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Dedicated to those who gave their lives for the United States
while serving in the First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 1862–1864




No one but a soldier knows what hard times are.
—EDWARD HENDRICK, 6TH WISCONSIN INFANTRY, 1862
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PREFACE

Change came frequently to the U.S. Army of the Potomac during the Civil War. Soldiers in the ranks likely expected further modifications with the arrival of the nation’s new general-in-chief, Ulysses S. Grant, in March 1864. After the losses sustained at the battle of Gettysburg the previous July, the army definitely needed to consolidate. Grant’s ascendancy guaranteed new attempts to destroy the Confederacy. Robert E. Lee’s weary Army of Northern Virginia remained a determined foe. Union leadership had to consider ways to make their principal Eastern army more efficient. This signaled the end of a superb infantry corps.

The First Corps, Army of the Potomac, originally formed in March 1862. Given different designations twice before Second Bull Run in August, the unit would become the First Corps again after Lee’s army invaded Maryland that September. Across blood-soaked fields, the First Corps was called on to spearhead assaults, or sacrifice itself to defend the small town of Gettysburg. This they did, and so much more.

The First Corps included great soldiers, but this book’s goal is not to suggest they were the best warriors the country has ever seen. There were incompetent officers in the corps, as well as cowards and those who lacked the desire to fight for their country. At least one of their number was executed for not just desertion, but treason. Evidence existed that he had fought for the Confederacy after running away from the Union army. Nonetheless, First Corps troops were first for the Union in important respects. They were the first infantry to engage at Antietam and Gettysburg, two pivotal battles not just of the country’s bloodiest war, but also the history of the world. Men in the First Corps earned a glorious record through tremendous loss. When disbandment came in March 1864, the First Corps included the Union regiment suffering the highest percentage loss at Antietam, the war’s bloodiest day, and the regiments ranking first and second in total casualties at Gettysburg, the war’s costliest battle.

Maj. Gen. John Newton, the last commander of the First Corps, felt sorrow when orders were issued to end such a hallowed organizational identity. Newton, who assumed command at Gettysburg, honored his men with these words on March 25, 1864.


Identified by its services with the history of the war, the First Corps gave at Gettysburg a crowning proof of valor and endurance, in saving from the grasp of the enemy the strong position upon which the battle was fought. The terrible losses suffered by the corps in that conflict attest its supreme devotion to the country. Though the corps has lost its distinctive name by the present changes, history will not be silent upon the magnitude of its services.1
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After orders disbanding the First Corps were issued, Maj. Gen. John Newton thanked his command for their dedicated soldiering. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The First Corps has not been forgotten, but Newton’s prediction remains unfulfilled. In Ken Burns’s Civil War, the opening day’s fight at Gettysburg, where the First Corps suffered 6,000 casualties, was mislabeled a “skirmish.” And an award-winning historian suggests the losses on that day, July 1, 1863, “pale” in comparison to the other two days at Gettysburg, a blatantly unjust and factually untrue statement.2 When revered historians offer such unsupportable opinions, history has been more silent than the patriotism and sacrifice of the First Corps warranted.

This book, the first concentrating solely on the First Corps, will likely stir up some controversy. John Reynolds, martyr for the Union at Gettysburg, will be shown as an overrated general. These pages reinterpret other events in ways that could leave some students of the war wondering if my analysis has plunged off the deep end. Although historical fact remains constant, historians must continually stoke the coals of the past, especially when the topic is as fundamental as the Civil War.

Components of Union armies were constantly in flux because of casualties and leadership changes. Histories of Civil War infantry corps are rare because detailing these organizational changes can make for difficult researching, writing, and reading. This point was made well in a modern history of the Army of the Potomac’s Second Corps.3

After an overview of how infantry corps originated, this book’s introduction will overview the tumultuous initial months of the First Corps. A primary factor in the early history of the corps was the series of disputes between Gen. George McClellan and the Lincoln Administration during the spring and summer of 1862. The bulk of this book then covers eleven months from September 1862 through July 1863, a period in which 14,000 First Corps soldiers were killed, wounded, captured, or missing. The conclusion surveys the time of relative tranquility after Gettysburg, including the fate of several soldiers. With so much heroism and sorrow, I hope readers earn greater appreciation of the First Corps’ vital part in preserving the United States as one nation.






INTRODUCTION: MARCH–AUGUST 1862

CONTENTIOUS BEGINNINGS

A Civil War infantryman’s identity was tied primarily to his regiment, the 88th Pennsylvania, for example. A regiment, with about 1,000 men when first organized (one hundred men in each of ten companies), was the basic unit of army organization. Several regiments were linked to form a brigade, ideally commanded by a brigadier general. Infantry divisions included multiple brigades.

A corps was generally the largest infantry unit below an army. Civil War infantry corps, when first created, would include two or more divisions. There was no absolute rule on how many regiments made a brigade, or how many divisions constituted a corps.

An infantry corps was designed to organize and control a large group of men under the head of one senior general. With infantry, cavalry, and artillery together as an independent mini-army, a corps had capabilities to attack and defend as an isolated actor until supporting elements arrived.1 Napoleon Bonaparte gave infantry corps their first major trial during his wars across Europe. The French tyrant must have been on to something, because corps remain central to the world’s armies. The United States would field forty-three infantry corps over the course of the Civil War.2

The Army of the Potomac, led since late July 1861 by Maj. Gen. George McClellan, was the Union’s principal field army in the war’s Eastern Theater. After major disasters at First Bull Run and Ball’s Bluff, President Abraham Lincoln’s primary land force started 1862 without great confidence. McClellan did not favor a quick strike at the Confederacy. He spent much time planning, rather than fighting, into the early spring.

McClellan held immense pride in the Army of the Potomac. He also had unrestrained confidence in his own abilities. Not yet thirty-five years old when he became the nation’s senior officer, McClellan acted as if he had earned the job through divine right. Distrustful of several officers sometimes decades his senior, McClellan generally possessed the admiration of his soldiers. They felt McClellan knew best how to marshal the army and defeat secession. Nicknamed “Little Mac” or “Young Napoleon,” McClellan possessed brilliance and charisma deserving respect. Yet, he, like other high-ranking officers, lacked much experience leading men in battle. McClellan’s personal confidence had not been gained through his own extensive service in the field.

McClellan rejected notions that unschooled civilians could teach him how to wield the army.3 Suspicion of anyone controlling his choices can be gleaned in a letter to Simon Cameron, Lincoln’s first secretary of war. This letter outlined McClellan’s view that he must make all decisions related to army matters. “In organizing the Army of the Potomac,” McClellan wrote, “I have selected General and Staff Officers with distinct reference to their fitness for the important duties that may devolve upon them.” The general suggested elected leadership might “fatally impair” the Union cause if changes were made to the army without McClellan’s consent.4 Presidents should not lightly discard a commanding general’s views on army organization and selection of officers for promotion. Nonetheless, McClellan’s demand for control went too far, especially when considering the limited field experience of all of the players.

