
 
 
 
 
 



Josh Billings


Josh Billings' Farmer's Allminax, 1870-1879

Enriched edition. Timeless Agricultural Wisdom and Humor for Farmers and Readers
In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Eric Booth
Edited and published by Good Press, 2022


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4057664608475
  


    Table of Contents

    
    
        Introduction

    

    
    
        Synopsis (Selection)

    

    
    
        Historical Context

    

    
    
        Josh Billings' Farmer's Allminax, 1870-1879

    

    
    
        Analysis

    

    
    
        Reflection

    

    
    
        Memorable Quotes

    

    


Introduction




Table of Contents




    In these pages, the well-worn cycle of the seasons becomes a stage on which common sense, rural labor, and sly irreverence test the claims of expertise and fashion, turning the almanac’s promise of certain knowledge into a comic mirror that reflects how people hope, plan, and misjudge in the everyday business of living, from seedtime to harvest and from January’s resolutions to December’s reckonings, while reminding readers that weather, luck, and human nature seldom obey prediction or tidy schedules, no matter the tables and charts.

Josh Billings’ Farmer’s Allminax, 1870–1879, presents a decade of comic almanacs by the nineteenth-century American humorist known for his down-home persona and playful spelling. Appearing year by year through the 1870s, these volumes inhabit the familiar format of the agricultural almanac while recasting it as a vehicle for satire and folk wisdom. The setting is broadly rural America, and the publication context is the bustling print culture of the Reconstruction era into the early Gilded Age, when almanacs, newspapers, and magazines circulated alongside practical information, entertainment, and commentary.

The premise is disarmingly simple: borrow the structure of a farmer’s almanac—its calendar pages, forecasts, and counsels—and repurpose it for humor sharpened by experience. Readers encounter short pieces, pithy observations, and seasonal entries that blend everyday advice with playful contradiction. The voice is genial yet pointed, a companionable guide who refuses to flatter pretension. The style is brisk and episodic, inviting browsing rather than linear reading, and the mood ranges from wry and affectionate to unmistakably skeptical. The result is a lively miscellany that rewards quick dips and sustained attention in equal measure.

Billings’s signature technique is his deliberately phonetic, nonstandard spelling, a graphic representation of spoken cadence that anchors the persona and foregrounds sound as much as sense. This choice is more than ornament: it slows the eye, amplifies rhythm, and brings the jokes into the mouth, as if delivered across a fence rail. His humor often turns on inversion—setting received wisdom slightly askew—so that proverbs become puzzles and certainties wobble. The effect is inclusive rather than scolding, a comedy that draws readers into the game of noticing how language carries authority and how easily it can be tickled.

Across the decade, recurrent themes accumulate: the dignity of work and the limits of hustle, the temptations of fashion and the stubbornness of habit, the uses of thrift and the cost of false economy. Nature’s cycles provide both metaphor and measure, reminding readers that time advances by repetition as well as change. Credulity, self-importance, and the hunger for shortcuts receive gentle but persistent scrutiny. Beneath the laughter lies a steady ethic of prudence, patience, and sympathy for ordinary missteps. The book’s almanac frame ties these concerns to weather and calendar, where ideals meet mud, frost, drought, and unexpected breaks.

For contemporary readers, the collection matters as both literary play and cultural document. It showcases a distinctly American strain of humor that values plain speech while interrogating what counts as knowledge. In an era still negotiating the balance between expertise and experience, its jokes about forecasts, fads, and sure-fire schemes feel timely without surrendering their historical texture. The pieces model skepticism that is curious rather than cynical, inviting reflection on how communities share advice and how authority travels by anecdote as well as by print. The emotional appeal is warmth steeped in irony, a neighborly voice that recognizes human frailty.

