported finding a woman’s body in the water. It was 30-year-old Micah Miller. She had died of a single gunshot wound to the head.

Investigators quickly located the black Honda Accord Micah had driven to North Carolina from her Myrtle Beach home in the park’s parking lot. Inside the car, detectives observed a black Sig Sauer gun case on the passenger seat and a box of ammunition in the center console. Later that evening, a Sig Sauer 9mm firearm was recovered from the water, its serial number matching the case. A receipt found in the vehicle showed the gun had been purchased just hours earlier from Dick’s Pawn shop in Myrtle Beach, with Micah Miller listed as the buyer.


Despite the evidence found at the scene, the initial conclusion of a self-inflicted gunshot wound was immediately rejected by Micah’s friends and family. It simply didn’t make sense to them. She had a hair appointment scheduled for that week, plans to attend church on Sunday, and was described as being “headed in a positive direction” with a “new purpose” and loving her job.

Those close to Micah believed there were far too many reasons to suspect foul play, with her husband, John Paul Miller, being their prime suspect. Weeks before her death, Micah’s sister, Sierra, quoted Micah as stating in a sworn affidavit: “If I end up with a bullet in my head it was not by me it was JP”. Their marriage had been notoriously tumultuous, with Micah attempting to leave him on multiple occasions only to be “repeatedly pulled back in”. However, in the days leading up to her death, she had grown resolute in her decision to leave him. She had changed her phone number three times in three months to prevent him from contacting her. A message from Micah to a friend expressed gratitude for past warnings about JP, adding, “I know that you knew I wasn’t ready to get out yet but I’ve replayed our condos over and over in our head throughout the years and um wished there was a way I could get out and now I have with a big smiley face”. Chillingly, only two days before Micah’s death, JP had been served with divorce papers.

Micah had previously sought to leave JP in January 2023, moving to Kansas to live with family and build a new life. She joined a new church and formed new friendships. Yet, after only a few months, Micah abruptly left Kansas, leaving an “uncharacteristic note” stating she was returning to South Carolina to be with her husband. Text messages from that period “didn’t make any sense” to her family, as she had been planning to stay and thrive in Kansas. Her return message simply stated: “hey good news I’ve been reconciled my husband’s allowing me to come back home praise God back in Myrtle”.

Once back in Myrtle Beach, the marriage continued its destructive pattern. JP reportedly reverted to old behaviors, and Micah found herself again “looking for a way out”. In cryptic social media posts, Micah spoke out against domestic abuse, which was interpreted as reflections of her own experience. She openly discussed the struggle of reconciling religious beliefs with the desire to leave an unhealthy marriage. She emphasized being “the bride of Christ before anybody else’s bride,” questioning how God, who “hates divorce because it hurts people,” would feel about His “bride going through abuse and hurt”.

In October 2023, Micah again filed for divorce, but by February of the next year, she withdrew the papers. That same month, Micah was involuntarily admitted to a hospital for mental health treatment, a commitment she claimed her husband initiated. She also reported that JP had taken her wallet, keys, and car. Upon her release, Micah reported her vehicle stolen to the police. JP, in turn, told police that his wife had mental health issues, claiming she had annual episodes around the holidays during which she would “recklessly spend large sums of money”. He justified taking her car by explaining he was preventing her from selling it and refused to return it for several weeks. Myrtle Beach police could do little, as the couple was still married, making Micah’s vehicle marital property that JP legally could not have stolen.

Micah’s concerns escalated after filing for divorce in the autumn. She grew convinced she was being stalked by her estranged husband. Twice, she discovered that a “sharp metal object had slashed the tires to her vehicle”. The first time this happened, a mechanic from the Honda dealership fixing the vehicle found a GPS tracking device attached to the car. As if to confirm Micah’s intuition, John Paul then turned up at the dealership to confront her. Another police complaint about the GPS tracker yielded the same result. JP again claimed his wife was “mentally unstable,” stating that shortly after their 2017 wedding, she had been diagnosed with bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and dependent personality disorder. He asserted the GPS tracker was for her own safety, and that she would be fine “as long as she took her medication”. However, he claimed Micah had a “rollercoaster relationship with her meds”. An earlier incident involved the wife of a pastor friend offering to pray for Micah, reportedly leading Micah to believe she no longer needed her medication. With the limited information and the vehicle being marital property, the responding officer took no action. Though JP later apologized to Micah for using the trackers in an email, he “continued to lash out” as Micah pursued the divorce.