McClellan might have earned more faith if he had the pluck of Ulysses S. Grant and others in the West who had achieved measurable success by early 1862. Bold commanders elected to move sooner than orders from Washington required; a general advance of all armies was to begin on February 22. By then, Nashville, Tennessee, was near capture after Grant’s victories at Forts Henry and Donelson. Meanwhile, “Young Napoleon” claimed his large army was unprepared to move against Confederate forces in Virginia.5

Until March, the division was the largest component in the U.S. Army. McClellan was content to wait to establish corps. He justified the delay because he wanted commanders of such large units to learn from the rigors of field service while excelling at the burdens of division command. In his memoirs, McClellan noted the preference “to postpone the formation of army corps until service in the field had indicated what general officers were best fitted to exercise those important commands.” McClellan was not wrong to prefer letting time and experience demonstrate the best candidates for corps leadership. “The mistakes of an incompetent division commander may be rectified, but those of a corps commander are likely to be fatal,” he suggested.6 However, if men who had been soldiers when McClellan was born were incapable of serving as corps commanders, why was McClellan entitled to blind faith from the government as the leader of all armies?

President Lincoln differed with McClellan on when corps should be organized, leading to great controversy. On March 8 Lincoln issued President’s General War Orders 2 and 3. The directives created four infantry corps in the Army of the Potomac, while prohibiting McClellan from moving before all four corps commanders believed Washington had sufficient troops to be “entirely secure.” Some historians have suggested Lincoln made a mistake. They do not argue against corps organization. Rather, they oppose how McClellan was forced into a specific arrangement while deprived of an opportunity to give advice to the president.7 Some advantage could have been gained in consulting with McClellan before Lincoln issued the orders. Yet, McClellan mistakenly acted as if he was the ultimate boss.

Lincoln did not bear ill will toward the Army of the Potomac’s commander, but an army cannot sit as McClellan’s did for several months without the president wondering about his general’s intentions. Even some Union officers supportive of McClellan understood how an army cannot be idle indefinitely. George Meade, a brigade commander in the First Corps at the time of its birth, respected McClellan. Nonetheless, Meade said, “something must be done. This condition of quiescence, with such enormous expenses, is ruining the country, and, one way or the other, the attempt will have to be made to come to a conclusion.”8

With lethargy and mistrust prevailing, misfortune for the First Corps began on the day it was conceived. General War Order Number 2 placed Irvin McDowell at the head of the First Corps. McClellan believed McDowell, commander of the army at First Bull Run, had urged corps formation on Lincoln and Stanton.9 McClellan’s hatred of McDowell grew when the First Corps commander opposed McClellan’s first plan to strike at Richmond after a move to Urbanna on the Rappahannock River.10 McDowell’s doubts were a slight McClellan could not forget. The original leader of the First Corps was held in contempt by the army’s commander, and McClellan could bear grudges with impunity.

While the bureaucracy was arguing with itself, Confederates vacated their defenses around Manassas. When McClellan’s soldiers advanced to examine the position, they found “Quaker guns,” logs painted to look like cannon. The deceptive wood was in place to give pause to any Union attack. Rufus Dawes of the 6th Wisconsin, who will play a prominent role in the forthcoming pages, noted how men had prepared for battle by writing wills and farewell letters. Pondering the fake cannons, Dawes concluded, “So much for wooden guns.”11

The flight of Confederates from Manassas prompted a change in the starting point for the army’s campaign against Richmond. McClellan would take his men much farther south of Urbanna, using the peninsula between the York and James Rivers after landing the army at Fort Monroe. A directive specifically related to the First Corps would have a major impact on the general’s view of the Lincoln Administration. The reborn First Corps would henceforth garner the disrespect and perhaps even the hatred of the army’s leader.

The problem resulted from the administration’s fear for the safety of Washington, even after the Confederate retreat from Manassas. McClellan believed all four of the new corps would be shipped to the Peninsula, but the Lincoln Administration retained the First Corps in an effort to bolster Washington’s defenses. McClellan complained bitterly in a letter to his wife, Nelly, calling the withholding of the First Corps, “the most infamous thing that history has recorded.”12

Keeping the First Corps near Washington seemed less like an act of military necessity than a psychological concern for the safety of the capital. No mass of Confederate troops was poised to strike Washington in the spring of 1862. Even so, McClellan likely would have made poor use of the First Corps on the Peninsula. Rather than strike quickly for Richmond, he entrenched around Yorktown, then waited. Siege preparations began before McClellan was informed of the decision to withhold the First Corps, and the men would not have arrived to augment the army for more than a week.13

The Army of the Potomac would spend a frustrating and deadly series of weeks on the Peninsula east of the Confederate capital. Despite all the carnage, the grand scheme to take Richmond from the east failed. During a series of bloody engagements known as the Seven Days, McClellan led the Army of the Potomac away from Richmond. With disease, battle, and retreat severely sapping the army’s numbers into August, the men would return north via boats. Other federal units, including remnants of the original First Corps, were in dire need of assistance. Robert E. Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia were about to meet Gen. John Pope and the Union’s new Army of Virginia in what would become the Battle of Second Bull Run.14

Leaders in Washington viewed assistance from McClellan’s army as vital to the Army of Virginia’s survival. Unfortunately, McClellan dithered. Even Ethan Rafuse, a historian who wrote an excellent defense of McClellan’s generalship, agrees McClellan failed to assist Pope as quickly as necessary. With only a small part of McClellan’s army on hand, Pope suffered a bitter defeat at Second Bull Run.15

One precious commodity the defeated Northern soldiers would not find was extensive rest. Lee used his victory at Second Bull Run to begin a new campaign north of the Potomac. Reluctantly, Lincoln called on McClellan to rally the Union’s troops in the East once again. Regardless of the president’s doubts about McClellan’s willingness to assist Pope or engage the Confederates, Lincoln correctly knew the soldiers would find renewed purpose under McClellan.

While McClellan sorted through the chaos around Washington, Lee’s army moved into Maryland. As September continued, the First Corps, reborn for the looming ordeal, would be called on to assist in pushing back the Confederate invasion. Out of the difficulties of their first few months, the men of the First Corps had a bloody rendezvous with destiny.

OVERVIEW OF ORIGINAL REGIMENTS AND LEADERS

While debate about corps organization and control over military strategy swirled around them into the summer of 1862, the men of the First Corps had been soldiers for several months. With fervent patriotism, those in the original First Corps had joined regiments from across the North.

The original organization of the infantry units in the First Corps is shown in Table Intro.1. While McClellan’s army was on the Peninsula, the First Corps received two temporary designations. In April, the corps formed most of the new Department of the Rappahannock. Later, McDowell and his men became the Third Corps in Pope’s Army of Virginia.

