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Introduction

 


It seems like only yesterday that I was
deciding to take up the challenge of researching and writing about
UFOs, and now here I am with my third book on the subject. But
that’s what the field of ufology can do to you—it draws you in and
takes you ever deeper into a bizarre world that can sometimes be
frightening, mystifying, exhilarating, or frustrating, but always
fascinating and enthralling.

While I naturally chose to concentrate my
field of study on the Hudson Valley where I have always lived, it
has become increasingly clear that western Connecticut has
experienced the same activity over the decades—often the same craft
on the same night. (Aliens Without Borders, I like to call it!)

This prompted me to initiate the Danbury UFO
Conference held in October 2016 at the Danbury, CT Library. In
addition to spreading the word about Hudson Valley UFOs, my hope
was that it would draw at least a few local witnesses to share
their stories. In reality, there was a line at the door before the
conference even started!

So, as we need to expand our minds to the
concept of UFOs, I have had to expand the geography of the Hudson
Valley phenomena to include western Connecticut. And I also took
the liberty to include a few older cases from nowhere near the
Hudson Valley, just because they were too good to resist, and
illustrated the fact that these craft have been with us a long
time.

I hope you enjoy More Hudson Valley
UFOs, as in addition to the many eyewitness accounts from
people I have personally interviewed, I have combed through
newspaper archives and UFO databases looking for “all things Hudson
Valley and Connecticut.” I have also included a personal account
which I still find extremely unsettling. Finally, there just may be
a case of anti-gravity, or would that be too good to be true?

As always, you the reader, have the ultimate
power to decide where the truth resides.

 


Linda Zimmermann

April 2017


Glossary

 


APRO: Aerial Phenomena Research Organization was started in January 1952 by Jim and Coral
Lorenzen. Inactive.

MUFON: The Mutual UFO
Network, currently active.

NICAP: The
National Investigations Committee on
Aerial Phenomena was active
from the 1950s to the 1980s.

NUFORC: The
National UFO Reporting Center began
in 1974 and is still active.

Project Blue Book: This
U.S. Air Force program to study UFO reports began in 1952 and ended
in January 1970.

SBI: The Scientific
Bureau of Investigation counted many law enforcement
officers among its members. Active in the 1970s and 80s, its
director and publication editor was Peter Mazzola.


Chapter 1

1908-1910: The Mysterious Airships

 


I began the Hudson Valley UFOs book
with a chapter on the “mysterious airship” sightings throughout the
area in 1909. Many sightings occurred in the heart of the Hudson
Valley in places such as Middletown, Goshen, Beacon, and
Poughkeepsie, NY.

I have continued my research into this wave
of sightings, and have found that it actually began a year earlier
in Bristol, Connecticut, in July of 1908, and the range of these
mysterious airships spread out from New England and the Hudson
Valley to Canada and the Midwest. It is worth exploring these
reports to fully understand the extent of this wave of sightings,
and appreciate that modern UFO phenomena is not really that modern
after all.

First, here are some facts to consider about
the state of aviation in 1908. Please keep these numbers in mind as
you read the following accounts and compare what was being reported
with the extremely limited capabilities of human aviation at the
time. And also be aware that no known pilot had yet flown at
night.
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The Wright Brothers state-of-the-art airplane
in 1908 is being tested at Fort Myers in Virginia. On September 17,
the plane crash landed, injuring Orville Wright and killing
Lieutenant Thomas Selfridge—making him the first powered-airplane
fatality. Aviation was dangerous business in broad daylight, let
alone flying blindly in the darkness as these mysterious airships
did with regularity.

 


The record for
the fastest speed in the world was set by Henry Farman in his
Voisin Biplane on October 30, 1908, in France. And what was this
record-breaking speed? A
measly 40.26 miles per hour!

The record for
the farthest distance went to our own Wilbur Wright in the United
States. On the last day of 1908, he managed to go 77.48
miles.

One aspect of early
flight that people often overlook when considering whether or not a
mysterious airship could have been manmade is altitude. Today, we
take it for granted when our flight attendants begin the beverage
service at 35,000 feet, but when aviation was in its infancy,
altitude was something to be envied. Remember this number then: On
December 18, 1908, Wilbur Wright set the year’s altitude record
with just 361 feet!

 


Is It A Mysterious Airship?