Approached as a collected run from 1870 to 1879, the Allminax offers a panoramic, year-by-year sampler of Billings’s method, with the calendar serving as an organizing thread rather than a binding plot. It can be read straight through or dipped into by season, subject, or whim, and it rewards rereading because the brevity of its entries conceals layers of craft. Attentive readers will find that the persona’s steady tone allows small variations to register clearly, turning quick laughs into a cumulative portrait of values and vulnerabilities. The best preparation is simply patience with the spelling and an ear for the music beneath it.
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    Josh Billings' Farmer's Allminax, 1870-1879 collects a decade of the humorist Henry Wheeler Shaw's annual almanacs, presented in his signature phonetic spelling and country voice. Each yearly installment blends a farmer's calendar with mock weather forecasts, planting notes, pithy proverbs, brief sketches, and satirical 'facts,' arranged month by month. The compilation preserves the format and sequence of the original pamphlets, allowing readers to follow recurring features as they develop across the years. The tone remains steady: playful yet practical, with an emphasis on everyday prudence, rural customs, and common-sense observations about human nature. Together, the entries portray changing seasons and steady habits in post-Civil War America.

The 1870 Allminax establishes the template. A calendar frames each month with humorous signs of the zodiac, supposed storms, and notes for sowing and harvest, while brief aphorisms offer memorable, compact counsel. Billings introduces his persona as a plainspoken observer who favors thrift, patience, and steady labor, puncturing pretension wherever he finds it. Anecdotes about livestock, tools, and household chores provide practical cues wrapped in wit. Short lists and 'observashuns' alternate with comic statistics that parody the certainty of almanac science. The result is a handbook meant to be dipped into, with entries that balance light entertainment and small, portable rules for conduct.

In the 1871 and 1872 issues, the range widens without abandoning the almanac structure. Billings applies his maxims to marriages, neighbors, schooling, and dealings in town, extending the farmer's sphere to include shopkeepers, peddlers, and professionals. His monthly notes pair planting advice with cautions about haste, debt, and get-rich schemes. Occasional 'lectures' and dialogues condense into a page or two, delivering moral points through gently ironic situations. Domestic scenes remain central: keeping accounts, caring for stock, observing weather signs, and valuing rest. The emphasis stays on consistency over novelty, treating the year as a cycle in which careful habits yield predictable returns.

The 1873 Allminax reflects a period of economic uncertainty by foregrounding themes of prudence and moderation. Entries caution against speculation, urge living within means, and recommend patience when crops or markets fail to meet expectations. The calendar continues to list storms and seasonal markers with deadpan assurance, while comic 'predikshuns' deflate the idea that the future can be mastered. Billings' sayings underscore the advantage of small savings and steady work over dramatic schemes. Anecdotes about bartering, repairing rather than replacing, and tending soil during lean months reinforce this message. The tone is steady, treating downturns as part of the recurring rhythm of the year.

Across 1874 and 1875, the almanacs revisit familiar topics while adding sharper observations about public life. Notes touch on elections, temperance meetings, and local officeholders, always filtered through succinct cautions against vanity and noise. The humor remains mild and inclusive, preferring examples drawn from barns, kitchens, and crossroads stores. Planting tables and weather signs continue their monthly cadence, and advice on livestock health appears alongside quips about human habits. Brief portraits of confidence men, traveling doctors, or boastful inventors frame a consistent conclusion: practical knowledge and neighborly trust outlast flashy promises. The entries keep to short forms, offering useful snippets rather than extended essays.

The centennial year gives the 1876 Allminax occasion for reflections on national character and progress. Billings aligns patriotic feeling with modest virtues: industry, fairness, and a willingness to learn from mistakes. Seasonal notes nod to commemorations and fairs while retaining the core functions of planting guidance and humorous forecasts. Proverbs during this year frequently balance pride with caution, celebrating ingenuity without encouraging extravagance. Small narratives link past and present farm practices, observing improvements in tools or methods but affirming that attention and patience remain decisive. Calendar pages thus double as reminders that steady citizenship, like steady husbandry, depends on repeating simple, durable habits.

In 1877 the Allminax acknowledges shifting conditions as rural readers encounter new markets and technologies. Notes describe the adoption of labor-saving devices, the risks of buying on credit, and the temptations of hurrying the harvest. Billings uses paired maxims to show tradeoffs: speed against accuracy, novelty against reliability, profit against reputation. The monthly pattern persists, keeping forecasts, moon phases, and farming cues in view, with asides on neighborly obligations such as lending tools or settling disputes. The writing maintains its accessible voice and orthography, ensuring the guidance feels familiar. The implication is steady: external change should be met with internal steadiness and measured judgment.

