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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date

We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:

editorial@GlobePequot.com

Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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Introduction

Welcome to Maryland and Delaware Off the Beaten Path, ninth edition, two states where you’ll find some of the best food, the friendliest people, the most incredible history, amazingly unusual attractions, wonderful scenery and natural resources, and enough interesting ways to spend a few hours off the interstate to keep you busy for years.

Maryland is often called America in Miniature because the state goes from the seashore (the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesapeake Bay) on the east to the mountains (the Appalachians) on the west. The mountains are not high compared to the Rockies (Backbone Mountain in Garrett County is the tallest, at 3,360 feet), but they provide fair downhill and excellent cross-country skiing. The seashore is among the finest in the East. In one day you can go from one to the other and theoretically ski in the morning and the afternoon; snow skiing one direction, water skiing the other. About the only clime we don’t have here is desert, yet there are sand quarries.

Not everything in Maryland, however, is miniature. The National Aquarium in Baltimore is one of the world’s largest. The collection at the Walter’s Art Museum, also in Baltimore, is world renowned. Maryland also has one of the nation’s largest hydroelectric generating stations at Conowingo (Cecil County), the largest colony of African black-footed penguins in the United States (Baltimore City Zoo), one of the largest and finest public libraries in the United States at the Enoch Pratt Free Library (Baltimore City), and the largest wooden dome in the country built without nails (Annapolis). Well, the list continues, but you get the idea.

Maryland is also called the Free State (road signs say KEEP THE FREE STATE LITTER FREE), and if you ask residents, they’d probably cite the freedom of worship advocated by the state’s founders. Others might point to Maryland’s alliance with the northern states during “the war” and its intolerance of slavery (at least in some parts of the state). These historical facts are true, but the nickname dates from 1917, when the state opposed Prohibition on the grounds that it was a states’ rights issue.

And a third nickname is the Old Line State, which honors Maryland’s regular line troops who served courageously in the Revolutionary War.

In the summer of 2000, Maryland introduced its Scenic Byways program, celebrating the “roads less traveled.” From the mountains to the seashore, nineteen scenic byways have been designated, encompassing 2,487 miles. The average length of a byway is 60 miles and takes seventy minutes to drive, but lots of side trips are possible. The shortest is five miles, along the Historic National Seaport route, and the longest is 170 miles along the Historic National Road route. As part of this program, 800 new scenic byways signs were erected, a state map was created, and a free 192-page book titled Maryland Scenic Byways was published. For information, contact the state highway administration communications office at (410) 545-0303 or (800) 323-6742. You can download a PDF version of the scenic byways map at www.marylandroads.com/oed/MarylandScenicByways.pdf. The Chesapeake Country Byway, the only National Scenic Byway in Maryland and one of only seventy-five in the country, runs from Stevensville (through Chestertown) to Chesapeake City, with legs to Rock Hall and the Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge.

Officialfossil


The state’s official fossil, the four-ribbed snail, is an extinct invertebrate that ranged in size from microscopic to three or four inches in diameter. Fossils can be found at the Cliffs of Calvert, in the Choptank and St. Mary’s areas.



Two historic trails let you explore some of the highlights of the Civil War and the War of 1812. The Civil War Trail includes carefully mapped driving tours that explore the Antietam campaign, John Wilkes Booth’s escape from Ford’s Theatre after assassinating President Abraham Lincoln, and Baltimore. The Star Spangled Banner Trail & The War of 1812 is a 100-mile scenic and historic trail that follows the route taken by the British Marines as they invaded the Chesapeake Bay area in 1814.

Maryland is also involved with the Gateways Network, coordinated by the National Park Service in partnership with the Chesapeake Bay program. A Gateway is an entrance to the byways and water trails in the National Park Service program. Among the first Chesapeake Bay Gateways in Maryland, Washington, D.C., Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York, are twelve Gateway sites, one Gateway hub, two regional information centers, seven water trails, and one land trail. And, that’s just the beginning. Pick a Maryland Gateway and you may visit the Barge House Museum (Annapolis), the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge (Cambridge), Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum (St. Leonard), and the Monocacy River Water Trail. For additional information, stop by www.baygateways.net.

Maryland toll roads are part of the E-Z Pass system (all of New England except Vermont and Connecticut, and west to Chicago, Illinois and south to Virginia and West Virginia) that lets you through toll booths by collecting tolls electronically. Maryland and DRBA (Delaware River and Bay Authority) collect a monthly account maintenance fee ($1.50) and an initial fee.