The Sun, New York

November 1, 1908

 


A Bright Light, Traveling at Rapid Rate

Seen Passing Over New England

 


Boston, Oct. 31—Aeronauts are wondering if a
mysterious airship, capable of navigating the skies no matter what
the conditions are, is in existence and making the nightly trips
over New England. Early this morning, two Bridgewater men, Phillip
Prophett and John Flynn, undertakers of that town, while driving
from West Bridgewater shortly before 4 o’clock, noticed a bright
light in the sky above them. The light was not like that of a
lantern, according to their reports, but resembled a searchlight.
This light was traveling at a rapid rate, when suddenly it neared
the earth.

The light was then played upon the earth
beneath, as though operated by someone wishing to learn where he
was. Then the light ascended, Prophett and Flynn say, until it
reached a high elevation, when it disappeared in the direction of
Plymouth. All of the balloons in which ascensions are made in this
State were accounted for today, and a search through southeastern
Massachusetts failed to reveal any further traces of the supposed
airship.

Stories of a mysterious bright light,
believed by those who have seen it to come from a balloon, have
been heard all over New England. Last summer, several such reports
came from the vicinity of Bristol, Ct., and later the same
phenomenon was observed near Pittsfield, Ma.

Persons at White River Junction, Vt., have
also told of seeing a similar light, and last week persons at Ware,
Ma. reported that an illuminated balloon had passed over the town
during the early hours of morning. In all these cases, however, no
balloon could be found, all the known airships being accounted for
at the time.

 


This article is a treasure trove of valuable
information. To begin with, the newspaper rules out the possibility
that these mysterious airships were balloons, because all balloons
and airships had been “accounted for at the time.” As airplanes
were still quite primitive, were not yet flying at night, and
carried no lights, they could also be eliminated from contention as
the source of these numerous airship sightings.

So, what did that leave? What could these two
undertakers have possibly seen on that early morning of October 31,
1908, that was capable of carrying a bright searchlight, move at “a
rapid rate,” and reach “a high elevation?” What type of manmade
aircraft was possibly “capable of navigating the skies no matter
what the conditions are,” at that very early stage of aviation?
Quite simply, there weren’t any such manmade aircraft.

Another excellent example of the remarkable
speed and maneuverability of these mysterious airships comes from
the following article from 1909:

 


Saw A Mysterious Airship

Abilene Weekly Reflector, Abilene,
Kansas

August 19, 1909

 


A Train Crew Reports a Race of 12

Miles With One Near Peoria, Illinois

 


Peoria, Ill., Aug. 12—Conductor Watkins in
charge of a work train on the Rock Island railroad and members of
his crew report an exciting race with a mysterious airship from
Chillicothe, Ill., to the city limits of Peoria, a distance of 12
miles. The ship appeared to be almost 200 feet up in the air, bore
lights on the front and rear end, and for several miles gave the
train a lively race. Near Peoria, the ship took flight westward and
disappeared over the bluffs. No one could be discerned on the
craft, it being too dark, but the huge black body of the ship,
which was described as cigar shape, was plainly visible. It was
apparently under perfect control.

A ship with a “huge black body” that was
“cigar shape” was able to race a train along the winding tracks for
twelve miles, in the dark!? There was simply no aircraft in
existence at that time that could have accomplished such a
feat.

As I previously covered in Hudson Valley
UFOs, the mysterious airship wave swept through the Hudson
Valley during the summer of 1909, and then spread to Massachusetts
in December. Thousands of people “thronged the streets” at night to
watch the dark ship with its bright lights, and it is important to
note that no one thought they were invaders from Mars or Venus, and
no one was suffering from hysterical delusions. They just thought
that some clever inventor had created a marvelous new aircraft that
would revolutionize aviation, and they patiently awaited the
announcement of this incredible new invention. And they waited. And
waited.

No one ever came forward with this new
aircraft, because it simply didn’t exist as a human invention. Even
a century later, no blueprints, prototypes, or evidence has ever
been found to establish the mysterious airships as any work of
man.

The following clip from January 12, 1910
edition of The Malone Farmer, from Malone, NY, pokes fun at
all of these airship witnesses, insinuating that they were all
drunk.

[image: tmp_ac935dff309b680104438ca9f17f3f09_6lFiOt_html_510b4931.jpg]

AIRSHIP PASSES OVER CITY OF NORWICH (CT)

Willimantic Chronicle

Tuesday, 28 Dec 1909

 


Many People Saw it but They Were Unable to
Tell

How Many Persons Were in it

 


That the “airship” that many Willimantic
people saw or thought they saw last Thursday night may have been an
airship after all, and that the stories sent out by local
newspapermen were not such complete “fakes” as some persons would
have the public believe, is indicated by the following account of
an airship printed in the Norwich Bulletin this morning in
its Norwich news:

“Between 7:30 and 8 o’clock Monday evening
there were many in the central part of the city who were watching
an airship as it passed over the city, going in a southerly
direction. There was no noise to be heard and no particular
demonstration with the searchlight, but the fact that the lights
were moving attracted attention, and it was watched until it
disappeared. It was not very high, but it was impossible to tell
how many were in it. That it was not a star is the positive
statement of those who saw it.

