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			Introduction

			Over the past sixteen years, I preached almost one thousand spontaneous messages through the Bible (a chapter or so per message) for the various radio stations God placed in our path to manage and program.1

			
				1	You may download the free App Jubilee Radio from the iTunes store to listen to our English radio signal (In Spanish the App is Fuerza de Paz).

			

			Several years ago the Lord impressed my spirit to translate at least one hundred of these messages into English and to publish them. The completion and publication of this book brings the total of translated messages to ninety-nine, with the sixteen chapters found in this book coming from original radio messages preached before a live audience at Salón Los Héroes in Bogotá.

			****

			Bible prophecies often overlap to a certain degree. This is true of most of the prophetic books including Revelation. To make prophecy less confusing, think of these overlaps as snapshots of a future event taken from different angles. Each one offers a bit of new detail and perspective.

			God uses prophecy to deliver his message on multiple levels – to an individual or a nation, and in some cases, to reveal end-time events. The natural and the spiritual realms are linked and as you will see in this book, a lot of action is about to take place on both sides of the veil (1 Corinthians 15:46).

			The books of the first half of the Old Testament include narrative that on the surface doesn’t seem to be overtly prophetic. However, this book will show that it contains often-overlooked surprises, including passages found in First and Second Kings. And while the Old Testament is ripe with these messages, for this book I have narrowed the focus to portions pertaining to the ministries of Elijah and Elisha.

			Please note that 2 Kings chapters 3-10 undoubtedly overlap to some extent and present different facets of the same truth from different angles. It may be confusing to think of this prophetically as a straight chronology. Also, the years that the different kings from Israel and from Judah were in power sometimes seem a bit out of sync. Bear in mind that, particularly with Judah, King David set a precedent when he proclaimed Solomon king before his death. This could also have happened in the transition from Jehoshaphat to Jehoram (as well as others). Similarly, the dating for the reigns of the kings is often plus or minus one year for reasons such as counting the first and final years as full years, even if the king reigned for less than twelve months. So, if you add the total years of the kings of Israel and compare this with the total of the kings of Judah, the two sums aren’t the same due to such factors.

			It is amazing that the spectacular prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elisha took place in the midst of the apostate kingdom of Israel and not in Judah. Elijah is only mentioned once in the book of 2 Chronicles (which likely was written by the scribes and priests at the temple in Jerusalem). Yet it is at the darkest and most corrupt time in history that God’s prophets really shine. And it is remarkable how much love, mercy, and miraculous opportunity God poured out upon wicked kings and an apostate people who abused his name. In the center of all of this, we find the ministries of Elijah and Elisha. This inspires hope for the present situation of God’s people, as we are also in the midst of a very dark and corrupt hour.

			As you read this book, the desire of my heart is that God will ignite new hope within you for his people in America, Israel, and around the world, even as the prospect of serious imminent judgment intensifies. We live in the midst of a flurry of signs in the sun, moon, and stars including solar eclipses and blood moons that according to Genesis 1:14 are to divide the day from the night and for signs and for appointed times and for days and years.

			On the new moon of September 13, 2015, which was the Jewish New Year of the sacred calendar, we entered into the seventh year of the seventh seven-year cycle since the last year of Jubilee in 1967. On September 28, the full moon was a spectacular blood moon – the fourth in a series, which alternated between Passover and Tabernacles, approximately every six months over the previous two years. In the fall of 2016, we will enter into the seventieth year of Jubilee since the book of Leviticus was written circa 1483 BC. Could this have anything to do with the year of liberty mentioned in Ezekiel 46:16-17?

			If the above is true, the New Year, which began on September 13, will be the 490th Sabbatical year of rest since Leviticus 23 was dictated by God to Moses, marking the close of 3500 years of history (three and one half prophetic days if one day is as a thousand years before the Lord, Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8). Could this have anything to do with Jesus’ admonition that we should forgive our brother up to seventy times seven (Matthew 18:22)? Is God’s judgment about to fall upon Israel and the church in a way similar to what happened in Israel to Jezebel and the worshippers of Baal and the house of Ahab in the days of Elijah and Elisha? Are the tares about to be removed from among the wheat (Matthew 13:30, 38)? Is the account written in First and Second Kings there for our benefit and admonition?

