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  Characters


  SONNY


  CAPTAIN CHATTER


  ROSHI


  WAINWRIGHT


  FISH


  SONNYS MUM


  WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE


  THE SKULL


  THE LETTER A


  Notes on Text


  Sonny has a stammer which consists of repeating phrases and involuntary pauses.


  The actor should of course find their own rhythm as what is written is purely a guide, obvs.


  Wainwright sometimes stammers on the letter H. It is a stammer with no tension.


  Sliding onto a word is when you elongate the initial sound of the word.


  Scenes should bleed into each other.


  Moments of magic should feel makeshift and created by the company in the moment.


  


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  1


  Outside the Deputy Headteacher’s office.

  After school.


  ROSHI is waiting. SONNY enters.


  His shirt is covered with splatters of blood.


  SONNY I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I– (Trying to say the word ‘Is’.)


  UGH!!


  I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-IS THH THH-THH-THH-THH- this the De– (Trying to say the word ‘Deputy’.)


  SONNY starts stammering a long repetition of the letter D.


  ROSHI doesn’t hide her shock over SONNY’s stammer.


  F-F-F-F-F-F-F-FORGET I-I-I-I-I-it!


  SONNY runs away.


  ROSHI. Come back!

  I’m gonna hold my breath until yous come back and then when I die it’s gonna be your fault.


  ROSHI holds her breath.


  SONNY slowly returns.

  Full of embarrassment, he looks to the floor.


  SONNY. I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-Is-this the De–

  D-D-D-DEPUTY H-H-H HEAD’S O-O-O-O-O-O-O-O- OFFICE?


  ROSHI. Oh.

  Yeah.

  I’m starvin.

  Yous got any food on yous?


  SONNY shakes his head no.


  Wanna know what I’d love?

  Tomato ketchup.

  It’s my thing


  it defines me.

  Like whenever I’m at a barbecue everyone always goes ‘Here goes Roshi with the ketchup, it’s her thing, it defines her.’


  SONNY takes out a pad and pencil and begins to draw.

  ROSHI tries to have a peek which makes SONNY uncomfortable.


  I know yous don’t I?


  SONNY desperately shakes his head no. She doesn’t know him. Nobody can know him.


  Yeah I know yous! Yous lives on my estate? Yous always sit outside drawin.


  SONNY. !!!


  ROSHI. Oi yous lives on my estate!?


  SONNY nods yes. He’s been caught out. Fuck.


  And your mum’s like ‘Come on in’.


  SONNY. S-S-S-S-S-S-S-S-S-S-S-she’s nhh-nhhhhh-not mmm- my mum!


  ROSHI. Well your not-mum then.


  Didn’t I say I know yous? What block yous in?


  SONNY. T-t-t-t-t-the one that r-r-reeks like –


  
    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        
      
    


    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        
      
    


    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        ROSHI. Dinosaur!?

      
    


    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        Dog!?

      
    


    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        Deceased!

      
    


    
      	
        D–

      

      	

      	
        Dragon!?

      
    


    
      	
        AGHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!!!

      

      	

      	
        
      
    

  


  (An involuntary pause on the word ‘piss’.)


  P-p-p-p-p-piss.


  ROSHI. Yous funny!


  They all reek like piss!


  Puddles of piss!


  Pisstastic!


  Urinal lot of trouble if yous live in our estate.


  ROSHI laughs at her own pun.


  Her laugh makes SONNY laugh.


  SONNY opens his mouth but has an involuntary pause.


  ROSHI doesn’t notice and speaks over him.


  It’s gettin excrementally worse!!!!!!!!!!


  SONNY. I-I-I-I-it’s been – (Trying to say his AMAZING pun ‘Shattered to faeces’.)


  SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH–


  UGH!


  ROSHI is losing interest.


  SONNY stops. He silently begs his mouth to be able to deliver this joke.


  Please let it work. Please let it work. Please let it work.


  I-I-I-I-it’s been SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH-SHH!!!


  ROSHI. Hey is that blood!?


  SONNY. Y-y-y– (He sighs and just nods instead.)


  ROSHI. Cool!


  Yous should let me pierce your ear. Yous look well cute with a piercin.


  I tried to practise on my mum but she woke up.


  SONNY. Whhhhh-whhh-why yous h-h-here?


  ROSHI. Yous know Chantelle Green from Year 10 right?

  Her dog went missing and she put up posters.

  But I’m not sure yous really miss your dog if yous usin Comic Sans as the poster font.

  So Chantelle Green from Year 10 bought five bags of Skittles from Costcutter.

  I say to


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  


  ROSS WILLIS


  Ross is a playwright from Bristol. His debut play Wolfie premiered at Theatre503 to great critical acclaim, setting him out as a fresh and fearless voice in British theatre. The play won Best New Play at both the Writers Guild of Great Britain Awards and the Off-West End Awards 2020 and also earned him a nomination for Best Writer at the 2019 Stage Debut Awards and Most Promising Playwright at the Evening Standard Theatre Awards.


  He won the 2019 Royal Court and Kudos Fellowship and the 2019 Channel 4 Playwright Award. Ross took part in the writers room for The Outlaws created by Stephen Merchant and is currently under commission to the Royal Court, the Orange Tree Theatre, Soho Theatre, Paines Plough, LAMDA and the Almeida Theatre.


  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  Wonder Boy first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2022 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


  Published in this revised edition in 2024


  Wonder Boy copyright  2022, 2024 Ross Willis


  Ross Willis has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


  Cover image: Open Agency


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  ISBN 978 1 83904 407 6 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 850 6 (ebook edition)


  CAUTION This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, Level 1, 213 Clarence Street, Sydney NSW 2000, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  United States and Canada: Berlin Associates, as below


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed to Berlin Associates, 7 Tyers Gate, London SE1 3HX, fax +44 (0)20 7632 5296, email agents@berlinassociates.com


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for performance.
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