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Introduction

Everyone votes, a lot of corruption happens, a lot of blood is shed during campaigning period but does everyone understand the science in elections and voting?

How do some candidates rig elections but observers deem the elections free and fair.

Why do politicians appear only campaigning six months before elections, after elections they’re gone we see them again 5 years later six months before elections again.

Does voting really help or have an effect or its just a waste of time.

In the following chapters will list, outline and explain the processes and contents thereof.

With thus said this book will be updated periodically to ensure that it is as current as possible.
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1.  History


a.  What Is Voting


Voting is merely expressing your own choice from the provided options. It can be public or in a private settlement.

In politics voting it’s a means of democratically indicating your choice from given candidates that seem fit for the contested political seat.

––––––––
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b.  First Voting Cases

Ancient Greece and ancient Roman brought voting into existence dating back to medieval period.

For the Greeks, Athens was one of the most important and powerful cities in Greece during the Classical period.

It was also the first of the Greek city states fully to develop democracy.

It was very important for Athenians to take an active part in the running of Athenian government.

Male citizens in Athens could vote on all the decisions that affected the city and serve on juries.

However, democracy was not open to everyone. Citizen women and children were not allowed to vote.

Slaves and foreigners living in Athens (known as metics) were banned from participating in government. (VFC0001)

For the city of Athens it was an assembly open to all the citizens which made decisions on a wide range of subjects:

	Peace, war and alliances,
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	Honours for foreigners

	For citizens, taxes, religion, public buildings and so on.


It had forty regular meetings a year and could have extra meetings when needed.
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Attendance was typically 6,000 or so: about 10% of the citizens in the fifth century, 20% in the fourth, after losses from the Peloponnesian War and the great plague.

A meeting could last some hours, and could involve ten, twenty or more separate votes.

Usually citizens voted by lifting up their hands.

Counting thousands of hands accurately would have been impossible, and the Athenians did not try.

Every decision will have been between two possibilities: do we pass the proposal or reject it? do we prefer option A or option B? do we elect this man or move on to the next candidate?
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The presiding officials will simply have judged which side was preferred by the majority, and if that was not clear they perhaps took a second vote and hoped that enough ‘floating voters’ would float to produce a clear majority then.

Smaller bodies, such as the local assemblies of particular demes (villages), voted in the same way.

Occasionally the assembly voted by ballot, on decisions about a particular person which needed at least 6,000 votes to make them valid.
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In the fourth century, when a foreigner was made an Athenian citizen, that decision was first made by raising hands, but it had to be confirmed by a ballot at the next meeting.

It seems that the Greeks first used ballots in cases like this, when the ballots made it possible to count and check that there were at least 6,000 votes, and they realised only later that voting by ballot could be secret voting, in which other people could not see how you voted.
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Once a year, in an ordinary decision of the assembly, the Athenians decided whether or not to hold an ostracism, a procedure which led to one man’s being sent into a kind of honourable exile for ten years without being proved guilty of any wrongdoing.
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It was normally used to choose between rival political leaders, so that the winner stayed in Athens and the loser was got out of his way.

When an ostracism was held, there was a special voting session in the agora, the main square of the city.

There was no list of candidates, but each voter wrote (or had somebody else write for him) on an ostrakon, a fragment of pottery, the name of the man he most wanted to remove; and as long as there were at least 6,000 votes the man with the most votes had to go.
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A few men voted against private enemies, but men who attracted large numbers of votes were public figures.

Several thousand of these ostraka survive. Most voters wrote simply a man’s name, sometimes adding his father’s name or the name of his deme (the usual way to distinguish between men with the same personal name), but a few added a comment, such as ‘Callixenus the traitor’.

No ostracism was actually held after about 415, when it was expected that the real choice would be between the rival politicians Nicias and Alcibiades, but they colluded so that the man with the most votes was Hyperbolus, who had proposed the ostracism.

Prosecuting a man in the lawcourts was thought to be more reliable. (VFC0002)

For the Romans, Saepta (or ovile) is the word for the voting space. (VFC0003)
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In the late Republic, it was an open wooden pen with probably 35 roped-off sections.

It had been on the Campus Martius.
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The number of divisions is thought to have corresponded with the number of tribes.

It was in the general area that both tribal groups and comitia centuriata held elections.

Romans voted in a couple of different groupings: by a tribe and by centuria (century).

Each group, tribe or centuria had one vote. This vote was decided by majority vote of the constituents of said group (tribe or tribe or centuria), so within the group, each member's vote counted as much as anyone else's, but not all groups were equally important.

