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LOVE CONNECTS US ALL...

Even though she didn’t grow up with much Amanda Iversen has a loving family, supportive friends and, after years of struggling to overcome her humble beginnings—the perfect job. The one thing that’s truly missing is someone to share her life with. 

When her best friend pushes her into the crazy world of online dating, Amanda realizes that it’s more than she bargained for. Especially after she’s matched with tall, tanned, sinfully gorgeous Declan.

For Declan Sharpe, nothing matters more to him than honoring his grandfather’s memory by taking care of the family ranch. Life on the ranch means that he keeps to himself, too shy and solitary to go out into the world. That is until his friend signs him up for a dating app that promises to find the perfect match. Online dating is the last thing Declan wants to sign up for, and his life alone suits him just fine. Mostly. He’s sure signing up is the worst idea, but then he meets Amanda.

Amanda has been working her way up the corporate ladder for years. Declan spends his days on horseback. How can these two opposites ever make it past the first date?
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“You’re not going to the office party alone again, are you?”

Amanda Iversen bit back a sigh and a cringe at her best friend’s question. Today had started out so perfectly. The morning had been one of those gloriously cloudless skies, the sun drenching the surrounding mountains in pure gold. Traffic had moved at a steady pace on her way to work, she was on time, and everything seemed to be heading toward a fantastic day.

“I’m not allowing this again, Amanda.” Gina’s voice echoed over the phone. Amanda pictured her friend crossing her arms and then stomping her foot to complete the action.

She could always pretend she hadn’t heard any of this. Just delete the message, hang up her cell phone, and then get out of the parked car. Step into work, and go about her day like nothing had happened.

“Listen, when you get this message I want you to call me back immediately,” Gina’s insistent voice went on. “You’re too much of a catch to be going on like this.” The voice message ended on Gina’s dramatic sigh.

Oof. One of Gina’s dramatic sighs was serious business. Deleting the message entirely was probably courting trouble.

Releasing her own sigh that she’d been holding in Amanda hung up her phone, gathered her things, and got out of her car. Okay, so today’s perfect streak hit a snag with Gina’s voice message. That didn’t mean Amanda couldn’t enjoy the rest of it. She loved her job. The team at work was terrific, and every day was different. 

So what if she hadn’t been on a date in over a year?

Holding her head up, she made her way across the parking lot and stepped into the pristine offices. As usual, there was a hum of activity with receptionists answering the phones at the front desk and agents grabbing the documents they’d need for the day.

Just like she did every morning, Amanda set out the treats—this time it was warm muffins—on the front desk. 

One of the younger agents, Cole, poked his head out of his cubicle. “Do I smell cupcakes?”

“Close. I got muffins today.” Amanda chuckled.

Cole rushed over and chose a muffin from the box. “Blueberry. My favorite. Thanks, boss—you’re the best.”

There wasn’t any point in reminding Cole that she wasn’t really his boss. Since she worked as one of the firm’s brokers, she was here a lot more often than the managing director. Who was out of office most days doing important work.

As more staff headed over to grab the muffins, she took a few minutes to greet everyone and get caught up before stepping into her own office.

She’d come a long way from working in a cramped cubicle as an agent to having her own office as one of the firm’s brokers. Her hard work had paid off. She knew a lot of Colorado’s powerbrokers, made a very good living, and the managing director had entrusted her and the other brokers with the day-to-day operations of the firm. Not to mention the fact that she had a wonderful group of friends and she got the chance to volunteer for great causes on the side. Just last weekend she had organized a successful fundraiser for one of the town’s nursing homes. 

But something about Cole thinking of her as the boss started to get to her as she sat down at her desk. For a long time she had suspected that the men in her industry had kept their distance because of how far she had climbed. She hadn’t been asked out in ages. Her success had meant that she spent a lot of time being in charge and telling men what to do. Meanwhile, the female agents who worked as her subordinates were married or dating.

Shaking off her glum thoughts, she decided to focus on what always got her out of an emotional funk—work. The firm had just made some incredible acquisitions, and she was eager to get started.

By midmorning she had made headway, and took a second to stretch in her leather swivel chair. 

There was a knock on her office door, and before she could respond her best friend Gina swept into the office. “Thought you could escape, did you?”

Amanda forced herself to look as unbothered as possible, when in reality she knew Gina’s unexpected visit meant that she was in for it. If there was one thing her best friend did not appreciate, it was being ignored.

Crap. She figured she had a few days before she had to face Gina about the voice message. 

