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IN THAT PERFECT STRANGER, I found my fairytale...

Olivia Cadwell—or Parker, if you wanted to know the truth—hadn’t stepped into Leo Folley’s world expected to want to stay.

But when he encourages her to open her own bakery and make her dreams come true, and then offers to invest in the bakery to make sure it happens, she starts to have second thoughts about the plans she had for leaving.

Of course, there are problems with the idea of staying. Her mother’s boyfriend, who’s still hunting her. Leo’s inability to commit. And his newest plan, where he finally takes all the control out of her hands with the intention of reuniting her with a father she’s never met and wants nothing to do with.

When all the chips are down, Olivia has one very big decision to make: She’s let him off the hook before. But is she willing to do it again?

Or is this the time when Leo’s need to be in control finally outdoes the love she’s starting to feel for him... and the future she thought they could have together?

A job is a job... until you’re the bosses pretty woman.
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I STARED AT THE MAN, my mind racing, my heart thundering, and my body pretty much... frozen, otherwise.

I mean, when you think about it, it was pretty impressive. My heart and brain were literally the only things that felt like they were actually working at that moment in time. And even then, “working” was sort of stretching it when it came to my brain.

It was definitely on. There was definitely movement. But as far as coming up with useful answers or actions, I had to say the whole process was... disappointing.

So far, I’d really only managed to have one thought. Leo had been having research done on my background. Again. After he’d straight-up promised he wouldn’t do it.

Again.

Because that was what had gotten us in trouble the first time around. Or at least... well, one of the things. The list was actually pretty long. But that didn’t change the fact that he’d called his private investigator—who he evidently had on speed dial or something—and asked him to find out who and what I was and where I was from. 

Of course, the PI hadn’t been able to do any of that, and I felt the glimmer of a smile at the corners of my lips over that. I’d been too careful about hiding myself for some random investigator to just go poking around on the internet and figure that sort of shit out.

I wasn’t a complete rookie.

But it had been a pretty big violation of my privacy, and I’d been... well, pretty pissed off about it. Which had led to Leo promising that he wouldn’t do it again and saying that he’d only done it because he needed to know certain things for company security.

And now he’d gone and done the exact same thing again, despite the promise he’d made to keep his freaking nose in his own freaking corner.

I’d already known that I was going to be leaving him the moment I was finished with this newest contract. So I guess this just confirmed that particular idea. And in the end, that little piece of rocket science was all that my brain could come up with.

Decision to leave confirmed.

In fact, I already felt like I had at least half of one foot out the door.

And in the end, he’d really just made it easier for me to do it. I’d thought it was going to be hard and that I was going to have some massive regrets. But it turned out those disappeared when you found out the man you’d thought you were maybe in love with was lying to you.

So this, I guessed, was goodbye. And as long as I was doing it, I wanted some answers before I walked out the door.

“If you’re talking about Mark Parker, then the answer is yes,” I said, trying like hell to keep my voice calm. “And I guess that’s my cue to ask you what in the actual fuck made you think you should go back on your word and have your PI look into my past. Again.”

I clamped my mouth shut to stop the shaking in my jaw and stared at him. Waiting for an answer. Waiting for him to say something that would make any of this okay.

Not that I was expecting him to. Because once a liar, always a liar, and all that. 

And also, if he’d had suspicions, he could have just asked.

When he didn’t answer, just stood there looking miserable and guilty like a puppy who’s been caught chewing on your best pumps after he already got in trouble for it yesterday, I lifted one eyebrow and gave him my best Excuse me, I’m waiting look.

That seemed to do the trick.

“Olivia, I’m sorry,” he started. “But you have to understand. You’ve been inside my company and have information that’s at the top level of security. You’ve seen our accounts, for shit’s sake! You’ve had your fingers all over our bank statements. You have information—”

“That’s sensitive,” I interrupted. “Yeah, I got that much. So your point is that you absolutely had to know more about me because you hired me to fix your accounting department? And you didn’t... I don’t know, think about that before you hired me?”

Another miserable look from Leo Folley, who was looking less and less like the CEO of a billion-dollar company and more like a high school boy who’d just kissed someone other than his girlfriend. 