“It was not a steady level flight like that
of a bird, but there was occasionally a dip to the airship and as
it went along a second light now and then bobbed into view. It was
a fine, clear bright night for a flight, but the operator must have
been clothed like Perry on his Arctic trip, to defy the cold of the
night.”

The New Haven Palladium says: it was
on the Christmas day just passed, that New Haveners witnessed for
the first time in their home city an exhibition of the aeroplane,
the invention of which was the real conquest of the air. A
mysterious heavier-than-air machine circled the city during
Christmas day, and at such a height that its real form, its pilot
and its mechanics were not discernible, but it was properly enough
within our vision to leave no doubt as to what the stranger was, it
circled the air in a manner that is impossible for the balloon or
the dirigible, and it was too large for any of the now known
feathered inhabitants of the globe. Many of us have seen the
aeroplane on exhibition in trial flights at low altitudes, but
those who saw the mysterious stranger of Christmas were treated to
the real thing in air conquests. It was a great spectacle in the
skies. The aeroplane was generally believed to be the one which has
been flying for many months past in New England, traveling
incognito, as it were, for the stranger, while owned in Worchester,
comes to earth and leaves it in parts unknown to the public. The
owner claims that it is the greatest of all heavier-than-air
contrivances, and after what we saw the other day we agree with
him, if the Christmas day visitor was really Mr. Tillinghast in his
greatest of airships. It was a stirring sight and encouraged our
thoughts to the great achievements of mankind. In all of the
seriousness of the incident there was also the humorous side to it,
and no better shown perhaps than in the statement of the little
newsboy who exclaimed, “That is nothing, only Santa Claus going
home after a hard night’s work.”

 


Note: Wallace Tillinghast was a Massachusetts
businessman who claimed he had built the mysterious airship.
Amongst his outrageous assertions was that during a night journey
from New York to Boston, he was actually able to crawl out of the
cockpit and repair the engine in mid-flight. He never produced any
airship or any proof to the public, and is now recognized as one of
this country’s greatest hoaxers.

 


Mysterious Airship at Essex

The Bennington Evening Banner,
Bennington, VT

December 29, 1909

 


People Turn Out to See Brilliant

Lights in Western Sky

 


Essex Junction, Dec. 28—The populace was out
in full force last night to view what was thought to be a
mysterious airship. It was seen in the western sky where a
brilliant light rose and fell and finally went out.

 


Light in the Skies

Daily Register, Sandusky, Ohio

July 23, 1909

 


Attracts Attention of Night Owls

Many Looked for Airship to Alight

 


A light believed by many to have been
attached to an airship, attracted a great deal of attention in the
northeastern skies about 11 o'clock Thursday night. One minute
it would be large and brilliant and the next small and dim. It
would remain apparently stationary for a while and then speed along
in an easterly direction at a rapid rate.
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In 1909 and 1910, there were numerous reports
of mysterious airships across Canada, most noticeably during the
summer of 1909, just north of the New York and Vermont borders in
Ontario. A summary of these events illustrates the range of
reporting, from seriously dealing with the facts, to joking that
the airships were nothing more than grasshoppers with lanterns.

 


August 12, 1909, Sherbrooke Daily
Record

“The lights appeared to be attached to
something that was in motion, and going rapidly.”

“The airship was also seen in
Coaticook…Observed three strange lights in the air…They were at an
altitude of about 1,500 feet…appearing like a head light and a side
and tail light. The object to which the lights were attached could
not be seen, but it was traveling at a rapid rate in an easterly
direction.”

Coaticook: “The chief topic of conversation
here is about the airship.” Six men “saw a cigar shaped airship
sailing in a northerly direction two weeks ago last Tuesday.”

Waterville: “While Mr. and Mrs. Cardwell were
walking out last Monday evening about nine o’clock, they saw an
airship sailing along in a southerly direction, prettily lit
up.”

 


August 16

“More Flying Machine News...it carried two
lights...they were traveling about 10 or 12 miles an hour.”

“Thinks it was a Vermont Grasshopper: …it was
two lights going fast through the air…from Holland, Vt. to
Coaticook…Now I see two answers to this problem. One is that some
kind-hearted American (who happened to have a flying machine) took
a trip across to see if we were properly feeding the grasshoppers
who emigrated from their country. Another is that it was a Holland,
Vt. grasshopper…with lanterns attached so that they can work at
night.”

