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This past Saturday evening (1 December 2001), in a well-coordinated attack, two Palestinian suicide bombers detonated their charges in a crowded pedestrian mall in the heart of Jerusalem. At the time of the blast, the mall was packed with civilians, many of them teenagers and children, sitting at outdoor cafes and patronizing shops, restaurants and discos. Several minutes later, a car bomb exploded in a nearby alley. The third bomb was clearly intended to harm the medical workers and rescue personnel that had arrived on the scene to tend to the wounded. In total, 10 Israelis between the ages of 14 and 20 were killed and 180 were wounded, several of them seriously. . ..



Letter dated 4 December 2001 from the Permanent Representative of Israel (Yehuda Lancry) to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General




Fast forward 22 years to today:


On 7 October, Israel woke to the sound of rocket fire and ongoing sirens. Unfortunately, the sound of sirens is all too familiar to the Israeli ear, but the massacre that followed was an event the likes of which have not been seen since the Holocaust. This is not another round of fighting, not another operation, this is a war initiated by Hamas. The ISIS-like terror organization Hamas infiltrated Israel’s borders while slaughtering the civilian population in their peaceful communities. Entire families were brutally murdered, children, mothers, fathers and grandparents were burned alive, tortured and executed by these barbaric Hamas terrorists with unparalleled savagery. Israeli women were raped and paraded through the streets of Gaza. . ..



Letter dated 6 November 2023 from the Permanent Representative of Israel (Gilad Erdan) to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council




One day G‑d will provide a solution to the problem of Gentile violence against His people. He will send the Messiah to deliver the Jews in the fullness of time. There is extensive prophecy about the Messiah and this event in the Tanakh.
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PREFACE

I am a Christian layperson. I have been studying and teaching the Bible for many years. I have read books written by both Jewish and Christian theologians. But more importantly, I have prayed that I might understand G‑d’s message in the Tanakh. Solomon wrote in Proverbs 2:4-5 that if you really want to know wisdom, and “if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasure; then you will . . . discover the knowledge of G‑d.” I believe that G‑d wants us to understand His message in the Tanakh, and I encourage you to pray to Him for understanding. 

This is the second book in a four-volume series in which I am writing to Jewish laypeople. The goal of this series is to examine the Tanakh to see if it foretells Jesus, for He said that it does. 

In the first book, we considered the element of sacrificial atonement in the Torah to see how well it foreshadowed Jesus’ death on the cross. We also studied the lives of Isaac, Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, and Cyrus, and we observed a number of similarities between their lives and Jesus’ life. The question is, were these particular details from the lives of these heroes from the Tanakh recorded intentionally or coincidentally. 

In this book, we will examine the messianic prophecies in the Tanakh, or Hebrew Bible, to see if they predict Jesus. For He claimed to be the Messiah. Of course, one of the main themes of Biblical prophecy is the coming of the Messiah. Admittedly, this subject is more difficult than the subject matter of Volume One. But studying it is well worth the effort. For the accuracy of the prophecies in the Hebrew Bible is extraordinary.














PART FOUR:




Prophecy


1

BIBLICAL PROPHECY

G‑d can see the future. 

In fact, He stands outside of time. We are not sure how that works, but we know that it does. For G‑d has chosen to reveal select moments from the future to us. Some of the prophecies from the Hebrew Bible have already come to pass, and when they occurred, they took place exactly as G‑d said they would. Indeed, G‑d has placed prophecy in the Hebrew Bible so that we can find Him, for only He can see the future. But you have to care enough to take a look.

Over a period of a millennium, from the time of Moses up to the time of Malachi, G‑d selected some of the Jews to be prophets. He gave them a vision, a dream, understanding, or even a quote regarding the future. There is actually quite a bit of prophecy in the Hebrew Bible.1 Needless to say, every word of it is of great importance. For, the events and people G‑d chose to reveal in advance were picked because they convey a message about the human condition and His solution for our problems.