Maryland has four area codes divided in an overlay pattern. Generally, 301 and 240 codes are for the western, suburban Maryland (around Washington, D.C.), and southern Maryland counties. Similarly, 410 and 443 arefor Annapolis, Baltimore, and Eastern Shore areas. All local calls require the entire ten-digit number (area code and phone number). Only long-distance calls require the number 1 before the ten-digit number.

Although much of Maryland is urban, you can find open countryside within a few miles of wherever you are. You can also find campgrounds and the National Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds recognized Jellystone Park Camp-Resort in Williamsport with its “Plan-It-Green” Award and the Maryland Association of Campgrounds won an award for producing the best statewide campground direction in the small state category in 2009. Deb Carter of the Maryland Association of Campgrounds was selected as the “State Executive Director of the Year.” For additional information, call (303) 681-0401 or visit www.GoCampingAmerica.com.

howtoflytheflag


The Maryland flag was adopted in 1904 The red and white section is the coat of arms of the Crossland family, the first Lord Baltimore’s relatives on his mother’s side. The black and gold design is the coat of arms for the Calvert family, Lord Baltimore’s relatives on his father’s side. When hanging the flag, the black and gold quadrant is upper-most and closest to the pole.



In addition to showcasing Maryland’s attractions, this book also explores Delaware, which has been called Small Wonder for its diminutive size and its natural beauty. Only 96 miles in length, the state is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean and Delaware Bay on the east and Maryland to the west and south. Delaware proudly boasts the fact that there is no sales tax. That’s why you’ll find so many outlet stores and other good shopping venues, from small shops to sprawling malls, throughout the state.

The area code for Delaware is 302, and you needn’t dial it for local calls within Delaware.

I hope you enjoy reading and using this book as much as I enjoy discovering Maryland and Delaware Off the Beaten Path.



WESTERN MARYLAND [image: image]




Western Maryland’s three counties—Garrett, Allegany, and Washington—are a combination of farmlands, rugged mountains, sedate streams, and white-water rivers.

The products of farms and iron furnaces needed to be transported to customers between Wheeling, West Virginia, and the East Coast. So through this territory came the National Pike, which now is Alternate Rte 40. It was the first road across the country funded by the federal government. Along the road are many of the original mile markers, white metal (although they look like stone) obelisks that stand about 3 feet high.

People used to travel to this area to escape the heat and humidity of a city summer. Now, they flock here for the year-round outdoor activities from white-water rafting to downhill and cross-country skiing. Former summer cottages have been modified for year-round living or torn down and replaced with vacation or primary housing. Condos have sprung up like dandelions. (You know, some people like dandelions because of the wine and salad potential. Others hate dandelions because they’re annoying weeds.) Artsy and New Age people have moved here, as certain a harbinger of a “real” community developing as spotting the first robin of spring. We will not discuss the fact that some robins winter over in Maryland.
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Garrett County

Garrett County is known for the Wisp four-season resort and Deep Creek Lake, the largest lake in the state (all Maryland lakes were made by humans). The dam (1,300 feet long and 62 feet high) creating the lake was built in 1925 to provide hydroelectric power. In 1999 Maryland bought the lake for $7.8 million to ensure that the area remained available as a recreation site. The lake is great for boating, fishing, swimming, and just about any other water-based activity you can want. The boats and floating docks and piers are removed in early winter and the water level is dropped. This allows for winter freezing, snow accumulation, and the runoff of the spring thaw. It does receive about 120 inches of snow a year, more than Anchorage, Alaska. Deep Creek Lake State Park, 898 State Park Rd., Oakland, is open daily from sunrise to sunset. Contact (301) 387-5563 or www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/deepcreeklake.html.

Railroads were once an efficient means of transportation in this area (the county was named for John Work Garrett, president of the B&O Railroad). Today Interstates 81, 68, and 70 provide the lifelines connecting this part of the state with the rest of the country.

Some areas and attractions are still in remote places and The Nature Conservancy’s Cranesville Sub-Arctic Swamp is about as off the beaten path as you’re going to find. It’s about 10 miles out of Oakland off Cranesville Rd., and covers more than 500 acres in Maryland (plus more in West Virginia). This natural phenomenon is a remnant of a boreal forest that produces growth normally found in arctic regions. So, you geologists, biologists, and nature lovers can see many rare species of flora and fauna, at least rare for this area. You may see the tamarack or larch and the tiny, round-leaved sundew, an insectivorous plant. You may also see the northern water shrew or the golden-crowned kinglet or the saw-whet owl.

