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      Vorwort
    


      Willkommen zu „The Cursed Crown“ – Englisch lernen durch fesselnde Geschichten
    


      Herzlichen Glückwunsch! Mit diesem Buch halten Sie nicht nur einen spannenden Roman in den Händen, sondern auch ein mächtiges Werkzeug, um Ihre Englischkenntnisse auf die nächste Stufe zu heben.
    


      Wir alle wissen, dass das Auswendiglernen von Vokabellisten und Grammatikregeln oft mühsam und demotivierend sein kann. Der Schlüssel zu fließendem Sprachgebrauch liegt nicht im bloßen Pauken, sondern im 
      Erleben
       der Sprache. Genau hier setzt dieses Buch an.
    


      Warum dieses Buch funktioniert
    


      Dieses Buch wurde speziell als „Graded Reader“ für Lernende auf dem Niveau 
      B1 bis B2 (Mittelstufe)
       konzipiert. Es schließt die Lücke zwischen einfachen Lehrbuchtexten und komplexer englischer Literatur.
    


      Hier sind die Prinzipien, die dieses Buch zu einem effektiven Lernbegleiter machen:
    


      	
        Die Macht der 1.000 häufigsten Wörter:
         Die englische Sprache umfasst Hunderttausende von Wörtern, aber im täglichen Leben nutzen Muttersprachler nur einen Bruchteil davon. Dieser Roman konzentriert sich bewusst auf die 
        1.000 am häufigsten verwendeten Wörter
         der englischen Sprache. Durch die ständige Wiederholung dieser Schlüsselwörter im Kontext werden sie sich fest in Ihrem Gedächtnis verankern, ohne dass Sie sie bewusst auswendig lernen müssen.
      

      	
        Verständlicher Kontext (Comprehensible Input):
         Die Geschichte ist so geschrieben, dass Sie den Handlungstrang mühelos verfolgen können, auch wenn Sie nicht jedes einzelne Wort kennen. Das Ziel ist es, den „Fluss“ des Lesens zu genießen. Wenn Sie die Bedeutung eines Wortes aus dem Zusammenhang erraten, lernt Ihr Gehirn effektiver als beim Nachschlagen im Wörterbuch.
      

      	
        B1-B2 Niveau:
         Die Satzstrukturen und die Grammatik sind anspruchsvoll genug, um Sie herauszufordern, aber einfach genug, um Frustration zu vermeiden. Sie werden auf natürliche Weise komplexere Zeitformen und Redewendungen verinnerlichen.
      

    


      Über die Geschichte: The Cursed Crown
    


      Bereiten Sie sich auf ein Abenteuer im Königreich Oria vor. Die Geschichte dreht sich um den jungen Prinzen Elian, der nach dem plötzlichen Tod seines Vaters den Thron besteigen muss. Doch die Krone von Oria birgt ein dunkles Geheimnis:
    


      „Tacı takar takmaz geleceği görüyorsun…“
       (Sobald du die Krone aufsetzt, siehst du die Zukunft…)
    


      Ist es eine Gabe oder ein Fluch? Als Elian von schrecklichen Visionen heimgesucht wird, die den Untergang seines Reiches vorhersagen, beginnt ein Wettlauf gegen die Zeit. Wem kann er vertrauen, wenn sein eigener Onkel nach Macht giert und die Geschichte selbst gegen ihn zu sein scheint?
    


      Diese Geschichte ist mit ihren 20.000 Wörtern lang genug, um tief in eine neue Welt einzutauchen, und in überschaubare Kapitel unterteilt, damit Sie jeden Tag einen Fortschritt erzielen können.
    


      Ein Tipp zum Lesen
    


      Versuchen Sie nicht, jedes unbekannte Wort sofort zu übersetzen. Lassen Sie sich von der Geschichte treiben. Vertrauen Sie darauf, dass sich der Sinn aus dem Kontext erschließt. Das ist das Geheimnis, wie man eine Sprache wirklich 
      fühlt
       und nicht nur übersetzt.
    


      Wir wünschen Ihnen viel Freude, Spannung und vor allem viel Erfolg auf Ihrer Reise zur englischen Sprache.
    


      Viel Spaß beim Lesen!
    




      Chapter 1: The Weight of Gold
    


      The rain did not stop. It fell hard against the stone walls of the castle, like tears from the sky. The whole Kingdom of Oria was crying. King Alden was dead.
    


      Prince Elian stood by the high window in his room. He looked out at the gray clouds. He was twenty years old, but today, he felt like a small child. His hands were shaking. He put them behind his back so no one could see.
    


      "It is time, Your Highness."
    


      The voice came from the door. Elian did not turn around immediately. He knew the voice. It was Duke Malacor, his uncle. Malacor’s voice was always low and smooth, like deep water.
    


