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      Galatians is often read as a textbook of the Reformation that cried out “faith alone” against legalism. However, the core that the Bible intends to speak through Galatians does not lie in the religious debates or theological slogans of an era. How the righteousness that can never be obtained by human deeds settles upon a soul at once—that is the central message of Galatians.

      

      This book explains Galatians chapters 1 through 6 from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit. It is a record that follows how Jesus Christ—who had the sins of the world transferred to Him by receiving baptism from John, received the punishment for those sins on the cross, and then resurrected from death—and His gospel become true freedom and eternal righteousness to souls shaking under the yoke of the law.

      

      By reading this book, we come to confirm the fact that only the gospel of the water and the Spirit sustains the ministry of the apostles and establishes the saints as eternal children. Furthermore, through the two structures of baptism and the cross, it will be clearly testified how this gospel moves sinners from being slaves of the law to heirs of the promise, and from the yoke of slavery to free people working through love.
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      We ask that you recommend this book and ‘The New Life Mission’s website to many people around you so that lost souls can return to God. (For those who have purchased printed books from Amazon or purchased ePub e-books, audiobooks, etc. through paid sites, leaving warm reviews on the respective purchase platforms would greatly help our mission.)

      
        
        • Recommend Pastor Paul C. Jong’s books and website (https://www.bjnewlife.org) to acquaintances around you

        • Participate in the ministry by writing book reviews on purchase platforms

      

      

      Please join us in this beautiful literature ministry so that the gospel of truth may reach lost souls in these last days. We pray that God’s blessings will be with you.
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      • CHAPTER 1. WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF GALATIANS?

      The author of Galatians is the Apostle Paul.

      

      1. Internal Evidence (The text itself)

      Galatians clearly reveals its author at the beginning of the epistle.

      “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead)” (Galatians 1:1).

      Also, in Galatians chapters 1 and 2, Paul details autobiographical contents such as the circumstances of his conversion, his journey to Arabia, his visit to Jerusalem, and the incident in Antioch, which coincide with the records in the Acts of the Apostles.

      

      2. External Evidence (Church History)

      • From the early 2nd century, the Church Fathers quoted Galatians as a Pauline epistle.

      • Galatians is also included in Marcion’s list of Pauline epistles (approx. AD 140).

      • It is also recorded in the Muratorian Canon.

      

      3. Academic Position

      Galatians is classified among scholars as one of the undisputed Pauline epistles. Along with Romans and 1 and 2 Corinthians, it is an epistle whose authenticity as a Pauline letter is doubted by almost no scholars.

      • CHAPTER 2. WHO ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF GALATIANS?

      1. Name of the Recipients

      “To the churches of Galatia” (Galatians 1:2).

      Paul identifies the recipients as “the churches of Galatia.” However, there has been a long debate among scholars as to exactly which region “Galatia” refers to.

      

      2. Two Theories

      ① North Galatia Theory

      It is the view that it is an epistle sent to the Celtic Galatian people residing in the north-central part of Asia Minor, that is, the areas of Ancyra (present-day Ankara), Pessinus, and Tavium. It is an interpretation that the name “Galatia” was originally an ethno-geographical name referring to the residential area of this people, and that the “region of Galatia” in Acts 16:6 and 18:23 refers to this area. It was the majority view until the 19th century and was supported by J. B. Lightfoot and others.

      

      ② South Galatia Theory — Current majority view

      It is the view that it is an epistle sent to the churches in the southern Roman province of Galatia, such as Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, which Paul pioneered during his first missionary journey (Acts 13–14).

      • Paul tends to use Roman administrative district names rather than ethnic names (e.g., “Macedonia,” “Achaia,” “Asia”).

      • There is no record in Acts that Paul established churches in the North Galatia region.

      • Barnabas, who appears in Galatians (Galatians 2:1, 13), is a familiar figure to the South Galatian churches as a co-worker from the first missionary journey.

      • Since W. M. Ramsay, a majority of modern scholars support it.

      

      3. Situation of the Recipient Churches

      • They are churches that Paul established by directly preaching the gospel (Galatians 4:13–14).

      • After Paul left, Judaizers came in and preached a different gospel stating that “one must be circumcised to obtain salvation.”

      • Because of this, the saints were in a crisis of being shaken away from the gospel of grace toward legalism (Galatians 1:6–7).

      • CHAPTER 3. DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING OF GALATIANS

      1. Difficulty in Determining the Date

      Galatians does not specify the date and place of writing within the text. Therefore, determining the date depends on how one connects the recipient theory (South Galatia Theory vs. North Galatia Theory) with the records of the Jerusalem visits in Acts.

      

      2. Two Main Date Theories

      ① Early Writing Theory — Approx. AD 48–49 (Connected with the South Galatia Theory, current majority view)

      It is the view that the visit in Galatians 2 = the famine relief visit in Acts 11:30, and that Galatians was written before the Council of Jerusalem (AD 49).

      • The decisions of the Council of Jerusalem are not mentioned at all in Galatians.

      • It naturally connects with the South Galatia Theory. Paul sent a letter immediately to the churches he pioneered right after his first missionary journey (AD 46–48).

      • In this case, Galatians becomes the earliest written epistle among the Pauline epistles.

      • Place of writing: Many view it as Syrian Antioch. Supporters: W. M. Ramsay, F. F. Bruce.

      

      ② Late Writing Theory — Approx. AD 53–57 (Connected with the North Galatia Theory)

      It is the view that the visit in Galatians 2 = the Council of Jerusalem in Acts 15, and that it was written during the second or third missionary journey.

      • It is an interpretation that the situation in Galatians 2 aligns better in content with the official council meeting (Acts 15).

      • Place of writing: There are various views such as Ephesus, Macedonia, and Corinth. Supporter: J. B. Lightfoot.

      

      3. Summary Overview
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      • CHAPTER 4. WHAT ARE THE MOTIVES AND PURPOSES FOR PAUL WRITING GALATIANS?

      1. Direct Motive: Occurrence of a Crisis

      After Paul left the Galatian churches, Judaizers infiltrated into the church and began to shake the saints. Their core arguments were as follows:

      • “If you do not receive circumcision, you cannot receive salvation” (See Acts 15:1)

      • “Paul is not a true apostle. He is a figure subordinate to the Jerusalem apostles”

      • “Paul simplified the gospel by omitting circumcision in order to please men” (See Galatians 1:10)

      “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

      

      2. Purpose of Writing — Three Dimensions

      ① Doctrinal Purpose: Defense of the gospel of justification by faith (I-sin-ching-ui)

      “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16).

      Paul systematically argues that the works of the law cannot be the basis of salvation through the example of Abraham (Galatians Chapter 3), the function of the law (Galatians 3:24), and the allegory of Hagar and Sarah (Galatians 4:21–31).

      

      ② Apologetic Purpose: Establishment of apostolic authority

      “The gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11–12).

      

      ③ Pastoral Purpose: Restoration of the saints to freedom and sanctification

      “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1).

      

      3. Emotional Tone of the Epistle

      Galatians takes on the most urgent and passionate tone among Paul’s epistles.

      • The customary greeting of thanksgiving is completely omitted, and it goes straight into rebuke (Galatians 1:6).

      • It repeats the strong expression “let him be accursed (ἀνάθεμα)” (Galatians 1:8–9) twice to those who preach a false gospel.