AUTHOR’S FAVORITES WESTERN MARYLAND


Antietam Battlefield

Garrett County Historical Museum

LaVale Toll Gate House

Washington County Museum of Fine Arts

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad



MARYLAND WEB SITES AND INFQRMATIQN


Farmers Markets; www.mda.state.md,us/mdproducts/farmers_market_dir.php

Maryland Department of Natural Resources; www.dnr.state.md.us

Maryland Fall Foliage Hotline; (800) LEAVES-1; www.dnr.state.md.us/outdoors/fallfoliage



In 1965 Cranesville Swamp became one of the first National Natural Landmarks to be designated by the National Park Service. It’s open to the public for photography, nature study, birding, and walking, with four color-coded marked trails (with interpretative signs) through the woods to a 500-foot boardwalk. The trails start from either the drive into the swamp or from the parking lot, and all trails lead to the boardwalk. Please stay on the trails and the boardwalk so you don’t take a chance of harming the plants. Officials suggest you start with a visit to their Web site and download the brochure and the trail guide. Bring plenty of drinking water, and wear sensible shoes, sunblock, insect repellent, and socks pulled up over your pants’ cuffs. Call (301) 897-8570 to let them know you’re coming. Visit them on the Web at www.nature.org.

In late 2008, Maryland became the twenty-eighth state to start a Barn Quilt program when the Barn Quilt Association of Garrett County saw the placement of its first quilt. This organization celebrates the designs and dedication to creating these family heirlooms. So far, four barns are adorned with 8’ by 8’ quilt patterns and you can take a self-guided drive to see them. The first barn quilt, a Lemoyne Star, done in the Maryland state flag colors, went up on November 25, 2008 on a barn owned by Gary and Kate Fratz at 27599 Garrett Hwy., Accident. You can see it along Rte 219 between McHenry and Accident on the western side of the ride (on the right if you’re traveling south). An Ohio Star quilt, done in red, white, and blue, is on a barn owned by Delegate Wendell and Ruth Beitzel at 7644 Rock Lodge Rd., between Bittinger and McHenry. A Delectable Mountains quilt, dedicated to Greg Hinebaugh’s mother was mounted in May 2009 and is on a whitewashed barn owned by Hinebaugh at 5440 Sang Run Rd., McHenry. The most recent quilt, Turkey Tracks (done in red and blue on a white background) was mounted in July 2009, and is on Sue Logan’s barn, 2515 Boiling Springs Rd., Deer Park.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION


Amtrak, (800) USA-RAIL; www.amtrak.com.

Baltimore Washington International Airport (BWI), (410) 519-0000, (301) 261-1000, (800) 435-9294; www.bwiairport.com.

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), (202) 637-7000; www.wmata.com.



The association says they think there are 600 barns in Garrett County and they anticipate 50 to 75 barns will have quilt blocks within the next few years. When you want to know more about these pieces of our past and how to participate, you can contact the association, 809 Memorial Dr., Oakland, 21550; (301) 616-1074; www.garrettbarnquilts.org.

Another reminder of times gone by is the Drane House, built by the town’s first permanent settler, James Drane in 1797. Walking through the one-and-a-half story home and inspecting the recreated garden gives history buffs (and others) a feel for life as it was at one of the few original frontier plantation homes remaining in this area. For a free tour, call the Accident Town Hall.

A key to Accident’s past, the one-and-a-half-story log and frame house has been restored by the Garrett County Historical Society and is open for free tours upon request. The Drane House is on Accident-Bittinger Rd., Accident. Call the Accident Town Hall, Mon, Wed, or Fri, at (301) 746-6346.


Climate Overview

Maryland enjoys, if that’s the word, hot and humid summers (temperatures are sometimes in the 90s) and cold and snowy winters. An average of 16 inches of snow falls each year in the Baltimore–Washington, D.C., corridor. In 1997–1998, there was only 0.1 inch of snow, while a few years earlier there were 70 inches of the white stuff (if this is Friday it must be snowing, or if it’s snowing, it must be Friday.)

Keep in mind, of course, that there’s more likely to be snow in the mountainous western part of the state (Garrett County gets an average of 120 inches), while the Eastern Shore is almost snowless. Summer temperatures will usually be ten to twenty degrees cooler in the mountains than at the beach.