 


August 17

“More News of Airship: A Waterville
correspondent writes: “It was not a shooting star, neither a
Vermont grasshopper, but a genuine airship, loaded with U.S.
undesirables who were bound to emigrate to Canada and took that
method of travel to dodge Chief Davidson. A real Yankee trick.”

 


August 23

“Still Seeing Wonderful Airship--Residents of
Cookshire Had a Good View of Flying Mystery--Green and Red Lights
Could Be Seen Distinctly: for an hour and a half was the center of
attention…seen travelling at an awful speed towards the East. These
lights remained at the same distance apart and appeared to be fixed
to some firm object…At times it would suddenly start downward, and
then start up again…The entire population turned out.” Some claimed
that they viewed the dark, oblong craft through a telescope, and
they were able to see a flagpole and flag at one end!

“Was Also Seen at Beebe: he saw two lights
quite plainly about ten o’clock…a number of others watched the
strange lights in the heavens.”

 


August 24

“Probably an Advertising Scheme--Mysterious
Lights in Sky seen By Sherbrookers: For hours the bright light hung
high in the sky to the southeast. It was practically stationary all
the evening, except at times it would disappear and a minute later
come out as bright as ever…Is it that it is an advertising scheme
on the part of some enterprising manufacturer, probably of tobacco,
and that the ‘comet’ or ‘airship’ cigar or cigarette will appear on
earth about exhibition week?”

 


August 31

“Hamilton (Ontario) Sees the E.T.
Airship--Mystified by Bright Light in Southeastern Sky--Planet
Mars, Say Astronomers--Yankee Airship is Another View: Those who
have watched the strange light…say that the planet Mars was never
known to manoeuvre around the skies like this mysterious red lamp,
dipping down towards earth, suddenly ascending, and then drifting
north and south towards the mountain and lake…All efforts so far to
discover from whence this strange light comes from or where it goes
have failed.”

 


A year later, more red and green lights were
seen across the length of Canada.

 


An Aerial Flying Dutchman

Niagara Falls (NY) Gazette

October 27, 1910

 


Toronto, Ont., Oct. 27 -- An aerial Flying
Dutchman is making across Canada. That explains some of the reports
that confused those who were searching for the missing balloon
America, and raises the question whether some inventor of
extraordinary genius isn’t trying a secret trial trip before he
startles the world with the story of his accomplishments.

The mysterious airship, carrying red and
green lights, passed over Fort William and was seen by two train
crews on trains some distance apart. It was still going
westward.

Early this morning the airship was seen going
over Saskatchewan from east to west, and it again carried red and
green lights.

To cap the climax, Mrs. Grenfall, wife of the
noted deep-sea missionary, writes that an airship was seen over St.
Anthony’s in far northern Labrador, a week ago.

The reports are confirmed from other places
and appear absolutely reliable.

 


For centuries, apothecaries hung glass
vessels in their windows containing brightly colored red and green
liquids, often lit with lanterns, to indicate to illiterate people
that this was where they could obtain medicine. Hence, the
facetious title to this next mysterious airship article.

 


Drug Store Afloat in the Skies

Daily Capital Journal, Salem,
Oregon

November 2, 1910

 


Mysterious airship, showing red and green
lights,

seen at many points in British Columbia
recently

 


Victoria, B.C., Nov, 2—British Columbia, as
well as London, Berlin or Paris, has its bona fide airship mystery,
and as yet no one has come forward to give a clue by which the
mystery may be solved. Better still, the mystery appears to be
drifting rapidly toward Victoria and the coast country generally,
showing red and green lights, from which it may be inferred that a
drug store has got afloat in the ether.

Since the ship passed over Calgary, reports
from Swift Current, Medicine Hat and other cities have been
received, all telling of the red and green lights.

 


So it is now clear that this mysterious
airship wave expanded across most of North America—beginning in
Connecticut in 1908, spreading across the Hudson Valley in summer
of 1909 and New England and the Atlantic Coast later that year, and
finally stretching to the Pacific Coast of Canada at the end of
1910.

Throughout the years of these sightings,
reports remained consistent. Once we remove the wild claims and
ridiculous excuses, the general picture emerges of a large, dark,
oblong or cigar-shaped craft, with one to three bright white lights
(sometimes red and green), usually producing no discernable sound,
being capable of both hovering motionless and traveling “at a rapid
rate” at elevations of at least 1,500 feet, witnessed by large
populations of cities and towns across two countries.

