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An Infamous Town
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Amityville, Long Island became famous with the release of the book called The Amityville Horror. Even though the supernatural events described in that book were later on proved to be completely fictional, they inspired numerous Hollywood blockbuster movies that have been popular for decades now. As a society, we love the tales of the unexplained nature and placing them in a very sinister settings adds to the general eerie feeling that attracts the public.

This quiet suburban street looks like a normal New York suburb but Lutz family who were the main characters in The Amityville Horror book went through hell in their newly purchased dream home. The said house has a tragic history and Lutz family supposedly experienced it first hand. Yes, it was confirmed that the book featured plenty of false accounts and recollections, but it helped put Amityville on the map and the story soon became well-known throughout the United States and the rest of the world. 

However, not all scary stories are made up and there has to be something to them, right? The real events that occurred on a cold autumn day in November of 1974 at a lovely house on 112 Ocean Avenue were as chilling as the most intense work of fiction out there. So let’s take a closer look at the actual Amityville horror and discover what really happened in that small town on Long Island. 
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The DeFeo Family
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Ronald Joseph DeFeo, or Big Ronnie as his friends used to call him, married Louise Brigante. Both of them didn’t have an easy life and had to struggle quite a lot in their youth. But they did manage to find true happiness with each other and start a family that will slowly grow over the years. Their first son Ronald Joseph DeFeo Jr. was born in 1951. He had a tough time growing up and was physically abused by his peers for being overweight. His nickname was Butch. 

Soon enough Ronald DeFeo became an older brother to Dawn Theresa DeFeo. She was born in 1956. Allison Louise DeFeo followed in 1961 so Butch had two sisters now. His new brother Marc Gregory DeFeo was born in 1962. As you can see, the DeFeos were a normal middle-class family with a lot of children. But there were some issues between the parents after the birth of Marc Gregory and they were separated for a shorter period of time. Ronald did his best to get Louise back and he succeeded. 

They moved into the house on 112 Ocean Avenue in the summer of 1965 after purchasing it from the Rileys. Since DeFeos had four children with the fifth one on the way, they needed a large house that will provide them with plenty of space. Big Ronnie worked for a car dealership, and he knew that the price tag for this house will be quite high. Even though he didn’t get along with his in-laws before, Big Ronnie asked the Brigante side of the family for financial help and they stepped up. After all, they were living in an apartment in Brooklyn that simply wasn’t large enough for this family. 

The house itself looked impressive. It was built in 1925 and had amazing details that were very popular for that time, including two windows overlooking the front lawn which will become iconic later on. The design was Dutch colonial and the structure was towering and large. The house had a boathouse as well. DeFeos added various little decorations to the surrounding property over the years and the lawn was tastefully filled with a couple of figurines and water features. 

The youngest one, John Matthew DeFeo was born in the autumn of 1965. The life at Amityville seemed quiet and contempt. The children adapted well and life seemed to be improving for the DeFeos. The house became DeFeos real home, but things will change very quickly. 
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The terrifying murder
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The autumns in Amityville are cozy and pleasant. The locals enjoy it a lot and they tend to go out during the day. When the night comes, they find a nice bar or a restaurant to spend an evening with the friends. Henry’s Bar is located on the Ocean Avenue and it was one of the hot spots back in the day. The nearby residents frequented that place and the atmosphere was warm and welcoming.

However, on the evening of November the 13th, 1974 the people at Henry’s Bar were astonished when Ronald DeFeo Jr. burst through the front door screaming and shouting: “You got to help me! I think my mother and father are shot.” He then started to weep and cry after he fell to the ground. Everyone jumped from their seats and ran out in order to get to the DeFeo house as fast as possible. Their assumption was that an outsider attacked this large family and they had no idea what to expect. They got into a single car with DeFeo in the backseat and rushed down the street towards the house. From this moment on nothing in Amityville, Long Island will be the same.

Bobby Kelske was Ronald’s best friend and he was the driver of the car. They arrived in front of the house quickly and Bobby led the way into the DeFeo home. The front door was unlocked and the only sound coming from the inside was the barking of the family dog who was tied up inside the kitchen area. Bobby climbed the stairs and found his way to the master bedroom where he stumbled upon a terrible scene. Both Ronald DeFeo Sr. and Louise DeFeo laid in the double bed with visible gunshots. They were on their stomachs and the wounds and blood were very prominent even in this dimly lit room. Bobby felt sick and the rest of the guys carried him out. 

One man remained in the house, searching for the remaining members of DeFeo family. He entered another bedroom which belonged to the two younger brothers. Both of them were positioned in the same manner as their parents – on their stomach with gunshot wounds. It was clear to him that they were dead for quite some time now because the blood started to clot and darken. 