Actually, the weather can be quite pleasant most of the year, and the state has at least its share of seasons, with beautiful spring blossoms, showy summers, fall foliage, and winter wonderlands. The Chesapeake Bay is large enough to create its own weather systems.



The Wisp Resort in McHenry is known for its four-season appeal, so think golf, the Sewickley Spa (301-387-7000, www.sewickleyspa.com), fly fishing, skate park (20,000-square-foot paved and wood facility), paintball, downhill mountain biking, disc golf, chairlift rides (great for fall foliage viewing), bonfires, nature program, horseback riding, day camps, and other individual and family activities (296 Marsh Hill Rd.; 301-387-4911; www.wispresort.com or www.skiwisp.com).

homesweethome


Just 13 feet from the shores of Deep Creek Lake is the Lake Pointe Inn, a bed-and-breakfast inn. It is the oldest house on the lake, dating from the late 1800s. 174 Lake Pointe Dr, McHenry; (301) 387-0111, 800) 23-LAKE; www.epcreekinns.com.



Wisp is the only downhill ski facility in the state. In 2006 they opened its North Camp, offering ten more trails and two quad chairlifts. Bear Claw Snow Tubing Park at Wisp has trails for snow tubing, with a lift to pull you and your tube back up the mountain so you don’t have to waste time and energy trekking and schlepping back up the hill. Another winter activity is the annual Beachin’ Weekend, in March, with music, swimsuit slalom, and games.

The Mountain Coaster that opened at Wisp in August 2007 was only the fourth one built in the United States and the second on the East Coast. Popular in Europe, the Mountain Coaster is a hybrid of an alpine slide and a roller coaster. Riders travel 1,300 feet uphill before descending, twisting, turning, dipping and rolling for 3,500 feet downhill. The attraction is open year-round, and operates at night as well.

historylesson


The town of McHenry was settled about 1805 by Col. James McHenry, aide to Gen. George Washington, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and the man for whom the Baltimore fort was named.



Never let it be said that Wisp isn’t on the cusp of everything innovative for they now offer hour-long Segway tours. Those are the two-wheel personal transportation devices that have become popular in airports and tourist hotspots.

When you want to try white-water canoeing for the first time or if you want to perfect your skills, then head to the Adventure Sports Center International (ASCI). Featuring a 1,600-foot recirculating white-water course, located on Marsh Mountain in McHenry (at the top of the Wisp Resort), the course can be changed, the rocks moved, and who knows how many other adaptations they can make? It’s said to more closely replicate the conditions of a natural river than any other in the world. The 2009 USRA Rafting Nationals competition were held here. Matt Taylor, an Olympic whitewater competitor, is ASCI’s Director of Operations. This flexibility means it will be great for those who want to try these sports and those who defy them. A streamside amphitheater seating 600 allows spectators a front-row seat from a dry perspective. Visit Adventure Sports Center at 685 Mosser Rd.; call (301) 387-3250 or (877) 300-2724; or visit www.adventuresportscenter.com.

Sweettoothtime


Garrett County is the southern-most place in the country where maple syrup is produced. Syrup-making demonstrations are held at Swallow Falls State Park each March and include pancake-and-syrup tastings.



Within the more than 90,000 acres of public land, Garrett County has cleared and marked trails in New Germany State Park, six miles of maintained trails around Herrington Lake, and an additional six miles of primitive trails. Deep Creek and Swallow Falls State Parks have marked hiking trails that are suitable for cross-country skiing. Ski rentals are available at Herrington Manor State Park (301-334-9180; www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/herringtonmanor.html) and New Germany State Park (301-895-5453; www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/newgermany.html).

Reportedly Western Maryland has the only town in the country named Accident, about 10 miles north of Deep Creek on U.S. Hwy. 219. The story is that King George II gave George Deakins a land grant for 600 acres in Western Maryland in 1751. Deakins sent two engineers on separate missions to find his paradise. By accident each selected the same plot, starting at the same tall oak tree. Deakins called this plot “The Accident Tract,” and the name endures; locals wouldn’t have it any other way. Most noted by visitors are the Accident Garage, the Accident Fire Department, and the Accident Professional Building.

Vacationers have been seeking respite in Garrett County for hundreds of years, and traces of that history can be found throughout the county. The Shawnee Indians summered here. People from the sun-baked, humid cities of Washington and Baltimore came here to enjoy the cool mountain climate as early as 1851. That is when the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad ran its line to Oakland, which would become the county seat. The train no longer stops in Garrett County, but the Oakland station, an outstanding and picturesque Queen Anne structure built in 1884, remains.

fitforthepresident(s)


Presidents Grant, Garfield, Harrison, and Cleveland attended services in the St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Oakland. (301) 334-2510.



