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(A DANA SWEET COZY MYSTERY, Book 5)

Murder strikes again in the small town of Berry Cove. Dana Sweet, part time mystery riddles blogger who has inherited the Cozy Cupcakes Café from her late grandmother, is once again drawn into a strange murder with a bizarre twist. 

The Holiday spirit is in the air as the mayor gets ready to host Berry Cove’s Annual Christmas Banquet. But when the notorious town gossip columnist Shags Morefield is found dead holding a raspberry filled cupcake from the Cozy Cupcakes Café, all fingers point to Dana’s cousin Katie who’d been the recent subject of her local gossip. Will Dana be able to figure out who’s trying to frame her cousin in time?

A Dana Sweet Cozy Mystery series:


Strawberry Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 1)
Blueberry Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 2)
Chocolate Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 3)
Strawberry Meringue Cupcake & Murder (Book 3.5) * Bonus Short Story
Vanilla Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 4)
Holiday Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 5)
Valentine’s Cupcake & Murder (Book 6)
Buttercream Cupcake & Murder (Book 7)
Coconut Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 8)
Cherry Cream Cupcake & Murder (Book 9)
Chocolate Chip Cupcake & Murder (Book 10) 
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“AREN’T YOU EXCITED?” Katie asked her cousin Dana while piping the icing on a cupcake. She swirled the creamy frosting over the Holiday Cream Cupcake special of the week. The delicious frosting sent an aroma of ginger, mixed with cinnamon and vanilla that permeated the air.

Mmmm.

It made Dana’s mouth water. It was already four o’clock in the morning, a few days before Christmas. 

They had the satellite radio station set to Berry Cove’s FM 99.9 where the DJ played holiday music for twenty-four hours around the clock. Right now, Jingle Bells Rock played and Dana felt all jingly inside for the first time in a long while since her ex-fiancé ran off with her roommate in New York and left her broken-hearted and broke, before she managed to pull her life back together.

Still, holiday cheer and the spirit of the season filled the mood in the town. Companies were more lenient with their staff and festively decorated and filled their offices with dessert treats—Dana should know since their café had gotten so busy they’d had to hire extra staff just to fill all the catering orders for some of the local businesses.

And this was Dana’s first Christmas back in Berry Cove since she’d been a child, since moving back to the small town from New York, after her Grandma Rae passed away, leaving her the Cozy Cupcakes Café. Only, it hadn’t been called that until Dana used her New York copywriting skills and changed the name of the café and a few things, to the chagrin of many naysayers in the beginning. 

“Of course, I’m excited,” Dana said, trying hard not to blush as she frosted the gingerbread cupcakes with fluffy cream cheese frosting piled high on the cupcake. Just the way Grandma Rae used to make them. 

Dana used the same ingredients. For the cupcake she used: 5 tablespoons of unsalted, softened butter; half a cup of white sugar; half a cup of unsulfured molasses; one egg; one egg yolk; a teaspoon of ground cinnamon; one and a quarter teaspoons of ground ginger; one tablespoon of cocoa powder; half teaspoon of ground allspice; half teaspoon of ground nutmeg; quarter teaspoon of salt; one teaspoon of baking soda; half a cup of hot milk; quarter teaspoon of lemon extract; and one and a quarter cups of all-purpose flour. 

For the cream cheese frosting Dana used: two tablespoons of unsalted butter; two ounces of cream cheese; two third cups of sifted confectioners’ sugar; and quarter teaspoon of lemon extract.

She had the oven preheated to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. She lined each batch of twelve cupcakes with cupcake liners. She creamed five tablespoons of the butter with the white sugar. Then she added the molasses and the egg and the egg yolk. She then sifted together the flour, cocoa powder, ginger, cinnamon, allspice, nutmeg and salt. Dana then dissolved the baking soda in the half a cup of hot milk. She added the flour mixture to the creamed mixture and stirred. She then stirred in the hot milk mixture and then poured the batter into the cupcake liners. She’d baked each batch for nineteen minutes. 

For the frosting, she creamed the two tablespoons of butter and the cream cheese together, then she added the confectioners’ sugar and beat it in until the mixture was nice and fluffy. She then added the lemon extract and beat the mixture. Only when the cupcakes were cool did she frost the tops.

