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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.
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He was the god of war and the Greeks did not particularly like him, which was a specific and interesting situation for a civilization that spent a great deal of its time at war.

This is the story of Ares — son of Zeus and Hera, Olympian god of war, the divine being whose domain was the most immediately and the most comprehensively present of all the divine domains in the specific and daily reality of the ancient Greek world's experience, and who was nonetheless regarded with the specific mixture of acknowledgment and discomfort that the Greeks most consistently directed toward the thing they most consistently did.

It is the story of what war was from the divine perspective — what the god of war understood about the thing he governed that the mortals who fought in wars and died in wars and built civilizations on the outcomes of wars did not and could not understand from inside the experiencing.

It is the story of Aphrodite, whom he loved with the specific and genuine quality of feeling that the god of war's most personal and most vulnerable dimension most directly expressed.

It is, in the end, a story about the specific and genuine complexity of being the god of the thing that everyone needed and no one wanted to celebrate — the patron of the activity that organized civilizations and destroyed them, that produced the greatest of the heroic achievements and the most devastating of the human catastrophes, simultaneously and without resolution.
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He was not the favorite. This was the specific and most immediately personal fact about his position within the Olympian family that the tradition preserved with the somewhat pointed consistency of a mythology that understood itself well enough to acknowledge the specific and uncomfortable relationship between the civilization's most practiced activity and the civilization's most explicitly celebrated values.

The Greeks were warriors. They organized their political life around the specific and various city-states whose relationships with each other were organized substantially around the specific and various forms of the military competition and military conflict that the city-states' respective interests most directly produced. They celebrated their warriors. They built their mythology around the specific and various heroic figures whose most defining episodes were organized around the specific and various forms of the martial excellence that the heroic tradition most directly valued.

And yet they did not celebrate him. The god whose domain was most directly constituted by the thing the civilization most comprehensively practiced was the god the civilization most consistently regarded with the specific mixture of necessity and discomfort that things one depended on but did not want to fully acknowledge most directly produced.

He thought about this with the honest and somewhat reflective quality of attention that the most genuinely interesting and the most genuinely complicated features of his own position within the divine world's specific arrangements most directly deserved. He was the god of war. The Greeks were a warrior civilization. The logical conclusion of this combination should have been the specific and comprehensive celebration of the god whose domain most directly governed the activity that the civilization was most comprehensively organized around.

The logical conclusion was not what the tradition had produced. What the tradition had produced was the specific and complicated relationship between the civilization and its war god that the tradition's most honest and most directly observed accounts most directly preserved — the acknowledgment of necessity alongside the explicit preference for Athena's version of the martial over his own version, the celebration of the strategic and the disciplined over the raw and the immediate.

Athena was preferred. This was the specific and most immediately consequential dimension of the complicated relationship between the civilization and its two war-associated divine beings — the goddess of warfare's strategic and disciplined and wisdom-organized dimension was genuinely preferred by the civilization over the war god's raw and immediate and passion-organized dimension, and the preference was genuine rather than simply the conventional diplomatic acknowledgment of a position the civilization did not actually hold.

He understood why. The honest engagement with the specific quality of his own domain — with what war most directly was in its most immediate and most unmanaged form — produced the specific and genuine understanding of why the civilization that practiced war most comprehensively would prefer the goddess who represented war's most civilized and most disciplined dimension over the god who represented war's most immediate and most raw dimension.

He was not Athena. He was Ares. The distinction was genuine and was the specific and most honest expression of what the two divine beings most genuinely and most differently were.
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