ANNUAL EVENTS IN WESTERN MARYLAND


FEBRUARY

State Police Deep Creek Dunk

Deep Creek

(301) 387-5898

MARCH

Turning Sap into Syrup

Herrington Manor State Park

(301) 334-9180

www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/herringtonmanor.html

APRIL

Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage

Statewide

(410) 821-6933

www.mhgp.org

MAY

National Pike Festival and Wagon Train

Various locations

(301) 791-3246

www.nationalpikefestival.org

Sharpsburg’s Memorial Day Parade

Town Square

(301) 432-4428

JUNE

George’s Creek Days

Lonaconing

(301) 463-2189

Grantsville Days

Grantsville

(301) 895-5387

(301) 387-4386

Heritage Days

Cumberland

(301) 722-0037

www.heritagedaysfestival.com

McHenry Highland Festival

Garrett County Fairgrounds, McHenry

(301) 387-3093

(800) 313-0811

www.highlandfest.info

Western Maryland Blues Fest

Hagerstown

(301) 739-8577, ext.116

www.blues-fest.org

JULY

Maryland Symphony Orchestra Antietam Sparkle Independence Celebration

Sharpsburg

(301) 797-4000

www.mdsymphony.com

AUGUST

Augustoberfest

Downtown Hagerstown

(301) 739-8577, ext. 116

http://augustoberfest.org

Garrett County Agriculture Fair

Garrett County Fairground

McHenry

(301) 533-1010

www.garrettcountyfair.org

SEPTEMBER

Apple Butter Boil

Swallow Falls State Park

Oakland

(301) 334-9180

OCTOBER

Alsatia Mummers’ Parade

Hagerstown

(301) 739-2044

www.hagerstownmd.org

Autumn Glory Festival

Garrett County

(301) 387-4386

www.visitdeepcreek.com

DECEMBER

Christmas in the Village

Grantsville

(301) 895-3332

www.spruceforest.org

Christmas Model Train Open House

Allegany Fairgrounds

(301) 777-5905



The Oakland Post Office mural at 22 South Second St, Oakland, was created by Robert Gates in 1942; it portrays a buckwheat harvest. Gates also did the mural in the Bethesda Post Office, which depicts the Montgomery County Farm Woman’s Cooperative Market.

Walk along Second St. a little more and you’ll come across the Garrett County Historical Museum, with its exhibits portraying the history of the county’s residents, from Native American to Civil War, and enough genealogical information to keep a family of history buff busy for days or years. There is no admission fee to the museum (contributions are accepted, though), which is located at 107 South Second St., Oakland. Generally, it’s open in the summer from Mon through Sat from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Thurs through Sat in the winter. Call to confirm that the museum will be open for visitors at (301) 334-3226; or visit www.deepcreeklake.com.

Take a few more steps down Second St. and walk into Judy Devlin’s Book Mark’et & Antique Mezzanine. It’s a cozy yet spacious independent bookstore with a definite focus on regional and local titles. They have a special children’s room for young readers, and the mezzanine has antiques and vintage collectibles. Judy’s had this store at this location since the late 80s or early 90s and she was at another location for a half-dozen years before that. In other words, if there’s anything you want to know about this town (or its people), you may as well start with Judy. The store is open Mon through Fri from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (6 p.m. on Wed and Fri), Sat from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located at 111 South Second St.; call (301) 334-8778.

waytoshowsomebackbone


Garrett County has the state’s highest mountain (Backbone, at 3,360 feet), the longest waterfall (Muddy Creek Falls, at 52 feet), and the largest lake (Deep Creek, with a length of 12 miles and a 65-mile shoreline). Backbone Mountain has another distinction as the location of the first wind farms in the state. Synergics Wind Energy of Annapolis is building a 50-megawatt wind farm with up to 20 turbines and Constellation Energy is building a 70-megawatt complex with 28 turbines that should provide enough power for 23,000 households.

The historical marker for the 3,360-foot highest point in the state is on Backbone Mountain; take U.S. Hwy. 50 east of Redhouse and you’ll be at the crest of the Alleghenies.