Candidates, who were voted on together even when there were multiple positions to fill, were counted as elected if they received the vote of one-half of the voting groups plus one, so if
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there were 35 tribes, the candidate won when he had received the support of 18 tribes. (VFC0003)

A person who expressed a desire to run for a particular position had to notify the relevant magistrate in advance. The magistrate, in turn, had to check the candidate for compliance with the electoral legislation and put him on the voting list or refuse to do so.

The day of registration of a candidate was considered the day of the beginning of the election campaign, which lasted until the voting day.

To emphasize their status and stand out from the crowd, candidates dressed in snow-white togas- a symbol of a clear conscience.
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The Leges de ambitu allowed candidates to address the people in the bazaars and forums – the main squares of Roman cities.

At meetings with the electorate, candidates behaved politely, addressed each voter by name and asked for support for their candidacy.
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Each candidate was accompanied by a slave-nomenclator, whose job it was to remember the name of each voter and suggest it to the candidate if the latter forgot this name.

Traditionally, on the day of voting before the meeting of the comitia (a type of popular assembly in Ancient Rome), the senior magistrates determined the will of the gods by the flight and cry of birds, such a ritual was called auspicia.
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The augur observed the correct execution of the ritual he also decided whether the gods favored the election or not.

If the augur saw bad omens, the election was postponed, and the comitia was dissolved, with good omens, the meeting of the comitia began.

Meetings could only take place during the day; after dark, unfinished meetings were postponed to another day.
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After performing the auspices, the magistrates ordered the electorate to be called together and divided into centuries (according to the property qualification) or tribes (according to the electoral district).

The order of voting was determined by drawing lots – a wooden or bronze tablet with inscribed letters or verses.

[image: Vindolanda tablets - Wikipedia]
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Signs were placed in a special urn and mixed, and children or third parties were instructed to pull out one of them. The century that chose first was called centuria praerogativa.

The results of her vote were perceived by all the other centuries as an expression of the will of the gods, which must be fulfilled.

At the moment, two types of voting are known: open, which existed before the principle of secrecy of the vote was established, and directly secret.

In an open vote, residents of Rome were directly asked if they were ready to support a particular candidate, and the responsible persons recorded all the votes "for"and " against".
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In such a situation, the patricians could easily influence the choice of voters, which they actively used.

During the secret ballot, initially the voters cast their votes using a kind of maze, or as the Romans called it saepta-a network of wooden partitions placed in such a way that the voter could not leave on his own.

This structure excluded the possibility of repeated votes. Later, under Julius Caesar, marble columns were erected on the site of a dilapidated wooden labyrinth.

The maze had many entrances where voters waited their turn. Voting began after the signal, and all centuries except the centuria praerogativa participated.

The exact order of voting is unknown, but there is an assumption that before entering the fence, voters received a tablet on which they wrote themselves, or asked a proxy to write the names of two of their candidates, then the tablets were thrown into the ballot box, and the voters remained inside the maze until the end of voting.

During the election campaign, propaganda inscriptions were applied to the walls of houses covered with white plaster and red paint. The candidate's name was written in large letters at the very beginning, an appeal to the voter was written under it, and the names of deputies were indicated in small print below. The inscriptions remained after the election for the entire duration of the elected officials ' tenure and were covered with a new layer of plaster during the next election campaign. (VFC0004)
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c.  Study Of Voting (Psephology)

This is the modern day study of voting systems, pattens and the likes thereof.

And the people that practice psephology are called psephologists.

The term came from the Greek word for pebble as the ancient Greeks used pebbles as well to vote.
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Which is somehow similar to the norm we have in this day age, the word ballot is derived from the medieval French word "ballotte," meaning a small ball.(VFC0005)

So how then does one become a psephologists;

If one feels like they who wish to become a psephologist they must primarily complete high schooling and go university.

Once graduated with a BA/BSc in Political Science, Sociology or any other related subject.
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One has to pursue a master’s degree in politics and apply for related internships.

The student can then go for a PhD for better understanding of the electoral system and processes.

Now with the relevant degrees, the student is ready to pursue a career in psephology which one can start off by working at a media house or a political party and then go on to establish a career in psephology entirely.(VFS0006)

––––––––
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2.  Process Of Voting

The process of voting is generally standard in most nations, with a few that have little additions or subtractions from the standard.

One has to make sure they follow the process throughout so they can be allowed to vote & make a change in their nation.

There is however a requirement that one has to be above 18 to be allowed to vote and one has to be a citizen, foreigners don’t normally have the right to vote if they don’t have documentation proving they are permanent citizens.

Below is the standard process with which most countries conform to;

  Register To Vote

In most countries this is done online, there is a link or via the electoral commission in that specific nation that can be utilised for registering citizens to vote.
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Other parts of the world there is mobile voting agents, these ones they’re responsibility is to get the people to be registered to vote.

