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    A lone woman with a small bag and a fixed deadline turns the modern world into a test of speed, judgment, and independence. Around the World in Seventy-Two Days is Nellie Bly’s firsthand account of the journey she undertook for the New York World in 1889 and 1890. Its energy comes from a simple but demanding premise: a reporter would travel around the globe alone, relying on the railways, steamships, schedules, and institutions of an increasingly connected age. The book transforms that assignment into an immediate narrative of motion, observation, and resolve, while preserving the uncertainty inherent in travel across vast distances.

Nellie Bly was the pen name of Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman, an American journalist whose reporting made her one of the best-known newspaper writers of her time. Before this journey, she had gained national attention through investigative work, including her account of conditions at Blackwell’s Island asylum. Her world tour placed her talents in a different setting, but it retained the qualities associated with her journalism: directness, alert observation, and a willingness to enter situations rather than describe them from a distance. Published in 1890, the book records an undertaking that was both a newspaper event and a personal voyage.

The journey began on November 14, 1889, when Bly departed from Hoboken, New Jersey, with the goal of circling the world in less time than the eighty days imagined in Jules Verne’s novel Around the World in Eighty Days. The New York World followed her progress, turning the expedition into a public contest against time. Bly’s account is not a fictional adventure constructed around an invented traveler; it is a reporter’s narrative shaped by timetables, changing routes, encounters, and the practical demands of continual movement. That factual basis gives the book much of its distinctive force.

Its classic status rests partly on the way it joins journalism and travel writing. Bly does not merely list destinations or present detached scenery. She writes from within the pressures of transit, making readers aware of missed connections, rapidly changing surroundings, and the human systems that enable or hinder travel. The narrative’s swift pace reflects the circumstances of its composition: it emerged from a journey intended to be reported as news. Yet the book has outlasted the immediate newspaper sensation because it offers more than a record of an unusual assignment; it captures a consequential moment in the history of travel and public writing.

Around the World in Seventy-Two Days also remains important for the position Bly claimed within a profession and a culture that often restricted women’s movement and authority. Her expedition challenged assumptions that a woman could not travel alone on such a scale or handle the uncertainties of international passage. The book does not need to announce a broad theory of independence to make that challenge visible. Its very structure—one woman proceeding through a demanding itinerary by her own competence—gives the account lasting significance. Bly’s achievement became a prominent example of what women journalists could undertake and report.

The book belongs to an era when steamship lines, rail networks, telegraphy, and expanding newspapers were changing how people imagined distance. Bly’s route depended on those systems, and the public could follow her progress through newspaper coverage with an immediacy unavailable to earlier generations of travelers. Her narrative therefore documents more than individual endurance. It shows a world being bound together by transport, communication, commerce, and imperial connections. At the same time, its attention to delays and limits reminds readers that technological progress did not erase uncertainty. Global connection was real, but it remained uneven, contingent, and human.

Bly’s prose has helped secure the book’s place in the tradition of accessible, first-person reportage. She writes with a reporter’s interest in particulars: fellow passengers, accommodations, local habits, official procedures, and the practical calculations of travel. These details keep the narrative grounded in experience rather than abstraction. Later travel writers and journalists have continued to draw on similar methods, combining personal presence with observation of the wider world. Bly’s work stands as an early and influential demonstration that a reporter’s own journey could provide a compelling framework for serious public storytelling, without surrendering clarity or momentum.

The book’s relation to Jules Verne is central to its conception but also revealing. Verne’s fictional race around the globe had given readers a memorable image of modern travel as a contest with the clock. Bly brought that imaginative challenge into the realm of contemporary journalism, using a real itinerary and real means of transportation. Her visit with Verne during the journey further connects the factual expedition with the literary work that helped inspire it. The resulting book invites readers to consider how fiction can shape public ambition and how journalism can test, revise, and enliven a popular idea through lived experience.