			Now all these things happened unto them as types, and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come. 
(1 Corinthians 10:11)

			Truly a new day in God is before us. For those whose hearts are pure, this new day will bring unprecedented opportunity to reach out with a double portion of the unfailing love of God, even to our worst enemies. I am a witness to the victorious power of the love of God. Time and time again I’ve not only been miraculously delivered from my enemies, but they have also come and made peace with me (Proverbs 16:7).

			I’ve been able to stand firm and prevail unscathed in the midst of every type of trial and turmoil imaginable. What I have witnessed and experienced convinces me more than ever that the message in this book is true – we are in the midst of the prophetic fulfillment of the story of Elijah and Elisha.

			Charity [the love of God] is never lost, but prophecies shall come to an end, tongues shall cease, and knowledge shall come to an end. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see as through a mirror, in darkness, but then we shall see face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know even as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
(1 Corinthians 13:8-13)

			Part 1

			The Church Age is Closing

			Chapter 1

			Apostasy of Kings and the Church

			First Kings 16 describes a twelve-year period of prosperity, palace intrigue, and ever-increasing apostasy in the northern kingdom of Israel. Judah also experienced decay and corruption at this time but to a lesser degree. In this type of environment, power, opportunity, and prosperity accelerated the effects of corruption like yeast in a lump of dough.

			In some ways, this parallels the history of the church as well as the trajectory of the United States with God’s many attempts throughout human history to have a “clean” people. Those who founded the United States sought freedom to follow the Lord according to conscience. They found freedom along with adversity, and in our nation’s history there were at least three times when God touched the entire nation. During this Great Awakening, it is estimated that over half of the U.S. population coast to coast was converted.

			As with Israel in the book of 1 Kings, our nation hasn’t really been on track with God for at least four generations, while the effects of corruption continue to rise in a geometric progression. Something evil is going on in America that is different from the problems in Colombia and many other parts of the world. America has people who don’t want to know anything about God. In fact, they desire to do away with anyone who mentions God. Their goal is to persecute and extinguish even the memory of God (Romans 1:19-32).

			Israel, and later Judah, was at a similar place culturally. They reached the point that even if they happened to have a “good” king, he was unable (or unwilling) to do anything about the demonic culture being imposed. For example, when good King Asa of Judah was under pressure from Baasha, king of Israel, he didn’t seek the Lord with all his heart. Instead, he took money from the house of the Lord and hired an enemy – King Benhadad of Syria – to attack Israel (1 Kings 15:18-22). Why? Because his vision and his faith (even with a good heart) were very weak. He no longer believed he could face things in the name of the Lord. As a result, he didn’t even ask: What does God think?

			It seems to me that we have many people like this in the world today. They seek solutions to problems they see, and they even claim to believe in God, but in reality, they don’t have much faith.

			It is in a similar environment of almost total spiritual darkness that we come to King Ahab of Israel who did evil in the sight of the LORD above all that were before him … and he took to wife Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal and worshipped him (1 Kings 16:30-31).

			Baal is the god of prosperity of this world. This is the principle problem within the church and the United States today with many eager to have their ears tickled with the “prosperity gospel.”

			Then Elijah, the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. (1 Kings 17:1)

			Elijah came seemingly out of nowhere and with no genealogy. We know nothing of his background or training. Because of this lack of credentials, Ahab may not have taken him seriously at first. Soon, however, Elijah had Ahab’s undivided attention. Notice the judgment he proclaimed didn’t deal in hours, days, weeks, or months. It is a judgment of years: As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word (1 Kings 17:1).

			This wasn’t the first time God dealt with mankind in this way. Think of Adam and Eve. They lost their standing before God and were expelled from his presence, and mankind has lived in this tragic state for the past six thousand years. At the time when Elijah delivered God’s prophecy to Ahab, Israel (the people of God) was already generations into such serious apostasy that it would prove terminal for the northern kingdom.

			In 1 Kings we see a prophetic voice come abruptly on the scene – a voice sent from the direct presence of God. This verse offers an example of the multi-faceted aspect of prophecy I spoke about in the introduction of this book. It not only applied to what was happening in Israel at the time, but is also prophetic regarding future events (Malachi 4:5; Luke 1:17) relating to the first and second coming of Jesus Christ.

