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Introduction: Liberty Is at War, and Truth Is on Trial

A Personal Journey

I remember when I first became a police officer. The excitement, the joy, the pride—it was all there. I believed I could make a difference. And even now, six years after retiring from a profession I poured my heart and soul into, I still feel that same fire. The passion didn’t die with retirement; it sharpened. It became more focused when I entered academia, determined to improve the purpose and practice of our criminal justice system.

I know what some of you might be thinking: “Improve the purpose and practice of criminal justice? The police are heroes! They serve and protect. They do a hard job and deserve our respect.” And that’s true—it is a noble profession, one worthy of admiration. I once would’ve said the same without hesitation. It isn’t the police, it’s the judges, the courts and the prosecutors. Remember all fall short of the glory of God. None are perfect except Jesus. And our criminal justice system—while essential—is flawed and drifting in the wrong direction.

I thought I understood what justice was. I wore the badge. I enforced the law. I served the very community I grew up in and raised my family in. I knew what was legal—and what wasn’t.

But over time, I began to see the growing difference between what is legal and what is right. And let me tell you: that difference matters more than most people realize. The gap isn’t narrowing—it’s widening. Consider Daniel, who defied Babylon’s unjust laws to pray to God (Daniel 6). His stand, like the Founders’ reliance on divine rights, reminds us that legality apart from righteousness breeds tyranny.

As my career drew to a close, I felt the tension rise between what police can do and what they should do. I tried to lead and train others to stay grounded in purpose, but I found myself increasingly isolated. Too often, lawmakers and cultural leaders, like the hypocrites Chapter 2 critiques, prioritized votes or applause over righteousness, choosing self-interest over God’s justice. The shift was subtle, but the implications were seismic. I saw firsthand the divide between the profession of criminal justice and the biblical definition of justice and liberty.

I didn’t leave because I gave up. I left because I realized I needed a deeper grasp of history, principle, and truth. At the time, I didn’t fully understand what God was doing—but I do now. He had a path, a purpose, and a calling for me that I couldn’t fulfill where I was. He had to remove me from my comfort, and so He did.

He set me on a new course—from the street to the classroom. I earned a doctorate in Criminal Justice with a focus on law and public policy. Before that, I completed a Master’s in Criminal Justice with an emphasis in Leadership and Executive Management.

The Tension of Liberty and Truth

But one question wouldn’t leave me alone:

How do we reconcile our constitutional rights with God’s eternal truths?

After all, aren’t our rights from God? Our own Declaration of Independence states people are “endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights...” So why does it often feel like we must choose between the Bible and the Constitution?

That’s what this book is about: reconciling the rights we proclaim with the truth we profess. From the sanctity of life (Chapter 1) to the role of conscience (Chapter 4), from biblical justice (Chapter 5) to civil law’s divine purpose (Chapter 6), we’ll confront today’s challenges—like abortion, free speech, policing, civil disobedience, and cultural compromise—through the lens of God’s truth.

Now, don’t get me wrong—I don’t pretend to know all of God’s eternal truths. But I have answered, and continue to answer, His call to keep learning—and to share what I find along the way.

We live in an age of confusion. Some wave the Constitution like it’s Scripture. Others treat the Bible as optional if it conflicts with personal autonomy. In 2025, AI-driven censorship on social media and “hate speech” laws silence biblical truth, while policies prioritizing outcomes over righteousness echo the relativism of Rome’s fall. But I believe both—the Constitution and the Word of God—speak powerfully to how we live, govern, protect, and serve. They don’t have to compete. When rightly understood, they clarify each other—unless we let our emotions, self-interest, political affiliation, or worldly desires cloud the lens.

Liberty and order are not enemies. They are covenant partners.

Yes, I use the word covenant intentionally. It’s a biblical term, but it’s not foreign to our constitutional framework. While the Constitution isn’t a covenant in the theological sense, it is covenantal in structure—built on agreement, responsibility, and moral restraint.

The founders understood this. They knew that a free society without moral order collapses into chaos, just as an ordered society without liberty descends into tyranny.

Scripture affirms this delicate balance. From the Garden of Eden to the Book of Romans, we see a God who gives freedom—but with the expectation that we will choose righteousness. As 1 Peter 2:16 (NIV) declares: “Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.”

Liberty is not license. And order is not oppression.

Real liberty—biblical liberty—is the willing choice to live within God-ordained boundaries, for the glory of God and the good of others. It is the voluntary relinquishment of complete freedom in exchange for something greater: peace, justice, and holiness.