      • It directly rebukes, saying, “O foolish Galatians!” (Galatians 3:1).

      • He expresses his deep pastoral heart, comparing his pain to the labor of childbirth (Galatians 4:19).

      • CHAPTER 5. BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE CONTENTS OF GALATIANS

      Galatians consists of a total of 6 chapters, and can be broadly divided into three parts.

      

      Part 1 | Personal and Autobiographical Section (Chapters 1–2)

      Defense of Paul’s apostleship and the divine origin of the gospel

      Paul gets straight to the point without a greeting of thanksgiving. He begins the epistle with shock and rebuke over the Galatian churches rapidly turning to a “different gospel” (1:6–9). Subsequently, he defends that his gospel came through the direct revelation of Jesus Christ through the circumstances of his conversion and his subsequent actions (1:11–24). In Chapter 2, he describes his meeting with the Jerusalem apostles (2:1–10) and the incident of publicly rebuking Peter in Antioch (2:11–21), declaring that in the face of the truth of the gospel, no human authority can be a subject of compromise.

      “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

      

      Part 2 | Doctrinal and Argumentative Section (Chapters 3–4)

      Biblical and theological argument for justification by faith (I-sin-ching-ui)

      This is the theological heart of Galatians. Paul establishes the truth that one is justified only by faith, not by the law, through four main arguments.

      • Argument ① Argument from the experience of the Holy Spirit (3:1–5) — He reminds them that the Galatian saints received the Holy Spirit not by the works of the law but by the hearing of faith.

      • Argument ② The example of Abraham (3:6–18) — He argues that Abraham being justified was by faith, and that Gentiles also become the descendants of Abraham by faith.

      • Argument ③ The function and limits of the law (3:19–4:7) — The law played the role of a tutor (schoolmaster) leading us to Christ, but with the coming of Christ, we have obtained the status of sons of God.

      • Argument ④ The allegory of Hagar and Sarah (4:21–31) — Through the allegory of the two women and two sons, he contrasts the covenant of the law (Hagar and Ishmael) and the covenant of promise (Sarah and Isaac).

      “But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor” (Galatians 3:25).

      

      Part 3 | Practical and Ethical Section (Chapters 5–6)

      

      Freedom in Christ and the life following the Holy Spirit

      After the doctrinal arguments, Paul teaches how the freedom of the gospel should be revealed in actual life. He presents the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control), and concludes with the declaration, “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Galatians 6:14).
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      • CHAPTER 6. WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THOUGHT OF GALATIANS?

      Core Proposition

      “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16).

      This is the truth of Justification by Faith Alone (I-sin-ching-ui) that pierces through the entirety of Galatians. All arguments, allegories, and exhortations in Galatians unfold centered around this single truth.

      

      The Five Pillars of the Central Thought

      

      1. The uniqueness and absoluteness of the gospel

      “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8)

      The gospel is the absolute and perfect revelation of God that cannot be modified or supplemented by human thoughts or traditions.

      

      2. Inability to obtain justification by the law

      • Since the law requires keeping the whole of the actions perfectly, breaking even one puts one under a curse (Galatians 3:10).

      • The law was given 430 years after the promise, so it cannot annul the promise given to Abraham (Galatians 3:17).

      • The role of the law was a tutor leading us to Christ, and after Christ came, that role was completed (Galatians 3:24–25).

      

      3. Justification only by faith

      • Abraham also was justified by faith (Galatians 3:6).

      • Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, so that we might receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith (Galatians 3:13–14).

      • By faith we are no longer slaves but sons of God, that is, heirs (Galatians 4:7).

      

      4. Freedom in Christ

      “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1).

      This freedom is freedom from the condemnation and curse of the law, and it is the freedom to serve one another through love (Galatians 5:13).

      

      5. The new life following the Holy Spirit

      “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22–23).

      

      Historical Importance

      The central thought of Galatians has had a profound impact on church history. In the 16th century, Martin Luther intensively studied and expounded on Galatians, rediscovering “Faith Alone (Sola Fide),” the core truth of the Reformation. It is said that Luther loved Galatians so deeply that he referred to it as “My Galatians, my wife.

      • CHAPTER 7. THE HISTORY OF THE GALATIA REGION

      1. Geographical Location

      Galatia is a region located in the highland area of central Anatolia (Asia Minor) in present-day Turkey. It is bordered by the Black Sea coastal region to the north, the Taurus Mountains to the south, Phrygia to the west, and Cappadocia to the east.

      

      2. Migration and Settlement of the Celts (278 BC–25 BC)

      The starting point of Galatian history is the migration of the Celts to Asia Minor.

      • 279 BC: The Celts invaded Macedonia and northern Greece, and plundered even the temple of Delphi.

      • 278–277 BC: At the invitation of King Nicomedes I of Bithynia, about 20,000 Celts crossed over to Asia Minor.

      • Afterwards, the Celts settled in the central highlands of Asia Minor and expanded their power. They were called Galatians, and the region where they settled acquired the name Galatia.

      • 241 BC: King Attalus I of Pergamon heavily defeated the Galatians and restricted their power to the inland of central Asia Minor.

      • Subsequently, the Galatians were divided into three tribes (Trocmi, Tolistobogii, Tectosages) and settled around Tavium, Pessinus, and Ancyra, respectively.

      

      3. Incorporation into a Roman Province (25 BC)

      • 64 BC: As Pompey of Rome reorganized Asia Minor, Galatia came under the sphere of Roman influence.

      • The last king of Galatia, Amyntas, ruled as an allied king of Rome and was killed in battle in 25 BC.

      • Emperor Augustus officially incorporated Galatia into a Roman Province (Roman Province of Galatia), and the provincial capital was Ancyra (present-day Ankara).

      

      4. Ethnic Characteristics of the Galatians

      Paul calling them “O foolish Galatians” (Galatians 3:1) is also understood as an expression reflecting the ethnic temperament of the Galatians. Ancient literatures describe the Galatians (Celts) as an impulsive, emotional, and easily excitable people. There is a view that this temperament is not unrelated to the situation of the Galatian churches, which were easily swayed by the instigation of the Judaizers.

      

      5. Summary Timeline
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      • CHAPTER 8. HOW WAS THE GALATIAN CHURCH ESTABLISHED?

      1. Founder: Apostle Paul

      “You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first. And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus” (Galatians 4:13–14).

      

      2. The 1st Missionary Journey and the Planting of the South Galatian Churches (Acts 13–14, AD 46–48)

      Paul and Barnabas departed, being sent out by the church of Antioch in Syria (Acts 13:2). The ministries by major cities are as follows:

      

      ① Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13:14–52)

      In the synagogue, reviewing the history of Israel, he proclaimed that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. After the first sermon, many Jews and Gentiles responded, but when the Jews became envious and contradicted Paul, he declared, “we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Eventually, due to the instigation of the Jews, Paul and Barnabas were expelled from that region.

      

      ② Iconium (Acts 14:1–5)

      They preached the gospel in the Jewish synagogue, and a great multitude believed. However, when the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles to harm Paul’s party, they fled to Lystra.

      

      ③ Lystra (Acts 14:6–20)

      He healed a man who had been unable to walk from birth. When the multitude considered Paul and Barnabas as gods and tried to offer sacrifices, they strongly restrained them and testified to the living God. However, due to the instigation of Jews who came from Antioch and Iconium, they stoned Paul and, supposing him to be dead, dragged him out of the city. It is presumed that Timothy first heard the gospel in this Lystra.

