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			Dedication

			
		
    2 Peter 1:21. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
 
So that sometimes they spoke what they themselves did not understand; the prophecy carried its own key within itself, and the key could not be found until the prophecy was fulfilled. I believe that the prophecies of the Revelation and of the books of Daniel and Ezekiel are largely of this character, and that, while it is very right to watch and wait for the coming of the Lord, we shall spend our time more profitably in preaching the doctrines of the Gospel than in meditating upon the mysterious prophecies of the Word. They will be understood when they are fulfilled, but we do not believe that they will be fully understood before that time.Leviticus 16:22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron shall go into the tabernacle of the congregation, and take off his linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy place, and leave them there; and he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself and for the people. And he shall burn upon the altar the fat of the sin offering.
 
Only the fat, the best of it, was burnt on the altar, for the sin offerings were not acceptable to God. They were considered full of impurity because of the sin they brought to mind; for this reason the bullock and the goat of the sin-offering were to be burnt outside the camp: "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate," as our sin-offering. However, inasmuch as the fat was accepted upon the altar, so also Christ, as our sin offering, is acceptable before God.
 
 
— Charles Spurgeon 
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Rules for the interpretation of the Scriptures

Is the Bible important?
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The Bible is probably the most unfairly treated of any book ever written. It has been attacked as no other book has ever been attacked. Yet it has been helpful and is still helpful to millions of people around the world. And this has been the case for thousands of years. A book of this nature, with a tremendous impact on the human race, certainly deserves intelligent consideration by all.

On his deathbed, Sir Walter Scott asked Lockart to read to him. As the latter examined the shelf of books Sir Walter had written, he asked him, perplexed, "What book shall I read to you?" And Sir Walter replied, "Why do you ask me that question? There is but one book; bring me the Bible". There is only one Book for anyone who is dying, but at the same time it is the Book for anyone who is living. So many people do not become interested in the Bible until they reach the end of their lives, or until they are facing great difficulties. While it is wonderful to have a Book in which to find comfort at such times, that same Book exists so that you can live the full vigor of life. It is the Book for you to face life today, and it is the Book that provides you with the only safe route through this world and into the world of the future. It is the only Book that can enable us to confront unexpected situations, cushioning the shocks with which life surprises us. The Bible is therefore different from any other book.

It is evident that this Book has influenced important men who, in turn, have influenced the world. Let me share with you a few examples.

An African prince came to England and was introduced to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. The prince asked her a very significant question. "What is the secret of England's greatness?" The queen took in her hands a beautifully bound copy of the Bible and presented it to the prince with these words, "This is the secret of England's greatness." I wonder, dear friend, if England's decline to a second-rate position and then to a third-rate nation is not related to the fact that England has turned away from the Word of God.

Gladstone, statesman and prime minister and arguably one of the most brilliant legal minds England has ever produced, said, "Let us talk about current affairs! There is but one issue, and that is the Gospel. It can and will be able to set all things right. I am glad to say that nearly all the highest men in Britain are Christians." This was the case back in 1800. And Gladstone went on to say; "I have held public office for 58 years; except in 11 of them, I was in the Cabinet of the British Government and during those 47 years I have been connected with 60 of the geniuses of that century. Of those 60, except for 5 of them, all the rest were believers." I personally believe that part of the problems we have in the world today is because we have too few believers in positions of leadership, too few who know the Word of God.

Michael Faraday, probably the greatest scientific researcher said, back in the 1800s. "But... why should people go astray, when they have this blessed book of God to guide them?" Sir Isaac Newton, scientist of 2 centuries ago, said the following, "If the Bible is true the time is coming when human beings will travel at 50 miles per hour." In his reply, Voltaire, the French skeptic replied, "Poor Isaac. He was cracking up when he uttered that prophecy. It only shows what Biblical study can do to a mind that would otherwise act scientifically.

It would be interesting to take note of what some world leaders have said about the Bible. John Adams, second President of the United States, stated: "I have examined everything (i.e. all the Scriptures), as well as my own small scope, my own simple means, and what my busy life affords me, and the result is the conclusion that the Bible is the best book in the world. It contains more of my little philosophy than all the libraries I have seen, and those parts of the Bible which I cannot reconcile with my little philosophy, I put off for future research. Then that President said, "I speak as a man of the world speaks to other men of this world; and I say to you examine the Scriptures. The Bible is the book that is above all other books, to be read in all ages and under all conditions of human life; it does not exist to be read completely once or twice and then put aside, but to be read every day in small portions." And this same President, in his time, enlarged his nation, not taking it to wars with other countries and solved, in addition, the problems of the street. Someone today might retort today by saying, "Well.... The problems were not as complicated then as they are today", But my friend, in those days they were.

Not only England but also the U.S.A. has turned away from the Word of God. And the more we move in that direction, the more complicated our problems become. Just now, there are in those nations men and women in positions of authority who are recognizing that there is no solution to the problems. This is why I am teaching the Word of God in its entirety. I believe it is the only solution. And my friend, honestly, we had better get back to that Word.

Thomas Jefferson, another U.S. President, said about the Bible: "I have always said, and will always repeat, that the careful study of the Sacred Volume will make better citizens, better husbands and fathers". This is something to ponder today, when our fellow citizens are totally destroying the cities in which they live, and in times when divorce is becoming more and more common.

It was Daniel Webster who made the following statement: "If there was anything in my style or thoughts that deserved praise, the credit would be due to my good parents, for instilling in my mind an early love for the Scriptures. And what shall we say of you, Christian parent, are you forming a Daniel Webster in your home, or rather a little rebel? Webster also stated, "I have read it (the Bible) through, many times. I have now adopted the habit of reading it through once a year. It is the Book of books for lawyers and theologians alike. I pity him who cannot find in its pages an abundant supply of thought and rules for conduct.

I will now quote a paragraph from Henry van Dyke, entitled "The Book of Books":

Born in the East and dressed in the oriental way and with its metaphors, the Bible travels the roads of the world with sure footing and familiarity, entering country after country to find everywhere its full justification. It has learned to speak in hundreds of languages to the hearts of men. He enters the palace to tell the monarch that he is a servant of the Most High, and the cottage to assure the farmer that he is a child of God. Children listen to his stories in wonder and delight, and wise men meditate on them, regarding them as parables of life. He has a
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