Walk to the traffic light and turn left as you’re walking through historic downtown Oakland and you’re sure to realize the mountain air must be good at getting the creative juices flowing. Stop by the Garrett County Arts Council where you can learn about upcoming events (exhibits, concerts, demonstrations, and workshops), see the works of more than 100 artists and artisans, and learn about the annual Art in the Park festival at the Discovery Center. Located at 206 East Alder St.; call (301) 334-6580 or visit www.garrettarts.com.

Garrett County is home to numerous artists and there is joy in visiting each and every one of them. For those who don’t have that kind of time, stop by the Shoppe at Heritage Square, the 1884 B&O Railroad Station in Oakland, to buy items made in the county. The store carries apparel, soaps, stained glass, and pottery from local craftspeople. The farmers provide salsa and pepper jellies and honey. Trains, books, and puzzles, dolls, and dollhouse furniture will delight the child in all of us. Yes, the antiques that are used to display all these items are for sale. The Shoppe is open Wed through Sat from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call (301) 334-1243 or visit www.garrettchamber.com.

Just behind the main drag is the Mt. Fresh Pavilion on the Town Parking Lot where you can find public restrooms, the Little Youghiogheny Music Festival on Friday summer nights, seasonal farmers’ market stands, and other events. Behind the parking lot is the Asa M. McCain, Jr. Bridge that leads to a tree-lined walking path to the Lighthouse, past Safe Harbor, and around the Yough Glades Housing Complex.

Those who know me know the Deep Creek Lake Discovery Center is my kind of place. I love learning how things work or why things do what they do. The Center is run by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources as an interpretive environmental center and it’s a fun place to take the children so they can touch fossils, put their hands in a black bear paw print (compare that to the plaster of Paris hand mold they made in kindergarten), see underwater ecology through a microscope, and participate in such programs as hiking and boating safety. Within the 6,000-square-foot building are a classroom, an a/v-equipped conference area for educational programs, and a gift shop with environmental and educational toys, souvenirs, field guides, and books. The Discovery Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the summer, and on weekends the rest of the year; 898 State Park Rd., Swanton; (301) 387-7067; www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/discovery.html.

nativeillustrators


Garrett County has drawn even more artistic talent with illustration work of Mark and Laura Stutzman, who operate Eloqui studio. You’ve seen left-handed Mark’s work on numerous McDonald’s packages (Batman, Jurassic Park), and Mad magazine covers, but he’s best known for designing the Elvis Presley postage stamp for the “Legends in American Music” series. Laura’s clients include PBS, MCI, CBS, Simon & Schuster, Sleeping Bear Press, and many others. Look for activities sponsored by the Garrett Lakes Arts Festival and you’ll probably find both Mark and Laura in attendance. Their studio is at 100 G St., Oakland; call (301) 334-4086 or visit www.eloqui.com.



For years, dining options around Deep Creek Lake and Wisp have been down-home family type places where multiple generations of several families have worked over the years. Then, as the seasonal and year-round population grew, so did the dining options from fast-food chains to slow food that is almost fine dining with white tablecloths. If you’re an oenophile who insists on the properly deep bowled glass for your red wine, you’ll probably be disappointed. If you’re a wine geek who just enjoys a nice glass of wine for a modest price, then you’ll be happier than a kid in a candy store. The dress code is still extremely casual and, for the most part, the food is still good and relatively inexpensive, whether it’s a pizza or fresh seafood. The big decision may be do you want a view of the mountains or the lake or both?

bubblebubblenotoilortrouble


Yes, there is a connection between the name Deer Park and Deer Park bottled water. The water comes from a spring that’s 3,000 feet above sea level, in the midst of hundreds of acres of woodlands. The water is moved directly from the source through gravity-fed pipes to the bottling plant.



One of the more scenic lake locations is the Four Seasons restaurant at the Will o’ the Wisp condo complex on the lake. It’s open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner during warm weather and dinner only during the winter. Chef Jason likes to mix the expected with the unexpected, although one of the more popular items is his signature balsamic BBQ burgers. The floor-to-ceiling windows overlook trees down to the lakeside and there are boat slips if you’d rather go by water than by land, again during warm weather. Located at 20160 Garrett Hwy., Oakland; call (888) 590-7283 or (301) 387-5503; or visit www.willothewisp.com.