      

      ④ Derbe (Acts 14:20–21)

      They also preached the gospel in Derbe and made many disciples. Derbe was the easternmost city of the Roman province of Galatia, and the easternmost point of Paul’s missionary journey.

      

      3. Strengthening the Churches during the Return Journey (Acts 14:21–23)

      “Strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God’” (Acts 14:22).

      After preaching the gospel in Derbe, Paul and Barnabas returned in reverse order along the way they had come, visiting the churches and appointing elders in every church to establish their organization (Acts 14:23).

      

      4. Relationship with the 2nd and 3rd Missionary Journeys
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      • CHAPTER 9. WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS OF THE GALATIAN CHURCH SHOWN IN THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS?

      1. The Origin of the Problem: Infiltration of Judaizers

      “This occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage)” (Galatians 2:4).

      

      2. The Core Problem: Acceptance of a Different Gospel

      “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

      The content of the “different gospel” is as follows: “Unless you are circumcised, you cannot be saved”; “Believing in Jesus alone is not enough, and you must keep the Law of Moses to receive complete salvation”; “Gentiles must also come under the law like Jews to become descendants of Abraham.” This is a syncretistic gospel that adds the law to grace.

      

      3. Detailed Problems

      ① The Problem of Circumcision

      “Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing” (Galatians 5:2).

      

      ② The Problem of Keeping the Law

      “You observe days and months and seasons and years. I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain” (Galatians 4:10–11).

      

      ③ Attack on Paul’s Apostleship

      • “Paul is a person who did not accompany Jesus, and is not a true apostle”

      • “Paul is a second-rate apostle subordinate to the Jerusalem apostles (Peter, James, etc.)”

      • “Paul’s failure to demand circumcision is a compromise to please men”

      

      ④ The Antioch Incident and the Problem of Hypocrisy

      Peter initially ate with Gentile believers in Antioch, but when Jews came from James, he withdrew by stealth out of fear and refused to eat with the Gentiles. Barnabas was also carried away with this hypocrisy. Paul publicly rebuked this as not walking uprightly according to the truth of the gospel (Galatians 2:14).

      

      ⑤ Disputes among Saints and the Collapse of the Community

      “But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another” (Galatians 5:15)

      

      ⑥ A Life Not Following the Holy Spirit

      “Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?” (Galatians 3:3)

      

      4. Summary
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      • CHAPTER 10. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS EPISTLE?

      1. Literary Characteristics

      ① Complete Omission of Thanksgiving Greetings

      One of the most prominent structural characteristics of Pauline epistles is that thanksgiving for the receiving church comes at the beginning. While other epistles such as Romans (1:8), 1 Corinthians (1:4), and Philippians (1:3) all begin with thanksgiving, Galatians completely breaks this convention and immediately begins with a rebuke (Galatians 1:6). This is a strong signal showing how urgently and seriously Paul perceived the situation of the Galatian church.

      

      ② Passionate and Polemical Tone

      • Double curse declaration: He repeats “let him be accursed (ἀνάθεμα)” twice (Galatians 1:8–9).

      • Direct rebuke: “O foolish Galatians” (Galatians 3:1).

      • Intense desire: “I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves off” (Galatians 5:12).

      • Labor pains: “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you” (Galatians 4:19).

      

      ③ Autograph Signature and Emphasis

      “See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand” (Galatians 6:11)

      “Large letters (πηλίκοις γράμμασιν)” is interpreted as Paul writing largely as a sign of emphasis and intimacy, or due to an eye disease.

      

      2. Theological Characteristics

      ① The Most Direct Declaration of Justification by Faith

      Galatians proclaims the truth that “we are justified by faith alone” in the most direct and polemical form among the Pauline epistles. While Romans argues this truth systematically and comprehensively, Galatians proclaims it polemically and directly. In this regard, Galatians is often called the “Prelude to Romans” or the “Militant Romans.”

      

      ② Extensive Use of the Old Testament

      • Abraham’s faith (Genesis 15:6 → Galatians 3:6)

      • The curse of the law (Deuteronomy 27:26 → Galatians 3:10)

      • The just shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4 → Galatians 3:11)

      • The curse of the one hanged on a tree (Deuteronomy 21:23 → Galatians 3:13)

      • The allegory of Hagar and Sarah (Genesis 16, 21 → Galatians 4:21–31)

      

      ③ Clear Definition of the Function of the Law

      • The law was added because of transgressions (Galatians 3:19).

      • The law was our tutor to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24).

      • After Christ came, we are no longer under a tutor (Galatians 3:25).

      

      ④ Important Development of Pneumatology (Doctrine of the Holy Spirit)

      • The Holy Spirit is received not by the works of the law but by the hearing of faith (Galatians 3:2).

      • The Holy Spirit makes us call God “Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:6).

      • The fruit of the Spirit is presented in nine aspects (Galatians 5:22–23).

      

      3. Historical Characteristics

      ① The Earliest Epistle Among Paul’s Epistles

      If we follow the early dating theory (South Galatian theory), Galatians is Paul’s first epistle, written around AD 48–49. This means that Galatians contains the prototypical form of Pauline theology.

      

      ② Theological Foundation of the Reformation

      Galatians played a decisive role in Martin Luther’s Reformation in the 16th century. While intensively expositing Galatians, Luther rediscovered the truth of “Faith Alone (Sola Fide)”.

      

      4. Autobiographical Characteristics

      Galatians chapters 1–2 contain the most detailed autobiographical record concerning Paul’s conversion and early ministry.

      • The circumstances of Paul’s conversion (Galatians 1:13–16)

      • Journey to Arabia and Damascus (Galatians 1:17)

      • First visit to Jerusalem (Galatians 1:18–20)

      • Second visit to Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1–10)

      • The incident of rebuking Peter in Antioch (Galatians 2:11–21)

      • CHAPTER 11. IN WHAT RESPECTS DOES THIS EPISTLE OCCUPY AN IMPORTANT POSITION?

      1. Position within the Canon

      Galatians is classified as one of Paul’s four major epistles (Hauptbriefe) along with Romans and 1 and 2 Corinthians. It is an important epistle that most directly proclaims justification by faith, the central soteriological truth of the New Testament, and shows the theological unity of the Old and New Testaments.

      

      2. Position in the History of Theology

      ① Theological Foundation of the Reformation

      Martin Luther discovered a decisive theological weapon in Galatians while fighting against the Roman Catholic idea of merit and the sale of indulgences. Luther’s commentary on Galatians (1535) is one of the core documents of Reformation theology, and its influence spread throughout Europe.

      

      ② John Wesley’s Conversion

      John Wesley, an English theologian and the founder of Methodism, experienced conversion on May 24, 1738, at a meeting in Aldersgate, London, while listening to the reading of Luther’s preface to Galatians. This conversion led to the Great Awakening in 18th-century England and America.

      

      ③ Center of Modern and Contemporary Theological Debates

      E. P. Sanders’ “New Perspective on Paul” caused a great debate by reinterpreting the “works of the law” (Galatians 2:16) in Galatians. N. T. Wright, James D. G. Dunn, and others participated in this debate, and it is still actively ongoing today.