“Good morning, Gina,” Amanda said, keeping her tone light and breezy. “Have a seat. Would you like some coffee?”

“I didn’t come here for coffee.” Gina threw herself onto one of the available chairs with a flourish. 

“Shouldn’t you be at work?” Amanda asked, trying desperately to hint that now might not be the best time for Gina’s ever-increasing concern over her personal life.

“I should. But I begged to switch with one of the other vet assistants,” Gina explained. “Do you know why, Amanda? Do you?”

“No.” Amanda chanced a smile. “Are you going to tell me why?”

“Because this is an emergency.” Gina pounded her fist onto her palm, her eyes flashing. “I got an e-mail invitation to your firm’s office party.”

“We have one every quarter; it’s not that unusual.”

“Of course it’s not unusual. Everyone in town goes to those things.” She brushed her golden bangs out of her eyes with a graceful sweep of her hand. “And everyone brings a date.”

“That’s an exaggeration,” Amanda said gently. “Some people go alone.”

“Yes. You,” Gina said in an accusing tone. 

Amanda should have expected that things would come to a dramatic head like this. Ever since elementary school, Gina had been like a mother hen. Always fussing. Always checking to make sure that her loved ones were well fed, or safe, or happy. It was just Gina’s way. 

Just like it was Amanda’s way to buy her best friend gifts she knew she would love. Or plan elaborate surprise birthday parties that Gina always pretended to be surprised by.

“I don’t need a date, you know,” Amanda grumbled. It was no use hiding her irritation now. Gina was like a bloodhound when she got like this. Ever since she had found the love of her life, Gina had made it her mission to do the same for her loved ones. Right now, her prime target was Amanda. “You need to get back out there,” Gina said. “When was the last time you went on a date?”

“Uh...” Amanda knew the answer perfectly well. She just knew that saying it out loud would push Gina over the edge. A lecture, or worse, would follow. Amanda could just see the endless list of blind dates with Gina’s single male relatives. Too awkward for words. 

“Stop stalling, sweetie. We both know it’s been a year. Probably more,” Gina said.

“I’ve been busy. Work keeps me occupied,” Amanda reminded her friend. 

“A fine excuse,” Gina said with narrowed eyes. “You’re the one who always used to dream about your wedding when we were kids. How are you going to get that if you don’t try?”

“I do try,” Amanda said in a quiet voice. “I try very much. But it doesn’t seem to be getting me anywhere. Men aren’t interested.”

Sympathy softened Gina’s features. “Oh, sweetheart.”

“I’m not like you, Gina. You’re direct and I’m just not.” Amanda sighed. “Trying extra hard works in business, but when it comes to relationships it doesn’t seem to work for me. Trying to subtly show men how single and available I am just makes me feel desperate. They probably think I’m clingy or something. It’s no wonder I repel them. Sometimes I think there’s something wrong with me.”

“No, there’s absolutely nothing wrong with you,” Gina said firmly. “Any man would be lucky to have a woman like you. More than lucky. You don’t repel anyone. Men are just intimidated. A man has to measure up to earn a woman like you, and most men don’t want to put in the work.”

“So I put men off because I’ve got my life together.” Her stomach twisted. Earlier this morning she’d worried that having her success had actually made things more difficult for her on the dating market. Now Gina seemed to be confirming it.

“You’ve accomplished so much, and you aren’t even thirty,” Gina said. “I know there’s a guy out there who will see how special you are.”

If she was being honest with herself, despite all her success part of Amanda had known for a long time that something was missing. There had been moments she had been wistful at seeing happy couples. If only she could find the right man for her. A man who would sweep her off her feet. Dazzle her. Romance her. So far, the majority of the guys she had dated had been duds. Most of them had dismissed her ambitions. Tried to talk her out of her goals. Then, when she finally became a broker, guys just seemed to stop asking her out altogether. Here she was at the pinnacle of her success, with no one to share it with. 

A pang of loneliness twisted through her. When she worked, or went out with her friends, it was much easier to suppress that loneliness. Until she had moments to herself that seemed to stretch on for so long. 

“I’m not going to hold myself back just to get a guy,” she said finally. “I still want to settle down, but that doesn’t mean I want to settle. Does that make sense?”

“I’d never ask you to settle,” Gina said. “You could try casting a wider net, though.”

Amanda groaned. Why did she get the feeling that a wider net meant dates with the seemingly ever- growing list of Gina’s cousins? “I’m afraid to ask.”

“There’s this new dating app that my coworker was telling me
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