William Franklin’s brief tenure with the First Corps was his command of the First Division. He would never live up to the reputation he gained at West Point, where he graduated first in the Class of 1843. Even when Franklin rose to command a corps, and then the Left Grand Division (two corps) at Fredericksburg, his cautious Civil War actions exhibited poor leadership very costly to the army.16

Franklin’s Division included regiments attached to the First Corps for a short time; the division would go to the Peninsula later in the spring, then become part of the Sixth Corps under Franklin. Nonetheless, the original First Corps could boast of including Gen. Philip Kearny, the esteemed leader of a New Jersey brigade. He would be killed in action at Chantilly, Virginia, at the end of the Second Bull Run campaign. Another original First Division officer, John Newton, started his career with the corps leading the Third Brigade of the First Division.




Table Intro.1: The Original First Corps, March 1862


	Corps Commander—Maj. Gen. Irvin McDowell



	1st Division
Brig. Gen. William Franklin
	2nd Division
Brig. Gen. George McCall
	3rd Division
Brig. Gen. Rufus King





	1st Brigade
Brig. Gen. Philip Kearny
1st New Jersey
2nd New Jersey
3rd New Jersey
4th New Jersey
	1st Brigade
Brig. Gen. John Reynolds
1st Pennsylvania
Reserves
2nd Pennsylvania
Reserves
5th Pennsylvania
Reserves
8th Pennsylvania
Reserves
	1st Brigade
Brig. Gen. Christopher
Augur
 22nd New York
24th New York
30th New York
14th Brooklyn



	2nd Brigade
Brig. Gen. Henry Slocum
16th New York
27th New York
5th Maine
96th Pennsylvania
	2nd Brigade
Brig. Gen. George Meade
3rd Pennsylvania
Reserves
4th Pennsylvania
Reserves
7th Pennsylvania
Reserves
11th Pennsylvania
Reserves
	2nd Brigade
Brig. Gen. James Wadsworth
 21st New York
23rd New York
35th New York
80th New York



	3rd Brigade
Brig. Gen. John Newton
18th New York
31st New York
32nd New York
95th Pennsylvania
	3rd Brigade
Brig. Gen. Edward Ord
6th Pennsylvania
Reserves
9th Pennsylvania
Reserves
10th Pennsylvania
Reserves
12th Pennsylvania
Reserves
13th Pennsylvania
Reserves
	3rd Brigade
Col. Lysander Cutler
2nd Wisconsin
6th Wisconsin
7th Wisconsin
19th Indiana





Source: Official Records, Vol. 5, I, 21.

In June 1862, the bulk of the Second Division was detached from McDowell to join McClellan on the Peninsula. The unit, known as the Pennsylvania Reserves, would earn one of the best reputations of any division during the war. Recruited from across the Keystone State, the division was known as “Reserves” thanks to the patriotic ardor sweeping Pennsylvania after the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861. Nationwide, President Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers. Thousands of Pennsylvanians came forward in excess of the state’s quota. By mid-May, the state organized many of these surplus volunteers into thirteen infantry regiments that could enter state or federal service depending on the needs of a given moment.

John Reynolds led the First Brigade of the Reserves. After graduating in the middle of the 1841 West Point class, Reynolds served in the war with Mexico and in various locations prior to the Civil War. Shortly after Lincoln’s election, Reynolds expressed hope for moderation from both North and South to ensure a peaceful resolution of sectional animosity.17 Reynolds was a warrior who preferred not to shed the blood of his countrymen.

Reynolds was commandant of cadets at West Point when the Civil War started. He became a prisoner on the Peninsula, then was exchanged in time to return to the army at Second Bull Run. As McClellan took the reorganized Army of the Potomac into Maryland, Reynolds would lead the entire division of Pennsylvania Reserves, who would once again be part of the First Corps.18

George Meade headed the Second Brigade of the Reserves. Born to American parents in Spain, Meade was a career army officer, graduating near the top third in the West Point Class of 1835.19 A steady commander and stern disciplinarian, Meade, who would lead the Army of the Potomac from Gettysburg onward, was the kind of general armies need, even if men in the ranks might sometimes lament Meade’s brusque demeanor.

Details on the origins of some Reserve units provide examples of how regiments, the backbone of Civil War armies, were formed. An enlistee was recruited into a company, which assembled in camps with large numbers of other men who signed up during the federal government’s call for volunteers. North of Philadelphia, in the town of Easton, companies were grouped into what would become the Second, Third, and Fourth Reserves.

In addition to drill and receiving necessary supplies and equipment, the proud new soldiers in Easton were visited by generals and Governor Andrew Curtin. As the military situation in Virginia was beginning to heat up in July, the Fourth, and then the Third Reserves were ordered to Harrisburg, the state capital. Last to depart, the Second Reserves shipped out of Easton on the 24th, three days after the Union defeat at First Bull Run.20

Rufus King, not fated for extended war service due to poor health, headed the original Third Division of the First Corps. A native of New York City, King graduated fourth out of forty-three cadets in the West Point Class of 1833. He had a diverse career after leaving the army three years later. Early in his administration, Lincoln appointed King to a diplomatic post in the Papal States. He resigned in August 1861 as the Civil War began in earnest.21

Gen. James Wadsworth led King’s Second Brigade. A man of immense wealth and compassion, Wadsworth made up for his lack of military training through an intense devotion to the welfare of his men. His first period of service to the corps would be brief, because Wadsworth became military governor of Washington in early 1862. He would be central to Lincoln’s decision to retain the First Corps near the capital in early April. Later in the year, the self-taught general lost the governor’s race in his home state of New York.22

The Third Division’s Third Brigade included four regiments King helped organize. Temporarily commanded by Lysander Cutler, the first colonel of one of the brigade’s regiments, the hardy men would be the only all-Western (one would say “all-Midwestern” today) brigade in the Army of the Potomac. The 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin, and the 19th Indiana were destined for some of the hottest spots of the war. Before being known as the Iron Brigade, the Westerners were often referred to as the Black Hats.

Brawner Farm gave the brigade their first major taste of combat. The engagement, which opened the fighting at Second Bull Run on August 28, 1862, was quite a baptism by fire. In a battle with a limited number of men involved, Brawner Farm had devastating consequences, with more than one in three men engaged listed as a casualty.23

The First Corps, which would end up sacrificing so much, undoubtedly offered “some exceptionally good material,” as the war’s most famous casualty counter wrote.24 A letter one member of the 7th Pennsylvania Reserves penned more than thirty years after his regiment was created provides an example of the intense devotion to country men could exemplify. Before the war, Griffen Lewis Baldwin, a sergeant in Company K, remembered proudly casting votes, including a presidential ballot for Abraham Lincoln in 1860.

