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— Dedication —

For every child who ever looked up at a cloud

and saw a story waiting to be told.
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​Papa Leonard Has a Scary Plan
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Papa Leonard the Lion was proud and strong, but he was growing old and knew that soon hunting would become too hard. One sunny afternoon, he sat by a shady tree, sighing to himself, "If I can't hunt for food, I'll starve!" But then, a sly idea crept into his mind, and he decided to call all the animals together.
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Papa Leonard the Lion rests beneath a shady tree, deep in troubled thought.

When they gathered, Papa Leonard raised his voice, pretending to sound gentle. "Thank you all for coming! I know you respect me as your king, and I'm grateful. I hope you all think I've been a fair leader?"

Some animals nodded, though a few shot suspicious glances at each other.
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Papa Leonard addresses all the animals of the forest with his shocking proposal.

With a crafty smile, Papa Leonard continued, "To keep peace in our forest, I suggest each of you come to me, one at a time... to be eaten."

The animals gasped, looking horrified.

Papa Leonard raised a paw to silence them. "If you do this, I won't have to roar when I'm hungry and frighten everyone. Think about it — there will be peace in the forest!"

There was silence, but then Winston the Wolf, who loved any idea that kept him safe, stood up. "I think that's a great plan, Papa Leonard! But, of course, important animals like me, Ella the Elephant, and Leroy the Leopard shouldn't be eaten. We're too valuable! We need
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