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Preface

Sometimes, the greatest mysteries are not hidden in faraway places, but just beneath our feet.

This book was born from a simple idea: what if a forgotten corridor, hidden beneath a quiet library, could tell a story? A story that no book has ever written. A story made of dust, of broken light, of forgotten echoes… and of a name that no one dares to speak anymore: Léandre.

"The Glass Corridors"  follows Emma, a fourteen-year-old girl, who accidentally discovers a secret passage beneath her village library. What she believed to be a simple tunnel quickly becomes much more than that. Every step she takes brings her closer to a mystery buried deep in the memory of the place—and perhaps, in her own as well. Why these forgotten objects? Why these whispers in the dark? And above all, who is Léandre?

This novel is an adventure between shadow and light, between present and past, between what is seen… and what is felt.

This book was designed especially for readers who are learning  English . Its style is intentionally simple, clear, and fluid. It does not use rare or complex words. But that doesn't mean the story is simple. Because sometimes, the simplest words carry the strongest emotions.

You don't need a dictionary. You don't need to analyze every sentence. Just let yourself be guided. You will see that, by reading with heart and curiosity, the language comes alive.

Whether you are a motivated beginner or an intermediate reader looking for a different kind of story, this book will offer you a gentle and natural immersion into the  English language . And perhaps, who knows, it will open a door inside you that you never knew was closed.

Welcome to the corridors.

A door has just opened.
















Chapter 1 — The Rusted Key

Emma hated boredom. And ever since she’d arrived at her Aunt Lucie’s for the summer holidays, boredom seemed to have claimed this small mountain town as its personal kingdom. No movie theater, no shopping mall, not even a signal to send a message to her friends. Nothing but stone houses, silent alleyways, and the old municipal library where her aunt worked as an archivist.

That morning, after an overly quiet breakfast, Emma had decided to join her at the library. Not out of any interest in the dusty books, but simply because it was the only place in the village where anything was happening. Her aunt was filing documents, typing on her keyboard, making photocopies. And Emma, she just wandered between the shelves, dragging her feet, leafing randomly through tomes yellowed by time.

As she rounded a corner into an older wing of the building—a corner that even the sun’s rays seemed to avoid—she noticed a dark wooden door, almost hidden behind a misplaced cabinet. Curious, she drew closer. The handle was cold, the lock oxidized. On the wood, barely visible, were engraved letters:  RESERVED — DO NOT ENTER .

It was precisely the kind of message that made Emma want to go inside.

She tried the handle, but the door remained shut. She then looked around, tapping the walls, observing the shelves. And then she saw it: a metal box sitting high up, covered in cobwebs. On impulse, she climbed onto a wobbly chair to grab it. Inside, there were papers… and a key. Old. Heavy. Rusted.

Her heart beat faster. She returned to the door and inserted the key. A sharp click echoed. She hesitated for a moment, then pushed.

The corridor behind was narrow and plunged into a bluish gloom. Stone walls, a floor paved with ancient flagstones, and above all… glass. Everywhere. Shards embedded in the walls, as if someone had shattered a giant mirror and deliberately left the pieces there. Emma’s every step produced a faint, almost musical tinkling sound.

She moved forward, fascinated. The corridor seemed to descend underground on a gentle slope. There were no lamps, but the light filtering through the glass fragments cast shifting reflections. It felt as if the corridor was breathing.

Suddenly, she stopped. Something was gleaming on the floor. She bent down and picked up a dusty object: a locket. Wiping it clean, she discovered a name engraved upon it:  Léandre . The name meant nothing to her. She slipped it into her pocket.

As she continued, she noticed the walls were changing subtly. Here, a crookedly hung photograph. There, a small child’s shoe placed on a step. Objects, all of them old, as if this corridor were a memory laid bare.

And then she heard it… a sound. Faint. A rustling. Like a page being turned. But there was no one there.

She froze. A shiver ran down her spine. The air seemed colder. She wanted to turn back, but something, a strange intuition, urged her forward.

At the end of the corridor, she discovered a wrought-iron gate, half-open. On the other side: a circular room, illuminated by a soft, white light with no visible source. On the walls, cracked mirrors, like those from a broken dream. And in the center, a table upon which rested… a book.

A large book with a black cover, bearing no title.

Emma approached it, her hand outstretched. The moment she touched the cover, a voice resonated through the room. Not a human voice. A whisper. Several whispers.

"Can you hear us?"

Emma recoiled, her eyes wide. The voice died away. The room was silent once more.

She backed slowly toward the exit, her heart hammering in her chest. One thing was certain: this was no simple forgotten passageway. This corridor had a memory. And now… it knew she was there.

When she finally found the natural light of the library again, she carefully closed the door behind her and put the key back in her pocket. She said nothing to her aunt.

But that evening, lying in the guest bed they had set up for her in the attic, Emma held the locket in her hand. She stared at it, captivated.

A name. A book. Whispers.

And a silent promise: she would be back.















Chapter 2 — The Breathing Pages

The next morning, Emma woke with the strange sensation that it had all been a dream. The locket was still resting on her nightstand, silent proof that what she had seen the day before was not an illusion.

The sun crept shyly through the small attic window. Inside the house, everything was quiet. Her aunt had probably already left for the library. Emma rose slowly, studied the locket for a moment, then slipped it into the pocket of her sweatshirt. She had only one thought in her mind: to go back there.

But this time, she wanted to understand.

She arrived at the library without a word. She gave her aunt a brief hello, and received a distracted smile in return from a woman too busy sorting through binders. Emma made her way to the same forgotten wing, past the ancient shelving, and easily found the door marked  RESERVED . The rusted key was still in her pocket. With a swift movement, she inserted it into the lock and turned.

The corridor was exactly as it had been the day before: cool, silent, crisscrossed with shifting lights. But something had changed. She felt it immediately. The air, perhaps, was heavier. Or the shards of glass, some of which seemed to have moved.

She advanced cautiously, her steps echoing like a muted melody on the stone floor. She



































Chapter 3 — The Man with the Keys





























































Chapter 4 — Swallow Street

















































Chapter 5 — What Lucie Isn't Saying


























































Chapter 6 — The Voices from the Attic






























































Chapter 7 — Beneath the House















































Chapter 8 — The Door in the Field
















































































Chapter 9 — The Chamber of Silences
















































Chapter 10 — Behind the Blackboard






































































Chapter 11 — The Chamber of the Echo
















































































Chapter 12 — The Open Book































































Chapter 13 — The Notebook of the Absent



































































Chapter 14 — The Inverted Hourglass















































































































Chapter 15 — The Children of the Threshold

































































































































































Chapter 17 — The Archived Oblivion























































































Chapter 18 — The Inverted Story











































































Epilogue — The Shared Memory





















































































