      

      3. Position in Church History

      • The early church used Galatians as a theological standard to discern heretical teachings. Marcion valued Galatians so much that he placed it first in his list of Pauline epistles.

      • Galatians provides an important foundation for missional theology that the gospel transcends national and cultural boundaries (Galatians 3:28).

      

      4. Position in Practical Theology

      • An eternal warning against legalism: It is a warning against all attempts to make human deeds a condition for salvation in any form.

      • The clearest declaration on the freedom of the gospel: It teaches freedom liberated from the condemnation of the law, freedom to serve in love, and freedom to follow the Holy Spirit.

      • The nine fruits of the Spirit: It is used today as a core textbook for Christian ethics and spiritual formation (Galatians 5:22–23).

      

      5. Relationship between Galatians and Romans
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      “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14).

      • CHAPTER 12. THOUGHTS FLOWING IN COMMON THROUGH GALATIANS AND ROMANS

      Galatians and Romans have the following seven core thoughts flowing in common.
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      Core difference: Galatians directly proclaims these truths in a polemical and urgent tone, while Romans systematically and comprehensively argues the same truths. This is why Galatians is called the “militant Romans.”

      • CHAPTER 13. PAUL’S DESTINATIONS — COMPARISON BETWEEN ACTS 13–14 AND GALATIANS

      The chart below sequentially contrasts the destinations in Acts 13–14 with the relevant texts in Galatians, based on the South Galatian theory and the early dating theory.
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      • CHAPTER 14. MUTUALLY CONTRASTING CONTENTS RECORDED IN THIS EPISTLE

      We summarize the top 10 contrasting themes appearing throughout Galatians. At the center of all contrasts lies a single question: “The cross of Christ, or human works?
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      • CHAPTER 15. DIVIDE THE MAIN THEMES OF THIS EPISTLE

      Galatians consists of 3 main themes and 6 chapters, and each main theme forms a single theological flow that is organically connected.

      THE 1ST MAIN THEME (GALATIANS 1:1–2:21) — AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL AND APOLOGETIC PART

      Defense of Paul’s apostleship and the divine origin of the gospel

      

      Paul argues through his conversion and deeds that his gospel was not received from man, but came through the direct revelation of Jesus Christ. Core question: Where did this gospel come from?

      CHAPTER 1 (GALATIANS 1:1–24) — DECLARATION OF THE UNIQUENESS OF THE GOSPEL AND PAUL’S APOSTLESHIP

      • Greetings — Declaration of the divine origin of apostleship (1:1–5)

      • Rebuke against the Galatian church members who quickly deserted to a different gospel (1:6–7)

      • Declaration of a double curse (ἀνάθεμα - anathema) upon those who preach a false gospel (1:8–9)

      • Pleasing God vs. Pleasing men (1:10)

      • Divine origin of the gospel — Not received from man, but received through the revelation of Christ (1:11–12)

      • The circumstances of Paul’s conversion — From persecutor to evangelist (1:13–17)

      • First visit to Jerusalem — Met only Cephas and James (1:18–24)

      “The gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11–12).

      CHAPTER 2 (GALATIANS 2:1–21) — RELATIONSHIP WITH THE JERUSALEM APOSTLES AND DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL

      • Second visit to Jerusalem — With Barnabas and Titus (2:1–2)

      • Refusal of Titus’s circumcision — Rejecting the demands of false brothers (2:3–5)

      • Fellowship with Jerusalem leaders — Approval of the Gentile mission (2:6–10)

      • The Antioch incident — Publicly rebuking Peter’s hypocrisy (2:11–14)

      • Core declaration of justification by faith — By faith, not by the law (2:15–16)

      • Crucified with Christ — The principle of new life (2:17–21)

      “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

      THE 2ND MAIN THEME (GALATIANS 3:1–4:31) — DOCTRINAL AND ARGUMENTATIVE PART

      Biblical and theological argument for justification by faith

      

      It is the theological heart of Galatians. Paul systematically argues the truth that one is justified by faith alone through the Old Testament, such as the example of Abraham, the function of the law, and the allegory of Hagar and Sarah. Core question: How is one justified?

      CHAPTER 3 (GALATIANS 3:1–29) — LAW OR FAITH — FOUR ARGUMENTS

      • Rebuke — “O foolish Galatians!” (Galatians 3:1) Who has bewitched you?

      • Argument ① Experience of the Holy Spirit — Receiving the Spirit by hearing with faith, not by the law (3:2–5)

      • Argument ② Abraham’s faith — The prototype of justification (3:6–9)

      • Argument ③ The curse of the law and Christ’s redemption (3:10–14)

      • Argument ④ The relationship between the promise and the law — The promise precedes by 430 years (3:15–18)

      • The purpose of the law — A tutor (schoolmaster) added because of transgressions (3:19–25)

      • Becoming one in Christ — Jew, Greek, slave, free man, male, female (3:26–29)

      “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26).

      CHAPTER 4 (GALATIANS 4:1–31) — THE STATUS OF SONSHIP AND THE ALLEGORY OF HAGAR AND SARAH

      • Allegory of a child being like a slave under guardians — When the time fully came, sending forth the Spirit of His Son (4:1–7)

      • Rebuke for turning back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles (4:8–11)

      • Paul’s pastoral appeal — Remember the time you first received me (4:12–20)

      • The allegory of Hagar and Sarah — Two covenants, two Jerusalems (4:21–27)

      • Conclusion — We are not children of a slave woman, but of the free woman (4:28–31)

      “My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you” (Galatians 4:19).

      THE 3RD MAIN THEME (GALATIANS 5:1–6:18) — PRACTICAL AND ETHICAL PART

      Freedom in Christ and the Life Following the Spirit

      

      The truth of the gospel leads to the practice of life. Paul concretely teaches what Christian freedom is and what a life following the Holy Spirit should be like. Core question: How does the freed person live?

      CHAPTER 5 (GALATIANS 5:1–26) — DECLARATION OF FREEDOM AND THE LIFE FOLLOWING THE SPIRIT

      • Declaration of freedom — Do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery (5:1)

      • If you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you — Fallen from grace (5:2–6)

      • Who hindered you from obeying the truth? (5:7–12)

      • Proper use of freedom — Serve one another through love (5:13–15)

      • Conflict between the Spirit and the flesh — Walk by the Spirit (5:16–18)

      • Listing 15 deeds of the flesh (5:19–21)

      • 9 fruits of the Spirit — Against such things there is no law (5:22–23)

      • Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh (5:24–26)

      “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22–23).

      CHAPTER 6 (GALATIANS 6:1–18) — COMMUNITY ETHICS AND CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS

      • Restore the one caught in a trespass in a spirit of gentleness (6:1)

      • Bear one another’s burdens — Fulfill the law of Christ (6:2–5)

      • You reap what you sow — The one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life (6:7–8)

      • Do not lose heart in doing good — In due time we will reap (6:9–10)

      • Paul’s handwritten conclusion — “See with what large letters I am writing to you” (Galatians 6:11)

      • Exposing the motives of the Judaizers — Desiring to boast in the flesh (6:12–13)

      • Nothing to boast of except the cross — A new creation is what matters (6:14–15)

      • Benediction (6:18)

      “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Galatians 6:14).
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      • CHAPTER 16. CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM

      1. Common Foundation

      Christianity and Judaism started from the same root but decisively diverge in their understanding of Jesus Christ.