Then, as if he could hear what I was thinking and decided that he’d better get it together, he somehow magicked himself back into CEO shape. He straightened, tilted his chin up, and firmed his mouth, and there was the man I’d known for the past two weeks, I thought. There was the guy who’d been so confident in his ability to fix everything that he’d brought a girl he found sleeping in her car right into his house without a second thought, just because he thought she could help him with a certain something.

Not that. With the need for arm candy for his reputation, I mean.

“I was in a tough position with Jonathan leaving, and I needed someone in a hurry,” he said firmly. “You knew that at the time. And if I remember correctly, you were the one flaunting your ability with numbers all over the place. You might even have been the one who suggested coming on to help, now that I think about it.”

I was pretty sure he was wrong. But I wasn’t going to say anything. Now that I had him talking, I wanted to hear exactly what he had to say for himself—without my help.

He deflated a little bit when I didn’t answer. “I should have asked you more about your background beforehand, and I’ve been regretting it ever since. The fact is, you have information that could really hurt the company if you sold it to anyone else, and then when I saw you and Mark and matched up your last names, and yet you acted as if you didn’t even know him...”

Ah. There it was. The truth.

“You thought I might be working with him,” I guessed. 

He shrugged. “I did. And I had to know whether you were actually related or if it was just a coincidence.”

“You could have asked.”

His eyes narrowed. “I did. You told me you didn’t know him. And I could tell you were lying.”

Well, shit.

Suddenly the air went out of me, too, and I slid into the chair I’d just vacated. Because if he owed me the truth—and he definitely did—then I was starting to think I might owe him the truth, as well.

Or at least part of it.

“I don’t know him,” I said. “He left before I was born. The moment he found out my mom was pregnant, he started packing. Told her he didn’t want a family. Didn’t want a kid. Definitely hadn’t been planning to have a wife, and if he had, it wouldn’t have been anyone like my mom, in her small town with her accent and bad taste in clothing.” I let a laugh slip through at that one, because the moment she’d told me about that part, I’d known exactly what he was talking about.

My mom had terrible taste in men and even worse taste in clothes.

That didn’t mean I liked the guy who’d told her so, though. There were some things you just didn’t say to people you were supposed to care about.

“So if you never met him, did you even recognize him on the street? Or was it truly a coincidence?”

“Fair question. I could have been telling you the truth about him being some random guy who asked me for directions. But he knew who I was. And I knew who he was. He’s seen plenty of pictures of me, I’m sure. For a long time, my mom kept in contact with him. Tried to convince him to be involved in my life. Tried to tell him that I deserved a dad and that he was the only one I was ever going to have.”

Leo paused for a second, like he wasn’t really sure whether he wanted to ask the next question. “And?”

I yanked myself out of the memories I’d just been going through in my head, of my mother on the phone with someone I didn’t know, crying and begging and whining about things that I hadn’t understood at the time. She’d always only told me she was calling Mark.

She’d never told me he was my dad. I’d just thought he was some mean man she had to talk to for something that had to do with being a grown-up.

“He said no,” I told him simply. “He didn’t want anything to do with me. And then one day she stopped calling him, and that was that.”

He frowned, and I could already tell he was doing that thing he always did: processing the information and looking for holes—or a solution. Some way he could save the day.

Some way he could keep playing knight in shining armor, the role he seemed to take on a whole lot more often than I suspected he realized.

He was fighting a hopeless battle there, though. I’d heard what Mark did to my mother, and I’d heard her begging him for some time or money—anything to help raise me. I’d been the kid sleeping on a pile of blankets at the bottom of her bed, subject to move after move as we ran out of money and couldn’t pay our bills, and I’d known even then that Mark had something to do with it. We hadn’t had enough food to eat, and we’d spent half our lives without any power in our apartment, and though I didn’t know how or why, I’d known that Mark could have helped us.

And that meant I’d known that he chose not to.

No matter what else he might be, he would always and forever be colored in my head as the guy who could have helped us and didn’t. He’d always be the guy my mom had trusted and who had turned away from her in her moment of need. 

