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Introduction

Edward’s Menagerie Dogs is the result of two years’ worth of stopping strangers in the park with ‘Excuse me, your dog is beautiful, what is it?’ then running away to write down frantic notes involving various lengths of loop stitch and some crazy colour changing. My intention was to choose and make fifty different breeds of dog with enough different types of ears, tails and beards that a reader would have all the shapes available to make their own pet, whether a preened show champion or a mix-and-match mongrel.

Edward’s Menagerie began with a desire to make a few toys for my unborn baby. Using a video tutorial, I mastered the British double crochet stitch and found that, as a newbie crocheter (and converted knitter), I had coined my own style of pattern writing. I intend this to be as clear as possible for a beginner picking up a hook for the first time. I have split the projects into BEGINNER and ADVANCED sections to help those new to this craft to learn as they go, and step-by-step techniques have been included in the back of the book to give you everything you need to master the next skill.

Edward’s Menagerie has dominated my creativity for the last five years. Although the focus started around making toys for a child, it has become so much more: it is now a huge project spanning three books and including over three hundred different patterns (of which these dogs will now make up a large proportion). I have been inspired by all the different reasons that motivate people to learn to crochet one of #edsanimals, and am continually invigorated by the often fun, but sometimes sad, stories of the people these animals have been made for and how they have made a difference to their lives.

The patterns in Edward’s Menagerie Dogs are designed for you and your friends and family to enjoy; they are for private use only, with the exception of charity fundraising. I sincerely hope you (and your dogs!) enjoy the process of making from these patterns, and I really can’t wait to see pictures of your real dogs with your crochet dogs on #edsdogs and #edsanimals.

I’m still just as addicted to making these animals as I have always been – and don’t worry, for now my list is only growing longer!
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How To Use This Book

Edward’s Menagerie Dogs has been divided into two sections. The BEGINNER patterns are suitable for someone coming to crochet for the very first time, and will teach you all the basics. Once you have made one of these simpler projects you will very easily be able to tackle one of the ADVANCED ones, mastering a couple of other techniques such as LOOP STITCH or colour changing. I must emphasise that all of the techniques used in the book are easy. The only thing that makes some of them very demanding is the discipline involved in accurately counting your way through the pattern.
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Beginner

Dogs using one colour and only chain, slip stitch and double crochet stitches. You will need to refer to the STITCHES (see here) if learning to crochet from the very beginning.



Advanced
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Dogs using LOOP STITCH (see here) or colour changing, and in most cases a combination of both. Byron the Shar Pei (see here) has its very own special technique for adding the folds of skin, which, although time consuming, is once again quite a simple process once you get your head around the instructions.

The dogs in Edward’s Menagerie are all a family and thus share common body shapes. You will need to refer to the STANDARD FORM page when making any of the projects from the book (see here). This page has a black coloured edge to help you find it easily when moving from the front to the back of the book. The standard form shapes are short and simple; after you have made one animal you will be alarmed by how quickly you start to memorise them!

To keep the patterns as short and concise as possible I have committed all the stuffing and sewing up instructions to here, unless they are very specific or particular to a part. The general finishing techniques, including the order of sewing on parts, as well as tips on adding eyes, ears, noses and tails, can be found on here. I am not a believer in stuffing the parts as I go along, as I find I sometimes then end up working bits of stuffing into my stitches; I make all the parts ‘deflated’ and then stuff at the end before sewing.








You Will Need

To make just one – or indeed all – of the dogs in this book the requirements list is the same:


	Yarn quantities in appropriate colours and thicknesses (see YARN CHOICES, here and SIZING, here)

	One hook in an appropriate size to the yarn being used (see YARN SIZES, here)

	Stuffing material

	Black contrast yarn for sewing on eyes and noses

	Wool needle for sewing up

	Scissors



Yarn colours

The dogs in this book have been made using a palette of twelve natural colours. The TOFT range of yarns is perfect for making animals, as they give a full spectrum of natural shades, which will be perfect for the vast majority of dogs. My experience over the last year of making these dogs is that settling on a colour can sometimes be quite difficult if trying to make a real dog you know. See here for further advice on pet portraits.

TOFT shades, pictured opposite, from top to bottom: Cream, Oatmeal, Silver, Shale, Camel, Stone, Fudge, Chestnut, Mushroom, Cocoa, Steel, Charcoal.

Materials for stuffing

Although I generally choose to stuff my animals with a high-loft polyester toy filling, I have recently experimented with many other types of natural fibre fillings too. Experience has taught me that a polyester stuffing will stand the test of time better with the many cuddles the animals will receive over the years if they are made as children’s toys (it also makes them easier to wash by hand or in a cool cycle in the machine). However, increasingly Edward’s Menagerie animals are made for adults, and as we are all more conscious of seeking plastic-free alternatives when practical, I am pleased to say that TOFT now offers a choice of stuffing materials.