For those who are willing to read this prophecy, there are a number of aspects to be aware of that will help you understand its meaning:


1.	 Prophecy Identifies G‑d

One of the ways we can identify a true prophet versus a false prophet is that a real prophet is humble. They know they are just a regular human being and they have no special ability to see the future. It was G‑d who showed it to them. In Daniel chapter 2, G‑d gave King Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, a prophetic dream. But he had no idea what it meant. He wanted his wise men to interpret it for him, but he also wanted them to first declare, without being told, what his dream was. In this way, it would prove they knew what they were talking about and he would be able to trust their interpretation of the dream. Of course, no one could do that. However, G‑d revealed to the Jewish captive, Daniel, the content of the dream and its interpretation. Daniel was brought before the king, and he said this:

“As for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians, nor diviners are able to declare it to the king. However, there is a G‑d in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. This was your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed. As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will take place. But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind.”2 

Then Daniel went on to reveal the dream and its interpretation. King Nebuchadnezzar was very impressed.3 In this quote, we can see Daniel’s humility. He knew, and he wanted everyone else to know, that it is G‑d who sees the future.

Isaiah quotes G‑d who makes the same point, only more forcefully. In Isaiah chapter 41, G‑d draws a line in the sand and calls on the man-made gods of the ancient world to prophesy as He does:

“Declare the things that are going to come afterward, that we may know that you are gods; Indeed, do good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and fear together. Behold, you are of no account, and your work amounts to nothing; he who chooses you is an abomination.”4 

Of course, they can’t prophesy. Indeed, they were imagined and do not exist. But He does. Thus, He tells us that:

“. . . I am G‑d, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; . . .”5 

There is astonishing prophecy in the Hebrew Bible including many compelling prophecies in the book of Isaiah itself. Many of these prophecies have already come to pass, and some pertain to the time of the end and still remain to be fulfilled. By studying prophesy in the Hebrew Bible, our faith is strengthened as we encounter hard evidence that the G‑d of the Jews is the one true G‑d.


2. 	Short-Term vs. Long-Term Predictions

G‑d gave His prophets short-term prophecies as well as prophecies that would take place in the far distant future. In this way, each prophet could be validated by the people of his day. The penalty for being a false prophet was death.6 Therefore, there was a strong incentive not to fake it. It was an important safety mechanism so that the Jewish people could know they were hearing G‑d’s words. 

An example of a short-term prophecy is Isaiah’s prophecy which he gave when the Assyrian army arrived outside of Jerusalem during the reign of the Assyrian king, Sennacherib. At this time, King Sennacherib and his army were strong and had been victorious over many nations. Sennacherib sent Rabshakeh as his spokesman.7 Rabshakeh delivered a dire warning to the emissaries of King Hezekiah. He was convincing, and the Jews despaired.8 However, Sennacherib erred in his arrogance as he spoke words of blasphemy against G‑d. In the city, Hezekiah sent his key men to Isaiah to ask him to request G‑d for protection against this blasphemer and his army. Isaiah responded to these men as follows:

. . . “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the L‑rd, “Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he shall hear a rumor and return to his own land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.”’”9 

Later, Isaiah sent an additional message to King Hezekiah:

. . . “Therefore, thus says the L‑rd concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He shall not come to this city, or shoot an arrow there; neither shall he come before it with a shield, nor throw up a mound against it. By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come to this city,’ declares the L‑rd. ‘For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.’”10 

Then it happened exactly as the L‑rd said it would through Isaiah. For the angel of the L‑rd went through the camp of the Assyrian army at night and struck 185,000 of the soldiers dead, just as the L‑rd did to the firstborn of Egypt on the night of the first Passover. Sure enough, G‑d revealed Himself yet again to the ancient world by protecting the Jews from a superior, hostile foreign power.11 Furthermore, King Sennacherib did return home to his own land where he wound up being stabbed to death by two of his sons.12 

Hence, the Jews of ancient Israel objectively knew they were hearing the words of G‑d because of the accuracy of the short-term prophecies that He provided them through His prophets. But what about us today? We do not have the benefit of hearing a prophet at the present time, and nor have we seen the angel of L‑rd strike the enemy’s troops dead in the middle of the night.13 