If all this isn’t convincing evidence that
the UFO age did not begin in 1947 with Kenneth Arnold and Roswell,
then consider the following from the airship wave of 1897, a full
fifty years earlier:

 


Chicago Tribune, Bloomington,
Illinois, April 11—An object believed to be the mysterious airship
which has been sailing over Illinois was seen at noon today
floating over Bloomington. It was going in a northeasterly
direction at a great altitude. It was yellow in color and seemed to
be rectangular in form.

 


A yellow, rectangular craft seen at a “great
altitude” in broad daylight in 1897! Now that is a
mysterious airship.




Chapter 2

Discs

 


West Frankfort, Illinois

March/April 1927

 


From the APRO files, came this fascinating
report of an interview conducted on December 26, 1969, of a grammar
school principal who wished to remain anonymous, and who had been
five years old at the time of his 1927 sighting. Even though this
is not a Hudson Valley area case, I had to include it, as it is a
very early saucer sighting—and I was so amused by the ending. Fear
of ridicule is not the only reason why some people don’t talk about
their sightings!

 


Weather: Bright and sunny

Time: About 9:00 A.M, because the sun was at
the observer’s back in the East.

 


The observer reports that he was on his way
to the store one block from his home. He happened to look to the
west, and a bright, shiny disc flashed in the sky and he stood
there and watched it as it approached in his direction. It finally
came to a suspended, hovering stop over the house across the street
from him, about 100 feet away. It was a big, round sphere almost as
big as the house it was over. Estimated to be about 40 feet in
diameter, made of a perfectly smooth, shiny material that reminded
him of stainless steel. No seams or rivets were visible. The
“gondola” underneath was attached. It appeared connected directly;
no visible partition. As it approached, the whole sphere was
revolving from right to left. At the time it came to a stop over
the house, it also stopped revolving. Then four or five portholes
around the gondola section all opened up at the same time. The
inside of the gondola section appeared to be illuminated. The color
of the light was blue white like a modern day arc light. There was
no sound heard during the whole sighting. After hovering over the
house for some time, the object drifted about 100 feet to the right
and stopped. At this point the observer saw a thin line of
something that reflected light, drop straight down from the bottom
of the object. Terms like “glass rod” and “pencil-thin” pipe or
wire were used. The next day when the area was looked at, it
appeared to be as if a few gallons of oil had been poured on the
ground and soaked it. After that, the object’s portholes closed and
it began to rotate again and departed in the same direction it
came. The opening and closing of the portholes was an action like
the iris shutter of a modern day camera. The whole sighting took
about 30 minutes.

After 42 years the person reporting this
incident remembers it vividly because his mother gave him a
spanking for being gone so long and making up such big tales.

 


This might be the first case where a UFO
witness received a spanking for telling his story! Unfortunately,
however, this case does illustrate the sad fact that so many
witnesses of all ages are afraid to tell their stories for fear of
ridicule—or worse.

 


Richard Sweed

Norwalk, CT, 1950s and

Bakersfield, CA, 1927

 


The APRO files contained a newspaper article
from The Norwalk Hour, from July 20, 1959, entitled
Space Flight Linked With Flying Saucers in Teacher’s Letter
which begins with:

“There are frequent reports in the news about
unidentified flying objects. A Norwalk man has written The
Norwalk Hour expounding on the use of electro-magnetic power
for use in manned and controlled space ships. Furthermore, the man
relates how he saw a flying saucer take off in Arizona in 1927.”
[Note: This is incorrect. The sighting occurred in California, not
Arizona.]

“Richard Sweed, a schoolteacher of the
Carlton Court Apartments, South Norwalk, tells in his letter of his
theories on the innovations pending in the field of flight.”

Sweed’s letter discusses the limitations of
“chemical fueled rockets” and he believes that electro-magnetic
power is the future of space flight, even though his friends said
he was “insane” for having such theories of advanced forms of
propulsion. If they thought his ideas were insane, they really must
have loved what sparked Sweed’s theories.

“The idea of electro-magnetic power came to
me from an experience I had some 32 years ago.

“Why no reports of this experience? Well,
what happened to reports given by commercial air line pilots? Also
air force pilots and the numerous reports turned in by private
citizenry?

“On October 18, 1927, on the way to Yuma,
Arizona, on the outskirts of Bakersfield, California, I was
fortunate to witness one of the Unidentified Flying Objects (flying
saucers) on the take-off, although little was known or heard about
them then. This was a space ship, not a rocket, propelled by some
mysterious form or type of power. Why? Because it did not fume,
flame or leave a gas or vapor trail on acceleration, such as
combustion engines and rockets do.