The final two years carry the series toward summation without altering its compact design. The 1878 and 1879 calendars revisit perennial concerns-soil care, animal feeding, household management-while emphasizing patience with uncertain weather and markets. Billings' brief sketches turn reflective, citing kindness, humor, and self-restraint as reliable companions for hard seasons. Occasional lists of 'don'ts,' mock remedies, and playful statistics continue to lighten practical counsel. The accumulation of monthly cycles underscores a quiet argument that repetition, not novelty, makes competence. As the decade closes, the Allminax affirms the value of small daily decisions, presented as bite-sized, memorable sayings aligned with the flow of the year.

As a whole, Josh Billings' Farmer's Allminax, 1870-1879 presents a mosaic of rural life and common-sense ethics organized by the calendar. Rather than advancing a single thesis, the book assembles recurring parts-proverbs, forecasts, notes, vignettes-into a consistent tone and method. Major conclusions favor moderation, thrift, honesty, and cheerful persistence, delivered in intentionally misspelled but clear language. The structure mirrors the seasons, letting readers progress from month to month and year to year with recognizable signposts. The overall message is practical: steady attention to ordinary duties outperforms big claims. The compilation preserves this message by presenting ten concise years without interpretive additions.





Historical Context




Table of Contents




    Josh Billings' Farmer's Allminax, issued annually from 1870 to 1879, belongs to the postbellum United States, when rural households still relied on almanacs for calendars, planting tables, and practical wit. The books arise from a country in transition: New England and upstate New York farming cultures mingled with expanding Midwestern grain belts and new ranching frontiers. Telegraphs and railroads accelerated information and markets, but many readers lived in dispersed townships and crossroads hamlets. In that setting, Billings adopted a rustic Yankee persona to comment on everyday life, offering weather lore, aphorisms, and homespun advice while reflecting the anxieties and aspirations of agrarian America in the first decade of the Gilded Age.

The decade opened under Reconstruction. The Fifteenth Amendment was ratified in 1870, followed by the Enforcement Acts of 1870–1871 to suppress Ku Klux Klan violence, and the Civil Rights Act of 1875 guaranteeing public accommodations. Federal occupation of parts of the South ended with the Compromise of 1877, restoring home rule under President Rutherford B. Hayes. These national contests over citizenship, voting, and state power pervaded newspapers and rural discussions. Billings’ almanac, through its farmer’s voice, lampoons office seekers, oath taking, and legislative pretension, echoing a smallholder’s wary regard for distant power and political spectacle, while affirming civic virtues like duty, thrift, and community responsibility in a period of contested national reconciliation.

The Panic of 1873 and the ensuing Long Depression (1873–1879) decisively shaped the economic climate of the almanac years. The failure of Jay Cooke and Company on September 18, 1873, after overinvestment in Northern Pacific Railroad bonds, triggered a credit seizure; the New York Stock Exchange closed for ten days. Unemployment surged in industrial centers, and deflation punished debtors. Wheat prices fell from roughly $1.31 per bushel in 1870 to about $0.77 by 1879, while corn and cotton likewise declined, squeezing farm incomes as railroad freight and elevator charges remained persistent burdens. The Coinage Act of 1873 ended standard silver coinage, denounced by agrarians as the Crime of 73; the Resumption Act of January 14, 1875, committed the Treasury to redeem greenbacks in gold beginning in 1879. In response, the Greenback Party formed in 1874, opposing contraction and supporting an expanded paper currency; Greenback-Labor candidates later won seats in the 1878 midterms. The Bland–Allison Act of 1878 partially restored silver purchases, reflecting mounting pressure from debtors and miners. Billings’ Allminax, a blend of practical calendars and sardonic counsel, repeatedly returns to the strains of hard times: counsels of frugality, jests at speculation, and barbed remarks about the mysteries of banks and money men speak to households balancing seed, credit, and taxes. Its mock spellings for greenbacks and its wry advice about paying small debts before large ones channel a farmer’s ethic in a deflationary world. The very almanac form, with tables for planting by moon and season, underscores the imperative to time labor and expenses precisely when margins narrowed and weather or prices could erase a year’s work.