Not surprisingly, G-d has thought of us today as well. There may not be prophets today, but there are archaeologists. Isaiah prophesied approximately twenty-six and a half centuries ago. Many of Isaiah’s long-term prophecies have already come to pass. Furthermore, many of Isaiah’s prophecies were specific and verifiable. Christian Scholars who are liberal theologians try to find value in the Bible while denying that G-d has ever intervened miraculously in history. For example, they like to point out the good moral messages in the Bible. But they do not believe in prophecy.14  However, so clear-cut are the prophecies in Isaiah that these scholars have been forced to come up with an explanation for his prophecy other than what Isaiah claimed, that it came from G-d. Thus, they claim that Isaiah only wrote the first thirty-nine chapters, and that others wrote the remainder of the book later in history. For example, so detailed and accurate are the prophecies about the Jews’ return from Babylonia that the liberal theologians have to postdate them, otherwise they would have to admit that these prophecies are real.15 Liberal theologians cite differences in writing style and subject matter between the first thirty-nine chapters and the final twenty-seven to support their theory. But their foundational reason for breaking the book up into parts stems from their philosophical bias against the supernatural.16  

Of course, G-d can see the future, and He was not surprised by the Age of Enlightenment and the development of liberal theology. Hence, in the same way that G-d saw to it that a copy of the Book of the Law was tucked away in the Temple for many years until it was found at just the right time;17 so too, a series of important archaeological discoveries have been made in the modern age. These discoveries have verified the accuracy of the books of the Hebrew Bible, including their dates. For example, in 1947, an Arab shepherd boy happened upon a treasure trove of ancient scrolls of the Hebrew Bible.18 The scrolls were stored in jars in a cave, and they were well preserved due to the arid desert climate. Thus, lo and behold, the very thing liberal scholars value - tangible evidence - was provided for them. Included in the scrolls was a complete copy of the book of Isaiah, dating from about 125 BCE.19 Some of Isaiah’s prophecies, like the prophecies about the return from Babylonia, came to pass before this date. But other prophecies came to pass after 125 BCE. For example, there are prophecies about Jesus’ crucifixion in chapters 40 through 66 that took place about 150 years after the Isaiah Scroll was transcribed. Hence, modern archaeology has shredded the view that G-d did not give the ancient Jewish people actual prophecy. Therefore, we, like the Jews of antiquity who witnessed prophecies come true, can be confident in the authenticity of the prophecy in the Hebrew Bible.



3. 	Prophesy Has to Do with G‑d’s Plan in Human History and It Is Centered on the Jews

Biblical prophecy is not random. It is focused on the nation of Israel and the Messiah. Some of the prophecies have to do with Gentile nations or kings, but only insofar as they have significant dealings with the nation of Israel. Thus, there are prophecies regarding Cyrus, who would be a benefactor to Israel,20 and Antiochus IV, who would act villainously towards the Jews.21 Also, Daniel gives prophecies of the world empires that conquered Israel: Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. But there are no prophecies about The Buddha and the founding of Buddhism, Genghis Khan and the Mongols, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Napoleon, the rise of the United States, the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, man setting foot on the moon, etc. For these leaders and events did not have any direct impact on the nation of Israel. As momentous and important as we may view these people and events, they did not play a part in G‑d’s long-term plan to provide salvation to mankind.

In some cases, multiple prophets were given predictions regarding the same subject. For example, both Isaiah and Jeremiah prophesied about the impending downfall of Judah to the Babylonians. When there are multiple prophecies about a single subject, it tells us that G‑d considers that event or person to be very important. Also, the different prophecies contain different details that fit together like a puzzle to give a more complete prediction of the event or person.