He quickly returned to the ground floor where the rest of the guys including Ronald DeFeo Jr. stood. It didn’t take them too long to decide to call the police and tell them what happened. The law enforcement acted quickly and they were at the DeFeo house in no time. The police officer who arrived first searched the rest of the house and found additional two victims, Dawn and Allison DeFeo. 

The police issued a press release where they pointed out the fact that all of the victims were shot in the same way – with a bullet through their backs with the exemption of the parents who were shot twice. It appeared that all of them were asleep when this crime happened but it was later discovered that the girls were actually awake. 

With that said, it was clear that the police had a lot of work to do. After all, they had six victims on their hands and had no idea who might be behind this. They took Ronald DeFeo Jr. to the police station in order to keep him safe because they suspected he might be the next target. DeFeo Jr. told them a story about a mob hitman who was probably the main perpetrator of these murders. They also had to take a written statement from him and learn as much as they could about this alleged hitman. However, this is when things got murky and the police realized that Ronald DeFeo Jr. might be the actual killer. 
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The interrogation and arrest
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Since the first officer arrived to the crime scene quickly, he was able to do the research properly without too much contamination. He was greeted by the group of men standing on the front lawn around the crying Ronald who was in a state of shock. He refused to escort the police officer into the house and claimed he didn’t want to see his family dead. Ronald DeFeo Jr. seemed to be in great distress and scared for his own life but he did reenter the house and sat at the kitchen table eventually. 

The police officer inspected the bedrooms and called for a backup. Soon enough detectives arrived and the media followed them. Gasper Randazzo was the detective who questioned Ronald DeFeo Jr. in the kitchen and he listened to his account of the events that happened that day. Ronald claimed that he was out of the house since the morning, working at the car dealership. He arrived at the house in the afternoon and discovered the bodies of his family members. Ronald even told a name of a suspect to the police. 

Apparently, Louis Falini, a well-known criminal with the ties to the local mafia and organized crime murdered the DeFeos and now Ronald was scared for his own life too. Another detective made a suggestion that Ronald should be placed in the protective custody until they catch Falini and take him off the streets. DeFeo Jr. was driven to the police station, leaving the detectives to do their crime scene investigation in the house where this tragic mass murder occurred. 

After arriving at the Fourth Precinct, Ronald DeFeo Jr. was questioned in more details. He provided the police with more information about Falini and his supposed connection to the family. DeFeo Jr. said that Falini lived with them in the house on 112 Ocean Avenue a couple of years back. He knew the layout perfectly and was familiar with all the valuables DeFeos had inside. As a matter of fact, DeFeo Jr. said that the robbery was the motivation for this crime since DeFeos had a small gem collection hidden in their basement, and some cash as well. 

DeFeo Jr. started to open up slowly while still remaining visibly nervous and overall scared. It was clear to the detectives that he was in some sort of panic but they weren’t sure if it was due to the fact that the mafia hitman was possibly targeting him, or because he actually committed the murders. Police were not completely certain that his recollection of the events was completely accurate at this point. After a couple of hours of conversation, the detectives left DeFeo Jr. to sleep at the station while they returned to the house in order to assist their colleagues with the evidence collection. 
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The evidence at the house
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Some major discoveries were happening at the house while the detectives were talking to DeFeo Jr. at the police station. The first clue that he might not be that truthful were boxes of ammunition which were found hidden inside of his bedroom. The .35 caliber bullets were a perfect match to the murder weapon and the wounds. The police officers were told by the family friends and neighbors who were gathering in front of the house that Big Ronnie was a huge fan of guns and had a couple of them inside the house. 

It was clear to them that the gun which was used for these murders came from the house and not from a mafia hitman. DeFeo Jr.’s story started collapsing and the detectives knew that the culprit was back at the police station sleeping. When the morning came, the detectives entered the room where DeFeo Jr. slept and started reading him his rights. He still insisted that the mafia hitman should be their person of interest and that he had nothing to do with these murders. 

He started to change his story, claiming that he was actually threatened by Falini and that he was at the house when the murders happened. As a matter of fact, Falini took him to each and every room as he murdered the rest of the DeFeo family as they slept. Butch was there and witnessed everything. The detectives knew that his story was crumbling down and were pretty sure they got the right guy.

Butch even added the unlikely detail about the weapon disposal somewhere in the neighboring Brooklyn. The list of things that simply didn’t add up kept piling up and the detectives simply waited for the moment when DeFeo Jr. will stop lying and tell them what actually happened. After a couple of minutes, DeFeo Jr. cracked and confessed to everything by saying: “Once I started, I just couldn’t stop. It went so fast.”

