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FOREWORD

THE TEMECULA MASSACRE: A FORGOTTEN BATTLEFIELD Landscape of the Mexican-American War is a historical record of the death, displacement, dispossession, and reclamation of the Native people who died during one of the deadliest conflicts of the Mexican-American War. The aim of this book is to raise awareness of this overlooked battle of United States and California history, to recognize the historically significant massacre, and to introduce the modern-day movement toward preservation of the battlefield, landscape, and the Temecula Indian Cemetery, Pávkun.

The Pechanga Band of Indians are the keepers of key information regarding these events, and this work is the culmination of traditional Tribal knowledge and primary historical documents. This book contains a multifaceted interpretation of the sequence of events surrounding the massacre and the consequences of the battle. Much of the contents of this book is new information from Tribal sources that has never been shared or interconnected with published historic accounts of the Battle of San Pasqual and the Temecula Massacre. Supplemental maps, ethnographic notes and sound recordings, and photographs assist with the documentation to provide a more complete account of these events. A documentary film, offering a summarized version of the content of this book, is also available.

The Temecula Massacre: A Forgotten Battlefield Landscape of the Mexican-American War is meant to accompany this auxiliary material or may stand alone as a classroom or library textbook. The authors invite anyone who is interested in learning the fuller history of California’s entry to the Union to read this account and thereby learn of the importance of Native people’s involvement then and now.
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS



	Time Immemorial
	For the 'Atáaxum (Luiseño), the Creation of the World occurs at 'Éxva Teméeku. The archaeological record confirms continuous occupation of the Temecula Valley for over 10,000 years.



	1769
	Father Junípero Serra arrives in Alta California and establishes the San Diego Mission.



	1798
	Mission San Luis Rey is established in Oceanside, California.



	1821
	Mexico achieves independence from Spain.



	1834
	Secularization of the Missions.



	1843
	Pablo Apis a native of Waxáwmay (Guajome) Village near San Luis Rey Mission receives the Little Temecula Rancho.



	1844
	•José Antonio Serrano receives the Pauma Rancho land grant.



	 
	•Isaac Williams establishes a relationship with the Apis family and secures Luiseño laborers for his cattle enterprise.
•Jonathan Trumbull Warner receives the Rancho Valle de San José and establishes Warner Ranch.




	1845
	Governor Pío Pico formally confirms Pablo Apis’ land grant, Little Temecula Rancho, which he received in 1843.



	1846
	Temecula Indian María Antonia Apis has four children by Isaac Williams between 1846 and 1852.



	 
	SEPTEMBER



	 
	•U.S. Commodore Robert F. Stockton and U.S. Lieutenant Archibald Gillespie are in Los Angeles.



	 
	•Americans begin taking Californios prisoner in Southern California.



	 
	•A group of Californios attack Gillespie’s garrison. Gillespie’s response to the attack is to install additional restrictions and curfews on Los Angeles.



	 
	•Battle of Chino, a skirmish occurs between Californios and American sympathizers at Isaac Williams’ ranch house. Californio José del Carmen Lugo fights against his brother-in-law Isaac Williams and apprehends him and the other Americans at the ranch. Lugo’s party commandeers the American’s weapon supplies.



	 
	•Gillespie surrenders Los Angeles and is told to leave. Reinforcements arrive from San Francisco.



	 
	•U.S. General Stephen Watts Kearny and 300 of the 1st Dragoons leave for California from Santa Fe, New Mexico.



	 
	OCTOBER



	 
	•October 6, Kearny and his men meet with Kit Carson. Kearny receives news that California has been won. He sends 200 of his men back to Santa Fe and continues into California with Carson acting as his guide.



	 
	•October 8, Battle of the Old Woman’s Gun (Battle of Dominguez Rancho).



	 
	•Lugo arrives in Temecula, hears word that the Indians in San Bernardino “had risen and were coming to commit outrages on the ranchos.” He returns to San Bernardino to diffuse the situation.



	 
	•Lugo leaves San Bernardino and goes to Warner’s Ranch in pursuit of Segura, a Californio who has taken defense funds from Los Angeles and seeks to flee the country.