Knowing how Lincoln’s election led to the war in which he fought, Baldwin connected the North’s determination to resist Southern domination of the national government to something much greater than the preservation of the United States.


How sincerely I believe the hosts of Israel never fought the battles of the Lord, nor a cause more sacred than did we. How thankful I am that, when that great struggle for free government came, I was a young man in full vigor, and that, unselfishly, I went to do my little best for the cause of humanity.25



To gain independence, the Confederacy had to defeat Griffen Baldwin and hundreds of thousands more like him in the First Corps and all other units of the U.S. Army. Perhaps that was the ultimate reason why the Rebel cause met doom.




PART ONE

Defending Maryland

SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 1862


Death the Reaper must have mowed them down in swaths.

—CAPT. GEORGE NOYES OF GENERAL DOUBLEDAY’S STAFF



REST AMID MAJOR CHANGE

Historians would have a difficult time overstating the sense of panic gripping Washington, DC, after the Confederate victory against John Pope’s Army of Virginia at Second Bull Run. The feeling of despondency did not improve on August 31 when Pope informed Henry Halleck, the U.S. Army’s general-in-chief, “I should like to know whether you feel secure about Washington should this army be destroyed.” Fear was so rampant, President Lincoln ordered all government employees in the city armed and organized to defend the capital. To the west, retreating as part of Pope’s defeated army, Robert Taggart, 9th Pennsylvania Reserves, captured the anguish gripping soldiers in blue, “The battle of yesterday was to us a disaster without a doubt.”1

On paper, the First Corps would not be reborn until soldiers in the command had already taken many steps in Maryland on the hunt for Lee’s army. The men were still officially designated as the Third Corps, Army of Virginia until September 12. The movement of the corps toward intense fighting in Maryland is vital to understanding how a defeated group of men quickly gelled into the solid fighting force that would inflict massive casualties on the Confederates.

Per General Orders Number 12, issued on September 2, the Third Corps, Army of Virginia, marched on several roads to destinations closer to Washington than corps headquarters at Fairfax Court House. Then, as Lee moved north to Maryland and away from Washington’s fortifications, the defeated Union troops settled in for a few days of rest, sorely needed after a summer of intense marching and fighting.2

Some rallying remnants of the once and future First Corps found their way to Upton’s Hill, Virginia, slightly more than 5 miles west of the White House in Washington. George McClellan, given command of the defenses around the national capital, arrived at Upton’s Hill on September 2, where he wrote Halleck. He noted the arrival of men from the divisions of King and Ricketts. McClellan basked in the strong support the fighting men gave him after they were informed of being free from the yoke of Pope’s incompetent leadership. McClellan knew—thanks to a note from his best friend in the army, Gen. Fitz John Porter—of Lee’s apparent intention not to attack Washington. Lee’s forces had yet to head to Maryland as a body, but signs portended a new campaign.3

The suffering soldiers used days of relative calm to recuperate from the immense trials earlier in the summer. The Second Bull Run debacle would try the fortitude of the most stalwart patriot. Along a portion of the corps’ encampment on September 3, Archibald Penny, 9th New York State Militia (also known as the 83rd New York), wrote his mother, “I have not had a night’s rest for 17 days.”4

Uberto Burnham, in the 76th New York, Doubleday’s Brigade, also understood the difficulties war created. In a September 6 letter from Upton’s Hill, he recapped the trying summer. His brother was unhurt, and, “We hope to live to see you all again,” Burnham wrote. “Things look rather dark now but I trust that the black clouds will soon go away and leave the future bright and clear,” he continued. In his immediate future, Burnham merely hoped for bare necessities, “A little soap and water and a little rest will make us all right again.”5

Basic human needs occupied the mind of another New York soldier. In a letter to a family member, he wrote, “You ought to see me now, you’d swear I was no relation of yours.” Listing the dreadful state of his belongings, the writer mentioned “an apology for a coat” and “two very dirty shirts” along with other garments in abysmal condition. He had no other personal effects, because, like hundreds of other men, the soldier lost his knapsack during Second Bull Run.

The determined man continued with a plea for the family not to worry. “I’m happy as a king,” the proud soldier informed them, adding, “Supplies are on the way to us. I intend to do my duty, and if I fall it’s all right, but I’d like to see the end of it.”
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After a second failure near Bull Run in Virginia, Irvin McDowell, original commander of the First Corps, departed active service at his own request in September 1862. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The letter concluded with an example of the difficulty soldiers had in finding sufficient food, especially when on the march. Mentioning a comrade, the writer added, “he is now washing out his tin cup; says he had a grand stew for dinner—crackers and water.”6

Transformation of the army occurred quite rapidly in early September. A key development was the end of Irvin McDowell as corps commander. McDowell’s removal from the First Corps was at his own request, as was the convening of a court of inquiry to examine his conduct during Second Bull Run. Although he escaped without censure from the subsequent review of his conduct, McDowell never again held a field command.7

Another sign of late summer transition was Special Orders 223, issued on September 5. The order consolidated the Army of Virginia and the Army of the Potomac. McClellan celebrated the news, calling the end of both Pope’s command and McDowell’s leadership of the First Corps cases of “retributive justice.” Clearly, McClellan was on track to command the army that would take the field to counter the Confederate invasion.8

In another part of Special Orders 223, Joseph Hooker was slated to become Fifth Corps commander. This order was issued after McClellan began moving elements of the army across its namesake river in response to Lee’s northern thrust. For the moment, the men of the once and future First Corps of McClellan’s army remained in Virginia.
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Joseph Hooker earned corps command after strong leadership earlier in the war. He took the reborn First Corps into Maryland on the evening of September 6, 1862. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Halleck did not want the shifts in corps leadership to slow the movement of troops. On September 6, he wrote McClellan, “You need not wait for the change of commanders, but move McDowell’s corps at once.” Halleck also informed McClellan of Hooker’s elevation to the command of the Fifth Corps, with Jesse Reno assigned to McDowell’s former command.

