
      
        
          October 2023

          
		      
          S. H. Miah

        

        
          
          Muslim Fiction Project

        

      

    
Copyright © 2023 by S. H. Miah 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise without written permission from the publisher. It is illegal to copy this book, post it to a website, or distribute it by any other means without permission.
This publication is entirely a work of fiction. The names, characters and incidents portrayed in it are the work of the author's imagination. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events or localities is entirely coincidental.





  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Disclaimer
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    October 2023
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Watermelons
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Surfing stories 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Alphabet
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Waiting
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Pathways
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Immeasurable 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Problems
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Love
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Choices
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Mindfulness 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Rice and Curry
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Fajr
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Comparisons 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Heart vs Mind
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Ascension 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Duplicity 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Ally
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Creation
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Speak up
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Stand
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Keys
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Dreams
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Competition
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Will
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Luxury
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Concentration
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Plan
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Wisdom
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Care homes
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Birds
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Reaching Out
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Levels 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Wasteful
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Diary
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Essence
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Desensitised
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Abilities
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    True Writing
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    True Character
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Role Model
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Equal
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Blueprint
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Gurus
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Twigs 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Cannibalise
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Special 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Like jewels
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Writer
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Scope
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Work ethic
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Inflation
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Brand
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Completion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Meaning
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Capable
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Modernity
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Value
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Responsibility 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Nature
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Stopover 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Distraction 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Salutations 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    With purpose
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Deficiency
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Rubik’s Cube
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Procrastination 
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Jewel
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Servitude
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Special
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Copout?
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Holidays
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Changing Focus
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Disqualification
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Thanks
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Newsletter
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    About S. H. Miah
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    About MFP
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
      

    
  

Disclaimer


I ask readers to understand that, in telling any story of mine, a main character may do un-islamic or prohibited things due to their flaws or ignorance. I assure that there is a positive character arc at play in all my stories, and ask of you to remain patient and see it through.

JazakAllahu Khairan for reading.






October 2023


Another month, 
Another poetry collection.
I feel the world stretching
Out before me—
The world of possibilities.
Writers often speak
Of the creative well
And how it can grow
As dry as a creek
In the centre of a desert.
But I don’t feel
That feeling at all.
I feel as if I have a million more
Poems at my fingertips.
Creativity isn’t a well.
It’s more of an ocean,
Deep as the Pacific
With the width of the universe.
Stories are endless,
And so are their lessons.
So strap in, dear reader,
And absorb this monthly collection.




Watermelons


Watermelons are sweet, 
And juicy,
Red within like
The sun's bursts
Have been trapped inside.
The seeds are black and white,
Yet soft like what's outside—
I eat it now, fascinated
At the creation of Allah.
Technology has come far,
But we still can't
Artificially produce stems
Let alone a marvellous watermelon.




Surfing stories 


Drawing blood from a stone 
Is easier than putting
Pen to paper to write one's own
Stories.
Though they are infinite,
At times they feel inadequate, 
And at times the ink runs dry.
Blink and then you're high,
Once again on that wave of narrative,
Surfing until the ending
Comes within sight,
Only for you to hop on again 
For another roller coaster of a ride.




Alphabet


Ginny learns the alphabet. 
“A. B. C. D. E,” she says.
Her mother smiles, 
Pulls her into
An embrace that feels,
“Fabulous, that’s F.”
Her mother pulls back,
Gives her a smile,
And then she says,
“And G is for Ginny.”
Ginny laughs, then
Moves onto the other letters.
And her mother helps her—
Because the bond between
A mother and her daughter,
Can never be severed.




Waiting


Latif feels in over 
His head, as if a boulder
Is crushing his skull,
Turning it to pulp.

He’s in the waiting room,
Waiting for an eternity,
That never seems to come.
The wait feels an impossibility.

Latif raises his eyes,
And stares into the hospital lights.
The blue and white
Glares at him from up high.

Bodies swirl through the room.
Every time a door opens,
Latif looks again,
But finds no one.

The voices whirl around him. 
He is in a tornado of anxiety,
Thoughts flying into other thoughts,
Before they all crash to the shores

Of his tumultuous mind.
But Latif trusts in Allah
That his baby is fine.
Allah has never failed him before,

And will not fail him now.
Latif has faith in that reality—
That happiness is in Allah’s grasp
And will be given to those who ask.

Latif asks for safety,
Safety of his child.
And moments later,
That door opens

And out comes a little
Bundle of happiness,
Of joy, wrapped in a blanket,
He has Latif’s eyes

Latif’s nose,
His wife’s smile.
Latif never felt so blessed
Ever in his life.




Pathways


Arabic is a remarkable language. 
Each letter is easy to learn, to pronounce,
Once one gets the hang of it.
Some of us even learnt it in childhood.

And that’s all I thought it was.
But now that I’m learning more,
The doors have opened up,
And I see so many paths,

Each interlinking with one another,
Like crossroads across a journey—
The journey of knowledge.
And linking these paths

Is the common thread of Arabic.
But instead of dread,
I feel an excitement,
To take that first step.




Immeasurable 


What is life 
Except not a struggle
For better and better things?

Why do we strive for this world,
Then,
When the next is immeasurable?




Problems


Sometimes, 
We raise problems
Not realising that
We are the problem.
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