	 
	•Lugo heads to Santa Ysabel in pursuit of Segura and encounters a group of Sonorans fleeing Sonora with a herd of horses. While camped at Santa Ysabel, the local Indian Capitan Mateo warns Lugo that the Indians from Pauma, Temecula, and Agua Caliente (Warner Springs) plan to attack during the night. The Californios send for reinforcements from San Diego. No attack occurs.



	 
	•Lugo goes to Pauma with Captain José Alipaz. He tasks Alipaz with escorting the Sonorans to San Luis Rey. Lugo then returns to Los Angeles via Pala and Temecula, San Bernardino.



	 
	NOVEMBER



	 
	•At Warner’s Ranch, an American patrol arrests Jonathan Trumbull Warner, believing he is not loyal to the United States.



	 
	DECEMBER



	 
	•December 2, Kearny’s 'Army of the West’ arrives at Warner’s Ranch. Kearny talks with the Indians at Agua Caliente.



	 
	•U.S. Lieutenant Davidson and Kit Carson raid a herd of horses and mules at Aguanga belonging to Mexican General José María Flores.



	 
	•Lugo enlists more men in San Bernardino and San Jacinto.



	 
	•December 4, Kearny and his men leave Warner’s Ranch for San Diego.



	 
	•December 5, Kearny and his men meet with Lieutenant Archibald Gillespie who informs Kearny that General Andrés Pico is encamped at the San Pasqual village with a force of insurgents.



	 
	•December 6 and 7, Battle of San Pasqual.



	 
	•Sometime between December 8 and December 12 (likely dates), the Pauma Massacre occurs.



	1847
	•Late December and early January (exact dates are not known), The Temecula Massacre •



	 
	•January 1, Full moon.



	 
	•January 13, Treaty of Cahuenga is signed resulting in cease fire between Californios and Americans.



	 
	•January 21, Mormon Battalion arrives at Warner’s Ranch.



	 
	•January 24, A storm passes through, flooding the river and stalling the Battalion’s march.



	 
	•January 25, Mormon Battalion reaches Temecula.



	 
	•January 26, “This morning the Indians were burying their dead.” –Henry Standage, Mormon Battalion.



	 
	•January 31, Full moon.



	1848
	•February 2, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is signed between Mexico and the United States.



	 
	•July, Senator Thomas Hart Benton testifies to Congress against giving Kearny a “brevet,” or an honorary promotion of rank, for his actions at the Battle of San Pasqual.



	 
	•July, The promotion by brevet of Stephen Watts Kearny is approved by a vote of 32 to 14 in the Senate.



	1850
	September 9, California becomes the 31st state of the United States of America.



	1867
	•May, The San Bernardino Guardian reports the Temecula locals are seeking funds to enclose the graveyard with “a neat and substantial fence.”



	 
	•June 15, An unnamed priest wrote to Bishop Amat of the Los Angeles Diocese describing the graveyard and asking for permission to consecrate the cemetery.



	1875
	September 26-28, The Temecula Indians are evicted from their village and forced to move from the Temecula, Little Temecula, and Pauba Ranchos.



	1877
	October 30, Thomas Savage interviews 64-year-old José del Carmen Lugo for use as source material in Hubert Howe Bancroft’s History of California.



	1879
	Birth of Antonio “Tony” Ashman, Pechanga Tribal elder interviewed by several historians about Tribal history. Ashman was born at a time of uncertainty for the Indian people, after the Temecula eviction but before the Pechanga Reservation was created.



	1880
	October 1, Alfred Perry Walbridge passes through Temecula, describing the cemetery as having only a few old adobe walls standing, and reports that the grave markers are aligned to the north.



	1882
	•George Cuishman dies and is buried at the Temecula Indian Cemetery. His headstone is the last remaining marker in the cemetery.



	 
	•June 28, Pechanga Indian Reservation is established by Executive Order.



	1884
	Helen Hunt Jackson’s novel Ramona is published. The Temecula Eviction is depicted in the story.



	1912
	The Native Sons of the Golden West fraternity donate the site of the Battle of San Pasqual to the State of California.



	1932-33
	John P. Harrington interviews numerous Tribal people from several Southern California reservations. Information about the Temecula Massacre and Juan Antonio’s role is recorded.