“Construction of ship was round—60 ft. in
diameter (more or less)—port holes (or round windows) with
protruding metallic or ceramic objects resembling telescopic
lenses. Color bluish gray, resembling metal heated and allowed to
cool. Whining, humming, wheezing, swooshing sound on application of
power thrust. Smooth, steady and terrific acceleration, rising at a
45 degree angle, and not straight up. Existence of some sort of
magnetic pulling or attracting power. On reaching area of take-off,
sand was fused like glass crystals.

“Now after relating to you my experiences,
you can see why all these years I have believed in
electric-magnetic power for manned and controlled space craft for
solar system and lunar research.”

This is a remarkable and very early sighting
by this Connecticut schoolteacher of a “classic” flying
saucer—round, about 60 feet in diameter, round windows, and no
obvious signs of propulsion. Also, the fact that Sweed observed
that the “sand was fused like glass crystals” is astonishing, as
sand needs about 3,000 degrees Fahrenheit to melt into
glass—certainly nothing that any aircraft in 1927 was capable of
doing!

Sweed then goes on to speculate that perhaps
there is an “Unknown Planet” that is obscured by the Moon which may
be a source for these UFOs. This theory came about as the result of
his many years of “telescopic observations.” Sweed explains that
“For the past 20 years of studying the moon” he has seen
“illuminated objects leaving its area.”

While we only have this newspaper article on
which to base any conclusions as to the validity of these
sightings, we can at least say that Richard Sweed had some
credentials, being a teacher who stated that his life’s work was
“astronomy, cosmology, space medicine, space travel, solar and
lunar research.” His description of the flying saucer in California
in 1927 is detailed, and his numerous observations made in
Connecticut of “illuminated objects leaving” the area around the
Moon in the 1950s is also well worth noting.


Dr. William Walton

Oak Park, Illinois

September 1929

 


At one of the UFO conferences in 2016,
someone was telling me about his sighting, which involved a strong
downward pressure bearing down on him from a craft in the sky
above. He asked if I knew of any other cases of people feeling this
type of pressure, and I couldn’t think of any offhand at that
moment. Coincidentally, however, a few weeks later when I was going
through some APRO files, I did come upon such a case—and to my
great surprise, it was from 1929! While this is obviously not a
Hudson Valley case, its unique nature is well worth mentioning, and
I hope others in the NY-NJ-CT area who may have experienced
something similar will come forward and share their
experiences.

It was a beautiful, moonless, star-filled,
September evening in Oak Park, Illinois, at 10:30pm, when medical
student William Walton was walking north on Euclid Avenue.
Suddenly, he saw a “very bright yellowish-white diffused light;
elliptically shaped like two saucers face to face.” Walton’s report
states that the craft was “40’ x 2’,” and by that I assume he meant
it was 40 feet in diameter and about 2 feet thick. It was moving
“north to south at high speed; then veering to the southwest.” The
length of his sighting was about 30 seconds.

As remarkable as these facts are for a 1929
sighting, the full story of Walton’s experience, recorded years
later when he was a physician and surgeon is even more
incredible:

 


Dr. Walton –then a young medical student—was
walking home, going north on Euclid Street. As he diagonally
crossed the street from the east to the west side, the light
approached him – spreading itself across the width of the street
and beyond. As it grew near, he heard a distinct humming, “like
turbines” and felt both heat and pressure from above. The object
passed directly over him at an estimated height of 100 feet. As it
did, the pressure force knocked him to his knees. After it had
passed, the odor of sulfur was strong. Dr. Walton, although amazed
and shaken, was not injured, and did not report the incident for
fear of ridicule.

 


This case stands out for a variety of
reasons. First, the incident appears to have been experienced by an
educated, reputable individual, involving a very early and close
saucer sighting. Then there is the fact of this intense pressure,
which actually knocked the man down to his knees! The strong smell
of sulfur, while unusual, has been reported over the years in a
number of cases. Add to all of this the heat and turbine-like
humming noise, and this becomes a very special case that was seen,
smelled, and felt.

 


Frank Van Keuren

Beach Haven, NJ

Summer, 1933

 


Again, this is beyond the Hudson Valley area
of northern New Jersey, but I can’t resist these early cases!

In 1967, Frank Van Keuren of Denver, Colorado
wrote a letter to NICAP about a sighting he had back in 1933, in
Beach Haven, NJ. This is yet another example that there was
substantial activity prior to World War II, especially regarding
saucer-shaped craft.