Readers approaching the book should recognize that it is both a travel narrative and a product of nineteenth-century American newspaper culture. Its perspective is Bly’s, formed by the purpose of her assignment and by the expectations of the audience for whom she wrote. This makes the account especially valuable as a historical document: it preserves the voice of a working journalist navigating a heavily publicized undertaking at the end of the nineteenth century. The book’s vividness arises not from hindsight but from immediacy. Events are encountered as they unfold, and the narrative carries the urgency of a deadline that cannot be ignored.

The enduring themes of the work are readily felt even when its setting is distant from the present. It considers the relation between individual agency and large systems, the appeal and strain of rapid travel, and the ways public attention can turn private effort into a shared spectacle. It also raises questions about access: who is permitted to move freely, who is trusted to act independently, and what resources make mobility possible. Bly’s answers are embedded in action rather than formal argument, which helps explain why the book remains engaging. Its concerns emerge naturally from the traveler’s continual negotiation with the world around her.

As literature, Around the World in Seventy-Two Days endures because its form matches its subject. The short, forward-moving episodes create a sense of acceleration, while the first-person voice supplies intimacy and accountability. Bly’s narrative demonstrates that documentary writing can possess suspense without invention and that factual observation can sustain a broad readership. Its influence can be seen in the continuing appeal of narrative journalism that places a writer in direct contact with the conditions being described. For students of travel writing, journalism, and women’s history, the book offers a concise but substantial example of these traditions meeting in one remarkable undertaking.

More than a century after its publication, Bly’s account still speaks to a world preoccupied with speed, global networks, media attention, and the meaning of independent travel. Modern readers may inhabit a more instantly connected age, yet the pressures of schedules, borders, public scrutiny, and unequal freedom of movement remain recognizable. The lasting appeal of Around the World in Seventy-Two Days lies in this combination of historical specificity and continuing relevance. It preserves the excitement of a singular journalistic venture while inviting reflection on the systems that connect people across distance—and on the determination required to move through them on one’s own terms.
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    Published in 1890, Nellie Bly’s Around the World in Seventy-Two Days recounts the journalist’s rapid journey around the globe for Joseph Pulitzer’s New York World. The undertaking was conceived in response to Jules Verne’s fictional circumnavigation in Around the World in Eighty Days, but Bly presents it as a practical test of modern transportation, journalism, and personal resolve. Traveling alone with minimal luggage, she turns a newspaper assignment into a first-person record of steamships, railways, ports, hotels, and borders. The narrative begins with the challenge of securing approval for a plan many considered impractical for a woman traveler.

Bly frames her departure as both an adventure and an argument against restrictive assumptions about women’s mobility. Editors initially question whether a woman could travel independently, manage baggage, and move safely through unfamiliar countries. Her insistence on undertaking the trip without a male companion establishes one of the book’s central concerns: the gap between social expectations and demonstrated capability. Once the assignment is authorized, preparation becomes deliberately economical. Bly chooses a small traveling bag and carefully selected clothing, emphasizing speed and self-sufficiency over comfort. Her departure from New York gives the account its governing urgency, as every connection becomes part of the race against time.

The first stage carries Bly across the Atlantic toward England, where schedules, weather, and the routines of ocean travel immediately shape her experience. She observes fellow passengers and the confined social world of the ship while remaining focused on the timetable ahead. In London, the journey’s practical demands become more apparent: trains must be caught, routes understood, and brief stops measured against the larger deadline. Bly’s narrative repeatedly balances descriptive travel writing with logistical calculation. Rather than treating distance as an abstraction, she shows how a global itinerary depends on the coordination of crews, railway officials, ticket agents, and passengers moving through interconnected transport systems.

A notable early detour takes Bly to Amiens, France, where she visits Jules Verne, whose novel had supplied the imaginative challenge behind her assignment. Their meeting links the book’s real-world expedition to the popular fiction that inspired it, while also underscoring the difference between a planned narrative adventure and the uncertainties of actual travel. Bly then continues through continental Europe toward the Mediterranean, using rail and sea routes that connect European capitals and ports with the Suez passage. The pace remains brisk, but her account pauses often enough to register the practical friction of transfers, delayed information, and the limits imposed by fixed departure times.