      • Share the Old Testament (Hebrew Bible).

      • Confess monotheistic faith — The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

      • Confess Abraham as the father of faith.

      • Share the expectation of the Messiah. However, Judaism views that the Messiah has not yet come, while Christianity confesses that Jesus is the promised Messiah.

      2. Decisive Differences
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      3. Connection with Galatians

      Galatians is an epistle written right on the boundary line between this Christianity and Judaism. The Judaizers, while believing in Jesus, tried to maintain the core rituals of Judaism (circumcision, feasts, law) as conditions for salvation. This was, in fact, an attempt to keep Christianity bound as a sect of Judaism. Against this, Paul declares the following three things:

      First, salvation is not by works of the law but through faith believing in Christ (Galatians 2:16).

      Second, the true descendants of Abraham are determined by faith, not by bloodline (Galatians 3:7–9).

      Third, with the coming of Christ, the era of the law has ended, and we are now living in a new era following the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:25; 5:1).

      “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).
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        1. Paul’s defense of the gospel
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            PAUL’S DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL

          

        

      

    

    
      Galatians Chapter 1 is the introduction to the letter the Apostle Paul sent to the various churches of Galatia, and a defense regarding the source and absoluteness of the gospel he preached.

      The churches of Galatia were being shaken by a different gospel due to the deception of legalists, and the Apostle Paul strongly testifies that only the gospel he preached is the true gospel that did not come from man but came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, this passage clearly nails down the fact that there is no other gospel besides “the gospel of the baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection personally accomplished by Jesus,” and that any attempt to add anything to that gospel leads to a curse.

      • WHERE DID THE AUTHORITY OF THE APOSTLE AND THE ESSENCE OF THE GOSPEL COME FROM?

      “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead), and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Galatians 1:1-5).

      

      From the very first words of the letter, the Apostle Paul nails down that his apostleship is “not from men nor through man” (Galatians 1:1). This is also a strong defense against the legalists who had entered the churches of Galatia and were disparaging him.

      They tried to blemish his gospel by saying that Paul was not one of the twelve disciples of Jesus, nor was he formally appointed by the main church in Jerusalem.

      However, Paul directly met the resurrected Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus and became an apostle through God the Father who raised Christ from the dead; he did not become an apostle by the recommendation of any person or organization.

      The fact is that the authority of an evangelist comes from God from beginning to end, and it is not the kind that increases or decreases just because human approval is added to or subtracted from it.

      

      Next, Paul compresses the core of the gospel into one sentence, saying that Christ “who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father” (Galatians 1:4).

      All the frameworks of the gospel are contained within this short expression. First, our salvation did not begin from our determination or religious efforts, but began from the will of God the Father. Second, the event of Christ giving His body was not a simple moral example, but an event of redemption given “for our sins.” Third, the result was delivering us from this evil age, that is, pulling us out of the authority of sin, death, and the devil, and transferring us into children of righteousness.

      

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, within the one phrase “who gave Himself,” not only the blood of the Cross but also the baptism at the Jordan River is included together.

      By receiving baptism in the form of the laying on of hands from John the Baptist, Jesus took upon Himself the sins of all mankind at once, paid the full price of sin by shedding blood and dying on the Cross with that very body bearing those sins, and guaranteed us permanent righteousness by resurrecting in three days (Matthew 3:15-16). In other words, the word “who gave Himself,” is an expression that points to the baptism, the Cross, and the resurrection of Jesus as one package.

      Therefore, a faith that separates and emphasizes only the blood of the Cross becomes holding onto only half of the gospel, and misses the complete form of the “gospel of the water and the Spirit” that the Apostle Paul emphasized from the introduction.

      

      To the One who accomplished all these things, Paul offers a doxology, saying, “to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Galatians 1:5).

      Because not a single strand of our righteousness came from us, it is only right that glory should also be returned solely to Him. The first confession of a born-again righteous person always begins by stopping and standing at this place of doxology.

      • IT SAYS THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOSPEL, AND IF ANYONE PREACHES ANOTHER GOSPEL, THEY WILL BE CURSED

      “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:6-9).

      

      The very first emotion the Apostle Paul expressed toward the churches of Galatia was “I marvel” (Galatians 1:6). Other epistles usually open with thanks and praise, but Galatians alone does not. It was because the situation was that serious.

      The church of Galatia was a church that had already received the blotting out of sins and received the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul’s preaching of the gospel. However, when legalists came in and taught, “Believing in Jesus is good, but circumcision and the observance of the law must be added to it for true salvation,” the saints were shaken by this teaching and began to leave the gospel they had originally received.

      Paul does not acknowledge such teachings simply as a “supplementary opinion” or “another viewpoint.” His stance is the absolute assertion that “which is not another” (Galatians 1:7).

      In addition to that, he diagnoses that “there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:7). The word “trouble” is the core. Truth is inherently simple and clear.

      But when people start adding human deeds and religious zeal to that simple truth, faith suddenly becomes noisy and busy. Religious commotions such as having to cry and repent every dawn, having to receive speaking in tongues, having to receive the laying on of hands in prayer, or having to go to the mountains to fast are all forms of this “troubling.”

      True being born-again is a simple trust of acknowledging one’s own shortcomings and accepting the righteousness He has accomplished, but when this simplicity is broken, faith always becomes noisy.

      

      Paul’s assertion goes one step further from there. “even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). A human being cannot say such words carelessly. It is a declaration that can only be made when there is not a single speck of doubt in the gospel one has preached, and when one clearly knows that the gospel did not come from oneself but from God. Paul repeats the same warning twice (verses 8 and 9). He nails it down repeatedly, once regarding the one who preaches, and once regarding the one who receives. A false gospel brings a curse equally to the one who preaches it and to the one who accepts it.

      

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, today’s “a different gospel” have become much more diverse in their forms, but their essence remains the same.

      A gospel that emphasizes only the blood of the Cross while omitting the meaning of the baptism Jesus received at the Jordan River; a teaching that even after being born again, original sin was blotted out but personal sins must be repented of daily to be removed; a theology that says one is justified by faith but remains a sinner and thus an eternally lacking righteous person; even the doctrine of progressive sanctification which claims that perfect righteousness is only completed at the point of the rapture at the end of times—all these teachings are attempts to add human deeds to the righteousness of God that God accomplished once and for all.

      However, the Apostle Paul nails down against all such attempts that “there is no other gospel.” Besides the single thread of the gospel—that Jesus took upon Himself the sins of the world through the baptism He received from John, was judged for those sins on the Cross, and guaranteed righteousness through His resurrection—there inherently exists no other way to make us righteous. (Matthew 3:15-17)

      • PAUL IS NOT A SERVANT OF MEN BUT A SERVANT OF CHRIST, AND THE GOSPEL WAS RECEIVED AS A WORD OF REVELATION

      “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:10-12).

      

      Immediately after declaring a curse upon those who preach another gospel, the Apostle Paul directly asks whom he is seeking to please by saying these words. “For do I now persuade men, or God?” (Galatians 1:10). If he were a person seeking human reputation or human favor, he could never have spoken such strong words that break the peace of the Galatian churches. However, because he was a person who had already determined to become a servant of Christ, he chose the path of seeking God’s pleasure rather than catering to people’s moods.