On April 8, Micah spoke to police yet again, this time reporting that her husband had posted an indecent photograph of her on Facebook. Micah told police she had sent him the photo about six months prior. Parts of the photo had been blurred, meaning it didn’t meet South Carolina’s code of law for nudity. Officers informed Micah that since the photo was posted anonymously, there was no way to prove her husband was behind its publication, though once sent to him, it would have been “legally his”. Again, no action was taken against the pastor.

Micah told police she feared for her safety, explaining she had come to understand that her husband had groomed her since 2010 when she first met him as her youth pastor at approximately 14 years old. At that time, JP was 14 years older, already married, and a father. JP vehemently denies this depiction of their relationship. Micah’s last Facebook post, dated April 9th, passionately declared: “when terrible terrible terrible things happen to you y’all know what I’m talking about RPF resting peace face you don’t have to stay in an abusive relationship whether that’s um sexual whether that’s uh somebody forcing you to take illegal drugs or alcohol abuse or physical abuse uh psychological abuse making you think that this is all your fault or you’re a bad mom or you’re a bad wife or you’re a bad husband or you’re um you’re not giving it your all when you know you are”. Less than a week after this final police report, Micah found a GPS tracker on her vehicle for a second time. She filed for divorce the very next day. These papers would be served to JP about a week later, but only two days after that, Micah was dead.

A chilling account from JP’s own phone call to someone states: “JP personally called me and said hey Micah bought a gun she’s out in the backyard where you think she bought it to shoot me I don’t know JP I I don’t know what’s going on in the house that that would be a reason he was scared was wondering do you think she bought it to shoot me well you know why would that be a question if you was mistreating her”. The only individual in Micah’s life who appeared unfazed by her tragic death was her own husband. In the days following her discovery, John Paul gave no indications of the turbulent nature of his marriage. In her obituary, described by Micah’s friends as “a narcissist’s ramblings,” he wrote of Micah: “she and JP have been friends since 2009 married in 2017 and spent almost every single day and night together Micah made the greatest of efforts to always be the best wife she could be she would praise her husband after every church service telling him he was the best preacher in the world even if it wasn’t true she also told him he was the funniest preacher in the world even though that wasn’t true either”.

The day after her death, the pastor broke the news to his church congregation in a casual and unsettling announcement following his sermon. He told them: “we’re not going to do altar call today instead um instead um I’m going to have you stand up and I’m going to make an announcement and um after the announcement I’m going to ask that you um you leave church quietly and and don’t talk about the announcement here in the building please if you can so y’all can stand to your feet um before I make the announcement I also want to say that um my request to you is that you will continue to come to church and serve and give um for the next you know a little bit cuz I don’t want to have I’m taking a little bit of a break and I don’t want to have to worry about the church my break may be a few days a few weeks I don’t know um I got a call late last night my wife has passed away and yeah it was it was self-induced and it was uh up in North Carolina and um we’re going to have a funeral for her next Sunday here at 3 P.M and so um it’s it’s all I can yeah I’m just kind of going on um adrenaline right now so you pray for me and my kids and everybody and uh she was she wasn’t y’all knew that she wasn’t well mentally and that uh she needed her medicine that was hard to get to her and so um I’m sure there’ll be more details to come but um just keep our family in your prayers”. This announcement was made less than 24 hours after Micah was found, and before the coroner had made a determination on the cause of death. Robinson County police were still treating the incident as a suspicious death. JP’s decision to immediately declare her death “self-induced” and link it to her “alleged mental state” fueled further suspicion. Micah’s family did not attend the funeral.


JP’s troubled past began to surface under the scrutiny following Micah’s death. A video posted by one of JP’s neighbors in 2015 allegedly shows John Paul experiencing what some call a “drug-induced psychosis”. In the video, he explains feeling “ants crawling all over him,” though none are visible. The poster of the video, a man named Ty, wrote alongside his post: “I believe the saying goes getting a taste of your
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