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Introduction


Do you dream of filling your home with bird song,
the mimicry of a phone ringing, or a parrot-accented “hello!”?
Whether you’re an experienced pet owner looking for a challenge or
a first timer, there’s a feathered friend for you!

Keeping a bird can be
simple and easy. One or two birds can be housed in a small but
comfortable cage if they are let out to fly regularly in a secure
room. A flock can be accommodated in an attractive backyard aviary.
Other start-up costs include bird food and lining (paper towel is
more absorbent and less messy than newspaper). Your feathered
friends need to exercise their feet as well as wings so most birds
will require a variety of perches made from wood, the best being
the tree branches. Birds require their water to be changed once or
twice a day and fresh foods will need to be cleared and toys will
be required for parrots. Moulted feathers, droppings and seed husks
will litter the cage daily. Be sure to clean the cage each day, and
use a mild detergent once a week on everything in the cage
including feeders, perches and toys. A bird’s beak also never stops
growing, so they will need cuttlebone to keep it trim.
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One of the biggest
deciding factors in selecting a bird should be noise. Consider how
much volume you can tolerate. Do you want a singer or a talker?
Also, think about your neighbour’s reaction. One of the noisiest
and most talkative birds is the African Grey. The Zebra and
Gouldian finch are good low-volume birds.

Noise aside, buying a bird
can be a serious business. Many birds are subject to permits and
restrictions, so check with your state government before making a
purchase. The cost of exotic birds can also leave many out of reach
for the average pet owner. The most expensive pet birds, for
example, are the The Yellow-naped Amazon Parrots. These beauties
usually sell for $18,000-$20,000. Regardless of cost, a bird’s
lengthy lifespan can make them a pet for life! The cockatoo and
galah are among the longest living birds and can reach up to 80
years in captivity (although 50-60 years is more common). On
average, most pet bird species live between 15-20 years (given
optimal conditions).

Coupled with the fact that
vet care is not usually required as routinely as dogs and cats,
birds are relatively cheap to keep on the health front. However, in
selecting your bird, being sure that your new pet is healthy can be
difficult because birds try to hide their illnesses! Giveaways of
poor health include droppings stuck to the anus, poor appetite, and
sitting still for long periods of time. Try to observe birds for as
long as possible before purchasing. A reputable breeder or store
should have at least a 24 hour return policy if the bird turns out
to be sick. Don’t be tempted to nurse a sick bird back to health –
this is heart wrenching, costly and often in done in vain. It is
also recommended for the sake of other pet birds, to quarantine the
new bird in a separate cage until the all clear can be given.
Quarantining is recommended to take up to 4-6 weeks, because birds
may have illnesses that remain dormant until a stressful occasion
occurs (such as moving to a new environment). Upon obtaining your
bird, find the details of the nearest avian vet. It is worth noting
that your local vet may or may not be equipped with urgent supplies
of medicine and equipment if your pet was ever ill. It is also
recommended to worm your pet in order to prevent them from
contracting round, tape and thread worms. Pet shops stock bird
worming products. It is easy to administer – just drop the
prescribed dose in the bird’s water container. Indoor birds should
routinely be wormed every six months and outdoor aviary birds every
three months.

Every bird owner should be
aware of how to safely house and care for their bird. This includes
being aware that avocado and rhubarb are toxic to birds and should
never be served. Anything with high fat and salt content should be
avoided as well, so no chocolate. Also, be mindful that the kitchen
is not always the safest place for your pet. Teflon poisoning
occurs when non-stick cookware is overheated. The heat causes a gas
emission that is harmless to humans and mammals but toxic to birds.
Placing your bird’s cage in a safe area is paramount to their
safety, so keep them away from drafts, and do not be kept in direct
sunlight either. Free-flying birds can also get into trouble with
ceiling fans, toilets, cats, dogs, ferrets and the list goes on. It
is the safest option to bird-proof one room and supervise
free-flying sessions.
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In selecting your pet, it
is also worth noting that most species of birds are highly social
animals so it is always best to buy two or more birds. With this in
mind, when choosing a pet be careful not to separate a bonded pair.
It’s easy to spot a bonded pair - they will stand very close
together and groom each other. The mental anguish of separation
could leave the bird vulnerable to stress and illness, so make sure
you buy the happy pair together.