			Israel had gone from bad to worse until Elijah, whom the LORD delegated, confronted the most evil king they had ever had. After Elijah delivered God’s warning that there would be no rain or dew until God gave the word, he disappeared from the sight of the king and everyone else. The heavens were shut up for three years and six months in accordance to the word he delivered, while he remained steadfast, even though he was despised in Israel (Luke 4:24-25).

			In the Scriptures, the word of a true prophet of God always remains firm, unlike many who pass for prophets among the people of God today who claim a large percentage of their “prophecies” come true. Those who write horoscopes in the newspapers can also claim a similar degree of accuracy. The fact is that Scripture says a true prophet of God must be one hundred percent accurate. Not one word can fail (Deuteronomy 18:20-22). This was the case with Moses, Samuel, Elijah, and with the Lord Jesus. And the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19:10). True prophets can be very unpopular.

			Elijah was sent by God, seemingly out of nowhere in the time of Israel’s darkest hour. Elijah didn’t mess around. His message wasn’t superficial. Look one more time at the message he delivered. As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word (1 Kings 17:1).

			Dew and rain represent the Word and the revelation of the Lord in Scripture.

			Behold, the days come, said the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine to the earth, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it (Amos 8:11-12).

			And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Leave this place and turn to the east and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan, and thou shalt drink of the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 
(1 Kings 17:2-4)

			Is the raven a clean bird? No. It is an unclean scavenger.

			So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD; for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before the Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning and flesh in the evening, and he drank from the brook.(1 Kings 17:5-6)

			Where did the ravens get the bread and flesh?

			And it came to pass after a while that the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, go to Zarephath of Zidon, and thou shalt dwell there. (1 Kings 17:7-9)

			God sent Elijah out of the Promised Land. Zarephath means “place of refining.”

			Behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. (1 Kings 17:9)

			This widow woman wasn’t an Israelite; she was in Zidon, which means “fishing.”

			So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks; and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her again and said, Bring me also, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand.

			And she said, As the LORD thy God lives, I have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a pitcher and a little oil in a cruse, and now I was gathering two sticks that I may go in and prepare it for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.

			And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said, but first make me a little cake of bread baked under the ashes and bring it unto me, and afterwards thou shalt make for thee and for thy son. For thus hath said the LORD God of Israel, The pitcher of meal shall not be consumed, neither shall the cruse of oil fail until that day when the LORD shall send rain upon the earth.

			And she went and did as Elijah told her; and he and she and her house ate for many days. And the pitcher of meal was not consumed, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD which he spoke by Elijah. (1 Kings 17:10-16)

			He did all this in the house of a pagan widow who sustained the prophet Elijah, until the Lord sent rain upon the earth. For many of us, the Lord has strategically placed someone in our lives to sustain us in a similar fashion when we’ve had nothing or seemed weak. God provided through this widow. She supplied Elijah’s need, according to the Word of the Lord at a time in history when the blessing wasn’t supposed to be for the Gentiles. This would be like using a non-Christian today.

			Many tell us that it’s not the right time or dispensation for God to act, but the prophet Haggai prophesied that the right time is when the Lord says (Haggai 1:2-11). Paul wrote to Timothy and encouraged him to be ready in season and out of season. Why? Because even if it isn’t the right time for others, it may be the right time for us.

			When we are told it’s not the right time or season for God to use us, or we aren’t in the right dispensation, that we must wait, or God used people in the past and will do many wonderful things in the future, but now isn’t the right time, we must always remember: the right time is when God says.

			The helpless, starving widow was God’s provision for Elijah. God moved the prophet and at the same time prepared the widow. Then things got even more interesting:

			And it came to pass after these things that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? Art thou come unto me to call my iniquity to remembrance and to cause my son to die?

			And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom and carried him up into the chamber where he abode and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the LORD and said, O LORD my God, hast thou even brought evil upon the widow, with whom I sojourn, by killing her son?

			And he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried unto the LORD and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again. And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child and brought him down out of the chamber into the house and delivered him unto his mother, and Elijah said, See, thy son lives.

			Then the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God and that the word of the LORD is true in thy mouth. 
(1 Kings 17:17-24)

			The priests down at the temple took great care to protect their holy things. If anything unclean touched an item, it became contaminated. Even their sacrifices, the meat of their offerings – which was sacred to God – became unclean if it touched anything unclean (Haggai 2:13). This is the case with everything relating to the religion of men. Everything can become easily contaminated.