A Call to Clarity and Conviction

In this book, we’ll explore how much of our freedom is worth relinquishing, how much is being taken without consent, and what it means to be a people of both law and grace. We’ll walk through the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights—but we’ll do it with the Bible open. Through studying Scripture, advocating righteous laws, and modeling grace, as Chapters 5 and 6 urge, we’ll learn to live as citizens of heaven in a fallen world.

Some ask, “Why mix faith and law in a secular nation?” But as Romans 13:1 declares, all authority comes from God. True liberty requires laws rooted in His truth, not human relativism, lest we repeat history’s failures, as Chapter 7 warns.

This isn’t a textbook. It’s not a political rant. And it’s not some ivory-tower theory full of footnotes and formality. Yes, there will be politics. There will be legal arguments. There will be hard truths—and there will be a whole lot of Scripture. But more than anything, I pray there will be a call: to clarity, to conviction, and to Christ.

I’ll speak as a scholar, yes—but also as someone who’s lived these tensions: in uniform, in courtrooms, in churches, and in the community. As a citizen, a voter, a husband, a father—and, like all of you, a sinner saved by grace. As Paul once said: “What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3:8, NIV).

We are witnessing a generation that celebrates lawlessness while demonizing law enforcement. A society that protects speech—only when it agrees with the message. A culture that exalts rights while forgetting where those rights come from. As Romans 1:25 (NIV) warns: “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator.”

In that environment, we cannot be silent.

Who is this book for?

	Christians who want to think biblically about politics, justice, and law

	Law enforcement officers, lawyers, or public servants seeking clarity and conviction

	Pastors and church leaders navigating legal and cultural tensions

	Citizens—young and old—who love liberty but see it slipping

	Every voter

	All who are weary


One Final Note
You’ll hear this phrase repeated throughout these pages:
Liberty is not the right to do whatever we want—but the power to do what is right.

That distinction may be the dividing line between civilization and collapse. As Romans 13:4 (NIV) reminds us: “For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.”

If you’re looking to understand law and liberty in light of your faith—not just as an American, but as a citizen of Heaven—then you’re in the right place.

Let’s go.
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“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
— Galatians 5:1 (NIV)
Freedom, Liberty, and Ordained Liberty: A Foundational Distinction

In today’s discourse, the words freedom and liberty are often used interchangeably—but they are not the same. Freedom is the natural state of being unrestrained, the ability to choose one’s actions without interference. It is raw and unfiltered, the innate capacity to say “yes” or “no” without external force. Freedom can be noble, but it can also be dangerous. A man is free to build or to burn, to love or to hate, to create or to destroy.

Liberty, on the other hand, is something greater. It is freedom disciplined by truth. Liberty involves the willing submission of one’s freedom to a higher moral order, often for the good of others. It is not merely the absence of restraint, but the presence of righteousness. Liberty is not about doing whatever we please—it is about doing what is right. This is why true liberty must be rooted in something unchanging, something eternal.

That brings us to what this book calls Ordained Liberty. While Ordered Liberty refers to the structure—liberty rightly restrained by truth—Ordained Liberty refers to the source: liberty given, defined, and blessed by God Himself. It is the divine framework in which human freedom can thrive without devolving into chaos. It is the liberty granted by God not so we can indulge the flesh, but so we can reflect His character. As Paul wrote in Galatians 5:13, “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.”

In this book:

	Freedom refers to the capacity to choose.

	Liberty refers to moral order shaped by God’s truth.

	Ordered Liberty is the structure by which liberty works in society.

	Ordained Liberty is the divine source of that liberty—God’s design, not man’s invention.


Freedom stirs hearts everywhere—flags waving, chains breaking, anthems rising. Across cultures, we cherish the ability to choose our path. But biblically and civically, freedom is not the final goal—it’s the starting line. God didn’t give us freedom to indulge ourselves but to serve Him and one another. Even if you’re not religious, consider this: unchecked freedom risks chaos, while structured freedom—liberty—builds thriving communities.

Here’s the vital distinction:

	Freedom is the absence of restraint. It asks, “What can I do?”

	Liberty is the presence of righteousness. It asks, “What should I do?”


These terms are often confused, but mixing them up leads to shallow thinking and weaker convictions. This chapter explores how Ordered Liberty, rooted in Ordained Liberty, transforms our hearts, communities, and nations.
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