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			Deb and her family and 
all the fierce girls who will follow

		

	
		
			
			
				Dear Reader,

				As Sally Ride and Marian Wright Edelman both powerfully said, “You can’t be what you can’t see.” When Sally said that, she meant that it was hard to dream of being an astronaut, like she was, or a doctor or an athlete or anything at all if you didn’t see someone like you who already had lived that dream. She especially was talking about seeing women in jobs that historically were held by men.

				I wrote the first She Persisted and the books that came after it because I wanted young girls—and children of all genders—to see women who worked hard to live their dreams. And I wanted all of us to see examples of persistence in the face of different challenges to help inspire us in our own lives.

				I’m so thrilled now to partner with a sisterhood of writers to bring longer, more in-depth versions of these stories of women’s persistence and achievement to readers. I hope you enjoy these chapter books as much as I do and find them inspiring and empowering.

				And remember: If anyone ever tells you no, if anyone ever says your voice isn’t important or your dreams are too big, remember these women. They persisted and so should you.

				Warmly,

				Chelsea Clinton
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				Chapter 1

				

				Destined to Serve

			
			When Debra “Deb” Haaland was a child, she never would have dreamed she would become one of the most powerful Native women in the United States government. Deb says, “I wasn’t the type of child that said, ‘Oh, I want to be a congresswoman when I grow up. I want to be president.’ I never said any of that.” But she would rise to the top, and her Native voice would be heard.

			Debra Anne Haaland was born in Winslow, Arizona, on December 2, 1960. Deb’s mother, Mary Elizabeth Toya, was a citizen of the Pueblo of Laguna, a Native Nation in New Mexico. Deb’s dad, John David “Dutch” Haaland, was a Norwegian American born in New London, Minnesota, whose grandparents had immigrated to the United States from Koivisto, Norway.

			Deb’s parents were both in the military, stationed at Treasure Island military base in San Francisco, California, where they met and married. Deb’s mom was in the navy and Deb’s dad was in the Marine Corps.

			Deb had two older sisters named Denise and Zoe, and a younger brother named John. Since they were a military family, they moved around a lot. The Haaland family moved to a different base almost every two years, traveling across the country from Quantico, Virginia, to Oceanside, California, and to their homeland at the Pueblo of Laguna in New Mexico. They moved so much that Deb went to thirteen different public schools as a child.

			At each of the places they moved, Deb’s dad would always make sure to take the children outside to enjoy nature. They would take walks on the beach in California and hike the sandy desert trails in New Mexico.

			Even though Deb’s family moved so much, she never got too upset by it. The family packed up whenever they were ordered to. Deb made new friends and lived in new homes and neighborhoods each time she moved. Deb considered herself a “military brat” because she was able to get used to all the changes easily with each new situation.

			When Deb’s mom left the navy, she began working for the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The BIA is part of the Department of the Interior in the United States government, and its role today is to help the government work with Native Nations and provide services they need. There, she provided educational services to Natives and Alaskan Natives as a teacher’s aide, secretary, and later office manager for the superintendent of schools.
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			Deb’s dad stayed on as an officer in the United States Marine Corps for thirty years. During this time, he spent two years fighting in the Vietnam War, where he saved six men’s lives while risking his own. Dutch was awarded two Purple Hearts and a Silver Star for his bravery in Vietnam. While her father was away at war, Deb and her sisters and brother would write him letters almost every day. Writing letters helps soldiers and their families keep connected from far away. Even though Deb missed him, she understood that he couldn’t be with their family because he had a big responsibility to do his duty in the military. She learned from both of her parents what service to her country meant.

			
				[image: Drawing of young Deb Haaland and her three siblings sitting around a kitchen table, each writing or drawing letters to their father in the military, with stacks of paper, pencils, and stamped envelopes spread across the tabletop.]
			

			After Deb’s dad came back from Vietnam, the family would gather at the kitchen table to watch the evening news. Deb would sometimes see her dad cry when the news of the Vietnam War came on. When she grew up, she understood how hard it must have been to go to war.

			In between different moves that Deb’s family made across the country, the Pueblo of Laguna always drew them home. Deb’s grandparents lived there, and Deb’s mom ensured that they would always have a connection to their Native community. Deb’s time there gave her some of the best years of her childhood.

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				

				Home Is Where the Heart Is

			
			The Pueblo of Laguna is about seventy miles west of Albuquerque, New Mexico. Albuquerque is the largest city in New Mexico, while Laguna Pueblo is a smaller Native community, a town in the open desert near mountains. Pueblo means “village” in Spanish. Laguna Pueblo is one of nineteen pueblos in New Mexico, each with its own separate Native government, modern homes, and people working both in the community and in nearby cities.

			Like all Native tribal nations, the Pueblo of Laguna is a sovereign nation. “Sovereign” means that tribes run their own governments and make their own decisions about their communities. Each Native Nation is considered a nation within a nation—that is, a Native Nation within the larger United States nation. Native people who belong to sovereign tribal Nations are citizens of both. In Deb’s case, she is a citizen of the Pueblo of Laguna and a citizen of the United States.

			The United States is very new compared to Native tribes and Nations. Deb’s ancestors lived in the Pueblo of Laguna for thousands of years before the United States became a country. Deb likes to say she is a thirty-fifth generation New Mexican!

			Deb’s mother made sure her children were connected to their Laguna Pueblo homeland and grandparents growing up. Deb’s grandparents on her mother’s side lived in both the Pueblo of Laguna and Winslow, Arizona. Native people often move to cities to work, and when they have ancestral homelands, they often go back to see family and community and for special occasions. Homelands have a special place in people’s hearts and have a sacred pull that never lets go.

			Deb’s grandparents were farmers from the small village of Mesita in Laguna Pueblo, where there is an agricultural tradition of harvesting vegetables from the land and living near the rivers that offer water. Mesita means “small table” in Spanish. The Laguna name for the village is Tsé Ch´ééhii, which means “red rocks pointing out horizontally.”

			There was no electricity in Deb’s grandparents’ one-room family home, so they relied on a clay-brick oven for heat and cooking. Deb’s grandmother did not like kids in the kitchen getting in the way while she cooked, so when Deb was very young, she steered clear. Still interested in what her grandmother was doing, though, she would watch through a kitchen window. Later she would copy what she saw her grandmother do: baking bread, cooking beans and chiles, and preparing fresh vegetables, including the ones her grandfather grew. Today Deb says she is proud that her grandparents’ growing and cooking methods have been passed down to her, and now she passes them down to her child.

			
				[image: Drawing of young Deb Haaland with long wavy hair standing outside a kitchen window, smiling and watching her grandmother, who is wearing glasses, a plaid shirt, and an apron, mixing dough in a large bowl on the counter, with a rolling pin and cooking pot nearby.]
			

			Back then, Deb’s grandma would ask her to haul water from the village well because there was no running water in the family home. Deb would go to the middle of the village, fill two buckets to the brim, and

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				[image: Drawing of Deb Haaland between her mother and grandmother, her mother resting a comforting hand on Deb's shoulder while they tell her about the experience of Indian boarding schools. A thought bubble above Deb's head shows the scenes she pictures: a hand scolding a child with a downcast expression while another sits with their hands covering their ears; a child lies in a bed with a thermometer; and a small grave marked with a cross and flowers.]
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