As Bly travels eastward through the Mediterranean and the Suez Canal, the journey broadens into an account of international maritime travel. Ports and vessels function as meeting places for people from different national and linguistic backgrounds, and Bly records the changing landscapes, climates, and customs encountered along the way. Her observations are shaped by the perspective of a late nineteenth-century American reporter and traveler, attentive to the novelty of unfamiliar surroundings as well as to the commercial networks that make rapid passage possible. The book does not become a systematic study of the places she visits; its descriptions remain tied to the immediate demands of movement and observation.

In South Asia and Southeast Asia, Bly continues to measure local experiences against the narrow time available. Stops that might ordinarily invite extended sightseeing are compressed into short excursions, conversations, and impressions before the next ship or train must be reached. This tension between curiosity and speed gives the narrative much of its character. Bly seeks to see as much as possible, yet the assignment requires her to leave repeatedly before any place can be fully known. Her route demonstrates both the reach of nineteenth-century imperial-era transport networks and the uneven, sometimes exhausting conditions through which travelers passed between major ports.

The later Asian portions of the trip include visits to Hong Kong and Japan, where Bly records encounters with urban life, commerce, lodging, and local travel arrangements. She remains alert to the possibility that small obstacles—miscommunication, missed connections, or changes in sailing plans—could disrupt the entire undertaking. The journey’s drama therefore comes less from a single crisis than from the accumulation of practical uncertainties. Bly’s narrative also makes clear that independent travel requires continual judgment: deciding whom to trust, how to navigate unfamiliar systems, and when to sacrifice comfort or exploration for the sake of the schedule. Her firsthand reporting gives these decisions an immediate, personal scale.

Crossing the Pacific brings Bly closer to the final continental leg of her itinerary, but it does not remove the pressure of time. Arrival in the United States shifts the setting from international steamship routes to the country’s rail network, where public interest in her progress has grown through coverage in the New York World. The return journey highlights the role of communication in the story: newspaper reports allow readers to follow an event that is still unfolding, making the expedition both a private test of endurance and a public spectacle. Bly’s account maintains its focus on movement, punctuality, and the effort required to sustain momentum.

Around the World in Seventy-Two Days ultimately presents a concise record of a journalist testing the possibilities of modern travel while challenging assumptions about women’s independence. Bly’s route reveals a world increasingly linked by railways, steamships, telegraphs, and newspapers, yet still marked by delays, cultural distance, and unequal access to mobility. Her brisk, observant style keeps the emphasis on lived experience rather than abstract claims, showing how preparation and determination operate within larger technological systems. The book endures as an important example of early investigative and participatory journalism, as well as a document of the ambitions and limitations of global travel at the end of the nineteenth century.
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    Around the World in Seventy-Two Days emerged from the late nineteenth-century United States, especially the commercial and journalistic world of New York City in 1889. The narrative is framed by powerful institutions: mass-circulation newspapers, steamship companies, railroads, telegraph networks, and the imperial governments that regulated many of the ports through which Nellie Bly traveled. Bly departed New York on November 14, 1889, and returned on January 25, 1890, after a trip publicized as a race against time. Her account belongs to an age when industrial transport made global movement faster for some travelers while political borders, colonial authority, and economic inequality remained highly consequential.

Nellie Bly was the pen name of Elizabeth Cochran Seaman, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1864. She entered journalism in 1885 at the Pittsburgh Dispatch after writing a response to a column that disparaged working women. Her early reporting addressed women’s employment, divorce, and other social issues, although the paper also assigned her conventional subjects associated with women’s pages. That beginning matters for Around the World in Seventy-Two Days: Bly’s journey was not merely a vacation but a professional assignment undertaken by a woman journalist seeking authority in a field dominated by men. Her career challenged prevailing assumptions about women’s mobility, credibility, and public role.