DeFeo Jr. provided the police with additional information about the exact timeline of the murders, what he did with the murder weapon and told them he cleaned himself up after the crime in order to appear completely normal at his work place. He throw away the stained clothes as well. The case against him was as solid as a rock and police had no reason to suspect that the mafia hitman Falini had anything to do with this mass murder. As a matter of fact, Falini was out of the state at the time which gave him an ironclad alibi. 
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The crime scene analysis
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Even though the police had a very solid case against Ronald DeFeo Jr. there were still a couple of burning questions that needed to be answered before the actual trial started. Butch confessed that he did work alone, but the time between the murders puzzled the police. Surely, someone must have heard something and woken up. It was simply impossible to murder six people in the same manner within minutes without anyone registering the gunshots. The detectives wondered if Ronald DeFeo Jr. had some outside help. 

The rifle which was the murder weapon was fairy loud and a silencer didn’t muffle the sound. The neighborhood itself didn’t notice any gunshots. Since the murders were committed in the early hours, the majority of them were asleep which might be the reason. However, the people who were awake at that time only noticed the dog who was barking in the kitchen. Everything else was silent. 

It was obvious that the murders happened within a very small time frame. The bodies were examined and the blood samples didn’t show any medications in their systems. None of the members of the family were drugged and sedated which lead the police to assume that someone must have woken up while the murderer was on the loose. It was later discovered that the girls did wake up and they were aware that something was going on in the house. It seems that they decided to lay in their beds, pretending to be asleep. 

DeFeo Jr. moved through the house, killing each and every family member while they were in their beds. He exited the home afterwards, looking as his usual self and managing to suppress what happened in order to appear normal before he raised the alarm which got everyone on their feet. It was obvious that he had some kind of mental disorder because not everyone is capable of ignoring the mass murder and going through their day as if nothing significant had happened. 

The trial and the background of Ronald DeFeo Jr.

The trial of Ronald DeFeo Jr. started almost exactly one year after the murders. His defense relied heavily on the insanity claims and Dr. Daniel Schwartz supported it. He was brought into this case after the leading attorney on DeFeo’s team invited him to examine Ronald and provide his expert opinion. DeFeo Jr. told the psychiatrist that he was hearing voices and that the murders were committed in self-defense.

Prosecution had their own expert who debunked the defense’s claims. Dr. Harold Zolan presented the courtroom with his psychiatric analysis of Ronald DeFeo Jr. and told everyone that Butch suffered from antisocial personality disorder which was intensified by his excessive hallucinogens and opiate use. Ronald DeFeo Jr. did often indulge in LSD and heroin, making his existing personality disorder even more dangerous and severe. Dr. Zolan tore down the defense’s strategy by stating that Ronald DeFeo Jr. was completely aware of his actions and that he was sane. There were no voices in his head and his mind was completely clear at the time of the murders. 

So what prompted the defense to try and claim insanity on the behalf of their client? After the arrest, the police started uncovering various details from the private lives of the DeFeos. The family seemed idyllic from afar but things were not as perfect as they appeared to be. Ronald DeFeo Sr. or Big Ronnie as his friends called him, was abusive to both his wife and his children. Ronald DeFeo Jr. was often the target of these aggressive outbursts, mostly because he was the oldest of the children and he expected much more from him. 

Ronald DeFeo Jr. was an overweight child who was bullied by his peers in school. It had a huge impact on his overall academic performance and his personality seemed to change gradually. He started to become more introverted and avoided hanging out with his friends and neighbors. He did manage to shed some weight but he also became pretty aggressive to his father. He would often talk back to him and even physically attack Ronald DeFeo Sr. His mother was very concerned and Ronald Jr. was sent to a psychiatrist in order to get some counseling and try to resolve his anger issues. This was all taking place when Ronald Jr. was only fifteen years old. 

Since DeFeo family did have money, Ronald Jr. started spending it on heroin and LSD. He was seventeen when the teachers at his school noticed that Butch was acting violently to his classmates and he was quickly expelled. It is unknown if the school also knew about his heavy drug use. The DeFeos tried to ignore the fact that their eldest son was a failure and they bought him expensive presents despite of his behavior. They were doing everything in order to please him but nothing seemed to lessen his aggression. 

When Ronald DeFeo Jr. was eighteen, his father gave him a job at the family car dealership. He didn’t have the proper background to do the work well, but he was accepted without any questions. Butch continued to spend his money on firearm and drugs. He would occasionally binge on alcohol as well. His behavior was getting out of control but it looked like the parents decided to turned their heads away and ignore the situation that was unravelling right there in front of them.

One family friend recalled an event that occurred during one of the fights between Louise and Ronald DeFeo Sr. when Ronald Jr. threatened his father with a gun and actually pulled the trigger but nothing happened. It looked like the gun was broken. DeFeo Sr. was left in shock which eventually ended the fight. The fact that Ronald Jr. was capable of this could have told them that something big might be on the way. 

Butch still wanted more funds from his family so he decided to try and steal the
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