(I have corrected some typos and added
punctuation to make it more readable. And I particularly like to
whom he addresses the letter.)

 


Dear Mr. Investigator:

We were fishing one night in the summer of
1933. The time was very late at night. We were in the inland
waterways west of Beach Haven, N.J. It was a very clear dark night
with the stars out, but no moon. All of a sudden, we were
illuminated by a very brilliant floodlight from an object which
couldn’t have been more than 1,000 feet away in the air. This thing
in the air, as I remember, didn’t make any sound at all, and was
traveling along like a slow plane. The best shape you could call it
was like a disk. You couldn’t tell anything else about it because
it was too dark out. It played that floodlight on us for several
minutes, and then proceeded to travel on toward some shortwave
radio towers which were maybe 8 to 10 miles away. This thing played
a group of floodlights all at once in that area and seemed to be
circling there. We watched it for a while and probably lost
interest.

I asked my dad what it was and he said it
must be some kind of a plane used by the Coast Guard.

The unusual thing about it was it didn’t have
any running lights or make any sound.

Them days we didn’t know what a flying saucer
or UFO was. And I guess we still don’t.

 


Mr. Van Keuren was certainly correct. In
“them days” we didn’t know what a UFO was, and 84 years later, we
are still in the same situation.

 


***

 


It would have been nice if the reporter of
this article had used a little more journalistic technique and
acquired more facts of the sighting, rather than make light of the
whole thing, but at least we have an account of multiple disks.

 


Mount Kisco, NY

New Castle Tribune

July 14, 1950

 


Rainy Weather, War Clouds, Flying Saucers,
What’s Next?

 


The $64 question in the mind of one Harriman
Knolls dweller since Sunday night is “have the flying saucers at
last visited Mount Kisco?”

The lady, who prefers to remain nameless, had
spent a lazy Sunday evening, reading the newspapers. War clouds,
murders, auto accidents, and hi-jinks of Mr. and Mrs. Moneybags,
the stock market fluctuations, etc. The news surely was not
conducive to a good night’s sleep.

However, at about 11pm, she put out the cat,
wound the clock and journeyed upstairs to court the elusive
Morpheus. It was a hot night so the gal decided that the shades
rolled to the top of both windows would help the cross
ventilation.

As she relaxed in bed, mentally planning the
next week’s work and play, something very much like lightning lit
up the eastern sky. Being extremely allergic to the stuff, milady
decided to down the shades and in a hurry. Leaping from her bed,
she was about to pull down the shade on the last window, when she
noticed something which surely wasn’t lightning. Five luminous
disks, about twice the size of a one-pound coffee tin, sailed
serenely and noiselessly, slightly above the house tops of the
sleeping Harriman Knollers, from the direction of the Cook estate
on Sarles Street on the south, losing themselves to her view over
the Henry Mannix estate.

By this time, our gal was literally frozen to
the spot and speech, which to that day had never failed her, was
not to be invoked. Being a femme who imbibes nothing more
devastating than aqua pura, or possibly a cup of tea, she knows it
was not anything resembling the “pink elephant” parade so often
experienced by the frivolous weekender.

So as we said, the $64 question is: “Did the
lady see a flying saucer formation, or didn’t she?”

“Want to try for the $64, General Omar
Bradley?”

 


Mrs. William Airey

Albany, NY

October 1956, 7:15-7:25pm

 


While I was happy to find this 1956 Albany
report in the APRO files, which promised a “diagram of sighting” on
the back of the page, I was disappointed to find that the back of
the page had not been copied and was not included in the online
archive. Still, it is a good report, and I can just imagine the
record-breaking run to the house!

 


While sitting on a hill overlooking several
rows of houses, my friend and I observed three bright lights –the
size and brightness of Venus at its brightest –maneuvering in the
sky (it was dark out and other stars were clearly visible). We
pointed out the “flying saucers” to each other and decided to watch
them. A few minutes later we looked out over the horizon and
observed a dark circular object over the houses. It moved in toward
us slowly. It was completely circular, black, with what seemed to
be small pits in the surface. When it was about 50’ from us and
parallel to us it seemed to be about 15’ to 20’ in diameter. At
this range we were rather frightened and took off for home. Upon
arriving there (having broken all our previous running records), we
observed that the three lights were still maneuvering. We attempted
to call our local observatory for the next two hours without
getting through. There was nothing in the papers the next day about
anyone else making a sighting. As we were both teenagers, we didn’t
think our report would account for much, so we never reported
it.

Diagram of sighting on back.