Do you best to minimise a
bird’s anxiety about being placed in a new environment. Notice the
size of the cage the bird is housed in– is it coming from a similar
sized cage than the one you have or is it an aviary bird? Taking a
bird (even a young one) from an aviary to a small cage may feel
foreign and jail-like to your new friend, so either re-consider
your choice of cage, allow for plenty of free flight time or choose
a bird from a cage more similar in size. Keeping your new friend as
comfortable as possible is important – as a prey species, they are
already Nervous Nellies and your calm and sensitive manner will be
appreciated.

Whether you decide to
welcome a large, colourful Macaw or a humble yellow canary into
your home, you’ll quickly find there’s something about
birds!
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Budgerigar “Budgie”


The budgerigar (also known as a parakeet) is an
Australian parrot. It is one of the most popular pets in the world
and a great choice for a first time bird owner. Show or English
budgies tend to be slightly bigger but they all win hearts with
their childish, yet clever ways!

Size: 18cm.

Colours: As still seen in
most wild budgies, the original colour scheme is green with a
yellow face and black markings on the wings and head. Since budgies
have been kept in captivity many more colours have been selectively
bred – the most common being the sky blue with a white face.
Budgies come in various shades of blue, violet, grey, yellow and
white. On top of that, the wings can have markings in other colour
varieties such as cinnamon (brown), greywings and clearwings. Body
patterns include dominant (colour dominates the body) dominant pied
(half colour, half white), recessive pied (mostly white with some
colour and some black markings on the neck, back and head). There
are hundreds of combinations to choose from!

Gender Identities: Young
budgies of both genders and any colour variety will have a pink or
violet cere (colouring above the beak, where the nostrils are
found). Between six months - one year old, adult male budgies can
usually be identified by their royal blue cere. The adult female’s
cere will either be brown and flaky, tan or pale blue/white.
However, in some varieties such as recessive, albino and fallow the
cere remains pink or violet in both adult males and
females.

Diet: Although a high
quality budgie seed mix containing a variety of natural seeds and
whole grains, nutrivit, shell grit and white French millet is part
of the diet (as well as high quality pellets) budgies should not
live on seeds or pellets alone. At least a quarter of their food
should come from a variety of fresh fruit and vegetables. In the
wild, budgies eat grass seeds. Likewise, domestic budgies go crazy
for Australian wild grasses such as spinifex and tussock. Do not
feed avocado (or chocolate for that matter) – these are poisonous.
Lettuce is also not recommended due to its low nutritional value.
Introduce new foods to budgies slowly and have plenty of clean
water on hand.

Health: Like any bird,
budgies are susceptible to colds so avoid leaving your pet in
draughty areas. Overgrown beaks can also be a problem so ensure
cuttlebone is available. Fluffed feathers and laboured breathing
are the most common sign of illness so act quickly to take your
budgie to the vet. Given optimal conditions, most budgies live
between 5 -15 years.

Housing: The minimum cage
requirements are 60cm long, 45cm high and 30cm wide. Make sure your
budgie also spends time outside the cage flying in a safe room free
from open windows!

Companionship: Male
budgies generally enjoy each other’s company (unless they are
fighting over a female) and female budgies can be a bit snippy with
one another. A male and a female will usually get along well.
Budgies like the daily attention of their owners. In the cage is
sizeable enough, they do well with a cockatiel. In an aviary, they
can room with larger birds such as cockatoos, but they may be
intimidated by their size. They are a good choice for a household
with children.

Noise Level: All budgies
make a variety of noises from quiet chatting to noisy calls, to
“angry budgie” sounds. Male budgies tend to sing more than females,
and female tend to make more “angry budgie” sounds than males.
There are also plenty of times when you won’t hear a peep from a
budgie – especially during one of their frequent daytime naps,
eating or grooming.

Ability to Talk and Mimic:
Budgies have the potential to talk, mimic sounds. With talking, it
can take months for a budgie to learn a word so persist with short
5-10 minute lessons each day. Repeat the word you’d like your
budgie to learn. Budgies also learn how to talk by mimicking other
talking birds and some budgies will naturally mimic sounds that
interest them!

Tamability and
Playfulness: Hand-reared budgies will learn to be tame as chicks
and budgies that are around 8 weeks old also have potential to be
easily tamed. Start by getting your budgie used to you catching and
releasing them. Getting them to eat out of your hand will also
desensitise them to your “scary” hands and encourage them to perch



cover.jpg





tmp_af8a8fdd14cf08d022236ae526b27391_ttbYBq_html_m746e1fbd.jpg





tmp_af8a8fdd14cf08d022236ae526b27391_ttbYBq_html_f6224c4.jpg
et

*\\llllllm //////






tmp_af8a8fdd14cf08d022236ae526b27391_ttbYBq_html_3dd7f4ce.jpg