The National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, founded in 1867 by Oliver Hudson Kelley in Washington, D.C., surged to perhaps 800,000 members by 1874–1875. Grangers organized cooperative stores and grain elevators and pressed Midwestern legislatures for rate regulation of railroads and elevators. Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa passed so called Granger Laws in the early 1870s; the U.S. Supreme Court in Munn v. Illinois (1877) upheld state regulation of businesses affecting the public interest. Billings’ Allminax channels this sentiment in comic assaults on middlemen and monopolists, celebrating neighborly cooperation and warning against sharpers who profit between barn and market.

Westward expansion defined the rural horizon. After the 1869 completion of the transcontinental railroad at Promontory Summit, homesteaders spread through Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota Territory. Joseph Glidden’s 1874 patent for barbed wire transformed fencing, accelerating enclosure and conflicts with open range stockmen. Environmental shocks were stark: the Rocky Mountain locust plagues of 1874–1876 devastated crops from Minnesota to Kansas, prompting state relief and bounties. The Great Sioux War of 1876–1877, including the Battle of the Little Bighorn, marked violent contest over the northern plains. In this milieu, the Allminax dispenses weather lore, jokes about fences and range rights, and stoic counsel for pests and drought, mirroring frontier trials with resilient humor.

Labor unrest climaxed in the Great Railroad Strike of 1877, sparked in Martinsburg, West Virginia, on 14 July after wage cuts by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The strike spread to Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Chicago, and St. Louis, bringing freight to a halt; clashes left scores dead, and President Rutherford B. Hayes deployed federal troops to reopen lines. The Knights of Labor, founded in 1869, gained visibility as inequalities sharpened. Farmers, dependent on rail transport yet resentful of rates, watched the conflict anxiously. Billings’ almanac targets railroad magnates and idle speculators alike, contrasting the independent yeoman’s ethic with the perils of wage dependency and corporate power.

A new scientific rival to traditional sky watching appeared when Congress authorized a national weather service on 9 February 1870 under the U.S. Army Signal Service. By 1871, telegraphed observations from dozens of stations produced daily storm warnings and the famous probabilities printed in newspapers. Standardized time and data networks improved navigation and farming decisions. Almanac readers confronted official forecasts alongside folk signs. Billings turns the encounter into comedy, juxtaposing his farmer’s lore with the capital’s instruments and clerks, poking fun at expert certitude while acknowledging the value of timely warnings. The Allminax thus registers how state backed science entered everyday rural calculation in the 1870s.

Across the decade, the book functions as social and political critique by translating agrarian discontent into accessible satire. It exposes class divisions opened by deflation and monopoly power, ridiculing speculators, railroad lobbies, and office seekers while defending small proprietors. Its jokes about money policy, taxes, and rates take sides against distant decision makers, and its homely counsel affirms mutual aid as public policy faltered after 1877. By setting folk weather wisdom beside federal probabilities, it questions technocratic authority without rejecting useful knowledge. The farmer’s idiom, finally, critiques the uneven terms of citizenship and opportunity in a nation modernizing faster than many rural households could afford.
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS



FOR THE YEAR 1870.



JANUARY MONOGRAPH.



FEBUARY MONOGRAPH.



MARCH MONOGRAPH.



APRIL MONOGRAPH.



MAY MONOGRAPH.



JUNE MONOGRAPH.



JULY MONOGRAPH.



AUGUST MONOGRAPH.



SEPTEMBER MONOGRAPH.



OCTOBER MONOGRAPH.



PECK'S CHURN, AND BRISTOW'S SOWING MASHEEN.



NOVEMBER MONOGRAPH.



DECEMBER MONOGRAPH.



EXTRA EKLIPSES FOR THE YEAR 1870.



RULES, BY-LAWS, AND REGULASHUNS.



HOW THEY DO TALK



THE UNIVERSAL SWINE.



HINTS TEW YUNG HUSBANDS.



THE GRITTY ANGLEWORM .



HOUSEKEEPER'S GUIDE.



THE BELLYCOSE GOAT.



PREMIUMS.



THE MELODIUS CAT.



FAMILY NOSHUNS.



THE BRINY CODFISH.



MELKISIDEK BREWSTERS LIGHTNING ROD.



THE FREQUENT FLY.



WANTED.



THE READDY ROOSTER.



HOUSEHOLD COMFORTS.



THE DOOCED MONKEY.



KONNEKTIKUT BLEW LAWS.



THE LOAFING RACCON.



HOME DOINGS.



THE THOUGHTFUL FOX.