Before her world tour, Bly had gained national attention through investigative reporting for Joseph Pulitzer’s New York World. In 1887, she secured admission to the Women’s Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island by feigning mental illness and later published her observations as Ten Days in a Mad-House. The reporting documented harsh conditions faced by patients and helped make Bly famous. This experience established her method of entering institutions directly rather than relying only on official statements. Although the travel book is lighter in tone than her asylum exposé, it carries the same interest in firsthand observation and in testing claims made by authorities, companies, and social convention.

The New York World was central to the conditions that produced the trip. Pulitzer bought the paper in 1883 and expanded its circulation through lower prices, striking illustrations, human-interest reporting, campaigns, and attention-grabbing stories. Late nineteenth-century urban newspapers competed intensely for readers and advertising revenue, and dramatic reporting could become both news and public entertainment. Bly’s proposed journey offered the World a highly marketable event: readers could follow a reporter attempting a difficult, measurable feat. The book therefore reflects the rise of modern mass journalism, in which an individual reporter’s personality, dispatches, and public reputation could be used to build a newspaper’s audience.

Bly’s journey was explicitly connected to Jules Verne’s 1873 novel Around the World in Eighty Days. Verne’s fictional English traveler Phileas Fogg completed a global circuit through a combination of rail, steamship, and tightly organized schedules. By the 1880s, the premise was plausible enough to become the basis for a real newspaper enterprise, though it remained demanding and vulnerable to delays. Bly visited Verne at his home in Amiens, France, during the trip. Her account transforms a celebrated work of fiction into a test of actual transportation systems, while also replacing Verne’s wealthy male protagonist with a working woman journalist.

Steam navigation was one of the principal technologies behind Bly’s itinerary. By the late nineteenth century, ocean-going steamships had reduced dependence on wind and made commercial travel more regular, although weather, mechanical problems, quarantine rules, and port procedures could still disrupt schedules. Shipping lines connected Atlantic, Mediterranean, Indian Ocean, and Pacific ports in systems shaped by trade and empire. Bly traveled as a passenger within this network, relying on published timetables and the labor of crews, dockworkers, and port employees. Her repeated concern with departures and connections shows how industrial transport reorganized time, making minutes and hours central to both business and news.

The Suez Canal, opened in 1869, was equally important to the possibility of a rapid eastward route. It linked the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea, shortening sea travel between Europe and South Asia compared with the older route around the Cape of Good Hope. The canal became a strategic artery for British connections with India and the wider empire. Britain occupied Egypt in 1882 and exercised decisive influence there, while maintaining that Egypt was formally part of the Ottoman Empire until later political changes. Bly’s passage through the canal route illustrates how a technological project had become inseparable from imperial power and global commerce.

Railroads completed the other major part of the transport revolution. In the United States, the first transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869, joining eastern rail connections to the Pacific coast. By 1889, railroads and coordinated schedules enabled cross-country travel in far less time than had been possible in earlier decades. Bly’s final movement across the United States depended on this infrastructure, and the World helped arrange an expedited train for part of her return. The episode demonstrates the reach of corporate rail power and the public fascination with speed. It also shows that rapid travel often depended on exceptional arrangements unavailable to ordinary passengers.

Bly’s decision to travel alone was widely discussed because women’s independent long-distance travel remained controversial in the United States and Europe. Middle-class ideals often associated respectable womanhood with domesticity, male protection, and limited public movement. Women nevertheless traveled, worked, migrated, and participated in reform movements, but they encountered legal, economic, and social constraints that men did not face in the same ways. Bly packed lightly and rejected claims that she needed extensive luggage or a male escort. The narrative repeatedly turns practical competence into an argument against gendered expectations, making the journey part of the broader late nineteenth-century contest over women’s public independence.