McClellan expressed concern that Reno would be taken from the Ninth Corps, which was already heading toward Maryland. He replied, “I would urgently recommend that Hooker be assigned to McDowell’s corps. The Secretary [Secretary of War Edwin Stanton] told me he would cheerfully agree to anything of this kind that met your approval.” With the consent of his superiors, McClellan made Hooker the commander of the rebuilding First Corps.9

Joseph Hooker, a Massachusetts native and grandson of a Revolutionary War officer, graduated in the middle of the 1837 West Point class. He earned accolades in the early part of his army career, including meritorious service in Mexico. After heading to California, Hooker resigned from the army in 1853. The years on the West Coast were simply not rewarding for the ambitious man. The war brought Hooker back east, and he quickly gained prominence as an aggressive general officer.10

Although there was a basic level of respect between Hooker and McClellan, the two men were not close. McClellan, distrustful and downright disrespectful of many generals not in his inner circle, knew what was good for the army in this case. No one could doubt Hooker’s strong offensive mindset, and he certainly knew how to lead men in battle.11



Table 1.1: The Reborn First Corps, in the Early Phase of the Maryland Campaign, September 1862


	Corps Commander—Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker



	1st Division
Brig. Gen. Rufus King
	2nd Division
Brig. Gen. James Ricketts
	3rd Division
Brig. Gen. John Reynolds





	1st Brigade
Col. Walter Phelps Jr.
22nd New York
24th New York
30th New York
14th Brooklyn
2nd USSS
	1st Brigade
Brig. Gen. Abram Duryée
97th New York
104th New York
105th New York
107th Pennsylvania
	1st Brigade
Brig. Gen. Truman Seymour
1st Pennsylvania Reserves
2nd Pennsylvania
Reserves
5th Pennsylvania Reserves
6th Pennsylvania Reserves
13th Pennsylvania
Reserves



	2nd Brigade
Brig. Gen. Abner
Doubleday
 7th Indiana
76th New York
95th New York
56th Pennsylvania
	2nd Brigade
Col. William Christian
26th New York
94th New York
88th Pennsylvania
90th Pennsylvania
	2nd Brigade
Brig. Gen. George Meade
3rd Pennsylvania Reserves
4th Pennsylvania Reserves
7th Pennsylvania Reserves
8th Pennsylvania Reserves



	3rd Brigade
Gen. Marsena Patrick
21st New York
23rd New York
35th New York
80th New York
	3rd Brigade
Brig. Gen. George Hartsuff
12th Massachusetts
13th Massachusetts
83rd New York
11th Pennsylvania
16th Maine
	3rd Brigade
Col. Thomas Gallagher
9th Pennsylvania Reserves
10th Pennsylvania
Reserves
11th Pennsylvania
Reserves
12th Pennsylvania
Reserves



	4th Brigade
Brig. Gen. John Gibbon
2nd Wisconsin
6th Wisconsin
7th Wisconsin
19th Indiana
	2nd Division Artillery
Battery F, 1st Pennsylvania Light
Battery C, 1st Pennsylvania
	3rd Division Artillery
Batteries A and B, 1st
Pennsylvania Light
Battery C, 5th U.S.



	1st Division Artillery
1st New Hampshire Battery
Battery D, 1st Rhode Island Light
Battery L, 1st New York Light
Battery B, 4th U.S.
	
	





Source: Official Records, Vol. 19, I, 170–72.

REBIRTH ON THE MARCH

Thanks to the devotion to the cause held by the rallying soldiers on the Virginia side of the Potomac, the First Corps—for the first time—was about to become central to the military fortunes of the Union. The reborn unit was dramatically different from the initial organization six months before. Several regiments were added and subtracted. Additionally, men returning to the First Corps were often under new leadership when the chase of the Confederate army began. Table 1.1 displays the organization of the corps near the beginning of the Antietam campaign.

Rufus King was the only one of the original First Corps division commanders with the same role at the start of September 1862. King’s men were now the First Division, rather than the Third. The division commander would not fill his position for long. Plagued by seizures, King would give up his command on September 14. Health issues did not terminate his military service, but King’s assignment to the First Corps was over.12

John Hatch took command of King’s Division. He had served in the role in an acting capacity in the Second Bull Run campaign during King’s previous spells of ill health. Hatch graduated from West Point at a fateful time, immediately before the Mexican-American War. He won multiple brevet promotions, served in a variety of posts across Oregon, California, Kansas, and New Mexico, then rose to the permanent rank of captain shortly before the start of the Civil War. He was a commander of cavalry during Second Bull Run, but conflict with Pope led to a demotion. He would be wounded on August 30.13

Still in the division, Hatch’s former brigade was given to Col. Walter Phelps, who was not yet thirty years old. Phelps started the war as colonel of the 22nd New York, one of the regiments originally under Hatch. Other regiments in the brigade included the same New York units from the original First Corps outfit, with the addition of the 2nd United States Sharpshooters (USSS). Eight companies constituted the unit. The first three came from Minnesota, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. The remaining five companies hailed from northern New England: one from Maine, and two each from New Hampshire and Vermont. To become a sharpshooter, a soldier was required to place ten consecutive shots no more than 5 inches from the center of a bull’s-eye—from a distance of 600 feet.14

[image: chpt_fig_003]

A competent and respected officer, John Hatch led the First Division of the First Corps at the start of the Antietam campaign. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The sharpshooters were armed with the Sharps Rifle. The outstanding weapon had a great reputation, due to loading at the breech rather than down the muzzle, which gave a soldier a rapid rate of fire. Vermonter Curtis Abbott noted the sharpshooters were promised a unique role in the army. He explained how he and his comrades worked in “a special line of service with many immunities from the drudgery of the infantry soldier.” He accurately deemed the Sharps Rifle as “exceeding any firearm then in use.”15

The Maine men of the 2nd USSS, who would form Company D, were sought after by Hiram Berdan, the organizer of the army’s two sharpshooter regiments. At the end of August 1861, Berdan wrote Governor Israel Washburn about his interest in having some of Maine’s boys join the ranks. Three weeks later, Washburn received another letter from one of Berdan’s officers at Weehawken, New Jersey, the training camp for the unit. The governor was informed Berdan “shall be greatly obliged to you if you will expedite the organization of your company.” The officer concluded, “A post of honor awaits them.”

Meeting Berdan’s strict marksmanship test proved difficult, even in a state like Maine, which included many men familiar with rifles. Washburn received a letter later in September from one officer who did not yet have a single recruit. Jacob McClure, a future commander of Company D, had more luck. By the second half of October, he reported twenty enlistees. McClure predicted his men would be “a better company than ever left New England.”16 On November 13, the Maine marksmen departed the state to join Berdan.

The eight companies of sharpshooters became part of the First Corps a few weeks after McDowell’s command was first organized in March 1862. During the campaign in Maryland, Col. Henry Post, a New Yorker, commanded the excellent soldiers.

Brig. Gen. Abner Doubleday led the Second Brigade in King’s Division. The native of New York seemed destined for life as a soldier, with several of his ancestors having served in the American Revolution, while his father was a veteran of the War of 1812. Doubleday graduated slightly higher than the middle rank of West Point’s Class of 1842. His service included assignment at Fort Sumter in South Carolina during the bombardment starting the Civil War.17

The gruff Marsena Patrick led four New York regiments in the division’s Third Brigade. Patrick graduated forty-eighth out of fifty-six in the same West Point class as George Meade. He fought in Florida and Mexico in his early career. Resigning from the army in 1850, Patrick worked in railroads and as a farmer, becoming president of the New York State Agriculture College in 1859.