MADAM FILKINS LIQUOR FOR BABES.



KALKULASHUNS OV A PROGNOSTIX NATUR.



LETTER TO FARMERS.



EXTRAKT OV LETTERS .



HOROSKOPE FOR JANUARY.



ADVICE TEW YUNG KLERGYMEN.



HOROSKOPE FOR FEBUARY.



A GOOD FAMILY JOB.



HOROSKOPE FOR MARCH.



HOROSKOPE FOR APRIL.



JOB SARGENT'S KLENSING SOPE.



HOROSKOPE FOR MAY.



CHOICE OLD RECEIPTS.



HOROSKOPE FOR JUNE.



ANNOUNCEMENT EXTRORNARY.



HOROSKOPE FOR JULY .



ADVICE TEW YOUNG MEN.



HOROSKOPE FOR AUGUST.



TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONSARN.



HOROSKOPE FOR SEPTEMBER.



ADVISE TEW HOSS JOCKEYS.



HOROSKOPE FOR OCTOBER.



HOROSKOPE FOR NOVEMBER.



ADVICE TEW YUNG DOKTORS.



HOROSKOPE FOR DECEMBER.



SIMPLE REMIDIZ.



AGRIKULTIBUSS.



SUM WEATHER.



JANUARY MISSCELLANY.



FEBUARY MISSCELLANY.



MARCH MISSCELLANY.



APRIL MISSCELLANY.



MAY MISSCELLANY.



JUNE MISSCELLANY.



JULY MISSCELLANY.



AUGUST MISSCELLANY.



EDUKASHIONAL.



SEPTEMBER MISSCELLANY.



OCTOBER MISSCELLANY.



NOVEMBER MISSCELLANY.



DECEMBER MISSCELLANY.



SIGHNS AND WONDERS FOR THE YEAR 1874.



OIL OF KONSOLASHUN.



ADAM BILLINGS.



ZEPHENIAH BILLINGS.



JEHOSSAPHATT BILLINGS.



MELKISIDEK BILLINGS.



SOLOMAN BILLINGS.



DUTERONOMY BILLINGS.



PORKANBEANS BILLINGS.



JAMAIKA BILLINGS.



EKLEEZIASTIKS BILLINGS.



LUKE BILLINGS.



NEBUDKENNEZZAR BILLINGS.



MUSHANMILK BILLINGS.



HEAR THE PAPERS TALK!



PRIVATE OPINYUNS OV JOSH BILLINGS' FARMER'S ALLMINAX.



HONESTY .



GRIT.



CHARITY.



FUN.



EAZY BOOTS.



WOMAN.



POLITENESS.



EGG NOGG.



FAITH.



EKONEMY.



HAM, AND EGG.



THE PISSMIRE.



WHAT THE PAPERS THINK.



LATEST NUZE.



THE DONKEY.



THE VEGATABEL BITTERS MAN.



THE KROW.



THE KROTON BUG.



THE KUNTRY SKOOL MOM.



THE RED CURRANT



THE LITENING ROD MAN.



THE PEACH.



THE BUMBLE BEE.



THE YELLO JACKET.



THE YANKEE PEDLAR.



THE KUNTRY HOSS JOCKEY.



PREVAILING SENTIMENTS OV THE PRESS.



SUM ABRUPT LETTERS.



THE ALLIGATOR.



THE LOAFER.



ARTIKLES OV FAITH.



SHORT REPLYS.



THE SPIDER.



THE MILKSOP.



THE MIZER.



LAZYNESS.



LAFFTER.



THE DUK.



THE SANDY HILL CRANE.



AN EPISTOL.



THE OWL.



TRIALS AND PERSEKUSHUNS OV AN AUTHOR.



THE CUCKOO, AND THE JACKDAW.



THE JACKDAW.



K.



L.



M.



N.



THE CENTAUR.



THE AUCKSHIONEER.



THE OLD MAID.



INDISKRIMINATE HINTS.



TWO LETTERS.



THE RHINOSSEROSS AND THE VIOLET.



THE BACHELOR.



THE QUACK.



THE DEAKON.



THE GRASSHOPPER IZ A BURDEN



THE APPLE.



THE AVERAGE BOARDING HOUSE.



A LONG PARAGRAFF.