			God began something new with Elijah, which had the possibility to increase and spread. Elijah gave rise to Elisha, and Elisha desired and discovered how to receive a double portion of what Elijah had. Elijah and Elisha are examples for all of us, but this is nothing in comparison with our Lord Jesus who isn’t limited to a double portion. He has boundless resources and unlimited anointing. Right now, he is seated at the right hand of the Father with all authority, with all power, and with no limits.

			Whatever he touches, no matter how unclean or contaminated, no matter how dead, can revive and live. When he places his hand upon someone, he can leave that person clean and alive even though at the beginning they were dead and unclean.

			We are very close to a spiritual tipping point in history, and in order to go where we need to go, we need a direct encounter with the life of God. God has a new day on the horizon. The day of man has moved from bad to worse. All sorts of intrigues of power and corruption have intermingled among the people of God – corruption that will continue to grow and fester, until it is confronted with the life of God.

			The prophet Elijah not only stopped the blessing (rain) from God upon the perverted religious system of his day, he also began something new – something initiated by God. The parallels for our present day and age are incredibly exciting. Very little about Elijah was kosher according to the established religion of Israel. Think about it. First, unclean ravens fed him, and then a Gentile widow sustained him.

			According to the Law, nothing about him was clean. But what made all of this clean and acceptable to God (ravens, Gentile widow, camel’s-hair cloak, unclean food, etc.) was the genuine life of God within Elijah. He truly lived in the presence of God. Elijah had something others didn’t have – direct access to God. When God declares someone clean, they are really clean (Acts 10:15). The Gentile widow woman actually said: Now by this I know that thou art a man of God and that the word of the LORD is true in thy mouth (1 Kings 17:24).

			When Jesus passed by a funeral procession, he went over and touched the corpse, and the young man came back to life (Luke 7:12-15). Touching the dead was unthinkable for the Jews. If they touched a corpse, it made them unclean and required a long, complicated process in order to be cleansed.

			I have encountered “messianic” Jews who refuse to even consider that Jesus would do such a thing, because they lack the faith and vision to see what Jesus showed by his example. Instead, they think the gospel account is in error – that Jesus, as a pious Jew, would never have contemplated touching a corpse or leper. When Jesus touched the corpse, instead of him becoming unclean, the corpse revived to life. This was a sign pointing to who he is and that his Word is true.

			When Elijah brought the pagan widow lady’s son back to life, she wasn’t concerned with religious rules or labels. Instead, when her son came back to life, it was infallible proof that she had a genuine man of God under her roof, and the Word of the LORD in his mouth was true.

			In our present-day culture, we have a religious sphere where everything that touches the life of the natural man becomes contaminated – unclean and dead – a place among the sons of Adam, void of the life of God. Many put on a false impression of being religious and pretending that they have something: they dress in a certain manner, speak with religious vocabulary, and attend solemn rituals. Some have spectacular buildings and beautiful music. Many live as if it is acceptable to be religious on the outside while living a lifestyle of hidden sin.

			The reality is that they can’t really cleanse anything with such actions. Jesus compared people like this to whitewashed tombs, beautiful on the outside while rotten and corrupt on the inside. Everything they touch becomes contaminated, not just in church and not just in religion. Everything touched by the natural man in the economic realm or concerning government and society in general is corrupted. All of this will continue on its present disastrous course until confronted by the true presence of God.

			God desires to place his presence in us. He desires to reveal an end-time Elijah company, for the anointing of Elijah to become the double portion of Elisha and for all of this to introduce us to the unlimited realm of Jesus Christ, until Christ becomes all and in all (Colossians 3:10-11).

			Elijah means “the LORD is God.” Elisha means “God of the coming (one).” John the Baptist is typed with Elijah (Matthew 11:14). Elisha is typed with the coming One (Jesus Christ). Scripture states that end-time events will be as in the days of Noah (Luke 17:26), which leads us to the question: What was going on in the days of Noah?

			Those days were, in fact, very similar to the description of what was taking place in Israel in 1 Kings 15 and 16 and also parallel to what is presently happening in places like Bogotá, Miami, and other places all over the world today. Corruption will grow worse until it is confronted with the life of the Lord – life he desires to place into people like us, into those who corporately make up the body of Christ.