This challenge to convention occurred during an era of organized activism for women’s rights. In the United States, advocates for woman suffrage, property rights, education, and expanded employment had been active since the mid-nineteenth century. The National American Woman Suffrage Association was formed in 1890, the year Bly’s book appeared, through the merger of two major suffrage organizations. Bly was not presenting the travel narrative as a formal suffrage treatise, but its public reception was connected to debates about women’s capabilities. By performing a highly visible task associated with technical planning, endurance, and commercial travel, she provided evidence against arguments for women’s dependence.

The route also placed Bly within the British imperial world. Britain governed India directly through the Raj after the transfer of authority from the East India Company to the Crown in 1858, and it controlled or influenced strategic ports and sea lanes across the globe. Colonial shipping routes were designed chiefly to move troops, administrators, mail, raw materials, and goods, even as they also carried tourists and journalists. Bly’s narrative records travel through places shaped by this system. It can reveal the ease with which a U.S. passenger could use imperial infrastructure, while its brief encounters and rapid pace also reflect the limitations of a traveler’s perspective on colonized societies.

British India was a particularly important stop because it stood at the center of imperial trade and administration. Railways, telegraphs, and ports in India had expanded under colonial rule, often serving military and commercial priorities. Indian people paid taxes and supplied labor within an unequal political order in which ultimate authority rested with British officials. Bly described scenes encountered during a short visit, including aspects of everyday life that American and European readers regarded as unfamiliar. Such passages are historically useful as evidence of contemporary travel writing, but they must be read alongside the fact that a hurried foreign visitor could not provide a full account of Indian society or of the coercive structures of colonial rule.

In China, Bly passed through Hong Kong, a treaty port and British crown colony. Britain had acquired Hong Kong Island under the Treaty of Nanking in 1842 after the First Opium War; the colony became an important commercial and shipping center. Its prominence in international travel was tied to nineteenth-century treaty-port systems imposed on Qing China after military conflict and unequal treaties. Bly’s brief observations occurred during the final decades of Qing rule, before the 1911 Revolution. Her account reflects the port-city world encountered by foreign travelers, a world shaped by Chinese commerce as well as by foreign political and military privileges.

Japan offered another example of rapid political and economic change. The Meiji Restoration of 1868 replaced the Tokugawa shogunate with a new imperial government that pursued centralization, industrial development, military reform, and revised relations with foreign powers. Yokohama, where Bly spent time, had opened to foreign trade in 1859 and became a major treaty port. By 1889, Japan had railways, modern institutions, and expanding international trade, while still negotiating unequal treaty arrangements imposed by Western states. Bly’s impressions of Japan arose from a short stop, yet the setting underscores how travelers encountered a country actively reshaping itself within a global order dominated by industrial powers.

The Pacific crossing and Bly’s arrival in San Francisco linked the Asian route to the United States’ own expanding power in the Pacific. California’s ports, railroads, and commercial ties made them crucial points in transoceanic movement. This world was also marked by exclusion and racial conflict. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 had suspended the immigration of Chinese laborers to the United States, following years of anti-Chinese agitation in western states. Bly’s route depended on the same Pacific commercial networks in which Chinese migrants, merchants, sailors, and workers had long participated, even as U.S. law increasingly restricted Chinese entry and belonging.

The trip was a competitive media event from the beginning. The World announced Bly’s departure and published reports that allowed readers to calculate her progress. The magazine Cosmopolitan sent journalist Elizabeth Bisland around the world in the opposite direction shortly after Bly left, creating a parallel contest between two women reporters. Bly returned first, completing her circuit in a little more than seventy-two days and beating the eighty-day fictional benchmark that had inspired the undertaking. The public tracking of both journeys demonstrates how newspapers and magazines turned modern transportation, women’s achievement, and international travel into serialized spectacle.