THE BOOK CANVASSER.



THE CHIPMUNK.



REMARKS.



THE MUSKEETER.



THE BEAN.



QUESTIONS AND REPLIZE.



THE GORRILLA.



QUESTIONS, AND ANSWERS.



THE APPLE DUMPLIN.



PUNKIN PI.



PERSONALS.



ECCENTRICITIES OF GENIUS



READ WHAT IS SAID OF IT.



THE VOYAGE OF ITHOBAL



SIR EDWIN ARNOLD



KEY TEW THE ABUV PERFORMANCE.

Tew kno exackly whare the sighn iz, multiply the day ov the month bi the sighn, then find a dividend that will go into a divider four times without enny remains, subtrakt this from the sighn, add the fust quoshunt tew the last divider, then multiply the whole ov the man's boddy bi all the sighns, and the result will be jist what yu are looking after.

BILLINGS' FAMILY TIME TABLE.

Amazi begot Hezaki, Hezaki begot Eldad, Eldad begot Behomath, Behomath begot Zepheniah (Zepheniah waz a conumdrum maker, sum ov which hav been handed down down), Zepheniah begot Ezekiel, Ezekiel begot Issacher (Issaker waz a bad speller, which haz bin handed down too), Issaker begot Nehemiah, Nehemiah begot Methuseler, Methuseler begot Nabob (Nabob waz a snob), Nabob begot Jerrymiah, and Jerrymiah begot Absolum Billings (who is admitted bi every boddy who remembers him tew be the most humblyest looking man in the 9th Century). Absolum begot Josh, and so they kept bizzy begotting.

After the Billings family once struck the front name, Josh, they clung tew it. I find over 6 hundred ov that name extant, besides a grate menny who haz bekum extanted.

The Billings hav bin a helthy old breed az fur back az i have dug for them, which they owe principally tew a milk diet. It iz sed that Behomath Billings, one ov our pristines, could drean a cow perfektly dry at one sitting. If this iz so, it helps explain the great amount ov milk in the Billings natur.

I dont find enny old bachelors, nor old maids, amung our ansesstors, inkrease and multiply haz alwus bin the battle cry of the Billings.
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AFTER SEEING THE ADVANCE SHEETS OV
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FOR THE YEAR 1870.
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"We seldum notis the current Amerikan literature ov the day, but the Billings Allminax, soon tew be issued by Carleton, is a work for the mothers of the Amerikan Union."—London Times, June 6th, 1869.



"Josh Billings' Farmers' Allminax iz az phull ov gems az a diamond neklace, az phull of knowledge az Webster's Spellin Book, and az phull of cooking and cures az a parson's wife."—London Atheneum, May 31st, 1869.



"The virtewous thoughts in Josh's Allminax iz gin cocktails for the idle, and brandy straights for the viscious."—Atlantik Semi-Monthly, May 3d, 1869.



"The Billings' Allminax will prove a rare acquisition tew Amerikan literature; the astronomikal calculashuns are unique, the language elegant, the moral perfekt, the sentiments just, and the whole thing extremely bully."—Boston Ledger, May 1st, 1869.



"In theze daze of tawdry novels, imbecile poetry, and florid historys, it iz charming tew take up such a brilliant thing az Josh Billings' Farmers' Allminax, whare philosophy and sentiment frolik together, and whare wit sits in state, with one arm around the waist ov morality."—Omaha Patriot, July 4th, 1869.
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This month waz named after one Janus, a sharp sighted old chap, with a face like a pikaxe, so that he could look both ways at once, back onto the old year, and forward onto the new one. At the latter part ov his life he died of a thaw, leaving a snug little property, sum six or seven hundred dollars, which akordin tew one ov the bye-laws ov hiz will, waz invested in tin back thermometors, and distributed amung the suffering poor ov his native village, az mementoze ov Janus.

DOMESTIX RECEIPTS.

Tew find the square root ov a hog's noze, turn him into a gardin patch.



Tew enjoy a good reputashun, giv publickly, and steal privately.[1q]



Tew remove grease from a man's karakter, let him strike sum sudden ile.



Tew giv oysters an extra good relish, eat them at sumboddy else's expense.



Tew git wrong things out ov yure child's head,—comb it often.