Washing

Using a high-loft polyester toy stuffing ensures that your projects are fully washable on a cold cycle in your machine. Using any type of additional stuffing, such as sand, pellets or beans, will make the dogs unwashable; they would need to be surface sponge cleaned instead.

Safety

Your dog will only be as child-safe as you make it, so don’t skimp on the stitches when sewing up. I sew all the way around the edges of any part I am attaching and give it a good tug to ensure it will never come back off. If opting to use safety eyes, buttons or beads, please be aware that these should not be used on a toy for a child under three years of age; you should embroider the eyes on instead (see here). The lustrous over-dyed Black yarn in the TOFT spectrum is perfect for adding the eyes.
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Yarn Sizes

The standard Edward’s Menagerie dog is worked in a Double Knitting (DK) weight yarn on a 3mm hook. This standard size is the one that I find most enjoyable to work in, and has become the most popular size that my patterns are made in, because the resulting animal is the perfect scale for a child to play with or to sit on a shelf or desk as an adult mascot. The beauty of these patterns and this style of crochet is that to make your dogs bigger or smaller you can swap your yarn and hook size and the resulting projects will scale up and down perfectly. My advice would be that complete beginners should start with the standard or thicker yarn so that the stitches are easy to see and work. Save making adorable miniatures until you’ve got a couple of big ones under your belt!
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About TOFT Yarn

Edward’s Menagerie was inspired by TOFT yarn, and all of the dogs in this book have been created in TOFT’s pure wool DK yarn.

I have had the pleasure of selecting, designing and manufacturing luxury yarns for the past ten years, and Edward’s Menagerie Dogs has been crocheted entirely in TOFT yarn. TOFT yarns are luxury, quality, natural fibres manufactured to my distinctive specifications here in the UK. When crocheted in TOFT yarns the projects are supple and soft but with a closed fabric to hide the stuffing inside.

If you are seeing holes in your fabric when working the patterns, swap your hook size down half a millimetre. Likewise, if your work is too solid and you are finding the stitches hard to work then swap up. The tension measurements here are approximate and measured over a standard double crochet stitch worked in a spiral.

Using top-quality natural fibres not only ensures a beautiful finish, but guarantees that these dogs will get better and better with every hug and it is a pleasure to make every stitch.
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Yarn Choices

This book has an unofficial sub-title of ‘a study in loop stitch’, as it’s the primary technique I have used to create different textures and face shapes. When choosing the yarn to work these patterns, bear in mind that the loops can look completely different in fibres that aren’t pure wool. Cotton, silk or bamboo loops can be quite heavy and floppy and you won’t achieve the ‘fluffy’ effect seen in the Samson the Old English Sheepdog (here), for example. When working designs with cut loop stitches, such as the Geoff the West Highland Terrier (here) or Doris the Shih Tzu (here), you should also look closely at how a yarn will look once cut. Some yarns unwind and will look very different to the ones photographed here, so have a play with this before you start to crochet.
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Sizing

The required quantity of yarn needed in the projects is based on using TOFT yarns. If using other brands of yarn, the quantities may vary significantly depending on the fibre composition and spinning specifications of the yarn. For example, a cotton yarn will be far heavier and require more yarn, whereas an acrylic will be lighter and will need far less meterage. Parts that use loop stitch or upon which you work chain loops or slip stitch chains will take considerably more yarn than others – for example, don’t skimp when starting Doris the Shih Tzu!

All the figures given here are approximate and are based upon my experience of my tension working in TOFT yarns. Tension can make a huge difference to the outcome of your project and can be easily altered by changing the hook size. Your fabric should be dense with defined stitches without being too stiff. See About TOFT Yarn for more detail (here).

The finished measurements given are for the full length of the dog from the tip of its head (excluding loops) to the base of its foot, when flat.
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Standard Form

Edward’s Menagerie animals are a family and thus share a common body and leg shape using a standard increase that adds six stitches a round. This standard increase, using the double crochet stitch from a spiral from the centre outwards, creates a flat piece of crochet that is then worked from the bottom upward (bodies and legs) or from the back forwards (heads). I recommend stuffing at the end once you have finished crocheting all the pieces.

When you have completed a part I recommend leaving yourself a length of yarn approximately 20cm long at the start and end of each piece to make it easier to finish that piece off and sew the part onto the others.