As you drive east out of Oakland, you’ll find your way to Mountain Lake Park, established in 1881. There’s a small museum, set in the Ticket Booth that was built in 1900 in conjunction with the Bashford Amphitheater. It has exhibits showing how the town was established as a Chautauqua-style summer resort and thrived until the early years of World War II. A statue of seven children playing on a jungle-gym type structure is dedicated to the seven children who died on September 10, 1959, at the Mountain Lake Park railroad crossing on their way to school. The museum is open regularly on monthly occasions or by appointment. Call (301) 334-2250 or (301) 334-4314 or visit www.mtnlakepark.com.

marylandmysteries


If you read Martha Grimes mysteries, then this area might “feel” familiar to you. Her mother, June, owned the Mountain Lake Hotel and Martha and her brother spent a lot of their childhood here. She went on to receive undergraduate and graduate degrees at the University of Maryland and has taught locally at Frostburg State University and Montgomery College. The Hotel Paradise reflects on experiences she had here. The hotel was torn down in 1967.



There may be more Victorian homes in one place than you’ll see anywhere else in the state. Of course, if you’re a tennis player, then you probably know the town as the home of the Western Maryland Clay Court Tennis Championships, held every Aug. For more information about Mountain Lake Park, contact the town staff at 1007 Allegheny Dr., Mountain Lake Park, 21550; (301) 334-2250.

Whether or not you like stained glass—as in windows, sun catchers, jewelry boxes, and lamps—you’re sure to know someone who does, so you just might want to schedule a half-hour or a day visiting Louis DiCarlo’s Stained Glass Gallery. The home was constructed in 1885 but the pink and blue exterior will shock those Victorian thoughts right out of your mind. DiCarlo (an award-winning designer and stained-glass master craftsman) has an estimated 2,000 pieces on the walls, hanging from the ceilings, and taking up floor space. If it’s an Irish or Jewish theme or dogs or angels that you want, he has it. Or, you tell him what you want and he’ll create it. Oh, he has lots of typical items on his Web site, without prices. He doesn’t “do” computers and doesn’t want to fool around changing pictures or writing notes. Hey, he’s a stained-glass maker.

DiCarlo tends to be in his shop most days, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., but you’ll do well to call before you stop by. 214 I St (corner of Rte 135 and I, although you really can’t miss that paint scheme); (301) 334-8222, www.stainedglassgallery.net.

It’s glass of a different kind when you stop by the Simon Pearce factory and store. I bought my first piece of Simon Pearce glass from his original workshop in Quechee, Vermont, perhaps three decades ago. So, it was a real thrill when I learned he’d opened a workshop and store in Maryland in January 1999, occupying 190,000 square feet of space in the old Bausch & Lomb factory. His style is pretty enough to put in a museum and comfortable enough to use. Hold a goblet in your hand and you may think it was made just for you. You may find glassware, pottery, flatware, candles, desk accessories, lampshades, table linens, and wooden serving pieces.

About twenty glassblowers work in teams of two, and you can watch them perform their magic daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., although after 3 p.m. there’s usually only one or two teams. They may be working on anything from Stratton stemware to lamps. Should you just want to buy some of his beautiful pieces, you can find them at Sunnyfields, Jones Lighting Specialist, and Radcliffe in Baltimore; Albert Smyth Co. Inc., in Timonium; Red Orchard in Bethesda and Rockville; and Avoca Handweavers in Annapolis. Simon Pearce, 265 Glass Dr., Mt. Lake Park; (301) 334-5277; www.simonpearce.com.

Solomon Sterner opened the Casselman Inn, Main St., Grantsville, in 1824 to take in travelers from the National Pike. As is usual with restaurants, inns, and hotels along the pike, this one is on the north side, or the side that westbound travelers would be on. The two-story Federal-style brick house (with bricks made on the property) has nine guest rooms, each individually decorated with antiques. A newer forty-room motel has handcrafted furniture created by members of the community. Stop by for dinner or visit the bakery downstairs where you can savor the smells while you watch breads, cakes, and pies being made. The restaurant is open Mon through Sat from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. (or until 10 p.m. during the summer) at 113 East Main St.; call (301) 895-5055 or visit www.thecasselman.com. The phone number for the restaurant is (301) 895-5266.

MAJOR MARYLAND NEWSPAPERS


The Capital, 2000 Capital Dr., Annapolis 21401; (410) 268-5000 (editorial), (410) 268-4800 (circulation), (301) 261-2200 (Washington, D.C.); www.capitalonline.com.

Washington Post, 1150 Fifteenth St., Washington, D.C. 20071; (202) 334-6000 (editorial), (202) 334-6100 (circulation); www.washingtonpost.com.

Baltimore Sun, 501 North Calvert St., Baltimore 21278; (410) 332-6000; www.baltimoresun.com.

