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Dedication

For Chren.

Thank you for being
Max’s great champion and
for getting in the trenches with us.

Onward and upward!
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Can you remember being born?

I can. I know I was a baby at the time, but I’ve got a really good memory.

There I was, all cozy and warm, watching TV. (If you’re feeling confused, yes, there was a TV in my mom’s tummy. There was probably one in your mom’s too, you just don’t remember.)

I was watching Captain Kickbutt, which is still the most awesome cartoon on TV, when suddenly there was this creaking sound.

It’s probably nothing, I told myself. Just something wrong with the plumbing again. I went back to my show. Then the walls began to wobble! To be honest, I thought we were having an earthquake.
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Now, you have to understand, these were the walls of my happy place. I’d spent a good nine months decorating! I’d hung up pictures, there was a mirror so that I had someone to talk to, even an inspirational quote or two on the fridge.

Then I heard someone say, “Looks like we’re having a baby!” Weird. I wanted to yell:
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But then things really started to move. I’ll spare you the details, but try to imagine . . . actually, don’t. Just don’t. Finally it was over, and FLASH-BUMP-BOING I was out and everyone could see my bum.
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The doctor gave me to my mom and dad, and they said things like, “It’s a boy” and “I can’t believe he’s real” and “His face looks a bit funny.” Yeah, well, I’d like to see your face after doing the obstacle course I just did. Cut me some slack, people!

Instead they cut the umbilical cord, took me home, and called me Max.


Even back then I was a funny kid.

I quickly discovered that no one had been entertaining my parents, so I figured that must be why they’d brought me on board.

My mom is a boss in a big company and my dad invents strange things in our backyard shed. They’re pretty busy, so I run the house. I make sure the meals get eaten, the clothes get dirtied, and the rooms get messed up so that there’s always something to clean at the end of the day. To be honest, I think my parents were a little lost before I came along.

It’s up to me to ask them questions they can’t answer. For example:
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It helps them stay mentally sharp.

After they’ve had a long and difficult day, I like to help them put their feet up, prop pillows behind their heads, and play the what-are-we-doing-tomorrow? game. It goes like this:
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You can play for hours. They love it. It helps them relax at the end of the day and I know that because the game nearly always ends with a conversation about going to bed.

And you know what? When Mom makes me hug her good night, I’m sure I can still hear the Captain Kickbutt theme song playing on repeat inside her tummy.

I always get in trouble for leaving the TV on.

A few years after I was born, Mom and Dad had another baby, my little sister, Rosie. That was probably a mistake though.
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They didn’t realize they’d won the lottery with me, even though I tried to tell them having a kid with my level of awesome was pretty rare. Lightning doesn’t strike in the same place twice, people! I was a blessing. Rosie’s a dingbat.

I take my job as Chief Walburt Entertainer (CWE) very seriously, although not everyone appreciates it. I dressed up as a clown once to try to make my grandpa laugh. For some reason, he really didn’t like that. He told me the only use for clowns was as food for the circus lions. Then he went and sat on the toilet for the rest of our visit.

My grandpa is a grump. Mom says he thinks Planet Earth is his house and everyone else popped in without asking. Dad says not to worry about it and just to pretend that Grandpa has that look on his face because you interrupted him sucking on a lemon.

I tried sucking on a lemon. It does do that to your face!
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But I don’t let party poopers like Grandpa stop me. Making people laugh is the best thing ever. It’s also pretty much the only thing I
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