One soldier suggested Patrick was “a brave stern old warrior, who like Stonewall Jackson, could either fight or pray as occasion required.” The brigade commander often disrespected other officers, and he was a difficult man to like. Seeing such a strong disciplinarian, McClellan would make Patrick the army’s provost marshal in early October. Thus, his stint with the First Corps was brief.18

At the rebirth of the First Corps, the Iron Brigade found itself as the Fourth Brigade in King’s Division. Brig. Gen. John Gibbon received command of the Western men earlier in the summer. A Pennsylvania native raised in North Carolina, Gibbon had three brothers and other family members in the Confederate army. The author of an artillery tactics manual, Gibbon commanded Battery B, Fourth U.S. Artillery, when the war began. Although the professional soldier had a difficult time winning the respect of the independent Western volunteers, Gibbon was a capable officer.19

A brave warrior commanded Hooker’s Second Division. Brig. Gen. James Ricketts, born in New York City, a nephew-in-law of former U.S. president Franklin Pierce, stood in the middle of the West Point Class of 1839. With years as a competent soldier behind him, Ricketts was seriously injured while commanding a battery at First Bull Run, where he was also taken prisoner. As a division commander under McDowell, Ricketts performed important service during the summer of 1862.20

History offers some strange connections between people and events. A New York mahogany merchant rising to general and leading men in battle is one of those unexpected developments. Abram Duryée may not have had the profession expected of a soldier, but he certainly played the part well. Starting his military career in the state militia, by 1849 Duryée was a lieutenant colonel in New York’s service, where he “evinced much industry, and great military and executive ability.”21 Duryée’s First Brigade in Ricketts’s Division included the 97th, 104th, and 105th New York and 107th Pennsylvania.
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A photo of the 26th New York infantry early in the war. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The Second Bull Run campaign was deeply injurious to Union fortunes. One group of soldiers, who would be the Second Brigade, Second Division of the reorganized First Corps, especially suffered due to the loss of a great leader. Brig. Gen. Zealous Tower sustained a serious wound while leading his men in the desperate fight on the afternoon of August 30. The brigade included a duo of regiments from two states: the 26th and 94th New York, along with the 88th and 90th Pennsylvania. Col. William Christian, the brigade’s new leader, was the first colonel of the 26th, which organized in Elmira for two years of service. The brigade suffered heavily at Second Bull Run.22

The men in the brigade of Brig. Gen. George Hartsuff also endured heavy action in August. Hartsuff graduated from West Point in 1852. After a short time in Texas, he served against Seminoles in Florida, where he suffered multiple wounds. Shortly before the war, he survived a steamer wreck on Lake Michigan, valiantly ensuring passengers found lifeboats.23

Hartsuff’s regiments were as tough as their leader. Four states were represented by the five units: the 16th Maine, the 12th and 13th Massachusetts, 9th New York State Militia (83rd New York), and 11th Pennsylvania.

Hartsuff’s Pennsylvanians were the longest-tenured regiment from the state during the war. Initially a three-month unit, the 11th Pennsylvania trained at Camp Curtin in Harrisburg in the spring of 1861. After some action over the summer, the regiment reenlisted for three years back at Camp Curtin. Richard “Fighting Dick” Coulter served as a senior officer in the regiment throughout the war.24

Rejoining McDowell’s command after returning from the Peninsula, the Pennsylvania Reserves became the Third Division of the reborn First Corps. The Keystone Staters were smarting from their summer of extensive action. Reynolds took over the command, which had suffered 3,000 casualties on the Peninsula. Many Reserves were captured in action during those dark days.

Even after their travails, the Pennsylvania Reserves had plenty of fight left. Confiding to his wife, Second Brigade commander George Meade correctly said the entire division was “particularly distinguished” on the last day of Second Bull Run. Such valor requires a human cost; Meade suggested the Reserves were “pretty well used up” and in need of reorganization and new recruits.25

As the Maryland campaign began, Brig. Gen. Truman Seymour and Col. Thomas Gallagher joined Meade as the division’s brigade commanders. Regiments of the Reserves were shuffled a bit across the three brigades, so the grouping of units did not exactly match their original organization.

Seymour’s First Brigade now included the 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 13th Reserves. Their commander finished in the top third of the West Point Class of 1846, perhaps the most famous in the history of the Academy. Seymour won promotions twice in Mexico and also fought Seminoles in Florida. Fatefully, he was assigned to Charleston Harbor in the early 1860s, so, like Doubleday, he witnessed the war’s beginning at Fort Sumter. A gifted painter, Seymour taught drawing at his alma mater in the early 1850s.26
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Brig. Gen. Truman Seymour exhibited strong leadership during the Antietam campaign as the commander of the First Brigade of the Pennsylvania Reserves.
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Four companies of Seymour’s 13th Pennsylvania Reserves earned a special gift while resting outside Washington in September. The excellent regiment had been divided earlier in the year, with six companies heading to the Peninsula with McClellan, while the other four remained north with McDowell and the original First Corps. Members of the 13th Reserves with McClellan received Sharps Rifles earlier in the year. The other four companies of the reunited regiment were provided the fine weapon as the Maryland campaign began.27

Henry Glasier, a Bucktail in Company D, described the value of the Sharps Rifle in an August letter. “We have the Best gun in the world now,” the soldier wrote. Having such a “splendid” weapon, Glasier added, “We can fire ten Rounds a minit now whare we used to fire five times in two minits.”28

With their great gun and marksmanship skills, the regiment would gain a prominent role in the war as skirmishers, often the first men of the division who would make contact with the enemy. Known as “Bucktails” because of the critter tails attached to the caps of regimental members, the 13th Reserves wanted the rebels to know expert marksmen were on the prowl.

Meade’s Second Brigade grouped the 3rd, 4th, 7th, and 8th Reserves. “We are in a critical position, but I trust will get out of it,” Meade wrote his wife on August 31, as Pope’s retreating army was trying to reach Washington’s fortifications. The general’s frustration was evident in other letters written as the disaster at Bull Run turned into the Maryland campaign. On September 4, Meade noted, “I am quite well, notwithstanding we have been for the last ten days without regular food or sleep.”29

Gallagher’s former regiment, the 11th Reserves, joined the 9th, 10th, and 12th, in the Third Brigade. Gallagher himself rose to the rank of brigadier general in the Pennsylvania militia in the years before the Civil War. He had a firm grasp of military tactics and possessed a demeanor fit for a brigade commander.30 The First Corps would quickly lose Gallagher’s commendable leadership.