Cozy Cupcakes Café decided to make two official Christmas cupcakes in addition to the many delicious cupcakes they served. One was the gingerbread cupcakes with cream cheese frosting and the other was the Christmas cupcakes piled high with buttercream frosting decorated with colored sugar and filled with rich raspberry jam filling.

Right now, the café had a tall order to fill today since they were supplying the dessert treats for the mayor’s Christmas party later this evening. 

But that wasn’t what had Dana’s heart all giddy and fluttering inside her chest. A grin curved her lips at the thought of a special guy.

Drop-dead gorgeous Detective Troy Anders. 

The hot detective had finally asked Dana out on what looked like an official date. Her heart skipped a beat just thinking about it but she tried hard not to let it get to her head. 

She never thought she’d ever go out on a date again after what her ex-fiancé did to her. 

But then she thought to herself that Troy was probably just being congenial since she’d helped him out on a few of his murder cases recently—by chance, of course. She would just happen to be at the wrong place at the right time. And each murder involved one of the Cozy Cupcakes Café’s cupcake of the day. She had to save her late Grandma Rae’s café’s reputation, of course. And being an online mystery riddles blogger only gave her more of an interest to figure out the real killers.

“Well, I sure hope that woman is not going to show up,” Katie scolded, wrinkling her nose.

“That woman?” Dana queried. “Oh, wait a minute, I think I know whom you’re referring to.”  

Mayor Headly Jones, Berry Cove’s flamboyant mayor was hosting Berry Cove’s Annual Christmas Party at the Town Hall. 

All were invited, including the notorious Shags Morefield, the Berry Cove Gazette’s  new gossip columnist. Dana really couldn’t believe the Gazette would even hire a gossip columnist. But in this day of internet popularity, the Gazette was trying to save itself from going under in the stiff competition by providing many intriguing new columns and inadvertently hired a former New York columnist, Shags, to join their team. She was only in town for a few months of the year before flying back to New York. 

“Of course, she will be there. She’s there every year, Katie,” Inga, the baker, with her thick Russian accent said. Inga shoved another batch of cupcakes into the oven and closed the door. She then set the timer. 

“Terry, can you get me another cupcake pan from the back,” Inga said to one of the new temps. 

Terry was a student at the university. A nice girl with brunette hair and thick black glasses on her very round face. She was very short and medium built. A pleasant addition to the café during the holiday season. If things worked out, Dana was thinking of hiring Terry permanently as a part time staff. 

Dana liked being the boss. It was a change from her pencil-pushing job in the Big Apple. She had the authority to hire staff and make changes to the café as she saw fit. Though in the beginning when she first took over from Grandma Rae after her passing, she’d been met with hostility from everyone, since her grandmother  was a favorite in the town and missed dearly. 

“Sure thing,” Terry said. She moved quickly to the back and returned with a pan and gave it to Inga. Terry had told Dana earlier that she hoped to open up her own café one day. Dana was all too glad to show her the ropes. 

“Well, I don’t want to see her,” Katie continued her conversation with Dana. 

“Oh, don’t worry about her, cuz. I would just ignore her. Besides, most people around here know she’s just full of steam. She’d be out of our hair soon.”

“Don’t count on it,” Inga said as she whipped up the batter for another batch of cupcakes.

“What do you mean?” Dana asked puzzled.

“I mean, I heard from a girl who works at Bea’s Salon that she’s looking to move here permanently.”

“Move here? Why?” Katie asked alarmed. 

Katie really didn’t like Shags. And for more than one reason. Katie had moved back to Berry Cove from New York after her failed divorce from her college sweetheart. That was years ago before Dana moved back. And guess who was at the heart of Katie’s divorce?

Shags Morefield. 

Shags had been the other woman, then ended up dumping Katie’s ex-husband when she got what she wanted—meaning his money and moved on. Dana remembered consoling Katie after her divorce. And Shags had nothing but horrible things to say about poor Katie.

“I thought I got rid of that woman when I moved back to Berry Cove,” Katie pouted. “She makes my skin crawl.”

“I know. I’m really sorry to hear that, too, Katie,” Dana offered. Dana had been bitten by the “other woman” syndrome in her own relationship once before. And that bite still hurt at times. She could relate to the feeling of betrayal. “She has no right to want to move here.”

“Yes, I know the type,” Inga said while Terry, her assistant listened in with amusement, “She
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