They can either be mobile registering people online via website or be stationed at public outlets either schools, libraries or any city council – government areas.

These agents are the ones that actually add up citizens on the voters roll. And once one
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  Find your correct voting station / voting centre
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  Voting day
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  Check that you are on the voters' roll
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  Get your ballot papers





  Get your identification documents stamped



  Find an empty voting booth and make your 'X'
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  Cast your vote








  You’re Done
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3.  Technology Advancements On Voting
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  Voting Machines
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1.  Mechanical lever machines
















2.  Punch-card


[image: ]
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3.  Scanned paper ballots
















5. Direct-Recording Electronic (DRE)
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  Online Voting Platforms
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  Mail Voting
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  SMS Voting
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  Social Media Voting
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4.  Why Voting
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a.  What Drives People Into Voting










1. We vote because we can!


2. Elections have consequences
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3.  Not voting is giving up your voice
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4.  It's your money







5.  Democracy needs you!



6.  Voting is an opportunity for change
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7.  Our generation knows best
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8.  The community depends on you!
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9.  Being the change you want to see.



b.  Courage For Voting



1.  Selfishness











2.  Personal Duty
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3.  Altruism
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4.  Belonging

















	White minorities voting for a Ian Smith a white man so they can retain power and keep on being influential in all matters that concerns the country.


	Black majority voting for blacks between Mugabe & Nkomo so as to equality with the white man.


	Shona tribe voting for shona presidential candidate Mugabe.


	Ndebele tribe voting ndebele presidential candidate Nkomo so as to have someone who belongs to their ndebele tribe.





5.  Social Approval








6.  Expectations




	The Zanu PF party promising to create more power through Kariba dam


	Zanu PF promising to promote international trade via world class boarders




	Zanu PF promising the Zimbabwean citizens a modern railway transportation system


	Zanu PF promising to create and give citizens jobs so they don’t flood into neighbouring countries in search of greener pastures like they currently do – Zimbabwean population is 13 million to which 7 million all outside Zimbabwe spread all over the world in search of jobs.




	Zanu PF promising to better current state of health care facilities and offer to the citizens at an affordable price.




	Zanu PF promising zero tolerance to corruption




	Zanu PF promising to protect & nurture the girl child





5.  Effects Of Voting



a.  Family Impact
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2.  Happiness In Families











	Send money back home for wife to follow


	Forget about the wife & kids start a new life here






b.  Social Impact



1.  Health care








	No medicine for the community in the clinics or hospitals


	Outdated equipment & machinery in the hospitals


	No space in the hospitals - overcrowding






2.  Education


















3.  Crime
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4.  Urban Development & Infrastructure


























6.  Tempering With The Votes / Rigging Elections








1.  Misleading or confusing ballot papers

















2.  Ballot stuffing
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3.  Misrecording of votes
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4.  Destruction or invalidation of ballots












5.  Tampering with electronic voting systems
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6.  Vote buying
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7.  Intimidation



































7.  Voting Statistics







a.  Comparison On Gender






	Mbare Chimurenga Choir image courtesy of The Herald

	Gokwe Chimurenga Choir

	Masvingo Chimurenga Choir
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b.  Comparison On Age

















8.  Religion On Voting


a.  Christianity Views








	Voting publicly recognises that we submit to the authority of the political system in our nation as established by God. (Romans 13:1-7)
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	Voting recognises the equality of all people and their right to speak and be heard. (Deuteronomy 10:17-19)
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	It is one way that we can obey God's command to seek the good of those around us and our nation as a whole. (Jeremiah 29:5-6)








	It shows that we care deeply about who our leaders are as we are urged to offer prayer and intercession on their behalf. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
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	It is a simple yet significant way we can do something about politics in our nation. 'All that is required for evil to prevail is for good men to do nothing', Edmund Burke. (Psalms 34:14)
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	It makes a difference the way a grain of salt makes a difference, and that is how we are to influence our society for good. (Matthew 5:13)






	It is a privilege not to be taken for granted. Those of us who reap the benefits of living in a democracy should play a part in upholding democracy.


	Not voting is a form of voting, as it will influence the outcome. We need to take responsibility for our actions, as well as our lack of actions. (Luke 10:25-37)





	Voting has biblical precedence for example Acts 14:23 describes that the early Christians elected elders by voting.
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	Voting is part of our stewardship to use all the resources we have been given in ways that honor God; to waste a vote is to squander a gift. (VFC00016)
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b.  Islamic Views











c.  Judaism















10. Conclusion
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