 


3 in Katonah See Flying Saucer Tuesday
Evening

Patent Trader, August 13, 1959

 


Katonah—Three persons in Katonah saw a flying
saucer Tuesday night. The clearly observed object was visible for
from one to two minutes and was then seemingly “swallowed up into
the sky.”

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Stuart Block and Mrs.
Block’s sister, Dr. Lillian Wysocki, a medical doctor from Chicago,
were sitting on the terrace of their home on Hook Road when the
object appeared out of the eastern sky about 8pm, well before
dark.

“It seemed like a round, elongated object
with a flame glowing inside it,” Mrs. Block said. “We followed its
movement for a minute or two,” she continued. “It seemed to be
coming directly toward us when it suddenly made a right angle turn
and disappeared, as though it was swallowed up into the sky.”

Mrs. Block said the object had no wings and
was completely noiseless. It traveled, she said, faster than a
regular aircraft, but not as fast as a jet. In size it seemed to be
somewhat smaller than the sun.

Tuesday night marked the beginning of the
three-day annual Perseid meteor shower, a period when meteors are
frequently seen during the hours of darkness. But the Blocks
insisted that the object they saw could not have been a meteor.

“Meteors are not that large,” Mrs. Block
said, “and they travel much faster. Besides, it was still broad
daylight.” Nor, she said, could it have been a searchlight or a
light reflection.

The Blocks called the radio station in Mount
Kisco, and the occurrence was first reported Wednesday morning.

Mr. Block is a banker.

At 9:45pm the same night, two 14-year-old
girls, Gloria Czepelka to Iris Koslozsky, saw an unidentified
flying object cross over Czepelka’s home on route 116, Somers. They
described it as a great white light and observed it halfway across
the sky; it dimmed out and “turned into” five little red circles of
lights. In the rear there was a sixth light.

The girls were positive the object was not a
meteorite. Its course, they said, was from north to south west.

 


***

 


The Wanaque Reservoir in New Jersey was a
hotspot for sightings, particularly during the wave of 1966, which
I wrote about in In the Night Sky.

 


Ringwood, NJ

July 1, 1965

 


NUFORC Report

Daylight sighting of silent hovering disc
over Wanaque Reservoir

 


I was about 6 or so years old. Several of my
brothers and sisters were with me when my mother brought us food
shopping. She had been driving one of those old station wagons that
had the back seat facing out the back window.

It was summertime, I remember because the
back window was wide open. We were on our way home and I don’t
remember which of us were sitting back there but as Mom made a
right turn we were facing the Wanaque reservoir.

All of a sudden, as Mom made that turn, we
were staring straight at a silver disc hovering not more than 30
feet above the water, only about 50 feet away from us. I remember
all of the kids screaming at Mom to stop the car. I just remember
all of us screaming, but it wasn’t really fear. More excitement, I
believe.

Well, Mom had to drive up the road a short
ways so that she could turn the car around, but by the time we got
back there, it was gone. Mom did see it in the rearview mirror when
she heard all the commotion we were making. The disc was about 50
feet long, shining silver and silent as it hovered. I, nor any of
my family, reported it. I’m really not sure why.

For some strange reason, maybe because we
were all so young (I’m second youngest of six) none of us discussed
the sighting for years. I’ve talked to a couple of my siblings
about it when we got older. We all remember it the same way.

I went to the Ringwood library to see if they
had any information or old news clippings about that event. As it
turns out, many people saw the same thing. UFOs seemed to make an
appearance for that entire weekend. People from all over would park
their cars around the reservoir day and night and many reported
night sightings.

My mother, who has since passed, remembered
men in dark suits, but she wasn’t sure what they were doing there
or how they knew what was going on that weekend. She was never
approached by these men.

A few years ago, I read a book-Above Top
Secret-by Mr. Good and sure enough, he had reports in his book
about the Wanaque reservoir sightings. Since then, I have spoken to
a few “old” Ringwoodites about whether they had ever had sightings,
and to my surprise, many had. But none had seen a daylight
sighting. Only the night sightings.


Barbara

West Point Military Academy

Summer c.1966

 


Barbara’s father, a captain and doctor in the
Army, was stationed at West Point in the mid-1960s. She and her
mother were walking across a cobblestone courtyard in front of a
four story, L-shaped, brick building one clear, summer’s day, when
suddenly “men in uniforms” came streaming out of the building, and
nearby buildings, filling the courtyard.

I heard them shouting things such as, “I’ve
heard of these things,” and “I’ve heard people talk about them, but
never thought I would see one,” as they
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