      "I know," Elian said. His own voice sounded weak to his ears. He cleared his throat and tried again. "I am ready."
    


      He turned around. Duke Malacor was standing there in his black clothes. The Duke was a tall man with sharp eyes. He did not look sad. He looked... impatient.
    


      "The people are waiting," Malacor said. He walked into the room and fixed the collar of Elian’s jacket. "They need to see their new King. They are afraid, Elian. Your father was a strong man. They want to know if you are strong too."
    


      Elian nodded. "I will do my best, Uncle."
    


      "Your best must be enough," Malacor said sharply. Then, his face softened a little. "Come. The crown is waiting."
    


      The walk to the Great Hall felt very long. The castle was ancient. The stone floor was cold under Elian’s boots. He passed paintings of old kings—his father, his grandfather, his great-grandfather. In the paintings, they all looked powerful. They held swords and wore the golden crown of Oria. They looked like heroes.
    


      Elian did not feel like a hero. He liked books, maps, and horses. He did not like politics. He did not like war. And now, he had to lead the whole kingdom.
    


      As they walked, servants bowed low. "Long live the King," they whispered.
    


      Elian’s heart beat faster. 
      Bump. Bump. Bump.
       It was loud in his chest.
    


      They reached the big wooden doors of the Great Hall. Two guards opened them. Light from hundreds of candles spilled out into the dark hallway.
    


      Elian took a deep breath. He stepped inside.
    


      The Great Hall was full of people. There were lords and ladies in expensive clothes, generals in armor, and important people from all over the city. But the room was very quiet. Everyone was watching him.
    


      Elian walked down the long red carpet. At the end of the room stood the throne. It was a massive chair made of dark wood and gold. Next to the throne, on a velvet pillow, sat the object everyone was looking at.
    


      The Crown of Oria.
    


      It was beautiful. It was made of pure gold and had three large rubies in the center. It shined in the candlelight. But to Elian, it looked dangerous. It looked like a trap.
    


      He reached the front of the room. The High Priest was waiting for him. The Priest was an old man with a long white beard. He looked kind.
    


      "Prince Elian," the Priest said. His voice echoed in the silent room. "Do you promise to protect this kingdom?"
    


      "I do," Elian said.
    


      "Do you promise to be just and fair?"
    


      "I do."
    


      "Do you promise to lead Oria until your last breath?"
    


      Elian hesitated for one second. He looked at the crowd. He saw Duke Malacor standing in the front row. Malacor’s eyes were cold. He was watching every move.
    


      "I do," Elian said firmly.
    


      The Priest smiled. He picked up the heavy gold crown.
    


      "Then, by the power of the old laws, I name you King Elian of Oria."
    


      The Priest lifted the crown high. Elian lowered his head. He closed his eyes. He waited for the weight of the gold.
    


      The crown touched his head.
    


      And then, the world screamed.
    


      It happened in an instant. The silence of the Great Hall vanished. The smell of perfume and candles disappeared.
    


      Suddenly, Elian was not in the Great Hall.
    


      He was standing on a balcony, but the sky was not gray. It was red. Blood red.
    


      Fire.
    


      There was fire everywhere. The city below the castle was burning. Huge flames reached up to the sky. The heat was terrible. It burned his skin. He could smell smoke, thick and choking. He coughed.
    


      "Help us!" someone screamed. "Save us!"
    


      Elian looked down. The streets were full of soldiers, but they were not Oria’s soldiers. They wore strange black armor. They were attacking the people. Houses were falling down. The beautiful gardens were black with ash.
    


      He turned around. The castle behind him was destroyed. The walls were broken. The throne room was gone.
    


      "No..." Elian whispered. "What is this?"
    


      He looked at his hands. They were covered in blood. But it was not his blood.
    


      A shadow moved in the fire. A man was walking towards him through the flames. Elian could not see his face, but he saw the sword in his hand. The man laughed, a cruel, cold sound that was louder than the fire.
    


      "You failed," the voice said. It sounded like metal scraping on stone. "Oria is mine."
    


      The heat became unbearable. Elian felt like he was burning alive. The screams of his people filled his head. It was too loud. Too




















































































      Chapter 2: The Shadow of the Past
    



































































































































      Chapter 3: The Forbidden Art
    


































































































































































      Chapter 4: The Kingdom of Rats
    
















































































































































      Chapter 5: The River of No Return
    































































































































































      Chapter 6: The Earth Awakens
    































































































































      Chapter 7: The Assassin’s Blade
    








































































































































      Chapter 8: The Siege and the Seer
    


































































































































































      Chapter 9: Into the Lion's Den
    





















































































































      Chapter 10: The Day of Black Sun
    












































































































































      Chapter 11: The Architect of Tomorrow
    
















































