	1937
	August 10, John Harrington conducts an oral history interview with Pechanga Tribal Member Sargento Rodriguez, a Temecula Indian who survived the Massacre. He indicates a hundred men were killed and that the “coyotes ate the bones of the people.”



	1947
	June 28, B.E. McCown leads an archaeological field survey of the Temecula River and adjacent areas to be flooded and disturbed by construction of the Vail Lake Dam. Seventeen sites are identified.



	1948
	Construction of Vail Lake Dam is completed.



	1954
	The San Pasqual Battlefield is designated a California Historical Landmark.



	1969
	Heavy rains flood the area, and the Vail Lake dam spillway is compromised and subsequently rebuilt.



	1971
	Horace Parker publishes The Historic Valley of Temecula: The Temecula Massacre, a culmination of his research from the 1950s and 1960s, which included interviews with Pechanga Tribal Member Antonio Ashman.



	1991
	Jack Roripaugh catches a group attempting to steal the Cuishman headstone and orders it returned.



	1996
	The Cuishman headstone is stolen again, but later returned to Pechanga.



	2005
	The area surrounding the Temecula Indian Cemetery is paved and developed for commercial use. The City of Temecula deeds the cemetery parcel to the Pechanga Band of Indians.







GLOSSARY

The following are 'Atáaxum (Luiseño) names and words. The pronunciation provided uses English phonetics.

Aguanga: [agh-WONGA] A village name that was derived from the 'Atáaxum (Luiseño) word, 'awáa, meaning dog; place of the dogs.

Apis: [AH-pish] A surname, the name of traditional clan.

'Atáaxum: [ah-TAAX-hum] An Indigenous person. This term is generally used to refer to oneself or others within the collective Native community. This can also refer to people from other Tribes, but generally used to refer to people who speak the same language (Luiseño).

Cahuilla: [Kah-WE-yah] The Tribe east of the 'Atáaxum (Luiseño).

Calac: [cah-LACK] A surname, name of a traditional clan.

'Éxva Teméeku: [EHK-va Teh-MEH-coo] Where the World was created, according to the 'Atáaxum (Luiseño) oral tradition, and from which the name of the City of Temecula is derived. The name comes from 'éxla, which means the earth, the land, and Temét, the Sun, thus creating the place name where the heavens and earth came together to form the World.

'Éxla: [EHK-la] The earth, dirt, soil.

'Éxval: [EHK-vaul] Sand.

Káamalam: [KAH-mah-lam] The First People to be born into the World from the union of Túukumit (Father Night Sky) and Tamáayawut (Mother Day Earth). This refers to all things in the World including mountains, rocks, plants, and animals.

Káamalam Pomkí: [KAH-mah-lam Pom-KEY] The house of the Káamalam, located on Pu'éska Mountain.

Móyla: [MOY-la] The Moon. Also known as the reincarnated Wuyóot who returned as the Moon three days after his death to continue to be with the Káamalam.

Páa'ila: [PAH-ela] Pond turtle. Also a Traditional clan name for a family from the Temecula Village, who still reside at Pechanga. Historically, the name was translated into Spanish, Tortuga, a name by which the family is also known.

Pauba: [PAUGH-ba] The name of the historic village where the Temecula people hid before the Temecula Massacre. The Mexican Rancho in which it was later located is also called by this name.

Pauma: [PAUGH-ma] The name of a historic village and the name of the reservation of the Pauma Band of Luiseño Indians. The Mexican Rancho of José Serrano was also called Pauma.

Pávkun: [PAHV-koon] The historic Temecula Cemetery where the Temecula Massacre victims are buried.

Pechanga: [peh-CHONG-ga] The name of the reservation established for the Native people evicted from their traditional village. This reservation is located adjacent to the City of Temecula’s southern boundary. The Pechanga Reservation was established by Executive Order on June 27, 1882.

Pu'éska: [puh-ESKA] A sacred hill in Temecula. The name of the hill upon which the Creation of the World occurred and is the home of the Káamalam.

Şóova: [SHOW-va]: The name of the village where the Mormon Battalion camped before reaching Temecula.

Şúukat: [SHOE-cut] Deer. The first of the Káamalam to agree to become food after Wuyóot’s death.

Tamáayawut: [tah-MY-ya-whoot] Mother Day Earth. She
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