The First Corps began the hunt for Lee’s army with less than half the strength reported at the end of March. The summer’s battle casualties account for only a small portion of the total loss of fighting men. Sickness, straggling, and desertion undoubtedly reduced the First Corps. Hooker was about to set out for Maryland with three divisions totaling 15,000 men present for duty, based on numbers reported on the morning of September 6. Including those who were ill, King’s Division accounted for 7,357 men, while Ricketts commanded 5,088. The diminished Reserves had only 4,047 men.31

“WE WILL WHIP THEM ALL TO PIECES”

Before beginning their march into Maryland, a man in the 11th Pennsylvania, Hartsuff’s Brigade, wrote, “Four days of rest and quiet, short as was the time, told wonderfully upon the looks and spirits of officers and men.” A member of Doubleday’s staff also noted the importance of the days of recovery on Upton’s Hill. The officer wrote, “The wardrobes and weapons of our men were thoroughly renovated; fresh arrivals of convalescents from the hospitals and of stragglers from their wanderings swelled their ranks; abundance of food strengthened them; abundance of sleep rested them; all was made ready for the expected move.”32

A soldier in the 23rd New York, Patrick’s Brigade, expanded on the positive sentiment. The men were still very tired from the ordeals of August, but early September brought food, optimism, the return of McClellan, and a chance at revenge for the thrashings received earlier in the summer. The historian of the 23rd expounded by seeing how determined warriors could overcome difficulties. “The condition of the men at this time was pitiful, but cheered by the reinstatement of their idolized commander, and the prospect of driving the invading army from Maryland, hundreds who could but just drag their bodies along mustered all their remaining strength for the march,” the determined warrior wrote .33

Henry Glasier did not seem concerned about the impact of the Confederates’ move into Maryland. Just before beginning the chase of Lee’s army, the member of the 13th Reserves expressed a mindset further demonstrating how the First Corps was prepared to meet the enemy. “I guess when they get over the River it will Bee one of the worst things they ever Done,” he wrote, “for when they get their armies sepperated again we will whip them all to pieces.”34

Starting on the evening of September 6, Hooker’s men moved from the Virginia fortifications, crossed the Potomac River via the Long Bridge to Washington, then marched to the Maryland town of Leesborough (now known as Wheaton). Pleasant conditions in the overnight period turned oppressive on the 7th. Theodore Gates, commander of the 20th New York State Militia (or 80th New York), in Patrick’s Brigade, recalled the difficulty involved in the campaign’s first march, a total of about 20 miles. In his regimental history, Gates wrote of “an impenetrable cloud of dust” enveloping the First and Ninth Corps “on that memorable and distressing occasion.”35
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The two corps were the closest Union infantry to Baltimore, a city McClellan and others felt might have been Lee’s ultimate target. Regardless of the difficult march, Col. Hugh McNeil and others in the 13th Reserves enjoyed a memorable evening in Leesborough. Roy Stone, a former officer in the regiment now with new troops he raised back home, greeted the Buck-tails on the march through Washington. The men were “pretty well worn down” after the difficult trek from Upton’s Hill, McNeil wrote. “Although we could ill afford the loss of sleep, in the expectation of a further march at any hour of the night,” McNeil noted how Stone spent time conversing with several Bucktails until 11:00 P.M.36

After nearly a full day of rest in Leesborough, the march continued. Ambrose Burnside, in command of the army’s right wing, reported concerns about the level of straggling in the First Corps. In a 10:00 A.M. dispatch to McClellan on September 8, Burnside declared, “McDowell’s old corps is very much demoralized and the road has been filled with its stragglers, but I hope, with Hooker’s assistance, to bring them up.” Even if notable amounts of straggling plagued the First Corps, the men had a latent energy. They clearly could work hard to put the difficult summer behind them during September’s emergency. By early evening on the 8th, even Burnside cheered up. Not long after moving his headquarters to Brookville, about 11 miles north of Lees-borough, Burnside wrote, “Our men are in better condition than when they left Washington. Hooker’s corps is improving.”37

The First and Ninth Corps passed through Brookville still heading north. Lisbon, astride the National Road, was reached by the evening of September 11. With three divisions spanning several miles, Hooker was centered a bit west of the halfway point between Baltimore and Frederick. The former city was undoubtedly secure; the latter had just passed four days of rather harmless Confederate occupation. Lee’s invaders moved west to continue their aggressive campaign, with the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry ripe for capture. A turn to the west on the National Road would bring the First Corps to Ridgeville (now Mt. Airy) and New Market by September 12.

A modern history of the Maryland campaign correctly suggests McClellan’s army did not have widespread morale problems in September 1862.38 More specifically, in diaries, letters, and regimental histories, soldiers in the First Corps proclaimed their readiness to march and fight to resist Lee’s invasion. The words of the soldiers proved Burnside was unkind to report a demoralization problem so early in the march. Men in the corps were not trembling as the Confederate army occupied Union territory. The First Corps had already started their rise to greatness from the ashes of defeat at Second Bull Run.

Curtis Abbott served as a microcosm of his First Corps comrades when he called on an abiding optimism. He suggested Second Bull Run was “far from being disastrous,” even though “anything short of victory was appalling.” The soldier looked at needed army reorganization as second nature, not the sign of weakness. “The changes went on,” he wrote, “while disaster followed disaster. The loyal North bore the test.”39

Robert Scott, a soldier in Gibbon’s Brigade, shared Abbott’s sentiment. In a letter published by a Wisconsin newspaper, Scott offered an overview of the Second Bull Run campaign and the prospects for the future. After the retreat to the Washington defenses, circumstances seemed bleak on the surface. Scott even noticed soldiers eating corn laying in the dirt, the slim leftovers after horses had their fill. He remained hopeful, concluding, “though the present seems cloudy, I am firm in the belief that the cause of the Union is yet sound, and has many stout arms to support it.”40

Edward Barnes, adjutant of the 95th New York, believed the soldiers were ready for another shot at Lee. Acknowledging the reorganization of the army, he suggested it had not “become disorganized or required to be reorganized, so far as the rank and file were concerned, but this department of military science was a specialty of its commander—a faculty to organize soldiers into an army ready to meet the enemy.”41

During days spent resting or marching through Maryland, several factors promoted the men’s renewed faith in the cause of defending the Union. First, Pope was gone and McClellan was back. Colonel McNeil of the 13th Reserves summed up the thinking of many in the First Corps as the Maryland campaign was about to begin. From Upton’s Hill, he had written a sister, “We rejoice that we are under McClellan.” In his memoir, the observant Rufus Dawes, in the 6th Wisconsin, from Gibbon’s Brigade, suggested, “Such a feeling, as that for General McClellan was never aroused for another leader in the war.” This sentiment was affirmed by another First Division soldier in the 21st New York. He opined, “No one who saw it can forget the revival of life and hope that stirred our broken ranks” with the announcement of McClellan’s continuance as commander.42

The lovely countryside and positive reception from the residents of Maryland were additional reasons for growing optimism in the First Corps. A soldier in Duryée’s Brigade fondly recalled how the bounty of the land and generous civilians “brought back the memories of home, and the scenes of luxury and comfort appearing on all sides, presented a strange contrast to the barren and wasted fields of Virginia. From many a family group by the wayside, the soldiers were greeted with cheers of welcome and tokens of hospitality, that gave assurance of loyal sympathies and heart-felt prayers for success.”43

Lyman Holford, in the 6th Wisconsin, was another First Corps man inspired by Maryland’s pleasing landscape. In his diary, he wrote, “The appearance of the country here and in Virginia is strikingly different. Instead of weeds as high as a man’s head we find corn, potatoes, tobacco, fruit of all kinds and many grain and haystacks.”44

Even overpriced commodities from sutlers were highly cherished. A man in the 88th Pennsylvania, Christian’s Brigade, 2nd Division, wrote, “the hawk-eyed sutler swept down on the bivouac like a bird of prey . . . and the boys esteemed it a privilege to be swindled.”