			If we are at a crossroads – a turning point in history – when God desires to effect a major change, we may see it more clearly in the days ahead as we look back. Indicators show we are rapidly approaching a historic moment in which the Lord will place a small remnant to stand and confront the present corruption. This remnant may include some of us.

			Scripture doesn’t indicate that Elijah had an impressive background or education or that he was a proven leader. Nothing. All we know for sure is his name: Elijah the Tishbite (meaning stranger) who was of the inhabitants of Gilead (meaning hill of the testimony).

			Elijah didn’t come forward on his own initiative. An alternate interpretation of the name Elijah is “God Himself.” Elijah said that he stood before the LORD. He had access to the presence of God. This trumps everything else.

			What we do and say on our own will have no tangible effect on the crazed and enraged world around us. In order to combat the corruption, someone who is clean in God’s eyes and who will do and say only what God wants is required. Jesus said that it’s not necessary for us to prepare what we are going to say in advance. He promises to give us the right words at the proper time (Matthew 10:19).

			When the Lord decides it is the right time, some of us will be involved in a head-on collision with the corrupt system of this world. Scripture declares that the day of the LORD shall begin with gloom and darkness. At first, things will appear completely hopeless, but later there shall be light.

			The first time I returned to the U.S. after 9/11, all the security at airports and the borders amazed me. These all-out attempts were made to keep out potential terrorists, but looking at this from a spiritual point of view, we’ve already been invaded by demonic enemies.

			Only a small remnant of people filled with the presence of God is left. The situation is far gone, and we are spending huge sums of money on security and defense in the natural realm while our spiritual defenses are almost completely breached.

			The most serious problem we face in Colombia isn’t the guerrillas, the paramilitary, the narcos, or even the common delinquents. The real problem in Colombia is centered in each corrupt heart, whether it is found in school children, college students, politicians, or anyone else. The sad fact is that the real problem is centered in the hearts of almost everyone.

			As long as we seek to solve the problem in any place other than our hearts, we will continue in defeat. We need to understand that the first priority, as far as the Lord is concerned, is to cleanse our hearts.

			God may use those with a pure heart as he desires. Being used of God isn’t difficult. It doesn’t require a diploma or degree, nor does our age limit our effectiveness for God. Paul reminded Timothy of this when he told him, Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the faithful in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity (1 Timothy 4:12).

			God is about to do things no one has ever seen before – to use people who, in the eyes of many, would never amount to anything. When he decided to shake things up in Israel, he brought someone on the scene no one knew anything about – a guy who lived on a remote mountain (located outside the borders of their realm). This man announced the only credentials he needed. He said in effect, “I come from the presence of God!”

			They had never seen Elijah, until the day he stood before King Ahab in the middle of the worst evil mess in the history of the nation of Israel and announced, As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word (1 Kings 17:1).

			In the New Testament, we learn Elijah was a man like us. He prayed and God heard him (James 5:17). Elijah didn’t have to raise his voice or even repeat himself. When I read this, you know what I think? I think many, many people pray today who aren’t being heard. Even with numerous and repetitious prayer meetings, God doesn’t seem to respond in the way he consistently responded to Elijah. In fact, many prayer meetings of today have more in common with the prophets of Baal.

			Jesus said the pure in heart shall see God (Matthew 5:8). A pure heart trumps religiosity every time. The pure in heart will be intimately involved with God as he unveils his special plans. If, at the time of opportunity we refuse to receive his Word and don’t allow him to awaken his Spirit in us, then the opportunity won’t be for us. It will be for others. I am convinced that we stand at the threshold of a great opportunity. Even if I am mistaken about end-time events, if you follow the advice I offer in this book, it will do you good.

			If we have allowed the LORD to cleanse our hearts, the time will come when God will work through us in ways that may seem off base or even crazy to others. However, if you allow God to cleanse you, he will use you. This is what happened with Elijah – a down-to-earth, common person like any of us.

			Let Us Pray:

			Lord, we ask that this example may be clear, that we may understand that your life and what you consider to be clean is very different from what is taught by the religion of men. May we understand the importance of having pure hearts so we may have unlimited vision to go forward wherever you send us. Amen.