      A servant is a servant, but the status completely changes depending on whose servant one is. A servant who pleases men may look high on the outside but ultimately lives bound by human recognition, while a servant of Christ may look lowly on the outside but is a glorious servant serving the King of kings.

      

      Next, Paul confirms the source of the gospel he preached one more time. “That the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man” (Galatians 1:11). It means that it is not a religion created by people racking their brains and deciding that this way would be good.

      “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:12). The word “revelation” is the core. Revelation means “opening and showing what was closed.” The Apostle Paul directly met the resurrected Lord on the road to Damascus, and afterward in Arabia and Damascus, he realized how Jesus Christ becomes our Savior as God Himself opened and showed it to him through the words of the Old Testament.

      In other words, the gospel he preached was a gospel that exactly unraveled how the Old Testament laws of the laying on of hands and atonement, the shadow of the Lamb, and the promises regarding the Messiah were fulfilled in Christ.

      

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, this expression “the gospel that came through revelation” is supremely important.

      The law of the laying on of hands in Leviticus chapters 1, 4, and 16—that is, the shadow where a sinner places his hands on the head of an unblemished animal to transfer his sins to that animal, and the sins are blotted out by that animal being killed in his place—was exactly fulfilled in the New Testament when the sins of the world were transferred to Jesus through the baptism given by John the Baptist, and through Jesus’ Cross and resurrection from the dead (Matthew 3:15; John 1:29, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”).

      The Apostle Paul received this consistent flow of the Old and New Testaments as the word of revelation; it was not something he created as some theological doctrine squeezed out of a human brain.

      Therefore, today we too must not lean our faith on human traditions or denominational doctrines, but must build it upon the revelation of the written Word from beginning to end. Only then can we stand firm on the word of the gospel of the water and the Spirit without being shaken by the fierce winds of other gospels.

      • THE APOSTLE PAUL NEEDED A PROCESS FROM HIS ZEAL IN JUDAISM TO BEING CALLED BY THE GRACE OF GOD

      “For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus” (Galatians 1:13-17).

      

      The Apostle Paul honestly unfolds his past here. He says that formerly, “in Judaism” (Galatians 1:13), he was a person who severely persecuted and destroyed the church of God.

      He was a persecutor who captured, imprisoned, and killed born-again believers, trying to destroy that faith. He did not do this without thought, but because he “And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers” (Galatians 1:14).

      In other words, the person who had the most burning religious zeal and desire to establish his own righteousness was the present Paul. He tried to keep the law best, followed the traditions of his ancestors most faithfully, and as a result, he ended up becoming a persecutor of the church of God.

      This confession of a single story shows most clearly the fact that religious zeal cannot save a person. The law is only a mirror; it does not play the role of a ladder. A mirror can reflect one’s own filthiness, but it cannot cleanse oneself with that mirror.

      The Paul of the past was someone who looked into that mirror of the law more often than anyone else, but what he did with the mirror was establish his own righteousness. Therefore, the religion of Judaism ultimately became a religion that opposed Christ.

      

      However, the text suddenly changes direction. “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His grace” (Galatians 1:15). Even when Saul was living as a persecutor, God had already chosen and separated him from his mother’s womb.

      In other words, his becoming an apostle was not a reward he received for living well, but the result of God’s sovereign calling from beginning to end. He finally met the resurrected Lord on the road to Damascus, and that encounter was the very event “to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles” (Galatians 1:16). The Lord pulled him out of the grasp of legalism and newly molded him into an apostle for the Gentiles.

      

      The interesting part is what follows. After the experience on the road to Damascus, Saul says, “I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus” (Galatians 1:16-17). This is a passage that once again nails down the fact that his gospel did not pass through human hands but came directly from the revelation of Christ.

      If he had immediately gone up to Jerusalem and received teachings from the twelve apostles, the legalists would have had an excuse to insist, “Paul’s gospel was ultimately learned from the other apostles, and we know better than him.” However, he did not seek human recognition, but withdrew to quiet Arabia to strengthen his faith before the resurrected Lord and the written Word.

      

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, Saul’s conversion is an event where religious zeal was broken and childlike faith entered.

      No matter how burning one’s own righteousness is, that righteousness only becomes the righteousness of a persecutor before God. However, when we acknowledge that He separated us from our mother’s womb and called us by grace, we can finally lay down our own righteousness and put on the righteousness He accomplished.

      Like Jacob, the one who acknowledges his own shortcomings and relies on the word of promise he heard is the true righteous person, while those who try to establish their own righteousness like Esau or Pharaoh of Egypt will eventually stumble over that righteousness.

      Saul changed into Paul not because he became more religious, but rather because he laid down all of his own religion and knelt like a child before the gospel of the water and the Spirit that the Lord Himself accomplished.

      • WHAT IS THE GOSPEL WORD PREACHED BY THE TRANSFORMED PERSECUTOR AND THE GLORY GIVEN TO GOD?

      “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. (Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.) Afterward I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ. But they were hearing only, ‘He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy.’ And they glorified God in me” (Galatians 1:18-24).

      

      It was a full “after three years” (Galatians 1:18) after the encounter on the road to Damascus that the Apostle Paul finally went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, that is, Peter.

      And it was very brief, staying only “remained with him fifteen days” (Galatians 1:18). During that time, the only apostles he met were two people: Peter and “James, the Lord's brother” (Galatians 1:19). This single piece of statement clearly nails down the following fact: The Apostle Paul’s gospel did not come from a human school or the resolution of an apostolic council. If his gospel had been made through human hands, he should have run straight to Jerusalem right after his conversion and learned at the feet of the apostles for a long period. However, he did not do so.

      

      Because Paul knew well how great the weight of this fact was, he even added the oath, “Now concerning the things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie” (Galatians 1:20).

      Because the legalists in the Galatian churches were degrading his apostleship and his gospel, he had to lay out his past actions without a single speck of falsehood. His subsequent actions were the same. He immediately moved to “the regions of Syria and Cilicia” (Galatians 1:21) and entered into the work of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. The churches in the mainland of Judea did not even know his face. They only heard the news that he was now preaching the faith he formerly persecuted. To them, that was the very evidence of God’s living presence.

      

      The last word of this paragraph gathers all this flow into a single point. “They glorified God in me” (Galatians 1:24).

      The event of a persecutor becoming an apostle is not something that can happen through human determination or human religious education. It is solely the result of God separating him from his mother’s womb, calling him by grace, and revealing His Son in that person. Therefore, the first reaction of everyone who saw Paul’s transformation was only one: It was not to praise the man, but to give glory to God.

      

      From the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, this paragraph shows exactly what the life of a born-again righteous person looks like.

      First, he does not run around busily to seek human recognition. Because he knows his calling did not come from men, he is not overly bound by human evaluations. Second, he preaches the gospel he received exactly as it is. He does not try to add his own insights or his own theology to it. Third, his transformed appearance itself becomes a living proof that testifies to the power of the gospel.

      How did a person who was a persecutor suddenly become an apostle? How did a person who was full of sin suddenly become one who died to sin and lives together with Christ? Such a transformation can never happen by human determination; it only happens when childlike faith that accepts Jesus’ baptism, Cross, and resurrection as a single package comes upon them. Therefore, all the glory of a born-again person must be given not to men, but only to God.

