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MATTHEW 1:17-25 – The Text
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Why Two Versions

Each passage in this study appears in both the King James Version (KJV) and the World English Bible (WEB). The KJV carries a spiritual weight and a sense of reverence in its language. It reads with depth and formality that invites reflection. The WEB offers a clear and modern reading that supports understanding line by line. It keeps the message direct while preserving meaning. Both are included to give you a fuller encounter with the text. Read both. Let the meaning settle. Let the words speak.

KJV

1:17 SO ALL THE GENERATIONS from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

1:19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.

1:20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

1:22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

1:24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 1:25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

WEB

1:17SO ALL THE GENERATIONS from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

1:18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this; for after his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 1:19Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly. 1:20But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take to yourself Mary, your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 1:21She shall bring forth a son. You shall call his name Jesus, for it is he who shall save his people from their sins."

1:22Now all this has happened, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,

1:23"Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
And shall bring forth a son.
They shall call his name Immanuel;"
Which is, being interpreted, "God with us."
1:24Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; 1:25and didn't know her sexually until she had brought forth her firstborn son. He named him Jesus.
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What’s Going On?
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Matthew 1:17–24 moves from lineage to arrival. The first sixteen verses build the foundation. Now the promise enters history in flesh and blood. This passage holds the first direct account of Jesus Christ’s birth. It does more than describe an event. It opens the door to divine reality taking human shape.

Verse 17 closes the genealogy with a summary: fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile, and fourteen from the exile to Christ. This structure signals order. It reminds the reader that God has been working through generations with deliberate pace. Every season had weight. Covenant with Abraham. Kingship with David. Refinement in exile. Now the line reaches its purpose. The Messiah has come.

Verse 18 begins the birth account. Mary is betrothed to Joseph. Before they come together, she is found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit. This is no ordinary conception. It is the work of God. The child she carries has no earthly father. Her womb becomes the dwelling place of the Holy One. This moment carries the full weight of prophecy, mystery, and fulfillment. The Word is becoming flesh.

Joseph enters the narrative with quiet strength. He is described as a just man. Faced with what looks like betrayal, he chooses mercy. Rather than expose Mary to shame or punishment, he resolves to end the engagement in private. His decision reveals character. He upholds righteousness without cruelty. This kind of man is chosen to raise the Son of God.

Before Joseph can act, God intervenes. An angel appears in a dream and calls him by name. “Joseph, son of David.” This greeting affirms his lineage. He carries the royal blood of David. The angel’s message is clear: do not fear. Take Mary as your wife. The child in her is from the Holy Spirit.

The angel continues. Mary will bear a son. Joseph must name Him Jesus. The name carries purpose. It means “Yahweh saves.” This child will save His people from their sins. The angel does not offer suggestion. He gives instruction. The name is chosen in heaven and delivered with authority. Jesus will not rise into greatness. He is born with it.

Matthew explains that this fulfills the prophecy spoken by Isaiah: a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. His name shall be Emmanuel, meaning “God with us.” This fulfillment is more than a match of events. It reveals identity. The child in Mary’s womb is God. He has come to dwell among His people.

Joseph wakes from sleep and obeys. He takes Mary as his wife and names the child Jesus. This act secures Jesus’ legal standing as Joseph’s son. It places Him firmly in the royal line. Joseph’s obedience matters. It anchors the birth of Christ in history, family, and promise. He does not hesitate or delay. He moves forward in faith.

These verses matter because they show divine purpose entering ordinary life. God chooses real people, in real situations, to carry His plan. Mary conceives by the Spirit. Joseph leads with quiet faith. Prophecy is fulfilled without spectacle. The Son of God begins His life in obscurity. Heaven moves, and the world barely notices.

In the larger biblical story, this moment carries the weight of centuries. The child announced here is the seed from Genesis, the blessing of Abraham, the throne of David, the suffering servant of Isaiah, the ruler from Bethlehem, the light promised to the nations. God is faithful to every word He has spoken. His timing is exact. His plan is alive.

These verses also reveal how God works. He moves through trust. He speaks through angels. He fulfills Scripture with precision. He brings salvation through a child. Every word holds meaning. Every action unfolds the will of the Father.

This section prepares the reader for the life of Christ. Before miracles, parables, or disciples, there is this: a virgin, a dream, a name, and a child. Heaven and earth meet in the womb of Mary. The name Jesus is spoken over Him. God is with us. Salvation has arrived.
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Verse-by-Verse Breakdown 
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1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

This verse closes the genealogy with a deliberate rhythm. Matthew structures the list into three sets of fourteen generations. These are not just numerical groupings. They carry theological weight. They speak to order, promise, judgment, and fulfillment. This verse connects centuries of covenant history into a single thread that leads to Christ.

The first set runs from Abraham to David. Abraham was the father of Israel. God called him from a pagan land and promised that through him all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:3). His faith was counted as righteousness. From him came Isaac, then Jacob, then the twelve tribes. This period was the rise of promise. It was God forming a people, giving them identity, law, and land. The end of this first set lands on David, Israel’s king after God’s own heart. The covenant given to Abraham becomes royal in David. God promises him a throne that will never end (2 Samuel 7:16). This set shows God as Promise-Maker.

The second set stretches from David to the exile. This covers the monarchy in its rise and collapse. Solomon builds the temple, but pride and idolatry enter the line. Division comes. The kingdom splits. Kings rule with compromise. Prophets call the people back, but rebellion hardens. Judgment falls. Babylon arrives. The city is conquered. The temple is burned. The people are carried away. This period shows the weight of sin and the holiness of God. The covenant is not broken, but it is tested. This set shows God as Righteous Judge.

The third set goes from exile to Christ. These names are mostly unknown. There are no more kings. No prophets walk the streets. No visions fill the temple. God seems silent, but He is still working. Generation by generation, the promise moves forward. The people return to the land. They rebuild. They wait. The line continues in obscurity, but it does not die. God remembers every name. The silence of man is not the absence of God. This set shows God as Covenant-Keeper.

Matthew’s choice of fourteen is intentional. In Hebrew, the name David (דוד) carries the numerical value of fourteen. D (4) + V (6) + D (4) = 14. By using this structure, Matthew ties the whole genealogy to David. He shows that Jesus is the Son of David, the rightful heir to the throne. The order also reflects God’s design. The history of Israel was not random. It was shaped, sustained, and brought to fulfillment by divine hand.

For the believer, this verse holds deep assurance. God works across generations. He does not forget. He does not rush. He fulfills every word. Even when history feels broken, God is ordering the steps. The line to Christ moved through promise, rebellion, silence, and restoration. Your life stands in that same kind of structure. God sees where you
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