			Chapter 2

			The Altar and the Gospel

			And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. (1 Kings 18:1)

			Many references to the third day or the third year can be found in Scripture. For instance, Jesus said he would be resurrected on the third day. The number three refers to life, resurrection, and restoration. The Word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year of a tremendous drought. With that in mind, let’s consider the following:

			We are presently entering the third millennium (or third prophetic day) since the first coming of the Lord Jesus. Our situation hasn’t been that wonderful up until now. We still have numerous people worshipping God and the god of worldly prosperity (Baal) at the same time. They seek their own pleasure and try to keep God happy at the same time. This mirrors the situation taking place in the days of Elijah and King Ahab.

			And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab. And there was a severe famine in Samaria. (1 Kings 18:2)

			Remember that not even one drop of rain or dew had fallen in years. In the same way, the church has languished in a spiritual drought for a very long time. Historians look at all that happened in the early church and try to explain the impotence of the modern church by saying conditions were very different back then. Some theologians think we’ve experienced the silence of God since the death of the first century apostles! Others who have mixed the gospel of prosperity – the gospel of Baal – with the gospel of Jesus Christ are in the midst of a flurry of seemingly supernatural activity. This reminds us once again to reconsider the prophecy of Amos that talks about a famine to the earth, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD (Amos 8:11).

			Many today invent their own word of faith. Others unite with a person, organization, or movement instead of to the Lord. Those who hear directly from the Lord are scarce. Even for those who have the privilege of attending meetings where the preacher hears from God, the blessing is limited. Unless each person hears directly from the Lord, they won’t receive the grace to fulfill the will of God.

			And Ahab called Obadiah, who was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, for when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took one hundred prophets and hid them in groups of fifty in caves and sustained them with bread and water). (1 Kings 18:3-4)

			Obadiah (servant or worshipper of the LORD) feared the Lord but didn’t have direct contact with him. Elijah, on the other hand, not only feared the Lord but also had direct contact with the Lord – a big difference.

			And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go through the land to all the fountains of water and to all the brooks; peradventure we may find herbage to save the horses and mules alive that we not lose all the beasts. (1 Kings 18:5)

			Deuteronomy 17:16 warns that the kings of Israel weren’t to multiply horses for themselves. Solomon and others rebelled against this directive, and the consequences led to the serious famine of Elijah’s day. And note that even though people were in danger of starvation, the foremost priority on the mind of Ahab was to not lose all his beasts.

			In Scripture beasts can be symbolic of humans who walk according to the flesh. Ahab, meaning “father’s brother” (uncle), wanted to believe in God but also wanted to seek everything the world had to offer. Today we call such people carnal Christians. In fact, this is why Ahab married Jezebel and why he allowed her to keep all those false prophets.

			True prophets were extremely scarce but so was green grass! Ahab’s beasts were in danger of starvation. Spiritually this meant the famine was so bad it was interfering with Ahab’s ability to walk after the flesh. The same end-time scene is also described in Revelation 8:7 when the first trumpet is blown and all the green grass is destroyed.

			So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it; Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. And as Obadiah was in the way, Elijah met him; and when he recognized him, he fell on his face, and said, Art thou not my lord Elijah? And he answered him, I am; go, tell thy lord, Behold Elijah [Heb. The LORD is God]. And he said, In what way have I sinned that thou should deliver thy slave into the hand of Ahab, for him to slay me? 
(1 Kings 18:6-9)

			When Obadiah met Elijah along the way, he feared Elijah would disappear and that Ahab would kill him for not arresting the prophet. For many years, no one cared much for the true prophets of God. Obadiah had hidden two groups of fifty persecuted prophets in caves. Fifty is the number representing Pentecost, and the Feast of Pentecost is representative of the church age over the past two prophetic days (one thousand years per day, 2 Peter 3:8) in the midst of severe spiritual famine. Through all this time, many servants of the LORD, like Obadiah, have feared the Lord but lacked the direct personal fellowship and intimate communion with God the Father. Obadiah continued:

			As the LORD thy God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek thee; and when they all said, He is not here; he has caused kingdoms and nations to swear an oath if they have found thee or not. And now thou sayest, Go tell thy lord, Behold Elijah. And it shall come to pass as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee where I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me; but I, thy slave, fear the LORD from my youth. Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets in groups of fifty in

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					The time is near

					The blow can come at any time

					We are living in a time of historic change very few are picking up on
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