Now, granted, my mom was a special sort of needy. She had a way of latching on to people and needing things from them until they couldn’t deal with her anymore. But if you loved someone, if you truly cared about their well-being, you didn’t let a little thing like that stop you from making sure they had food. I knew that my mom had been calling him for help, and he’d refused.

Nothing Leo was going to say was going to change that. And honestly, I couldn’t imagine why he would even care.

“The final answer is that yeah, I know the guy. Yeah, I recognized him on the street. And I told him to go fuck himself. Because I don’t want anything to do with him, Leo, and I never have. He might be my biological father, but that doesn’t make him my dad. So no, I’m not working with him. And I don’t know if you are or not, but if you are, I’d suggest being awfully careful about it. My mom worked her fingers to the bone to support me because Mark refused to help her. Period. And that’s not the sort of man I think anyone should have in their life. Excuse me.”

I hustled out of the kitchen before he could respond and before he could stop me. I didn’t want to hear anything else he had to say. I didn’t know how he knew Mark, but I could see him winding up for some sort of discussion about something, and I didn’t want one damn thing to do with it.

I wanted to get out of here, now more than ever, and as far as I could see, now was as good a time as any to start packing.

I’d tell Leo I was leaving before we did our last big event tomorrow, when I was on my way out the door.
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LEO 
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I WATCHED HER WALK away, my tongue—and my stomach—tied in knots.

“Well, that could have gone... better,” I muttered, standing up so suddenly that my knee hit the counter hard enough to make the cutlery—and the glass of beer Olivia had left sitting there—jump. I snatched them up before anything could go wrong, then started pacing through the kitchen, taking the time for a sip of beer every now and again.

Dammit, what a fool. What a fool. I should never have taken that call in front of Olivia. Yes, I’d been dying to know what Pete was going to say about the research he’d been doing, the constant curiosity like insects crawling underneath my skin, but that didn’t mean I’d needed to take it right then.

With Olivia sitting right there, where she could hear me. And after we’d been working so hard at coming to some sort of understanding, no less. I knew she’d been on the edge of leaving for some time now, though I’d hoped to change her mind, and the dinner we had last night, all the brainstorming, all the baking and cleaning up...

I’d felt like we might actually be connecting again. Figuring out how to talk to each other once more.

And then I’d gotten it into my head that I needed to know who she was to Mark Parker and turned Pete on to the case. And then, to make it all even stupider, I’d taken that damned call while she was standing right there.

“You,” I told myself casually, “are an absolute idiot.”

I drained the glass of the rest of the beer—while realizing how strange it was that she’d been drinking beer rather than wine—and slammed the glass down on the counter.

The glass broke. And wasn’t that just fucking symbolic of everything in my life right now? Wasn’t that just exactly the way everything seemed to be going? I’d met a girl that fascinated me with both her mind and her body—and had seemed to match me in every important way—only to find out that she wasn’t who I’d thought she was and had absolutely no intention of telling me the truth.

And I’d still fought to keep it together. I’d fought tooth and nail to give myself reasons to trust her, even when it looked like I shouldn’t, and I’d given myself reason after reason to keep her around even when I knew I was probably making a mistake.

I’d lost one of our board members over it, for shit’s sake, and though he wasn’t a board member that we needed, and we’d be fine without him, it was still a pretty big deal.

And now it felt like I’d ruined everything by finally going one step too far. And where the hell did that








[image: ]


















[image: ]























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png
)

“}i\ W





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
a job isya job...

" until you're the bos

pretty woman

Vs Prettvy Woman Setriesti
re’s Pretty Woman Series #

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image013.jpg





d2d_images/image011.jpg
LOVEES iN LONDON 5

CEXY TIMMS

Fo e o e |





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image019.png





d2d_images/image020.jpg
TIONS

W s






d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/image002.png





d2d_images/image021.jpg





d2d_images/image000.jpg
The Million
Precey Wom





d2d_images/image003.png





d2d_images/image004.jpg
\.kobo\amim\ﬁ ok | ¢






d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.jpg