      • THE CORE MESSAGE CONVEYED BY THE TEXT

      The entire flow from Galatians chapter 1, verse 1 to 24 converges on one truth. Namely, it is the fact that there can be no other gospel than the “gospel that is neither from man nor through man, but only through the revelation of Jesus Christ,” and that all attempts to add to or subtract from it will ultimately lead to a curse.

      The Apostle Paul strings this truth together into a single thread and shows it through his apostleship, the gospel he preached, his conversion and transformed life, and the event of the churches that saw him giving glory to God.

      

      To summarize it again from the perspective of the gospel of the water and the Spirit, within the single sentence, “who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age” (Galatians 1:4), are contained the event of the sin of the world being transferred onto Jesus’ body through the baptism Jesus received from John, the event of paying the full price of sin by shedding blood and dying on the Cross while bearing that sin, and the event of guaranteeing the righteousness of eternal salvation to us who now believe by resurrecting three days after His death.

      The faith that emphasizes only the blood of the Cross while omitting the ministry of Jesus being baptized by John, the faith that tries to add deeds of the law and religious zeal to faith, and the faith that claims one must separately repent of personal sins even after being born again, are all nothing more than fakes that the Apostle Paul named “a different gospel.”

      

      Therefore, the born-again righteous person must not lose two attitudes of faith in any era. One is that they must hold fast to this gospel word of the water and the Spirit they received exactly as it is, without adding or subtracting a single speck, and the other is the faith that gives all the credit for one’s transformation and merits not to man, but to God.

      Even today, the Lord is making a person like Saul, who boasted of his own religious zeal, into a new creation by separating him from his mother’s womb, calling him by grace, and revealing His Son in his heart. He desires us to be those who give glory to God, standing firmly by faith on the gospel of the water and the Spirit that Jesus Himself accomplished, without being shaken by human religious traditions and human doctrines.
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      < Galatians 1:1-5 >

      “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead), and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

      • GIVING THANKS BEFORE GOD

      Hello, everyone. Today, with the words of Galatians chapter 1, I want to share the words of truth God has given us with you. First, I give thanks before God who has allowed this place.

      These days, through our homepage, truly many souls in places all over the world are meeting the gospel of the water and the Spirit. Not only from the English-speaking world but also from various other language worlds, people are coming in, and from the Asian world, many are coming in. I cannot express how thankful it is that God has entrusted this work to us.

      Galatians chapter 1, which we will examine together today, is the first part of the letter the Apostle Paul sent to the churches in the region of Galatia. However, if you read the main text, you can feel exactly how great a spiritual righteous indignation rose up inside the Apostle Paul’s heart as he wrote this letter. I want to unravel step by step why he wrote the letter with such a heart.

      • THE WRONG TEACHING THAT HAD ENTERED INSIDE THE GALATIAN CHURCH

      Everyone, what is the background of the Apostle Paul coming to write this letter? At this time, a great problem was arising inside the Galatian church. What that problem was, is that those who considered things other than the gospel of the water and the Spirit, which the Apostle Paul had delivered, to be more important had entered inside the Galatian church.

      What did they consider more important? They considered receiving circumcision in the flesh more important. When people came inside the Galatian church and tried to receive Jesus as their Savior, they immediately said this: “It is good that you believe in Jesus. But that alone is not enough. To become the people of Abraham, you must also necessarily receive circumcision in the flesh. And you must also keep the Sabbath. You must live according to the law. You must not eat animals with undivided hoofs, and you must not eat animals killed by strangling. You must not travel on the Sabbath and you must distinguish and eat all foods.”

      Everyone, does this make sense? Jesus Christ came to this earth, received baptism at the Jordan River, and shed His precious blood on the cross, thereby settling all our sins once and for all forever, so what more can be added to that? Seeing this wrong teaching, spiritual righteous indignation surged up in the Apostle Paul. So he spoke like this in Galatians 1:6.

      “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

      Everyone, what is the Apostle Paul considering strange? The saints of the Galatian church were called by the grace of Christ, but he considers it strange that they are turning away so soon from that place and following a different gospel. And he clearly spoke in verse 7. “which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”

      Everyone, is there another gospel? There is not. In this world, other than the gospel of the water and the Spirit given by God, there can be no other gospel. No person can change that gospel.

      • THE HOLY RESOLUTION DECLARED TWICE BY THE APOSTLE PAUL

      Let us see what words the Apostle Paul speaks next. Speaking in Galatians 1:8-9, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”

      Everyone, look at the Apostle Paul repeating these words twice. He spoke not once, but twice. Why would he have spoken twice? It is because this place is that decisive.

      What are the most fearsome words in the world? It is the words to be cursed by God. However, the Apostle Paul declared that curse twice to those who preach a different gospel. He spoke including even himself. He said even an angel is no exception.

      Everyone, would these be words the Apostle Paul spoke without spiritual righteous indignation? That is not so. Because that one gospel he delivered, namely the gospel of the water and the Spirit, is the single and only truth that delivers mankind from sin forever, he could never leave as it is that attempt to add human deeds to that place.

      • WHERE DID THE APOSTLE PAUL’S GOSPEL COME FROM?

      Everyone, then where did that gospel the Apostle Paul preached come from? Let us read Galatians 1:11-12 together. “But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

      The Apostle Paul clearly stated that the gospel he preached did not come from man. He said he was not taught it by man either. Then where did it come from? He said it came only through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

      Everyone, the Apostle Paul personally met the resurrected Jesus on the road to Damascus. He received this gospel at that place where the resurrected Jesus directly came upon him and called him. There was no place for human hands to intervene there.

      Everyone, what kind of person was the Apostle Paul himself? He confessed with his own mouth in Galatians 1:13-14, “For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.”

      Everyone, was the Apostle Paul a person who did not know the law? No. He was a person who learned under a great scholar of the law at the school of Gamaliel. When it came to the law, there was almost no one who could follow him. Such a person, after meeting the resurrected Jesus, considered all his boasting of the law like dung. It is because he realized that with the law he boasted of so much, he could never be saved from his own sins.

      • WHAT WAS THAT GOSPEL? — THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT

      Everyone, what on earth was that gospel the Apostle Paul received? There are words he compressed in one breath in Galatians 1:4. “Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.”

      Everyone, what do these words, “gave Himself for our sins,” mean? They are not words pointing only to the event of dying on the cross. Inside these words is contained that place where Jesus took over all the sins of mankind to His body once and for all forever through the baptism He received from John the Baptist at the Jordan River in the year He turned 30. And that place where He shed His precious blood and died on the cross while carrying those sins, thereby fully paying the price of sin, is also contained together.

      Everyone, please look at Leviticus 1:4 in the Old Testament. It is recorded there like this: “Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.” Everyone, in the Old Testament, when a person who committed a sin tried to settle his sins, what did he do? He laid his hand on the head of the offering. Then his sins were transferred to that offering exactly as they were. And the blood of that offering was shed. Thus, that person’s sins were settled.

      Everyone, what did they do on the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament? Looking at Leviticus 16:21, the high priest laid his two hands on the head of the live goat and transferred all the iniquities of the children of Israel and all their committed sins to that goat. Through the hands of one person, the sins of an entire nation were transferred to one offering at once.