Published in 1890, Around the World in Seventy-Two Days preserves more than the record of a fast journey. It is a product of an era that celebrated speed, invention, and global connection, yet those achievements rested on unequal access to money, passports, infrastructure, labor, and imperial authority. Bly’s confident movement through a male-dominated profession challenged restrictions placed on women and expanded the public image of the woman reporter. At the same time, the book’s compressed encounters with colonized places reveal the limits of late nineteenth-century American travel writing. It functions both as a critique of gender conventions and as a vivid mirror of industrial, imperial, and media-driven modernity.
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    Nellie Bly, the pen name of Elizabeth Cochran Seaman, was an American journalist, writer, and reform-minded investigative reporter whose career unfolded during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Born in Pennsylvania in 1864 and active chiefly in Pittsburgh and New York, she became one of the best-known practitioners of “stunt journalism,” a form that used firsthand reporting and public challenges to expose social conditions. Bly’s work combined vivid narrative, interviews, observation, and undercover investigation. Her reporting helped broaden the possibilities available to women in American newspapers and remains influential in discussions of investigative journalism, institutional accountability, and the ethics of immersive reporting.

Bly briefly attended the Indiana Normal School, now Indiana University of Pennsylvania, but did not complete a degree. Her entry into journalism came in 1885, when the Pittsburgh Dispatch published her response to a column that disparaged women in the workforce. The paper hired her soon afterward, and she adopted the name Nellie Bly, drawn from the title of a song by Stephen Foster. In her early newspaper writing, she addressed employment, poverty, divorce law, and the limited opportunities afforded to women. These articles departed from the domestic and society coverage commonly assigned to women reporters, establishing the socially engaged direction of her career.

At the Pittsburgh Dispatch, Bly also undertook reporting in Mexico, where she wrote about everyday life and political conditions under the government of Porfirio Díaz. Her articles were later collected in Six Months in Mexico, published in 1888. The book showed her developing preference for direct description and accessible prose, while also reflecting the constraints and assumptions of American foreign correspondence in its era. After returning to the United States, she sought broader professional opportunities in New York. Her determination to write about public issues, rather than remain confined to conventional “women’s pages,” became central to her public identity as a journalist.

Bly joined Joseph Pulitzer’s New York World in 1887 and soon produced her most famous investigation. By arranging to be admitted to the Women’s Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island, she documented harsh conditions experienced by patients, including inadequate food, cold, neglect, and abusive treatment. Her newspaper series was published as Ten Days in a Mad-House and later appeared in book form. The reporting drew wide attention and contributed to public scrutiny of the institution and to increased funding for care of people in New York’s public asylums. It also became a landmark example of undercover investigative journalism, admired for its impact while prompting enduring ethical debate about deception in reporting.

During her years at the World, Bly reported on other social institutions and urban experiences, often placing herself within the circumstances she described. Her work included investigations involving factories, domestic labor, charitable homes, and jails, as well as interviews with prominent public figures. She wrote in a forceful, highly personal newspaper style that made systems of inequality and neglect legible to a mass readership. Critics and later historians have recognized her as a pioneering reporter, though modern readers also assess her work in the context of the period’s sensational newspaper culture. Her strongest articles joined dramatic storytelling to concerns about the treatment of poor, working-class, and institutionalized people.

In 1889 and 1890, Bly undertook a highly publicized journey around the world, inspired by Jules Verne’s novel Around the World in Eighty Days. Traveling alone with limited luggage, she completed the trip in seventy-two days, a record-setting achievement that became an international news event. She met Verne during the journey and reported regularly for the World. Her account was published as Around the World in Seventy-Two Days in 1890. The expedition demonstrated both the growing reach of modern transportation and the appeal of personality-driven journalism. It also challenged prevailing assumptions that women could not travel independently or undertake demanding public assignments.

In her later life, Bly worked in business and eventually returned to journalism. During the First World War, she reported from Europe, including from Austria-Hungary, and she later wrote a New York Evening Journal column that addressed current events and human-interest subjects. She died in New York City in 1922. Bly’s legacy rests on her insistence that journalism could investigate hidden institutions, engage wide audiences, and give public visibility to people whose circumstances were often ignored. Her books, especially Ten Days in a Mad-House and Around the World in Seventy-Two Days, continue to be read, while her career remains relevant to debates about women in media, immersive reporting, and reform-oriented journalism.
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WHAT gave me the idea?