[image: rattlesnake sticking out of hole]

I never argy agin a suckcess, when i see a rattlesnaixs hed sticking out ov a whole, i bear off to the left, and say to miself—that hole belongs to that snaix.=

Josh Billings





[image: cider barrels]

Cider may be a good temprance beverage, but i hav seen folks git so drunk on it, that they couldn't tell one ov the 10 commandments from a bye law or a base bawl klub.=

Josh Billings





Q.–What iz an old bachelor?

A.–The hero ov a cot bedstead.


He who bi farmin would git ritch,
 Must plough, and so, and dig, and sich,
 Work hard all day, sleep hard all nite,
 Save every cent, and not git tite.






[image: almanac January 1870]
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This month haz but 28 days, the extreme kold weather that prevails haz puckered up the month. Once in four years thare iz a big melt and then the month swells, and haz 29 days. This month iz looked upon az unpleasant, and it iz unpleasant for digging out woodchucks, but for setting in front of the fire, and skinning apples, and snapping the seeds at the galls, it kant be beat. The name ov this month is derived from an old Chinese word (now lost) which means condem kold.

USEFUL HINTS TEW BOARDIN HOUSE KEEPERS.

In buying roast beef, dont forgit, that roast beef, tew be bully, must be tuff.



Be kerful how yu soke yure makrel, too mutch sokeing, takes the wear out ov them.



In selekting a yung goose for yure table, dont forgit tew remember, that the longer a goose has lived in this world, the more experience he will hav, when he cums tew be chawed.



Keep a cow, and then the milk wont hav tew be watered but once.





Q.–What iz the best kure for lazyness?

A.–Milking a cow on the run, and living on the milk.


Bring out yure bran nu cutter,
 And git yure galls consent,
 Then hitch up Dobbin, or sum other kruttur,
 And let the animile went.






[image: almanac February 1870]
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This month derives her pedigree from the Danish verb "Whizz," which means to blow, to wheeze, to snort, to pitch in endways, and crossways, to shake winder blinds, to smash barn doors, to skare pigs, to brake clothes lines, to make men sware, and wimmin balky. March iz principally immense for wind, but whare it all cums from, and whare it all goes to, are prize conumdrums which i kant untangle Dogs kreated this month invariably hav the bark on.

ATTENSHUN FARMERS.

Rathbun's "Old oaken bucket washing masheen." For washing, bleaching, bileing, wringing, starching, blueing, hanging out, drieing, ironing, marking, fluting, and folding clothes, this lovely masheen haz no competitor in the male, or femail world. This iz the only masheen in the western hemisphear, that takes the inside cloth oph from a man's back on the keen jump, and puts it back agin, in 15 minnitts, washed, dried, ironed, starched, the buttons sowed on, and the collar turned down. Ask for Rathbun's Old oaken bucket washing masheen, and keep asking till yu git it, and when yu hav got it, hug it tew yure buzzum.





Q.–Will yu pleaze to define suicide?

A.–Suicide iz cheating the doktors out ov a job.


Mend fences now, and diches dig, Lay in some cow, and little pig, For milk, and pork, Iz what enables a man tew do a good square day's work.





[image: almanac March 1870]
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"April, dear April, chuck full ov charms, Cum, cum, oh cum, tew mi arms,"

thus warbled the poet, more than twelve thousand years ago, and he knew his bizz, he had the right sting in him, he want none ov yure pedigree poets, nor dispepshee poets, nor whiskee poets.

Dandylions planted this month are almost sure tew hed out, so are tud stools, so are hed cheeze. This month iz also helthy for planting onions, onions are a luxury, and are good for a bad breth, or are bad for a good breth, i hav forgot which, but either way iz right.

VALUABEL ADVICE TEW YUNG SPORTSMEN.

☛ In fishing for musketoze dont wait for them tew bite the seckond time.

☛ The best bait for bed bugs, iz tew sleep three in a bed.

☛ The best mark for target praktiss iz an old maskuline goose, one goose will last yu for five years shooting, and when he finally gits struck with lightning, and begins tew perish, yu kan melt him up, and git out the lead.

☛ The best kind ov a spear, for bullfrogging, iz a four tined dung fork, when you git the tines all full, shoulder the fork, and put for home.





Q.–How long kan a goose stand on one leg?

A.–Try it,—that's the way the goose found out.