4. 	Prophecies Have Messages

Prophecies actually have two purposes. First, prophecies have been given to identify G‑d; and second, there is a message in each prophecy. The messages given through the prophets to the Jewish people were often not very complimentary. They typically involved the need for the Jews to stop their wicked ways and turn back to G‑d. Consequently, the prophets were hated. Some prophets wrote down their prophecies in books, and others gave their messages orally before the nation. Elijah was an oral prophet who Ahab and his pagan queen, Jezebel, detested. As it says in 1 Kings following Elijah’s showdown with the prophets of Baal: 

Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah saying, “So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.” And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O L‑rd, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.”22 

Indeed, it was not easy to be a prophet. Jezebel’s sentiment towards Elijah is not atypical of the way the prophets were regarded. In Jeremiah’s case, The L‑rd spoke to him words of judgement for the nation. Then G‑d said: “Perhaps the house of Judah will hear all the calamity which I plan to bring on them, in order that every man will turn from his evil way; then I will forgive their iniquity and their sin.”23 Jeremiah dictated the words of the L‑rd to his scribe, Baruch. He then had Baruch read the scroll to the people in the Temple, for Jeremiah could not do that as he was restricted from entering the Temple. The people responded by fasting. When word of the scroll reached King Jehoiakim’s ears, he ordered the scroll to be brought to him and read. Upon hearing a few columns from the scroll, Jehoiakim took it, cut it into pieces, and threw it in the fire. Then he called for Baruch and Jeremiah to be seized and brought into custody.24 

Yet, even though the prophets were frequently disdained and mistreated by the Jewish kings and queens, they were honored by G‑d. Upon sitting down under a juniper tree and praying for death, G‑d sent an angel to comfort and encourage Elijah.25 In the case of Jeremiah, G‑d saw to it that he and Baruch were not found by the party sent by King Jehoiakim to arrest them. Instead, in much the same way that G‑d inscribed a second set of stone tablets for Moses to take down the mountain,26 G‑d oversaw Jeremiah dictating a new scroll to Baruch.27 

In addition to the very real threats that were made against their lives, the prophets also had to cope with the revelation they received of the impending doom that lay in store in the future for the nation of Israel. These men had great hearts for G‑d, and they loved the Jewish nation. They loved the mission G‑d had for the Jews as His lone representatives amongst all the peoples of earth. But they also saw the sins of their fellow Jews. They understood why Israel would be judged, and it crushed them.28 Perhaps they felt like those who lost fortunes in the stock market crash of 1929. Of course, those people only lost money. Many of the Jewish people squandered something far more priceless. Those who did not listen to the prophets lost the opportunity to be used by G‑d to play a part in His mission.

In Daniel’s case, the visions he saw of the future were so shocking that he became ill.29 After seeing one vision, he was so troubled by what he saw that he prayed for more understanding. G‑d sent a messenger who came to him. Their meeting was recorded in Daniel chapter 10:

“. . . I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a certain man dressed in linen, whose waist was girded with a belt of pure gold of Uphaz. His body also was like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of tumult. Now I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the men who were with me did not see the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on them, and they ran away to hide themselves. So I was left alone and saw this great vision; yet no strength was left in me, for my natural color turned to a deathly pallor, and I retained no strength. But I heard the sound of his words; and as soon as I heard the sound of his words, I fell into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.

Then behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. And he said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your G‑d, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words.”30 

In this passage we get a glimpse of what it was like for a Jewish prophet to receive a vision. It was disturbing, and yet it was also a deep honor from G‑d. A key sentence in this passage is the one that says that Daniel humbled himself and requested understanding. Daniel was exceptionally godly, and G‑d obliged him. But the truth is that G‑d wants to provide all of us with understanding, if we will only humble ourselves. It may not be as dramatic as Daniel’s encounter with the man dressed in linen, but G‑d is capable of using the message in the Hebrew Bible as well as speaking directly to our hearts to give us spiritual understanding.31 


5. 	Common Mistakes in Prophetic Interpretation

A couple cautions about interpreting prophecy are: not to not spiritualize the meaning of a passage, and not to be dogmatic about prophecies that pertain to the future as of today. There are two predominant methods of interpreting prophecy: the “grammatical-historical,” literal method, and the “spiritualizing” method.32 In the first method, you interpret prophecy the same way you do the
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