Stuff the piece if needed (body and legs, and a pinch in the tail if desired). Then, using a wool needle, sew the remaining stitches and secure by sewing back into the part and around a stitch.
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TIPS before you start:



	Have you checked your tension (see here)?

	Leave a length around 25cm on the end of each piece you complete to make sewing up easier, as you will not have to rejoin yarn.

	Stuff as you go along only if necessary or if that’s your preference (your pattern will indicate this if required).
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BODY

Begin by dc6 into ring

Rnd 1 (dc2 into next st) 6 times (12)

Rnd 2 (dc1, dc2 into next st) 6 times (18)

Rnd 3 (dc2, dc2 into next st) 6 times (24)

Rnd 4 (dc3, dc2 into next st) 6 times (30)

Rnd 5 (dc4, dc2 into next st) 6 times (36)

Rnd 6 (dc5, dc2 into next st) 6 times (42)

Rnd 7 (dc6, dc2 into next st) 6 times (48)

Rnds 8–12 dc (5 rnds)

Rnd 13 dc13, (dc4, dc2tog) 3 times, dc17 (45)

Rnd 14 dc

Rnd 15 (dc1, dc2tog) 15 times (30)

Rnds 16–20 dc (5 rnds)

Rnd 21 (dc3, dc2tog) 6 times (24)

Rnds 22–26 dc (5 rnds)

Rnd 27 (dc2, dc2tog) 6 times (18)

Rnd 28 dc

Rnd 29 (dc2tog) 9 times (9)

Stuff and gather sts to close.
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LEGS (make four)

Begin by dc6 into ring

Rnd 1 (dc2 into next st) 6 times (12)

Rnd 2 (dc1, dc2 into next st) 6 times (18)

Rnds 3–6 dc (4 rnds)

Rnd 7 (dc1, dc2tog) 6 times (12)

Rnds 8–22 dc (15 rnds)

Stuff end and sew flat across top to close.
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Beginner

The dogs in the BEGINNER section require knowledge of only the basics of crochet and are a great way to learn the techniques. If this is your first crochet project I would recommend working in a light coloured yarn to make it easier to see your stitches – a Black Labrador will be a bit of a challenge if you are still working out your double crochet two together!

Eleanor the Labrador

Enzo the French Bulldog

Maximillian the Weimaraner

Constance the Porcelaine

Millie the Poodle

Chad the American Water Spaniel

Lyon the Dogue de Bordeaux

Babel the Puli










Eleanor the Labrador

Eleanor is a friend to the world, genuinely interested in meeting and knowing about as many people as possible as she moves through her interesting and colourful life. Operating on a slightly different cultural plane, she’s constantly got her nose in a book or is sniffing out the latest theatrical performance.

[image: Eleanor the Labrador]

YARN COLOUR: Chestnut

Recommended alternatives: Oatmeal, Black

BODY

Work as STANDARD (see here)

HEAD

Begin by dc6 into ring

Rnd 1 (dc2 into next st) 6 times (12)

Rnd 2 (dc1, dc2 into next st) 6 times (18)

Rnd 3 (dc2, dc2 into next st) 6 times (24)

Rnd 4 (dc3, dc2 into next st) 6 times (30)

Rnd 5 (dc4, dc2 into next st) 6 times (36)

Rnd 6 (dc5, dc2 into next st) 6 times (42)

Rnds 7–11 dc (5 rnds)

Rnd 12 (dc5, dc2tog) 3 times, dc21 (39)

Rnd 13 (dc4, dc2tog) 3 times, dc21 (36)

Rnd 14 (dc4, dc2tog) 6 times (30)

Rnd 15 dc

Rnd 16 (dc1, dc2tog) 6 times, dc12 (24)

Rnd 17 dc2, (dc2 into next st) twice, (dc2tog) twice, (dc2 into next st) twice, (dc2tog) twice, (dc2 into next st) twice, (dc2tog) twice, (dc2 into next st) twice, dc2tog (25)

Rnd 18 dc2tog, dc23 (24)

Rnds 19–22 dc (4 rnds)

Rnd 23 dc1, dc2tog, dc2 into next st, (dc2tog) twice, dc2 into next st, (dc2tog) 3 times, dc2 into next st, (dc2tog) twice, dc2 into next st, dc2tog, dc2tog across the rnds (18)

Rnd 24 dc

Rnd 25 dc10, (dc2tog) 4 times (14)

Rnd 26 dc2tog, dc6, (dc2tog) 3 times (10)

EARS (make two)

Begin by dc6 into ring

Rnd 1 (dc1, dc2 into next st) 3 times (9)

Rnd 2 (dc2, dc2 into next
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