      Everyone, how was this law of laying on of hands from the Old Testament fulfilled in the New Testament? Please look at Matthew 3:13-17. Jesus at age 30 arrived at the Jordan River from Galilee and received baptism from John the Baptist. Who is John the Baptist? He is a person born in the priestly division of Abijah, a legitimate priestly family. Luke chapter 1 makes that clear. He was also the last prophet of the
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      • THERE IS NO OTHER GOSPEL — ONLY THE GOSPEL OF THE WATER AND THE SPIRIT IS THE TRUTH
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Expanded by faith. In
Christ, without
distinction between
Jew and Gentile, one
becomes a descendant
of Abraham by faith
(Gal 3:28-29; Rom
10:12)

Chosen people by
bloodline: Israel,
inheriting the bloodline
of Abraham, is God’s
chosen people. Gentiles
can be included through

conversion (Gerim).
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(2) Understanding of Jesus Christ

Identity of Jesus:

Son of God / Messiah.
The Messiah
prophesied in the Old
Testament and the
incarnate Son of God.
His death and
resurrection are the
only basis for
salvation (John 1:14;
Acts 4:12)

Does not acknowledge
as the Messiah: Jesus is
not the Messiah, and the
Messiah has not yet
come. Expects one who
will accomplish the
restoration of the
Davidic kingdom and

world peace.

Death of Jesus:

Substitutionary
sacrifice. The death
on the cross is the
atoning sacrifice
bearing the sins of all
mankind in their place
(Gal 3:13; 2 Cor 5:21)

Does not acknowledge
as substitution: Does not
view the death of Jesus
as a redemptive event.

Resurrection:

Confesses as a
historical fact. The
physical resurrection
of Jesus is the core of
Christian faith (1 Cor
15:14, 17)

Does not acknowledge:
Does not accept the
resurrection of Jesus as a
historical fact.
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Early Date Theory

Late Date Theory

Estimated Date AD 48-49 AD 53-57

Recipient Theory South Galatian Theory | North Galatian Theory
Visit in Galatians Acts 11:30 Acts 15

Chapter 2 (Relief Visit) (Jerusalem Council)

Place of Writing

Syrian Antioch

Ephesus or Macedonia

Order of
Pauline Epistles

First Epistle

Right before Romans
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(5) Redemption of Christ

Christ has redeemed us

from the curse of the

God made Him who knew no

sin to be sin for us, that we

Redemption | law, having become a might become the
curse for us (Gal 3:13) | righteousness of God in Him
(2 Cor 5:21)
I have been crucified Therefore we were buried with
with Christ; it is no Him — that we should walk in
With Christ | longer I who live, but newness of life (Rom 6:4)

Christ lives in me (Gal
2:20)






OEBPS/images/image-2.jpg
Part | Chapters Theme Core Question
Autobiographical & Where did the
Part 1 Chapters 1-2 .
Apologetic gospel come from?
Doctrinal & How is one
Part 2 Chapters 3—4 . N
Argumentative justified?
. . How does a freed
Part 3 Chapters 5-6 Practical & Ethical

person live?
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(@) Historical Separation

Time of
Separation:

1st Century,
independence as
Christianity. The
community
confessing Jesus as
the Messiah gradually
separated from
Judaism. Developed
in a completely
different direction
after the destruction
of the temple in AD
70.

Reorganized into
Rabbinic Judaism: After
the destruction of the
temple, reorganized
centering on Torah
study and the
synagogue. Rabbis
emerged as the central

leaders of faith.
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Lystra

Church
establishment

Healed a lame
man. The
multitude
considered
them gods and
tried to
sacrifice to
them. Stoned
due to Jewish
instigation
(Acts 14:6-20)

Timothy’s
hometown. The
expression “you
would have
plucked out
your own eyes
and given them
to me” can be
connected to
the aftereffects
of being stoned
(eye disease)
(Gal 4:15; 6:17)
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(4) Understanding of God

Doctrine of God:

Trinity. One God
exists in three
persons: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit (Matt
28:19; John 1:1)

Monotheism: “Shema
Yisrael” — God is only
one. Rejects the Trinity
as polytheism (Deut 6:4)
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Problem Specific Content Related Text
Area

Doctrinal Acceptance of a different Gal 1:6-7; Acts 15:1
Problem gospel (circumcision + law)
Ceremonial Acceptance of circumcision, Gal 5:2-4; 4:10-11
Problem observance of seasons and law
Authoritative | Attack on Paul’s apostleship Gal 1:1; 1:11-12
Problem
Ethical Community disputes, envy, Gal 5:15; 5:26
Problem strife
Spiritual Following the flesh, not the Gal 3:3; 5:16-17
Problem Spirit
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Derbe

Church
establishment

Made many
disciples. The
easternmost
point of the 1st
missionary
journey (Acts
14:20-21)

Included as
one of the
Galatian

churches
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[ Section 1] Island of Cyprus

Salamis —
Paphos
(Cyprus)

Stopover

Preached the
word in the
synagogues of
Salamis.
Rebuked the
false prophet
Bar-Jesus in
Paphos. The
proconsul
Sergius Paulus
believed (Acts
13:4-12)

No direct
mention.
Serves as the
background
for co-ministry
as Barnabas’s

hometown
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Category Christianity Judaism
(D Scriptures
Old Testament + New | Tanakh (Old
Testament. Receives Testament):
the Hebrew Bible asa | Acknowledges only
typology of Jesus Torah, Nevi’im, and
Bible: Christ, and confesses Ketuvim. Does not

the 27 books of the
New Testament as the
final revelation (2
Tim 3:16-17)

acknowledge the New
Testament. Also values
oral laws such as the
Talmud and Mishnah.
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Chapter | Topic Core Question
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The 1st Main | Chapters | Apologetic Part Where did this gospel
Theme 1-2 come from?

The 2nd Main | Chapters | Doctrinal Part How is one justified?
Theme 3-4

The 3rd Main | Chapters | Ethical Part How does the freed
Theme 5-6 person live?
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[ Section 3 ] Return — Church strengthening

Derbe -
Lystra —
Iconium —
Antioch
(reverse
order)

Church

strengthening

Strengthened
the souls of the
disciples and
appointed elders
in every church,
commending
them to the
Lord (Acts
14:21-23)

“I labor in
birth again for
you” — the
background of
pastoral
concern (Gal
4:19)
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Missionary | Galatia-related Records
Journey

1st (AD 46-48) Planted South Galatian churches (Acts 13-14)

Passed through the region of Galatia and Phrygia,
2nd (AD 49-52) .
strengthening the churches (Acts 16:6)

Went over the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order,

3rd (AD 52-57) , o
strengthening the disciples (Acts 18:23)
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Destination

Classification

Acts 13-14

[ Departure ] Syrian Antioch

Galatians

Syrian
Antioch

Place of

dispatch

Set apart and
sent Barnabas
and Saul by the
direction of the
Holy Spirit.
Sent them after
fasting, praying,
and laying
hands on them
(Acts 13:1-3)

Describes the
incident where
Paul rebuked
Peter in
Antioch. The
place where
conflict arose
over the issue
of fellowship
with Gentiles

(Gal 2:11-14)
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(5 Rituals and Feasts

Core Rituals:

Baptism /
Communion. Baptism
and communion are
the core sacraments.
Worships on the first
day after the Sabbath
(Lord’s Day)

Circumcision / Sabbath /

Feasts: Life of faith
centered on
circumcision (brit
milah), observance of
the Sabbath (Shabbat),
and the feasts of the
Mosaic law such as
Passover, Pentecost,
Feast of Tabernacles,

and Day of Atonement.