The Star Democrat, 29088 Airpark Dr., Easton 21601; (410) 820-6505; www.stardem.com.



Across the street from the inn is the Ventures with a quilt shop, print shop, and thrift shop in the old Grantsville elementary school building, with the original part constructed in the 1890s. The building also has apartments and offices. Call (301) 895-5737 for more information.

When the nearby Casselman Bridge on Alternate Rte 40 East in Casselman River Bridge State Park was built in 1813, it was the largest single-span stone-arch bridge in America. Gracefully curving 50 feet above the river, it was constructed so that the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal could travel beneath its span. The canal never came this far, but the bridge carried traffic for 125 years. It is now closed to motorized traffic, but the Casselman River Bridge State Park, Rte 40 East, Grantsville, has a picnic area and a scenic spot to enjoy for a few minutes or a few hours. Yes, it is on the National Register of Historic Places. For information, call (301) 895-5453 or visit www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/casselman.html.

Just east of Casselman Bridge is Penn Alps, home to numerous crafters who work in log cabins that have been brought here from the surrounding countryside. The Spruce Forest Artisan Village features a number of artisans in log cabins and rustic structures set among towering spruce trees. You may find a village blacksmith, a weaver, a basket maker, a stained-glass worker, a teddy bear artist, or a potter. They make items you don’t usually see in your average souvenir stand. The shops in the village are open May through Oct, Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Four artisans are on the premises by chance and by appointment from Nov through Apr. The village is at 177 Casselman Rd., Grantsville; call (301) 895-3332 or visit www.spruceforest.org.

Allegany County

Outdoor enthusiasts enjoy Allegany County and Cumberland, the county seat. Within the county borders are Rocky Gap and Dan’s Mountain State Parks, Green Ridge State Forest, and the C&O Canal National Historical Park, where people can hunt, boat, fish, camp, bike, hike, and explore history.

The outdoor types celebrated the opening of the Great Allegheny Passage, a 150-mile trail system that runs from the historic C&O Canal towpath at Cumberland through Frostburg, the Laurel Highlands and ends outside of Pittsburgh. It was twenty years in the planning means you can hike and bike through the countryside beyond the towpath with lots of lodging and dining options. Other Pennsylvania towns connected by the trail are Meyersdale, Rockwood, Confluence, Ohiopyle, Connellsville, and West Newton. It’s part of a longer, 320-mile trail that goes to Washington, D.C.


Bicycling Information

The Maryland Department of Transportation has a 16-minute video of tips and information for cyclists riding in traffic on public roads. You can watch it online at http://onelesscar.org or by writing to Michael Jackson at mjackson3@mdot.state.md.us.

Bicyclists are prohibited from riding bicycles on Maryland Transportation Authority toll facilities, including bridges, tunnels, and approach roads. Understanding that this can be an oops in your travel plans, the Authority offers the following services as a courtesy to bikers:

Authority personnel will transport bikes and bikers across the Thomas J. Hatem (U.S. Hwy. 40, Susquehanna River) and Harry W. Nice (US 301, Potomac River) Bridges for the normal toll fee when time, personnel, and equipment permit. Call (410) 575-6650 for the Hatem Bridge, and (301) 259-4444 for the Nice Bridge, Mon through Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Try to give them at least an hour’s notice.



To research the area prior to visiting, with suggested itineraries and more information, check the Web site, www.gaptrail.com or call (888) ATA-BIKE.

Culture lovers delight that there’s another side to the county and to Cumberland—an artistic one. AmericanStyle magazine has named Cumberland the twenty-first best small city for art lovers. They cite “this former railroad center is a textbook example of arts revitalization.” An Arts and Entertainment district, so designated as one of twelve in Maryland, and coordinated locally by the Allegany Arts Council, has attracted numerous artists to the area, which in turn attract other businesses to the area. The magazine says the Savilla Gallery (9 North Centre St., just off the Baltimore St. pedestrian mall; 301-777-2787) is a “don’t miss” site,” showing the work of national, regional, and local artists.” Look for a free self-guided “Saturday Arts Walk” through the Arts and Entertainment District, rotating exhibits of local artwork at the Rocky Gap Lodge and Resort, and the annual Mountain Maryland Artists’ Studio Tour.

The Allegany Arts Council has dozens of organizations actively involved in choral singing, theater, cinema, photography, crafts, instrumental music, and visual arts. A gallery exhibits works that are for sale and is open Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sun from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m
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