It is sometimes difficult to tell exactly what gives birth to an idea. Ideas are the chief stock in trade of newspaper writers and generally they are the scarcest stock in market, but they do come occasionally,

This idea came to me one Sunday. I had spent a greater part of the day and half the night vainly trying to fasten on some idea for a newspaper article. It was my custom to think up ideas on Sunday and lay them before my editor for his approval or disapproval on Monday. But ideas did not come that day and three o'clock in the morning found me weary and with an aching head tossing about in my bed. At last tired and provoked at my slowness in finding a subject, something for the week's work, I thought fretfully:

"I wish I was at the other end of the earth[1q]!"

"And why not?" the thought came: "I need a vacation; why not take a trip around the world?"

It is easy to see how one thought followed another. The idea of a trip around the world pleased me and I added: "If I could do it as quickly as Phileas Fogg[1] did, I should go."

Then I wondered if it were possible to do the trip eighty days and afterwards I went easily off to sleep with the determination to know before I saw my bed again if Phileas Fogg's record could be broken.

I went to a steamship company's office that day and made a selection of time tables. Anxiously I sat down and went over them and if I had found the elixir of life I should not have felt better than I did when I conceived a hope that a tour of the world might be made in even less than eighty days.

I approached my editor rather timidly on the subject. I was afraid that he would think the idea too wild and visionary.

"Have you any ideas?" he asked, as I sat down by his desk.

"One," I answered quietly.

He sat toying with his pens, waiting for me to continue, so I blurted out:

"I want to go around the world!"

"Well?" he said, inquiringly looking up with a faint smile in his kind eyes.

"I want to go around in eighty days or less. I think I can beat Phileas Fogg's record. May I try it?"

To my dismay he told me that in the office they had thought of this same idea before and the intention was to send a man. However he offered me the consolation that he would favor my going, and then we went to talk with the business manager about it.

"It is impossible for you to do it," was the terrible verdict. "In the first place you are a woman and would need a protector, and even if it were possible for you to travel alone you would need to carry so much baggage that it would detain you in making rapid changes. Besides you speak nothing but English, so there is no use talking about it; no one but a man can do this."

"Very well," I said angrily, "Start the man, and I'll start the same day for some other newspaper and beat him."

"I believe you would," he said slowly. I would not say that this had any influence on their decision, but I do know that before we parted I was made happy by the promise that if any one was commissioned to make the trip, I should be that one.

After I had made my arrangements to go, other important projects for gathering news came up, and this rather visionary idea was put aside for a while.

One cold, wet evening, a year after this discussion, I received a little note asking me to come to the office at once. A summons, late in the afternoon, was such an unusual thing to me that I was to be excused if I spent all my time on the way to the office wondering what I was to be scolded for.

I went in and sat down beside the editor waiting for him to speak. He looked up from the paper on which he was writing and asked quietly: "Can you start around the world day after tomorrow?"

"I can start this minute," I answered, quickly trying to stop the rapid beating of my heart.

"We did think of starting you on the City of Paris tomorrow morning, so as to give you ample time to catch the mail train out of London. There is a chance if the Augusta Victoria, which sails the morning afterwards, has rough weather of your failing to connect with the mail train."

"I will take my chances on the Augusta Victoria, and save one extra day," I said.

The next morning I went to Ghormley, the fashionable dressmaker, to order a dress. It was after eleven o'clock when I got there and it took but very few moments to tell him what I wanted.

I always have a comfortable feeling that nothing is impossible if one applies a certain amount of energy in the right direction. When I want things done, which is always at the last moment, and I am met with such an answer: "It's too late. I hardly think it can be done;" I simply say:

"Nonsense! If you want to do it, you can do it. The question is, do you want to do it?"

I have never met the man or woman yet who was not aroused by that answer into doing their very best.

If we want good work from others or wish to accomplish anything ourselves, it will never do to harbor a doubt as to the result of an enterprise.

So, when I went to Ghormley's, I said to him: "I want a dress by this evening."