The 13th Massachusetts, in Hartsuff’s Brigade, was another regiment receiving the “benefit” of overpriced sutlers’ wares. On September 5, a man in the 13th examined the “quantities of canned food, fruits, and other luxuries.” He added, “many a belly was fat capon lined” thanks to sutlers. Along with supplies from the army’s quartermaster department, the day’s goods “succeeded in raising our spirits to a high state of buoyancy.”45

New recruits buttressed veterans’ fortitude. Those joining the ranks were relatively untrained in marching and fighting, but the extra manpower was very necessary after the summer’s burdens. While still in Virginia, the 12th Massachusetts, in Hartsuff’s Brigade, received twenty-six additional men directly from their home state. The 11th Pennsylvania added fifty new soldiers not long after crossing into Maryland. The 11th’s historian noted the recruits served as “a timely addition” to a regiment desperate for more men.46

The 16th Maine was an entirely new regiment joining the First Corps on the march. Because the untested unit would be assigned as a railroad guard near Ridgeville, the men of the 16th would miss the battles in Maryland. Recruited in the Pine Tree State over the summer, the 16th Maine arrived in Washington on August 21. They remained in the capital’s fortifications through Pope’s retreat, then marched north, quickly catching up to Hartsuff’s Brigade.47

“THE ONLY DOUBTFUL ONES ”

Even with important outstanding questions about Lee’s numbers and intentions, McClellan oozed confidence on September 12. He knew Lee’s army was moving away from Frederick, and he predicted an upcoming battle of epic importance. “I feel sure of one thing now, & that is that my men will fight well,” McClellan declared to his wife. He remained uncertain about one element of his army, “The only doubtful ones are McD’s old troops, who are in bad condition as to discipline & everything else.”

Although the men in the First Corps lacked McClellan’s esteem, he had faith in their new commander. McClellan expected Hooker would “bring them out of the kinks, & will make them fight if anyone can.”48

Regardless of McClellan’s dearth of faith in the men McDowell had commanded, circumstances were placing the First Corps in the forefront of Union military planning. Their sacrifice over the five days after being deemed “the only doubtful ones” shows McClellan as a pompous and insolent human being.

Without McClellan’s respect, First Corps soldiers kept gaining confidence. Attached to the First Division, a member of the only New Hampshire battery in the army deeply appreciated the kindness of Maryland’s citizenry. Houses “looked very inviting,” the cannoneer wrote, while each resident “seemed to vie with his neighbor in accommodating us with what food or supplies we wanted and were able to pay for.”

Residents of Maryland continued to show their support for the Union troops after the First Corps turned west toward Frederick. The New Hampshire cannoneer was exhilarated because “many of the houses were gaily decked out with flags and streamers, while we were lustily cheered by the people.”49

Not far north of the celebratory atmosphere, Governor Curtin had no time for patriotic joy. He wired Washington and McClellan several times in early September, pleading for the national army to not forget the fate of Pennsylvania, so close to the action in Maryland. Although he could not persuade Halleck or McClellan to send a detachment of troops from the Army of the Potomac, he requested a senior general to lead Pennsylvania’s militia. The First Corps was caught in the middle of this debate.

[image: chpt_fig_007]

As leader of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George McClellan wrote almost daily to his wife, Nelly. She would be informed that the men in the First Corps were “the only doubtful ones” in McClellan’s command. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The incident began when Curtin asked for the services of John Reynolds, commander of the Pennsylvania Reserves. The governor had concerns about the effectiveness of the state militia. He knew of the significant number of high-ranking officers from Pennsylvania in national service one state to the south. After informing McClellan of Curtin’s request, Halleck at first did not compel Reynolds’s sojourn to the Keystone State. He merely asked, on the morning of September 11, if Reynolds could be first sent to Washington prior to heading for Harrisburg.

McClellan lied in his response to the boss, “General Reynolds is now engaged in important service, supporting with his division an attack on New Market.” Apparently, he thought informing Halleck of a nonexistent offensive west of Ridgeville was a way to save Reynolds from detached service in Pennsylvania. The army commander showed some surprising respect for the First Corps when he added, Reynolds “has one of the best divisions, and is well acquainted with it. I cannot see how his services can be spared at the present time.”

Halleck was unmoved. He quickly ordered Reynolds to Pennsylvania, and McClellan acknowledged compliance with the command. Curtin suggested to McClellan how Reynolds “can do the country great service and of course cooperate fully with you” while in command of Pennsylvania’s militia.50

Hooker responded with great angst mixed with humor. The First Corps commander illuminated the dark side of his persona after hearing of Halleck’s order to send the head of the Pennsylvania Reserves home, even temporarily.


I have just been shown an order relieving Brigadier-General Reynolds from the command of a division in my corps. I request that the major-general commanding will not heed this order; a sacred Governor ought not to be permitted to destroy the usefulness of an entire division of the army, on the eve of important operations.

General Reynolds commands a division of Pennsylvania troops of not the best character; is well known to them, and I have no officer to fill his place.

It is satisfactory to my mind that the rebels have no more intention of going to Harrisburg than they have of going to heaven. It is only in the United States that atrocities like this are entertained.51



Historians often change Hooker’s word “sacred” to “scared,” assuming he intended to disparage Curtin for his alarm about the safety of Pennsylvania. One wonders, however, if Hooker intended to use “sacred” sarcastically to question Washington’s desire to please governors rather than support a field army. Regardless, Hooker was wrong to suggest the usefulness of the
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Table 1.2: Casualties by Company in the 12th Massachusetts at Antietam


	Company
	Killed
	Wounded
	Total





	A
	4
	16
	20



	B
	9
	22
	31



	C
	2
	22
	24



	D
	4
	19
	13



	E
	9
	21
	30



	F
	2
	11
	13



	G
	4
	25
	29



	H
	0
	1
	1



	I
	7
	24
	31



	K
	5
	15
	20



	Total
	46
	166
	212
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