Jethro Sparks cum tew town, Athwart a kussid mule, He wound hiz ears around hiz nek, And called him April Phule.
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MAY MONOGRAPH.
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May iz the belle ov the year, she haz worn the belt for five thousand years. If May hadn't hav been a sensible girl, she would hav bin spilte long ago with poetry and stanzy. But she is an independant kritter, and dont care one kuss for stanzy. This iz an eazy month tew fall in love, our naturs are now fully thawd out, after the late kold snap, and like a little melted brook, begin tew look around, tew find another little melted brook tew mix with. Oh! how precious and delightsum it iz to mix. Hive bees during this month, if yu hav got sum, if not, hive sumboddy else's.

PATTENTS ISSUED DURING 1869.

Feb. 1st. To Ambrose Griddle, Esq., a pattent for a hen's egg, which beats the natral egg for awl purposes, except, cooking, hatching, and eating.



April 13th. To Ezra Push, Jun., a pattent for a one wheeled velosipede. This wise instrumentality haz two handles tew it, and iz purswaded by taken hold ov the handles, and walking between them with a shove moshun. If it wasn't a velosipede, it would be an old fashioned wheelbarrow.



March 10th. To David Gibson, for a pattent goose yoke. These yokes are packed in cotton wool, and sent bi express all over the face ov the earth, they are sudden tew yoke

[image: dog pulled along on lead]
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The Rooster now with burstin thrut, Proklaims the rozy morn, And cacklin hens are telling us, Another egg is born.
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JUNE MONOGRAPH.
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WORDS TEW HOUSEWIFES.


















Now bate yure hook, and find a brook,
 Where water runs the fasstest,
 Thare lays the trout, jist jerk him out,
 And chuck him in yure basket.
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JULY MONOGRAPH.
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A NEW TOOL.







Young man!–let hornets be, and dont go nigh
 The pizen snaik tew mutch.
 For during the month ov Julii,
 They aint helthy tew the tutch.
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AUGUST MONOGRAPH.
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THINGS WORTH KNOWING.


















Now chop doun oats.
 And hew doun barley,
 Rize with the sun,
 And go tew bed arly.
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SEPTEMBER MONOGRAPH.
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MORE ADVICE TEW YOUNG SPORTSMEN.
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This month pull flax,
 And teeth that ake.
 Lay in bees wax,
 And emptins kake.
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OCTOBER MONOGRAPH.
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PECK'S CHURN, AND BRISTOW'S SOWING MASHEEN.


Table of Contents











The yello korn now scents the gale,
 And harvest boys the milk maids wake,
 With matin songs, in praizes of,
 Hasty puddin, and Johnny kake.
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NOVEMBER MONOGRAPH.
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SUM MORE HINTS TEW BOARDIN-HOUSE KEEPERS.















Pick apples now, and cider make,
 And in a barrel juice it,
 Then git a straw, without a flaw,
 And through the straw seduce it.





[image: almanac November 1870]



DECEMBER MONOGRAPH.
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FAMILY MEDICINE.


A thing well stuck, iz stuck forever.
 This salve will stick enny man.
 It will undoubtedly stick the "coming man."
 It haz stuck every man that haz cum yet.
 No family should be without this matchless sticker.
 (Unless they are too much stuck up allreddy.)
 It iz put up in sticks twenty feet long,
 To stick a man at a distance.







Pile hi the harth, with beechen wood,
 Load down the kitchen table,
 Fill up the old klay pipe,
 And go it while yure able.





[image: almanac December 1870]



EXTRA EKLIPSES FOR THE YEAR 1870.
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RULES, BY-LAWS, AND REGULASHUNS.
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HOW THEY DO TALK
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ABOUT

[image: Josh Billings' Farmers' Allminax]

FOR THE YEAR 1870.

























THE NATRAL HORNET


DOMESTIK RECEIPTS.











THE PROMISCUSS COCKROACH.


HINTS TEW YUNG WIFES.











[image: man sitting with feet up on seat opposite]
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He who by the plough would thrive,
 Must no 2 forty kattle drive,
 But worry the ground to and fro,
 With horned kritters who skasely seem to go.






[image: almanac January 1871]







THE UNIVERSAL SWINE.
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HINTS TEW YUNG HUSBANDS.
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