"Very well," he answered as unconcernedly as if it were an everyday thing for a young woman to order a gown on a few hours' notice.

"I want a dress that will stand constant wear for three months," I added, and then let the responsibility rest on him.

Bringing out several different materials he threw them in artistic folds over a small table, studying the effect in a pier glass before which he stood.

He did not become nervous or hurried. All the time that he was trying the different effects of the materials, he kept up a lively and half humorous conversation. In a few moments he had selected a plain blue broadcloth and a quiet plaid camel's-hair as the most durable and suitable combination for a traveling gown.

Before I left, probably one o'clock, I had my first fitting. When I returned at five o'clock for a second fitting, the dress was finished. I considered this promptness and speed a good omen and quite in keeping with the project.

After leaving Ghormley's I went to a shop and ordered an ulster. Then going to another dressmaker's, I ordered a lighter dress to carry with me to be worn in the land where I would find summer.

I bought one hand-bag with the determination to confine my baggage to its limit.

That night there was nothing to do but write to my few friends a line of farewell and to pack the hand-bag.

Packing that bag was the most difficult undertaking of my life; there was so much to go into such little space.

I got everything in at last except the extra dress. Then the question resolved itself into this: I must either add a parcel to my baggage or go around the world in and with one dress. I always hated parcels so I sacrificed the dress, but I brought out a last summer's silk bodice and after considerable squeezing managed to crush it into the hand-bag.

I think that I went away one of the most superstitious of girls. My editor had told me the day before the trip had been decided upon of an inauspicious dream he had had. It seemed that I came to him and told him I was going to run a race. Doubting my ability as a runner, he thought he turned his back so that he should not witness the race. He heard the band play, as it does on such occasions, and heard the applause that greeted the finish. Then I came to him with my eyes filled with tears and said: "I have lost the race."

"I can translate that dream," I said, when he finished; "I will start to secure some news and some one else will beat me."

When I was told the next day that I was to go around the world I felt a prophetic awe steal over me. I feared that Time would win the race and that I should not make the tour in eighty days or less.

Nor was my health good when I was told to go around the world in the shortest time possible at that season of the year. For almost a year I had been a daily sufferer from headache, and only the week previous I had consulted a number of eminent physicians fearing that my health was becoming impaired by too constant application to work. I had been doing newspaper work for almost three years, during which time I had not enjoyed one day's vacation. It is not surprising then that I looked on this trip as a most delightful and much needed rest.

The evening before I started I went to the office and was given £200 in English gold and Bank of England notes. The gold I carried in my pocket. The Bank of England notes were placed in a chamois-skin bag which I tied around my neck. Besides this I took some American gold and paper money to use at different ports as a test to see if American money was known outside of America.

Down in the bottom of my hand-bag was a special passport, number 247, signed by James G. Blaine, Secretary of State. Someone suggested that a revolver would be a good companion piece for the passport, but I had such a strong belief in the world's greeting me as I greeted it, that I refused to arm myself. I knew if my conduct was proper I should always find men ready to protect me, let them be Americans, English, French, German or anything else.

It is quite possible to buy tickets in New York for the entire trip, but I thought that I might be compelled to change my route at almost any point, so the only transportation I had provided on leaving New York was my ticket to London.

When I went to the office to say good-bye, I found that no itinerary had been made of my contemplated trip and there was some doubt as to whether the mail train which I expected to take to Brindisi, left London every Friday night. Nor did we know whether the week of my expected arrival in London was the one in which it connected with the ship for India or the ship for China. In fact when I arrived at Brindisi and found the ship was bound for Australia, I was the most surprised girl in the world.

I followed a man who had been sent to a steamship company's office to try to make out a schedule and help them arrange one as best they could on this side of the water. How near it came to being correct can be seen later on.

I have been asked very often since my return how many changes of clothing I took in my solitary hand-bag. Some have thought I took but one; others think I carried silk which occupies but little space, and others have asked if I did not buy what I needed at the different
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