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Epicurus' Paradox

And the One Truth Beyond Dogma

Epicurus' Paradox, also called the Problem of Evil, questions the logical coexistence of three classical attributes ascribed by man to a deity with the observed reality of suffering in the world. The argument is attributed to the Greek philosopher Epicurus of Samos (341–270 BC), a materialist and ethical hedonist.

One detail that is often forgotten is the fact that Epicurus conceived “the gods” as perfect and distant beings, without interference in the world, a position close to ancient deism.

The exact formulation we know does not come from Epicurus' fragments. It arrives through Lactantius (De Ira Dei, 3rd century AD) and was philosophically revived by David Hume¹ in the Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion 1779. This chain of transmission matters, because the argument that theism² faces today is partly a reconstruction, not a direct quotation.

"God wants to eliminate evil, but cannot? Then he is impotent. He can, but does not want to? Then he is malevolent. He can and wants to? Where, then, does evil come from? He cannot and does not want to? Why call him God?"

The paradox is structured around three attributes that classical theism simultaneously upholds:

	Omnipotence: God can do everything that is logically possible.

	Omniscience: God knows everything, including all suffering, past, present, and future.

	Omnibenevolence: God desires only good and wishes to eliminate evil.
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II. THE DIVERSITY OF PATHS AND THE UNITY OF THE POINT
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The world's major religions—Catholicism, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, and Shintoism—appear to external observers as divergent systems, each with its own dogmas, rituals, and narratives. However, when analyzing their structures, as a form of knowledge engineering​[1], a fundamental realization emerges: these traditions do not solve different equations, but offer distinct paths to reach a single truth.

As in Euclidean geometry, a single point does not define a single line, but rather infinite lines that can pass through it, each with a different direction. Similarly, the central point of existence—Ultimate Reality, Brahman, Tao, or simply "the Truth", is accessed through multiple lines of approach. Religious diversity reflects variations in the input coordinate and the approach vector, not divergences in the final destination.
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III. THE FUNDAMENTAL DISTINCTION: FAITH VERSUS RELIGION
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3.1 Operational Definitions

To proceed with analytical clarity, it is necessary to separate two concepts that have historically been merged:
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3.2 The Original Message from the Masters

The great spiritual masters, Jesus, Buddha, Muhammad, Krishna, among others, never taught that it was necessary to adhere to complex ritualistic doctrines to be good or to practice unconditional love. Their original messages focused on imitating their actions, not on bureaucratic submission.


  Jesus: When he said "I am the way," he was referring to the ethical standards of love and sacrifice to be followed, not the need to establish hierarchical churches. His most vehement criticism was against the Pharisees and scribes who prioritized ritualistic law over mercy ("The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath").
  Buddha: He taught that he was merely a guide and that each individual should "be their own island." He explicitly rejected the creation of a closed, dogmatic order.


  Muhammad: The Quran repeatedly states that "there is no compulsion in religion" and that salvation depends on intention (Niyyah) and action, not on tribal affiliation.



3.3 Institutional Construction as a Control Tool

Historical analysis confirms that religious institutions were founded by men with specific political and economic interests.


1.  Selected Coding: The biblical canon resulted from councils (such as Nicaea in 325 AD) where men decided which texts were "orthodox." Gnostic texts, which often contained more direct teachings about inner divinity, were excluded.
2.  Consolidated Hierarchy: The episcopal structure evolved to maintain order in expanding empires. The Pope as "Vice-God" is a later development (4th-8th centuries), not something directly taught by Jesus.


3.  Economic Model: Institutionalized religion
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